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Last chance to talk, Sinn Fein told 

Blair issues 
ultimatum on 
IRA ceasefire 


By Philip Webster and Nicholas Watt 
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TONY BLAIR j’esierday deliv¬ 
ered an ultimatum ro the IRA 
by announcing plans to start 
detailed talks on Northern 
Ireland's Future in September 
— with or without Sinn Fein at 
the table. 

The Prime Minister, desper¬ 
ate to revive the peace process, 
said he wanted the discussions 
over by May 1908, with any 
agreement being put to the 
people of Northern Ireland 
soon after in a referendum. 

By announcing a right and 
ambitious deadline Mr Blair 
was effectively telling the IRA 
it must declare a ceasefire by 
the end of next month to have 
any chance of boarding the 
“peace train". 

The Government has al¬ 
ready told Sinn Fein — in a 
document made public yester¬ 
day — that it would make a 
Judgment abour whether they 
qualified for peace talks six 
weeks after a ceasefire had 
been declared. 

But fears that hardline IRA 
terrorists are trying to wreck 
Mr Blair's initiative increased 
as police yesterday foiled an 
early-morning attack on the 
RUC. 

They recovered two fully- 
loaded AK47 assault rifles 
after armed terrorists took 
over a house in South Belfast 
Security sources said that the 
IRA was planning to launch 
an attack on the heavily forti¬ 
fied RUC station at 
Woodbum. 

Bill Stewart, the RUC’s As¬ 
sistant Chief Constable for 
Belfast, accused the terrorists 
of “murderous intent". The 
planned attack also raised 
speculation about a splinter 
group trying to stop the peace 
process. 


Hours later in the Com¬ 
mons the Prime Minister de¬ 
clared: “The settlement train is 
leaving, with or without Sinn 
Fein. If they want to join, it is 
absolutely dear what they 
have to do. I have dealt 
straight with them. I expect 
straight dealing in return. We 
and the other parties will not 
be uniting around for them." 

He said that after the mur¬ 
ders of two RUC officers in 
Lurgan last week “the credibil¬ 
ity gap die IRA and Sinn Feia 
have to bridge is wider than 
ever." 

"Whatever Sinn Fein now 
say or do, I am determined to 
move on. It is essential to 
make political progress rapid¬ 
ly." he said. 

Mr Blair, as expected, 
outined the new approach on 
decommissioning agreed with 
Dublin under which the IRA 
would give up arms during 
the negotiations. 

Under the plan, which does 
not require the IRA to disarm 
before the talks, an indepen¬ 
dent commission would be set 
up to make proposals for 
disarming and monitor its 
implementation. A special 
committee within the talks 
process would be set up to 
consider the progress. 

Mr Blair also published the 
note in which Sinn Fein were 
offered the prospect of a place 
in the talks six weeks after a 
ceasefire. It had been intended 
to put at rest fears that the 
Government might deliberate¬ 
ly spin out the process. 

But three days after it was 
sent the Lurgan killings, 
which Mr Blair believes were 
an attempt to sabotage the 
process, occurred. 

By publishing the note of 


meetings between Sinn Fein 
and government officials on 
May 21 and May 28 Mr Blair 
intended to show that the 
Government has been serious¬ 
ly trying to make progress. 

Addressing the issue of how 
long a ceasefire would have to 
run before Sinn Fein could 
join the talks, the note says: 
"We understand that an 
open-ended time period gives 
rise to accusations of bad faith. 
We are prepared therefore to 
remove any misunderstand¬ 
ing by saying the period of 
time for such a judgment is 
some six weeks. 

"If an unequivocal ceasefire 
is in place by mid-June, and is 
satisfactory in word and deed, 
Sinn Fein would be invited to a 
plenary session of the negotia¬ 
tions by the end of July.” 

Yesterday’s moves were 
intended to put fresh pressure 
on the IRA and Sinn Fein and 
to capitalise on the wave of 
revulsion in Britain, Ireland 
and the United States over the 
Lurgan killings. 

William Hague, the Conser¬ 
vative Leader, pledged the 
continuation of the bipartisan 
approach to Northern Ireland. 
But he said there should be no 
question of substantive 
ncogitations with Sinn Fein 
without "early” parallel de¬ 
commissioning of arms. 

□ A man was charged last 
night with the murders of two 
RUC officers in Lurgan, Co 
Armagh, on June lb. Colin 
Duffy, 29, appeared at Craig- 
avon Magistrates Court, Co 
Armagh. Duffy was remand¬ 
ed in custody pending a fur¬ 
ther hearing next month. 


Charles LysaghL page 22 
Letters, page 23 





Hague’s fiancee 
quits Civil Service 

Ffion Jenkins, fiancee of Wil¬ 
liam Hague, has resigned 
from the Civil Service days 
'before she was expected to 
fH return from leave to work for 
a Labour Cabinet minister. 

Miss Jenkins decided, that 
her future husband's high 
I profile political role was not 
^.compatible with a career in 
Whitehall_Page 2 

Sir Cameron’s 
millennium role 

The theatre impresario Sir 
Cameron Mackintosh has 
been drafted in to save the 
troubled millennium exhibi¬ 
tion. The creator of West End 
v [ hit shows will produce a 
I musical as the centrepiece of 

the Greenwich Dome 

project_Page? 
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Cousteau, explorer 
of oceans, dies 

From Ben Macintyre in parls 

JACQUES COUSTEAU, the 
veteran French underwater 
explorer whose films and 
books vividly revealed the 
mysteries of marine life to 
milli ons of people around the 
vyirld, died yesterday, aged 87. 

"Captain Jacques-Yves 
Cousteau has gone to the 
world of silence," the Cous¬ 
teau Foundation announced 
in a reference to the celebrated 
oceanographer’s Oscar-win¬ 
ning 1955 documentary, 77ie 
Silent World. 

Mourning M Cousteau's 
death, Presidort Chirac des¬ 
cribed him as “the world’s 

most famous Frenchman” and 
“an enchanter in the tradition 
of ocean explorers whose life 
seems so much like a legend". 

Lionel Jospin, France’s 
prime Minister, added: “The 
planet has lost one of its 



Cousteau: “a giant in 
promoting green issues'’ 


greatest defenders." A memo¬ 
rial service is to be held in 
Notre Dame on Monday. 

In the course of a 60-year 
odyssey across and beneath 
the waters of the world. M 
Cousteau jointly invented the 
aqualung, pioneered a jet- 
propelled submarine, and con¬ 
ducted the first offshore oil 
exploration. Most of his voy¬ 
ages, from Antarctica to the 
Ama 2 on and the Red Sea, 
were aboard the Calypso .■ a 
British minesweeper that he 
converted into a floating 
laboratory. 

He once reraarkedohat "in 
life there are two vjj^quids 
— water and monjy. You have 
to use both.” 

Frandne Cousteau, the ex¬ 
plorer’s widow, said that he 
had died of cardiac arrest at 
their Paris home as a result of 
complications from a lung 
infection. “He remained con¬ 
scious and ludd until the last 
day,” she said. M Cousteau 
was already iD when he cele¬ 
brated his eighty-seventh 
birthday two weeks ago. 

The United Nations Earth 
Summit yesterday paid tribute 
to a “giant". The summit’s 
presiding officer, Razali Isma¬ 
il, President of the General 
Asembly, announcing M 
Cousteau’s death, said he was 
“a giani of a man in promot¬ 
ing development and environ- 
mentaljssues". 

Obituary, page 25 
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The Russian space station Mir, ageing and a subject of increasing safety concerns 

Space collision puts 
cosmonauts at risk 


By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


A COLLISION in space yes¬ 
terday punched a hole in the 
Mir space station, putting at 
risk the lives of the three 
oosmosnauts aboard. 

The unit was quickly sealed 
off, and Russian mission con¬ 
trol said that the cosmonauts, 
who include British-born 
Michael Foale, were safe. But 
the incident is bound to in¬ 
crease anxiety about the safety 
of the ageing space station. 

The accident occurred yes¬ 
terday morning as the crew 
were practising docking with 
a Progress supply ship. The 
cargo ship had been detached 
on Tuesday, to allow it to re¬ 
enter the atmosphere and 
bum up over the Pacific. But 
before that it was decided to 
practise the docking man- 
ouevre, which has often 
proved tricky for cosmonauts 
on Mir. 

Instead of docking, howev¬ 
er, the Progress craft collided 
with Spektr, one of six mod¬ 
ules attached to Mir. which is 
used for scientific experiments 
and Earth observation. The 



A television picture of 
the damaged panel 

impact damaged Spektr’s so¬ 
lar panels and was sufficiently 
violent to cause a teak. Oxygen 
rapidly drained away and the 
crew hurriedly sealed off 
Spektr from the rest of Mir. 

The job took several min¬ 
utes and pressure inside Mir 
began to fall. “We have man¬ 
aged to stabilise the situation." 
said Viktor Blagov, a deputy 
director of the Russian Mis¬ 
sion Control Centre near Mos¬ 


cow. “There is no talk about 
evacuating the crew or jetti¬ 
soning the module." 

He said the atmospheric 
pressure aboard Mir dropped 
slightly but was eventually 
brought back to normal. The 
pressure in the damaged mod¬ 
ule was "heading toward 
zero", according to Rob 
Navias. spokesman of the US 
space agency Nasa, which is 
engaged in a joint programme 
with the Russians. 

Mr Blagov said that Mir 
also lost about one-third of its 
power supply as a result of the 
collision, and officials were 
considering how to use the 
remaining energy more effect¬ 
ively. He said this would not 
endanger the crew but would 
impose limits on scientific 
experiments. 

“The multi-module struc¬ 
ture of Mir saved it," Mr 
Blagov said. “It worked like a 
ship, which can keep afloat if 
one compartment is dam¬ 
aged." He said that officials 
had not been able to determine 

Coo tinned on page 3, col I 
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Civil liberties 
row over plan 
to issue pupil 
ID numbers 

By John O’Leary, education editor 


EVERY child will be given a 
national identification num¬ 
ber at the age of four, under 
Government plans announced 
yesterday to plot pupils' 
progress throughout their 
school career. 

New central records will 
enable officials to track pupils 
from school to school to mea¬ 
sure their progress — or 
“value added" — at each stage. 
But the plan sparked an 
immediate row with civil liber¬ 
ties campaigners, who said the 
system could open the door to 
national identity cards, which 
Labour opposed in opposition. 

From next year, as well as 
giving examination results at 
16 and IS. official national 
league tables will take account 
of pupils' success rates in 
earlier tests at seven, 11 and 14. 
This is to ensure the achieve¬ 
ment of middle-ranking 
schools which make great 
strides with below-average 
children is recognised and to 
expose those which coast with 
bright intakes. 

The introduction of pupil 
identification numbers will 
ensure that the correct results 
are used to assess the perfor¬ 
mance of schools even when 
some children have moved 
from elsewhere. 

David Hawker, who is de¬ 
veloping the “value added" 
tables for the School Curricu¬ 
lum and Assessment Author¬ 
ity'. said: “We are looking at 
setting up a national pupil 
number. It is nothing to be 
frightened of because pupil 
information is covered by the 
Data' Protection Act. Local 
education authorities already 
have their own numbering 
systems." 

But Andrew Puddephat, di¬ 
rector of the civil rights pres¬ 
sure group Charter 88. said: 
“Once you have a unique 
identification number to keep 


Irack of pupils, you really have 
the basis for a identity’ cur! 
system." 

"It is a cliche ro talk about a 
slippery slope, but who knows, 
how it could be used? The 
Government must explicitly 
rule out any extension of its 
use for oiher purposes." 

John Wadham. the director 
of Liberty', said: “There must 
be other systems that can cope 
with the administrative prob¬ 
lems without the downside of 
serious civil liberties 
implications." 

Estelle Morris, the schools 
standards Minister, said the 
new measures would give a 
clearer indication of which 
schools w-en? improving. This 
year's tables will also include 
four previous years' results. 

Bur teaching unions re¬ 
mained hostile. Doug 
McAvoy. the general secretary 
of the National Union of 
Teachers, said publication or 
league tables should be sus¬ 
pended pending consultation 
on a better method of monitor¬ 
ing and reporting on school 
effectiveness. He said: 
“League tables based on crude 
results are not a reliable 
indication of school perfor¬ 
mance. no matter how they 
are modified by so-called val¬ 
ue added indicators." 

Ms Morris also con finned 
that the Government would 
require local authorities to 
preduce their own primary 
school league tables, although 
the Department for Education 
and Employment would pub- 
fish the results subsequently 
on the Internet. 

The switch to local publica¬ 
tion is designed to speed up 
the process so that the results 
are available before parents 
have to choose schools. 

National publication' will 
continue for tables of public 
examination results. 
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New brew lacks froth on top, but delivers a kick 


WILLIAM HAGUE leapt like 
a tiger at his first chance to 
intervene at Prime Minister’s 
Questions yesterday. As a 
novice bungee jumper pushes 
to the front, to get it over with. 
Mr Hague’s anxious lunge at 
the dispatch box suggested 
not so much an impatience for 
the fun as an ache to have 
done with it. 

Yards to his left and impas¬ 
sive as an elderly tasking 
seal. Sir Edward Heath 
watched the fourteenth new 
Lender of the Opposition tack¬ 
le a Prime Minister since, as a 
young MP. he watched Win- 
stop Churchill tackle Clement 
Atilec half a century ago. John 


Major watched from the back 
benches. 

This was William Hague's 
debut. The political world was 
watching. No doubt his moth¬ 
er was watching. Maybe his 
girlfriend was watching. 
From the crowded peers’ gal¬ 
lery in the Commons, half the 
House of Lords seemed to be 
watching. Some of his friends 
were watching. All his ene¬ 
mies were watching. 

He made a good start. 

At first very nervous and 
fiddling, with notes covered in 
inky scrawl he was on the 
edge of his seat before the 
Tony Blair had even risen for 
his first question. This came 



MATTHEWPftRgTS 

POLITICAL SKETCH 



in the Brummie accents of 
Dennis Turner (Labour. Wol¬ 
verhampton South East}. The 
Prime Minister was ready for 
a dozen great issues of our 
time. What would Mr Turner 
ask? Hague was agog. 

“I wonder whether my 
Right Hon Friend has had 
time to study my Weights & 
Measures (Beer & Cider) Bill? 
A full pint with the froth on 
top!" urged Turner. It was a 
pity Hague could not keep 


Hague’s fiancee 
quits her job at 
the Welsh Office 

By Andrew Pierce* political correspondent 


FFION JENKINS, fiancee of 
William Hague, has resigned 
from the Civil Service days 
before she was exported to 
return from leave to serve a 
Labour Cabinet minister. 

Miss Jenkins, who was Mr 
Hague's private secretary 
when he was Welsh Secretary 
in the last Government, decid¬ 
ed that her future husband’s 
high-profile political role was 
no't compatible with a career 
in Whitehall. She has not been 
back to her desk since Labour 
won the election. 

The decision to give up her 
Civil Service career will fuel 
speculation that die couple are 
planning to get married soon¬ 
er rather than later. However, 
friends or the couple maintain 
that the Oxford educated high¬ 
flyer will pur her own career 
first. 

Romance blossomed when 
Miss Jenkins. 29. taught Mr 
Hague the words of the Welsh 
national andiem sitting on a 
wall of a village pub overlook¬ 
ing the mountains. She sang 
the anthem for two hours. 
Their surprise engagement 
was announced in March 


A Tory MP who has been 
denied frontbench office 
for 27 years was the latest 
appointment yesterday in 
William Hague’s front- 
bench team. Sir David 
Madel (Bedfordshire 
South West), one of the last 
of the old-style. pro-Euro¬ 
pean Wets, was made an 
opposition whip. James 
Cran (Beverley! is also 
made a whip, as are Oliver 
Heald (Hertfordshire 
North East) and Nigel 
Waterson (Eastbourne). 


after a six- month courtship. 

Miss Jenkins went on a 
three month sabbatical in 
March. When it came to an 
end she took unpaid leave of 
absence to consider her future. 
But now she has submitted 
her notice in writing. A 
spokesman for rhe Welsh Of¬ 
fice confirmed: “She has for¬ 
mally tendered her resig¬ 
nation. Recently." 

Her E2S.OOO-a-year role 
would have brought her into 
regular contact with Ron Da¬ 


vies, the new Welsh Secretary, 
and other political appointees. 
Miss Jenkins, known as "id¬ 
ly" to her friends, may seek a 
new challenge in the private 
sector or academia. 

A copy of her curriculum 
vitae has been sent to a firm of 
headhunters makes impres¬ 
sive reading. She has four A 
levels, three at grade A, read 
English at Oxford and did a 
Master of Philosophy which 
included a thesis written en¬ 
tirely in Welsh on the English 
poet Thomas Gray. She also 
plays the harp and the 
clarinet. 

Her connections are impec¬ 
cable. as befits the new first 
lady of Tory politics. Dr 
Manon Williams, her older 
sister, is a key member of in 
the private office of the Prince 
of Wales. Her father, Emyr, is 
chief executive of the Arts 
Council of Wales. 

Miss Jenkins, who has been 
photographed stepping out 
with Mr Hague more fre¬ 
quently recently, is expected to 
devote the next few weeks to 
working on a thesis for a 
doctorate in medieval studies. 
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still and was already straining 
for the dispatch box. To 
shrieks of “No froth on top! 
Ha. ha ha!" Labour fingers 
pointed at his head, but the 
PM steered dear of baidist 
controversy and spoke of his 
commitment to a full pint 
Too wound up to notice the 
joke, Hague shot to his feet. 
His voice was uncertain, Bet¬ 
ty Boothroyd had to silence 
Labour backbenchers, still 
cackling “No froth on top". 


But when he was heard, itwas 
Blair’s turn to tense up. Five 
times the new Tory leader put 
it to him that one of his Welsh 
backbenchers was complain¬ 
ing he bad been threatened by 
the Welsh Secretary with ex¬ 
pulsion from the party, unless 
he toed the tine on devolution. 
And Hague alleged that local 
coundllots had tried to in¬ 
timidate their MP. 

Blair flatly denied both 
charges. The Welsh Secretary 
(he said) had assured him that 
the first was untrue; and Blair 
had ordered an investigation 
into the - second, which 
showed that to be a fiction too. 
Allegation and denial shot 


hack and forth tike a Wimble-' 
don rally. Hague’s supporters 
roared him on; Blair's roared 
their man on. You could take 
your choice which to believe, 
but Mr Blair's irritable, dis¬ 
missive laugh, and a sprin¬ 
kling of worried faces among' 
. the multicoloured matdistick 
men and women behind him. 
suggested that the accusation 
hurt. 

‘ Hague's delivery some¬ 
times faltered (he needs, in 
trouper Boothroyd’s phrase, 
to "producehis argu¬ 
ment did not. The PM sat 
down less than wounded, but 
mightily stung, Paddy Ash¬ 
down spoiled bis day a little 


more by siding with’the 
Labour Left against their 


leader. The Liberal Democrat 
leader is insisting that more 
be spent on health and educa¬ 
tion* and w3l not lei the 
neuter drop- .." . 

‘’"-The more critics refuse w .~ 

. a subject drop, the more Tony • 
JBlair goes jagged. For the 
first time ui this parliament, it 
was possible to believe that, 
with an energetic Tbiy reader 
a waricin g from the Right ana 
a dogged Liberal Democrat 
attacking from the lift. 
Opposition parties m. w - 

combine to ruffle the Prime 

Minister's so-far magnificent 


to review 


self-assurance. 
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William Hague and Ffion Jenkins: she has quit Civil Service, where she would have worked for a Labour minister 



look with a Yorkshire accent 


By Andrew Pierce and Mark Henderson 


THE image consultant who 
transformed the appearance 
of Margaret Thatcher predict¬ 
ed yesterday that William 
Hague would be one of the 
most telegenic politicians in 
decades, following his firsr 
Prime Minister’s Question 
Time. 

Sir Gordon Reece, who was 
credited with changing Baron¬ 
ess Thatcher's hairstyle, ward¬ 
robe, and lowering the pitch of 
her voice, said: "l would not 
alter rhe way he looks or 
sounds very much at all. He 
has always had distinctive 
Yorkshire vowels. I think that 
they are rather appealing. The 
voice is like a musical instru¬ 
ment. You have to learn how 
to use it. 

"I think William has done 
his homework. He has had 
plenty of rime. He has been 
speaking in public since he 
was 16. As for being bald, I do 
not think it will matter a biL It 
might even add an air of 
authority whicl Vbdies his 
youthful looks." JU 

However. Mary Spillanc. 
the image consultant who 


changed the beard and san¬ 
dals image of many Liberal 
Democrats MPs. said: 
"Hague needs to do something 
about that giant dome when 
he stands at the dispatch box. 
It catches rhe light, and cou¬ 
pled with his slightly monoto¬ 
nous delivery, it can make him 
look and sound tedious. 

“He should certainly be 
using a powder on it to stop 
the glare, and perhaps he 
should consider using a heavy 
foundation cream to block it. 
He's very fair skinned, which 
makes matters worse.” 

She said he was right in not 
trying to conceal his baldness. 
"He has chosen a flattering 
hairstyle that shows he is 
receding but makes the best af 
it." she said. 

Sir Ronald Millar, who was 
a speechwriier for Sir Edward 
heath. Baroness Thatcher and 
John Major, gave Mr Hague 
seven marks out of 10 for his 
firvT performance: “He is still 
tahind Margaret. She started 
off on 8'jr. When she first went 
to the dispatch box. I thought 
she looked like she came 



Sir Gordon: he was 
Thatcher adviser 

straight our of the film the 
Sound of Music. William 
looks more Like he came out of 
a Kojak episode. He is like the 
star of a smart detective series. 
His voice is strong. 

"I think his double breasted 
suits are clever because they 
convey an impression of 
weight even though he is only 
a slip of a lad." 

Most observers thought that 
Mr Hague had shown signs of 


nerves when he rose to deliver 
his first question. “But I like 
that.” said Sir Ronald. “It 
would have been a mistake to 
have been cocky and to appear 
to be the king of the castle/ 

Robert Freebum. director of 
the Voice and Speech Centre in 
London. ■ S3id Mr Hague’s 
delivery was predictable, flat 
and lacking in impact. He said 
that despite a resonant voice 
which showed good speaking 
technique, he was not yet a 
match for the Prime Minister. 

"His voice is very fiaL with 
very few highlights.” Mr 
Freebum sapd. “He does not 
even mark his voice with a 
rising inflexion on a question, 
which is wrong. I would 
hesitate to say he was monoto¬ 
nous. but he certainly lacks a 
dynamic quality." 

□ Mr Hague put in four 
hours’ preparation for Ques¬ 
tion Time, coached by close 
advisers including Alan Dun¬ 
can, his Parliamentary Polit¬ 
ical Secretary. Tony Blair 
went into die Commons cham¬ 
ber late at night and went 
through the morions at the 
dispatch box for his debut. Mr 
Hague rejected that idea. 


New leader must make his face fit 


A PROBLEM face* William 
Hague; the vast majority of 
the puhlic does not know 
what to make of him. He has 
risen so far so fast that he has 
not yet established a dear 
image — either with the 
public as a whole or with the 
reduced band of committed 
Tory supporters. 

The latest MORI poll for 
The Times, the firct since the 
general election, underlines 
the extent of the (ask fadng 
Mr Hague. The poll, full 
details of which will appear 
tomorrow, was undertaken 
last weekend just after all the 
publicity about Mr Hague's 
election as leader. Neverthe¬ 
less. only a quarter of the 
puhlic has a firm view about 
Mr Hague and tiny are split 
evenly in being satisfied or 
dissatisfied with I he way he is 
doing his job as Tory leader. 
Nearly 75 per cent say they 
don't know. While Z* per cent 


RIDDELL ON POLITICS 


of Tory supporters say they 
are satisfied with his perfor¬ 
mance. 72 per cent don’t knnw. 

These figures are hardly 
surprising. The public is sus¬ 
pending its verdict. What is 
striking, however, is (he con¬ 
trast between Mr Hague's 
rating now and those of other 
Opposition leaders just after 
were elected. The puhlic had 
much firmer opinions ahnut 
the last four Labour leaders, 
largely because they had al¬ 
ready been much better 
known. The level nf don't 
knows for the four ranged 
between 50 and 5S per cent 
substantially less than for Mr 
Hague. Their satisfaction rat¬ 
ings varied between 23 per 
cent for Michael Foot at the 
end of 1980 and 34 per cent for 
Tony Blair in summer W94. 

MORI also probed more 


closely peoples’ attitudes to¬ 
wards Mr Hague. A tenth of 
(he puhlic hut 2N per cent of 
Tory supporters, say they like 
l>oth him and his policies. At 
the opposite end of the spec¬ 
trum. 16 percent of the public, 
and 6 per cent of Tory 
supporters, dislike both him 
and his policies. In the mid¬ 
dle. somcS percent (4 percent 
of Tories) like him but dislike 
his policies, while 4 percent (5 
per cent of Tories) dislike him 
hut like his policies. Most 
significaff* of all 62 percent of 
the pum&sis a whole, and 56 
per cent of Tory supporters, 
have no opinion. 

Mr I laguc. nf course, has 
time on his side — probably 
more than he would like. Hi's 
immediate need is to establish 
his personality with the elec¬ 
torate. He made a solid start 


at Prime Minister's Ques¬ 
tions, sharp and to the point, 
if perhaps on a second-order 
question that did not quite 
bear the number of supple- 
mentaries he asked. 

What he now needs to do is 
not to launch a series of policy 
initiatives hut to give the 
public an impression of his 
underlying approach to poli¬ 
tics, just as Mr Blair did with 
his dramatic initiative (o re¬ 
write Clause Four. The short¬ 
term risk, underlined by his 
generally lightweight and un¬ 
impressive frontbench team, 
is that the Tories will be 
ignored and pushed to the 
edge of the political stage. 

MORI interi'iewori JS 52 
aduUs at /".? sampling points 
across Britain on June 30-23 
Data were weighted to mafch 
rhe profile nf the population 

Peter Riddell 
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service 


The Govetw©^j?* 

&rr 

attempt s mate. theoV 
more efficient, reliable arkJT 
frequent / - • >-V 

Ine review was are. 
pounced yesterday ; 6 y 
. Gavin Strang, .the.Trai»- : 
port .Minister, who said, 
that the aim was to Vuk : 
crease the. nuthber : (if; 
people using buses. 
basic jjrobtem .isfliat^gp- 
many areas we- don^ h$vej: 

•a reliable bus service 
that you can. go to thejSopr 
and know that the bus ywtf 
be there in a few-mutotes^ 
All sections of the 
industry will be .con suited; 
and the' revfcwjvvfl] fbmy 
part ofthepyoposied White^ 
Paper-tiff mttgrafod'tFan^■; . 

port pohcytq Be pubfished?lf 
next spring.. • ; .=..7?v7" 

Leading, article, pageJZi|= 


L-4 


A fast-track plan to sack 
hid - teachers.- has been 
agreed by. employers. U . 
accepted by mirusteis T ..-a...< 

' new charge of gross iricoinf •* 
petence will lead to dis¬ 
missal within two terras. 
The present system - has> 
seven stages and takes 
years or ionger?The IxfcaT,. 
Government Association' 
said it wanted a/Tait.hut- 
fast”' means of dismissing: - 
incompetent teachers; 

Never say dye. 

The washday ni^htmarpjtf Jil 
whites turned siddy jn^j 
or sky Wire could be tan- ff 
ished by a new enzyme 1 ; 
developed by the Danish;. 

. biotechnology _' company"? 
Novo-Nordisk. Added mV- 
detergent.. tfie. . enzynaei: 
bleaches out dyes, buto riy A f 
when they have bled^cch 
dentally in the wash, it has ; 
no effect on the 7 original 
. coloured fabrics, thef devel¬ 
opers _daim. ...; I.' 

Breath of hope 

One trf the- Siamese ^ twbf Z 
girls - wparated by sur¬ 
geons at Great Ormond * 
Street Children's Hospital' 
a week ago is now breathr 
ing unaided. The - girls, 
who were joined at the 
abdomen, were, delivered : 
by Caesarean section ori 
April 7. The second twire 
remains on a ventifator/A; 
hospital spokesman saicb 
“Both are stable and mak--= 
trig good progress." . “ 1 

Bombings case 

Two men accused of taking 
part in terrorist bombings 
in France lost their Higfr; 
Court attempt to avoid , 
extradition on the ground 
that they would riot receive' 
a fair trial • iri “radsr 
France. The coort refused 
applications from Rachid 
Ramda. an Algerian, and 
Mustapha Boutarfa, who 
has dual French and Alge¬ 
rian nationality, for writs 
of habeas corpus. 

Balloonist pays 

A woman who lost her 
enthusiasm for sex after 
being thrown from a horse 
when it was frightened by 
a hor-air balloon was 
awarded-£18.657 damages' 
at Norwich Crown. Court! 
Christine S riven! 32, from 
Norwich, had sued the 
balloonist. Gary 
Andrewarfhi, 32, df 
Gooderstone. Norfolk, for 
injuries she received in 
April 1W4. 

Duke rests 

The Duke of Westminster - 
has accepted medical ad- 
'ice not to resume wqritor_ 
puhlic engagements "'until; 
September. Britain's rich- 
wt landlord, said to be 
worth nearly El .7 billion, 
has been restni^ Since ear¬ 
ly this month. Htspersonal 
secretary said-a!\ the time 
that the 46-yafr-qld duke 
Itad been working.tod hard 
and had bear ordere d to. 
rest by his doctor,' 
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Nasa urged to heed Mir safety warnings 


Fears for 
future of 
American 
shuttle 
* missions 


From Ian Brodie 
in Washington 

THE head or Nasa was urged 
yesterday to send no more 
astronauts for a long-term 
stay on Mir until he is satisfied 
the Russian space station 
meets or exceeds American 
safety standards. 

The warning was issued 
during a meeting in Washing¬ 
ton between Dan Goldin, 
Nasa administrator, and 
James Sensenbrenner. chair- 
nian of the science comniirtee 
in the House of Representa¬ 
tives. In April, Mr Sensen¬ 
brenner included a provision 
barring further astronauts 
from Mir in the Nasa budget 
as it was passed by the House. 
The Bill is now awaiting 
consideration by the Senate 
before going to President Clin¬ 
ton for signature. 

Although the ban is not yet 
law. Mr Sensenbrenner said: 

. “I for one can no longer sit idly 
by as mishap after mishap 
occurs while we continue to 
plan the next shuttle mission 
to Mir in September, hoping 
for. bur not really expecting, 
that the mission will succeed 
without a potentially life- 
threatening situation." , 

Mr Sensenbrenner de-. 
manded that Mr Goldin initi¬ 
ate a comprehensive, 
independent review of Mir’s 
Technical integrity in advance 
of the September launch, 
which will bring home Mich¬ 
ael Foale, the British-bom 
astronaut who has been 
aboard Mir for nearly six 
weeks. Mr Goldin pointed out 
that a still-secret outside re¬ 
view of the Russian spacecraft 
had already been conducted. 

Mr Sensenbrenner said he 
did nor believe it satisfied the 
demands of his Bill and it 
certainly did not address the 
failures associated with yester¬ 
day's crash during the.test 
docking of a cargo vehicle.. 

The words of Dr Foale are 
coming back to haunt- Nasa. 
”!t will be like working on a 
second-hand car." he said 
jaunrily as he embarked on his 
four-month stint in space. In 
fact, he understated the case 
by a wide margin. It is one 
thing to be tinkering under a 
car that has 100,000 miles on 
the clock, but quite another 
trying to hold together an 
orbiting clunker that was built 
to spend five years in space 
and has been there for 11. 

In the bonhomie of interna¬ 
tional collaboration, Nasa 
glosses over its concerns about 



Briton who wanted to 
explore new worlds 


Michael Foale seemed happy to be aboard Mir after his arrival on May 17. He is due to stay until September 


By Joanna Bale 

MICHAEL FOALE is an 
“explorer and dreamer” who 
(fid everything possible to 
achieve his boyhood ambition 
of becoming an astronaut, his 
mother said yesterday. 

Maty Foale. a retired Cam* 
bridge University librarian, 
said: “like the Star Trek 
theme, he wanted to boldly go 
where no man had gone 
before. He wanted to seek 
new worlds and new ideas. 

“As a little boy, he talked of 
little (rise after being inspired 
by John Glenn, the first US 
astronaut to orbit the Earth." 

Mrs Foale regularly sends 
her son bars of English choco¬ 
late, which are transported to 
Mir in supply rockets. She 
said: “What will most annoy 
Michael is that it wflj proba¬ 
bly delay a couple of packages 
we have sent up for him. 
Every now and again we are 
allowed to send up parcels 
weighing no more than a 
couple of pounds via these 
modules." 

Mrs Foale and her husband 
Colin, a former RAF Air Com¬ 
modore from Cambridge, last 
had contact with their son on 
Saturday through e-mail mes¬ 
sages relayed to Mir via 
Moscow. They last spoke to 
him on Father's Day, by 
satellite phone link. Mrs 
Foale said: “He was very 
cheerful and upbeaL He said 
he was looking down at 



Mary Foale: spoke to 
her son on Father's Day 

Britain and all he could see 
was the cloud cover." 

Of the accident, Mrs Foale 
said: “1 don’t think there is 
any danger, but there is an 
escape vehicle they can use if 
there is a serious problem " 
Mrs Foale, who is Ameri¬ 
can. said that her son’s ambi¬ 
tions had begun "when, aged 
six. he saw the John Glenn 
capsule at a State Fair in 
Minnesota on a trip to see his 
grandparents. It became his 
dream and he was very single- 
minded in pursuing iL~ 

As a schoolboy, he covered 
his bedroom walls with pho¬ 
tographs from the Nasa press 
office and lost himself in 
science fiction books. 

He even regarded the rig¬ 


ours of life as a boarder at 
King's School, Canterbury as 
good preparation for life on 
board a space shuttle because 
there is "no personal privacy, 
(he food is rotten and there 
are no women." according to 
a recent interview# 

After a doctorate in astro¬ 
physics at Queen's College. 
Cambridge, he tried to inter¬ 
est the British Government in 
a manned space flight. When 
this foiled, he used his dual 
nationality to emigrate to 
America to pursue his career 
in the US space programme. 

His first job was in Hous¬ 
ton. Texas, working on space 
shuttle navigational problems 
at the McDonnell Douglas 
.Aircraft Corporation. In June 
19S3. he joined Nasa's John¬ 
son Space Center, working in 
payload operations. There, he 
met his wife Rhonda who was 
working as a shuttle engineer. 
He was selected for astronaut 
training by Nasa in 19S7. and 
passed in August 1988. 

A father of two. he is a 
veteran of three space shuttle 
flights in which he spent a 
total of 634 hours in orbit. In 
November 1995 he flew on the 
first shuttle to rendezvous 
with Mir and became the First 
Briton to walk in space. 

Mr Foale. 40. is one of the 
few American astronauts to 
speak fluent Russian and 
spent 18 months training at 
the Cosmonaut Training 
Centre in Star City. Russia. 


Mir. A rare comment on rhe 
record came earlier this 
month from Dr Foale's Ameri¬ 
can predecessor as a long¬ 
term guest on Mir. Jerry 
Lineger. 

He said: “After the fire, it 
seemed like every day some¬ 
thing else was going wrong.” 
The brief flash fire last Febru¬ 
ary in an air filter was. like 
most of Mir’s troubles, associ¬ 
ated with life support systems. 

The primary oxygen genera¬ 
tor foiled, the air conditioning 
conked out. the carbon dioxide 
extractor broke down and the 
spacecraft developed a lisr. In 
an incident similar to yester¬ 
day's collision, cosmonauts 
last control of a cargo craft as 
it tried to dock. 

Nasa officials are defensive 
about Russia'S space pro¬ 
gramme. Audrey- Schwartz, a 
Nasa spokeswoman, said: 
“The Russians are as resource¬ 
ful as our Mission Control at 
handling real-time problems. 
They know their equipment 
very well." 

But there is no disguising 
that since the break-up of the 
Soviet Union the Russian 
space programme has lost 
prestige, and more important¬ 
ly, its virtually unlimited fund¬ 
ing from Moscow. As a result, 
the Russians are behind on 


their contributions to the inter¬ 
national space station that is 
intended to take over from 
Mir as a permanently 
manned orbiting laboratory. 

Originally due to be 
launched in November, it has 
now been delayed at least until 
next June. 

□ The cosmonauts are show¬ 
ing signs of becoming irrita¬ 
ble, according to a Dutch 
amateur radio enthusiast who 
has monitored communica¬ 
tions to Mir for many years. 

Chris van den Berg says 
that on eveiy pass. Tsibliyev 
and Lazutkin discuss with 
mission control how their 
repairs are going. “They are 
finding a lot of problem with 
cables and contacts which they 
cannot find or do not fin” 

Mr van den Berg believes 
the problems and setbacks of 
the present mission are taking 
their toll on the cosmonauts. 
They have been on Mir for 136 
day's, and were joined by Dr 
Foale just over a month ago. 
Dr Foale told his father last 
week the Russians were anx¬ 
ious that their relief crew 
would be launched on time on 
August 8. Previous missions 
have been delayed. 

Additional reporting by Rob¬ 
in Lodge, in Moscow, and 
Nigel Hawkes 


SPACE ACCIDENTS 


October 1960, USSR: military rocket blows 
up on launch pad and kills many technicians, 
including head of Space Forces. 

January 1967, USA: Apollo 1 catches fire on 
launchpad. Ail three crew killed. 

April 1967, USSR: Soyuz 1 suffers from 
many problems, culminating in loss of 
cosmonaut Vladimir Komarov when the 
capsule spins uncontrollably and parachute 
tangles around itself and falls to open. 

April 1970, USA: Apollo 13 crew survive 
onboard explosion of fuel tank which results 
in loss of electrical power and oxygen. 

June 1971, USSR: Soyuz 11 crew lost when 
valve accidentally opens during return to 
Earth and crew are asphyxiated as they are 
not wearing spacesu'rts. 

April 1975, USSR: Soyuz 18 fails to separate 
from booster on cue and starts to tumble on 
the edge of space. By firing emergency 
rockets, the crew survive but the capsule 
lands in waist-deep snow. 

September 1983, USSR: Soyuz T-10 boos¬ 
ter explodes on launchpad due to engine fire. 
Crew fire emergency rescue rocket and are 
pulled away from resulting explosion. 



Apollo I3’s fuel tank exploded in 1970 

January 1986, USA: Challenger explodes 73 
seconds after lift-off on 25th Shuttle mission. 
Crew of seven are killed and debris is still 
washing up on the Florida shores today. 
February 1997, Russia: fire aboard Mir 
caused by emergency oxygen generating 
tuipmerrt causes serious damage, but crew 


SUi 


Mir in space collision 


Continued from page I 
J whether the accident was 
|« caused by faulty- equipment or 
human error. Vasily Tsibliyev. 
a Russian cosmonaut, was at 
the controls when the accident 
occurred. 

i With him aboard Mir are 
Alexander Lazutkin and Mr 
Foale, who arrived about a 
. month ago. Both were helping 
.with the docking procedure. 

Had an emergency evaeua- 

; lion been necessary, the crew 

1 could have used the bpyuz 
' capsule attached to the other 
end of the station to make a 
3 quick exit and return to Earth. 
Bur there was no indication 
yesterday that this option had 
1 been seriously considered. 

The damage to the Spektr 
module will wreck Mr Foale s 

k experiments, which were 
* housed inside it. He had been 
growing. plants through a 
series of generations, raising 
seeds, pollinating flowers, and 
creating fresh seeds for a 
second and then a third 
ition. The aim was to check 


the effects of zero gravity on 
the growth of plants. It will 
also leave Mr Foale without a 
place to sleep, as the module 
served as his living quarters 
as well as his laboratory. 

Repair of the Spektr module 
in space is likely to be difficult, 
if not impossible. Mr Blagov 
said that the crew might have 
to make space walks to con¬ 
nect the solar panels on Speklr 
to the main module of Mir 
with cables. Repressurising 
Speklr would involve sealing 
the damage caused by the 
crash and thar could well be 
impossible in space. 

As for the Progress M34 
supply ship which did the 
damage, it remained in orbit 
close to die snare station. Once 
all the data it contains has 
been studied, it will be dis¬ 
carded to burn up - in the 
atmosphere, as is normally 
done with such craft at the end 
of their mission, a new 
Progress. M35. is ready with 
fresh food and equipment and 
was due for launch at the end 


of this week. The manouevre 
that went wrong was appar¬ 
ently designed to check the 
manual docking system, so 
that it can fully replace the 
automatic system which takes 
up a lot of space on board Mir 
and has repeatedly Med in 
recent years. The equipment is 
made in the Ukraine, and 
experts are unhappy about 
both its quality and terms of 
delivery, Mr Blagov said. 

In 1994. another Progress 
cargo ship twice failed to dock 
properly with Mir on the 
automatic system. But on that 
occasion the cosmonauts suc¬ 
ceeded in linking it with the 
station on a third attempt by 
using manual controls. 

Wednesday's crash was not 
the first space collision, al¬ 
though it appears to be the 
worst involving Mir. A supply 
ship brushed against the 
space station before, and there 
have been similar circum¬ 
stances involving Soyuz space¬ 
craft said Mr Navias, the 
Nasa spokesman. 


No.l on grass, clay, 
sand, ice, rock, snow 


and water. 
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The Rolex Oyster Perpetual Datejust Chronometer. 


t 


ROLEX 

of Geneva 

THE OFFICIAL TIMEKEEPER TO THE CHAMPIONSHIPS, WIMBLEDON. 


Only a select group of jewellers sell Rolex watches. 

For the .address of your nearest Rolex jeweller, and for further information on the complete range of Rolex watches, write to: 
The Rolex Watch Company Limited. 3 Str at ford Place, London WIN OER or telephone 0171-629 5071. 
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Would 


you sign a demolition 


order or a 


preservation order? 


There are 363,791 listed buildings 



in England. 






You know the sort of thing: castles, 


royal palaces, cathedrals, grand country 


+* r ■ 


mansions, elegant Regency and Georgian 


townhouses. 
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The very fabric, indeed, of England's 




architectural heritage. 






Allow us, then, to introduce you to 
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No. 417 Wake Green, Birmingham. 
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A prefabricated bungalow erected 


Should ii be b-ildozed n*.o oca, ; o"? 


as temporary housing after the war. That's right, a England's social and architectural history and should What we look for are buildings which have 


prefab. 


be preserved as such. 


special architectural or historic interest. 


It may surprise you to learn that English Heritage 


Let us now turn our attention to the large concrete 


Buildings which reflect the social, economic and 


has recommended this humble abode to the Department edifice pictured below. 


cultural evolution of this country. 


of National Heritage for Grade II listing. 


You may recognise it as the signal box at 


Inevitably, some of our decisions are met with 


In our view, it represents a significant period of Birmingham New Street station. 


raised eyebrows (not to say howls of derision). 



At English Heritage, we recognise it 


But too often in the past, important buildings 


as “a dramatic building of exceptional have been lost to the nation forever. 




architectural quality with a strongly 


Between 19S0 and 1973. around one thousand 


sculptural form7 


Georgian buildings were demolished in Bath. 
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We quote from our own Grade II 


In the thirty years after the war, over 700 major 


listing entry. 


country houses were razed to the ground. 


It goes without saying that buildings 


Of the 1,100 theatres in use at the turn of the 




v ,ike these are not t0 everybody’s taste. century. 85% have been bulldozed into oblivion 


,• m 



But to be honest, taste has nothing 


to do with it. 


It is all too easy to destroy a building. 

And all too impossible to put it back again. 


A building does not have to be 


beautiful to be worthy of preservation. 
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Besides, who is to say what is 
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i'bi ■■ •' •' •V.beautiful and what is not? 




ENGLISH HERITAGE 


Should it be saved for the nation? 


FOR MORE INFORMATION. WRITE TO CUSTOMER SERVICES. ENGLISH HERITAGE. 429 OXFORD STREET. LONDON \u l r -» ur , 

___ ‘ HD 0R CALI 0171 975 3434. 
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Code 2 means cover the courts immediately, and the teams spring into action. The record is 32 seconds 


Game to the undercover 
heroes of Wimbledon 

Stephen Farrell and John Goodbody on yesterday's unmatched stars 


COLD and wet. the undercover 
hemes of Wimbledon huddled in 
rowel cupboards and Fbrukabins 
yesterday, waiting for the secret 
signal to spring into action. After 
nine hours, it finally came. A 
prearranged code flashed on to a 
digital board above Court 7. and 
the green nylon covers were deflat¬ 
ed and pulled back, briefly, to 
cheers from hajf-empty stands. 

The court-cover squad is made 
up of 120 students, paid 125 a day 


during the championship fort¬ 
night. When the sun shines, ihey 
are ignored by everyone. But when 
the rain falls, they suddenly be¬ 
come the must powerful and un¬ 
popular people at the event. 
Sprinting on to the courts, they 
clear nets, posts, chairs and towels 
wiihin -to seconds, bundling off 
players and line judges. While the 
Centre Court is covered by the 
club's own grounds!aff and No I 
Court by the Army, the students 


are on all outside and practice 
courts. Until last year, their power 
was absolute. Umpires who re¬ 
fused to move were wheeled off in 
their chairs. A player who grum¬ 
bled - including, memorably. 
Jimmy Connors — suddenly found 
himself jumping to avoid a heavy 
roller. 

They opera re in teams of six. with 
only one woman per team because 
they are deemed less able to pull 
the rollers. Two of the team must 


remain courfside at ail times, no 
matter how sunny, and the work¬ 
ing day can be Sam to 10pm. Their 
lives are governed by the referee's 
hotline to the weathermen. 

While other eyes are fixed on the 
Centre and No 1 Court scure^ 
boards, they stare in the other 
direction to watch for code num¬ 
bers of the crow's nest scoreboard. 
The code is: l, standby: 2. cover 
immediately, even if rain has not 
yet begum 3. inflate: A. deflate; 5. 



uncover. For tennis fans it is the 
ideal job. and there may be other 
compensations. Each year ru¬ 
mours abound of laie-nieht sexual 
activity on the hallowed turf under 
the in flared covers. Veterans recall 
great amusement when the Court 5 
team arrived the morning after a 
party' to find champagne glasses, 
contraceptives and a discarded 
stocking cm the grass. 

This year has had a tough start. 
Rain badly disrupted ihe qualify¬ 


ing tournament at the Bank of 
England ground, which affected 
the huild-up for the main event. A 
senior member of staff said: "lr was 
the worst possible stun. At no stage 
could we get all the teams together 
for practice. Most of ihc students 
are new ihis year anJ they have 
been kept by their courts the whole 
time." However, this year is unlike¬ 
ly to equal the worst of all. In 1*122 it 
ruined every day. 

Tlie average time for covering a 


court is -lt> seconds, and the all-timvu; 
record 32 seconds. This year, ther- 
ernw's nesl staff haw observed, the 
Court 7 team is the quickest.ie 
Y esterday umbrellas remained rcMs 
oluiely imt until 5.30pm. and evenlr 
then ihe respite was brief. In les- r. 
than an hour, the cover* were backrt 
LUi lie fore e'etl a single pot nr had'd 
been played in some matches. ig 

- n 

Letters, page 2$»f 
Tennis, pages 4S & 52 


More rain this 
month than all 
of summer ’95 


By Mark H en person 


THE wet weather which 
washed out four hours of 
play at Wimbledon yester¬ 
day and blighted the Lord's 
Test is the worst for ten 
years, the Meteorological Of¬ 
fice said yesterday. It is al¬ 
ready the wettest June since 
1991 and, if the rain con¬ 
tinues, as is forecast it will 
be the wettest since 1987. 

There has been more 
rain since June 1 than in the 
entire summer of 1995, 
with 87mm already recorded. 
Hosepipe bans and 
drought restrictions are un¬ 
likely to be lifted, how¬ 
ever. The Environment 
Agency said that reser¬ 
voirs would need several 
more months of similar 
rain levels to benefit 

The forecast is for more 
showers, and the Met Office 
thinks the June 1991 fig¬ 
ure of 93mm is almost cer¬ 
tain to be eclipsed. 

(hough it would need to rain 
heavily for every remain¬ 
ing day of fibe month to beat 
the June 1987 fignre of 
105mm. 

Wimbledon narrowly 
avoided losing a whole day’s 
play for the first lime 
since 1992, when the second 
Friday was rained off. 

Only 27 days have been lost 


completely to rain in the 
championships’ 110-year hist¬ 
ory. In 1995. no rain fell 
during Wimbledon 
fortnight 

Andy Yeatman. of the 
Met Office, said the rain had 
been caused by an area of 
low pressure over Britain 
that bad not moved away 
as quickly as usual. “Nor¬ 
mally low pressure whit 
res across the country and Is 
gone in a few days. This 
one just sat there, so we got 
grey skies and lots of 
showers.” 

The low pressure, 
which was forecast in the 
Met Office's latest long¬ 
term bulletin, is likdy to re¬ 
main for at least another 
week, bringing the prospect 
of further disruption to 
Wimbledon and the Old 
TraffordTest match, 
which starts next 
Thursday. 

Piers Corbyn. of Wea¬ 
ther Action, which produces 
long-range forecasts us¬ 
ing solar activity, said that 
more rain was experted in 
July. “There is a lot of solar 
activity at the moment, 
which tends to make weather 
cycles more extreme.” 

Forecast, page 26 



Ava sun h.l ' 

In an kksil wortil ytw ad] always be- there for >wir family. But ■?h»juld 
ihe wort happen would They he able 10 cope wfthoui you? 

For Ihe monthly cqunakan of JJp a day you can hdp -aiqpani your 
I.utuIvS firwnL-ial future 

Legal <fc General's Family Pimuion Man will ensure ifc« j lump sum is 
paid should you die or become eligible few tenrinjl illnes* benefit during 
ihe term you «tec1 IlS easy j HO ,, llxTLE 1T COUID COST YOU 
io huclptfl for as ynu only pay 
a premium for a fixai period 
of lone, and ihe jrauum wu 
pjv eK-h month stays the same. 

Fnr .i f tec quotation call the number h*». AhemaiSvdy. cuiuct yuur 

fuumttl Jih-Ber. 


is'sw S _ 

-mow isW'S3il8? 

ftnrd a mudr uam-iwmbtr nc«f JOfnn, 
IKOrpiadrc vibfcci in tadl«Un*l* Jcudhi' 


■??. 1 - ra m ■ i 

FOB AN KStANtQVOTEON 1£1W COST COVER | f &T 

— L Genenri 


0500 33 60 60 


QUOTING the MfEXfiNCE KUMBES BZ7JDL02 


ft Gneal pratmsa 


— . .. ,__ .... 

farther MtePaM M; 

hgy.vwwwJfgjMwffc---- ^ ^ n—hny. ~ rftrtd by ttr Icgl A Ow* 

Arena tauaJ J° r ** r 

pmpesxi 4 ««■—**"«* amomattma Kmmiw 

***** gntarm) onk« 

I real * Cc~*»l UaUirt m toft** 1 N “ 

II i^ar*nVkt"rta‘««’ londtmKrN JTf 














Secure your family's future 
for less than 20p a day 











ALFA 146. EVERYONE AT THE OFFICE 

WILL THINK 

YOU'VE BEEN PROMOTED. 






And who could blame thorn? Its 
looks olone arc enough to get people 
talking. So when you tell them the 
146 range is powered by Alfa's 
unique I6V Twin Spark engines (1.6, 
1.8 and 2.0 litre versions), they may 
turn a little green. 

Add to this disc brakes all round 
(ventilated at the front}., state-of-the- 
art safety features (ABS, side impact 

Internet; http://www.alfaromeo.co.uk 
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bars, driver's airbag) plus leather 
steering wheel and gear knob and 
you have a car that will make you 
look the part. 


The T.6 16Y Twin Spark is just 
£14,463.53 on the road. And with 
Aifa Romeo Preferenaa you can 
simply drive this car away for only 


£199 per month* - plus' deposit and 
final payment. 

When the agreement period finishes 
either return the car, or make the 
final payment:' Also available on 
contract hire. Arrange--a test 
drive. Call 0800 718000 for 
your nearest dealer, 3-YEAR 

and give yourself a um 
promotion. myrote*. ,V»/. 


Mfcfa ikw Mb ban IttL Du k mi m kUb £515 fw Unty ft phot W II ■*& wd W !**«■ *** idaiiithfirt I* of MS Is IhUhI nEfc fa bbUf wtHrt.*‘ , Ojtalai^wbiiadlirt wBrtPEpea«WUlwfc«dlHi|«Hii^Nfculiidewha»«g«a«UltB|«dBfca^iql 1’ 

rts m « ml tag to costal M hjwl EhMss £25 feta fee. Mttm M!« J ui ^ lb I** ikm on wmt«In ti pMq JunMaguti 1997. Ran uMk M 

Ree^y Sente, Ffl In 17909. Bfatwr^b BH1? 5W AHb Ihm Ftawd Senrim is p OtAq Jflte if fl« *H* Ftwnd Snvkas. j 


« 


A * 




























* 


6 HOME NEWS 


THE TIMES THURSDAY JUNE 26 199 


Princess pulls out 
of mines meeting 
after Tory censure 


raJSBY/Ba/TEBS 


DIANA. Princess of Wales, 
was “extremely disappointed 
and frustrated" yesterday 
after deciding to withdraw 
from a meeting at the House of 
Commons to discuss a world¬ 
wide ban on landmines. 

It is understood that the 
Princess, who returned from 
New York early yesterday, 
was shocked by criticism of 
her proposed visit to the 
Commons by some Tory MPs. 

They claimed that the 
Princess's attendance at the 
meeting, to be adressed by the 
Independent MP Martin Bell, 
would break the convention 
■hat members of the Royal 
Family do nor become in¬ 
volved in party politics. 

The Princess' had talks with 
ter staff ar Kensington Palace 
jvemight. and made the deci¬ 
de:! not to attend the meeting 
lfier she arrived home from 
he United States. A statement 
.aid: "As the Princess has 
;tated on a number of occa- 
•ions. her involvement in the 
ssues surrounding anri-per- 
•onnel landmines is exclusive- 
y humanitarian. 

"The all-party private meti¬ 
ng was ro have been an 
ipportuniiy for the Princess to 
•>e further briefed on certain of 
he issues. Details of (he 
neefing have, however, now 
ieen made public and a poli- 
ical dimension has been 
ntroduced to its purpose. As 

consequence the Princess's 
[tendance has been made 
intenable." 

Members of the all-party 
andmines Eradication Croup, 
nduding the chairman, the 
a hour MP Frank Cook, will 
■e invited to speak to the 


By Emma Wilkins 

Princess at Kensington Palace. 
Mr Cook expressed anger 
about the decision “forced on" 
the Princess: "Most MPs are 
happy about her involvement 
Twenty-five thousand people a 
year lose their lives while these 
small-minded backbenchers 
are arguing about details on 
an unjustified basis." 

A close friend of the Princess 
said: "To say she feels ex¬ 
tremely disappointed is an 
understatement. It seems she 
cannot do anything without 
someone using it as an excuse 
to attack her. She thinks it is 
astonishing that one or two 
politicians should try to turn 
this into a political issue. It is a 
humanitarian issue: anyone 
can see that. She felt she didn't 
want to detract from the 
meeting or have it turned into 

£ It seems she 
cannot do 
anything without 
someone using it 
as an excuse to 
attack her 3 


a media circus. She is feeling 
very sad and frustrated.” 

David Wilshire. Conserva¬ 
tive MP for Spelthome. who 
had questioned the constitu¬ 
tional implications of the 
Princess's visit to the Com¬ 
mons meeting, said he was not 
sorry that she had decided to 
puli out. He said he was 
sympathetic to the Princess's 


views on landmines, but be¬ 
lieved there should be a proper 
national debate before any 
change in the constitutional 
position of the Royal Family to 
allow its members to anend 
political functions. 

However. George Foulkes, 
junior International Develop¬ 
ment Minister, said during 
Commons questions: The 
Princess of Wales has helped 
to raise the profile of this issue 
and it is entirely regrettable 
she has had to withdraw 
because of pressure from 
Members opposite.” A Down¬ 
ing Street spokesman said 
No 10 had not been involved 
with the Princess's decision. 

The Princess has recently 
addressed politicians on both 
sides of the Atlantic on rhe 
subject of landmines without 
attracting the ire of Tory MPs. 
Clare Short International 
Development Secretary, was 
in the audience for the 
Princess’s speech at the Royal 
Geographical Society two 
weeks ago. Elizabeth Dole, 
wife of the former Republican 
presidential candidate, joined 
the Princess's campaign in 
America against landmines. 
Neither event attracted such 
political criticism. 

“ft seems that a very small 
number of people have man¬ 
aged to create a hiss out of 
nothing simply because they 
object to a member of the 
Royal Family entering the 
House of Commons," one of 
the Princess's advisers said. 

It is understood that the 
Princess’s decision not to at¬ 
tend the meeting was taken 
after wide consultation with 
experts on royal protocol. 
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The Princess after arriving at Heathrow yesterday. Critics said her Commons visit would break royal protocol 


Independent schools join in summer literacy scheme 


By David Charter 
El'CATION CORRESPONDENT 

WO independent schools yester- 
ay joined rhe Government's sum¬ 
mer scheme to improve the literacy 
f children who attend state prima- 
schools. 

David Blunkett. the Education 
nd Employment Secretary, an- 
ounced their involvement after 
lews International, owner of The 
imes . made a donation of £250.000 
tat will double the number of 


children who are able to take part. 
Mr Blunkett said the donation 
would help 1,580 II-year-olds to 
attend classes during their holidays 
to improve their reading and writ¬ 
ing skills before starting secondary 
school. 

The two independents. Dulwich 
College in southeast London and 
King Edward’s School in Bir¬ 
mingham. were yesterday named 
among 21 schools joining the 29 
originals in the scheme. Mr 
Blunkett said the project demon¬ 


strated the Government’s desire to 
work with independent schools, 
which have been wary of Labour’s 
attitude towards their charitable 
status. 

“This is a sign of our encourage¬ 
ment of partnerships between inde¬ 
pendent and stale schools so they 
can work together for the benefit of 
all the pupils in their areas.” Mr 
Blunkett said at News Internation¬ 
al's plant in Wapping. east London. 

“Thanks to this generous dona¬ 
tion by News International, we can 


now fund a total of 50 schools and 
and offer twice as many pupils the 
opportunity to improve their read¬ 
ing skills." 

Les Hinton, executive chairman 
of News International, said: "The 
Summer Literacy Schools initiative 
gives children the opportunity to 
improve their reading skills at this 
crucial stage In their school career. 
This will allow them to enter 
secondary education on an equal 
footing with their friends and go on 
to achieve the high standards of 


education that modem UK business 
requires." 

Hugh Wright, Chief Master at 
King Edward’s School, said his 
sixth formers would help teachers to 
give the child ren 50 hours of lessons. 
The school already runs weekend . 
classes for local children. 

“We were absolutely delighted to 
be asked to be involved. The 
Government could not have given a 
better signal of its plans for partner¬ 
ship with independent schools.” 

Graham Able. Master of Dulwich 


College, said it had run summer 
lessons on Saturdays for a number 
of years. “It is a natural extension of 
the Saturday school concept," he 
said. “I dont think we would see this 
as a way of trying to cuny favour 
with any particular political party, 
but trying to proride a. local 
service ” 

A number of other companies are 
also helping the scheme, including 
Ahoo Towers, which is offering 
incentive trips to children from two 
schools. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mail and 
sons die 
in cliff 


An accountant threw birth 
sdf and his two sons, aged 
one and three, 400ft off 
Beachy Head, East Sus¬ 
sex, - yesterday, killing 
them'alL Police bad been 
searching for John 
Cbetwynd since bis Viet- 
I namese-bonr -wife, Hiet, 
was taken to hospital after 
being attached with a 
baseball bat at home in 
Hayes, west London. 

Boxer in court 

Herbie Hide, former 
world heavyweight boxing 
champion, denied kerb- 
crawling when he ap¬ 
peared in court at 
Higbgate. north London. 
The case against Hide, 25, 
from Norwich, was ad¬ 
journed until August. 

Passengers hurt 

Ten passengers were hurt, 
none seriously, when a 
crowded rush-hour train 
hit die buffers at Victoria 
station. London. Rail track 
launched an inquiiy into 
the incident. which in¬ 
volved the 6.54am from 
Ashford in Kent 

Bridge too far 

Plans for a second road 
bridge to span the Forth 
were shelved by Malcolm 
Chisholm, the Scottish 
Transport Minister. The 
£150 million project was 
drawn up by the previous 
Government under the 
Private Finance Initiative. 

Widow wins 

A widow given 28 days to . 
leave Britain can stay. 
Karen Marlow, 32. of 
Wortwell, Norfolk, an 
American, was in the Uni¬ 
ted States when her Brit¬ 
ish husband died. Immig¬ 
ration officials said she 
bad no right of residence. 

Promise kept 

Mark Payton, six. prom- ; 
ised to invite Pat and 
Howard Duke to his wed¬ 
ding after they helped his 
family in Ibiza. Now 27 
and a cabinet maker, he 
has married at Windsor 
Castle with the Sheffield 
couple among the guests. 


www.dell.com/uk 
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too fast to print.) 
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The net is best for Dell's forest prices. Ar rhe Dell 
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I am worth eveiy 
penny, says ihm 
Dome supremo 


By Valerie Elliott. Whitehall editor 


JENNIFER PAGE, chief exec¬ 
utive of the Millennium Dome 
project, last night put up a ' 
staunch defence of her three- 
year £500.000 salary package 
and said she was “worth very 
penny". 

The 53-year-old public ser¬ 
vice high-flyer authorised her 
company. Millennium Cen¬ 
tral, to describe the scale of the 
job and how she represented 
good value for money. A 
spokesman said that Miss 
Page was no “fat cat" and that 
she was in charge of one of the 
largest construction projects 
in the world. 

It emerged that a last- 
minute deal between the for¬ 
mer Government and the 
Labour Party before the elec¬ 
tion approved a £150.000 a 
year salary, plus £67,500 pen¬ 
sion contributions, and a 
£45.000 success fee if the dome 
is opened on time and 10 
million people visit it Her 
spokesman said: "She was 
well-prepared for this flak and 


knew the salary would be 
contentious. But she thinks 
she’s worth every’ penny.” 

She has to organise and 
select the entertainment inside 
the dome, raise £190 million in 
sponsorship, and insure chat 
■10 million people visit rhe site 
within a year to raise cash 
from Ticket sales and gate 
receipts. The spokesman raid: 
"You are .talking about some¬ 
thing bigger than EuroDis- 
ney or Alton Towers, it will be 
the biggest event in the world 
in 2000. The salary is consid¬ 
erably less than the marker 
rale for such events." 

It was emphasised that 
Miss Page was on a fixed-term 
contract and that her job 
ended towards rhe end of2001. 
"She has personally been the 
driving force, keeping it ali 
togeiher." 

Her package was also de¬ 
fended by senior Whitehall 
sources: “She has to achieve a 
specific result. No-one wants 
to be remembered as the 


person who builr the Dome 
that wasn't finished till 2001. 
Her performance bonus is 
being judged on that If 
someone had come in from the 
private sector and took this 
salary, no one would have 
batted an eyelid." 

Miss Page’s precise job is a 
nationalised post created by 
the last Tory Government. 
Millennium Central is a limit¬ 
ed company whose only share¬ 
holder is now Peter Mand- 
eiscsn, the Minister without 
Portfolio. 

It is understood that the 
salary figure was left in the 
balance until just before the 
election and that Michael 
Heselnne. was called in to 
help broker the final deal with 
Labour. 

Ministers are irritated 
about the continuing contro¬ 
versy over the Dome, pointing 
out that it is just one projecr. 
with just £450 million of lot¬ 
tery money, while others were 
receiving £1.6 to £1JJ billion. 



Jennifer Page: in charge of one of the world’s largest construction projects 


Impresario of the 
West End to stage 
Greenwich show 

By Valerie Elliott 


THE theatre impresario Sir 
Cameron Mackintosh has 
been drafted in to save the 
troubled millennium exhibi¬ 
tion. The Government will 
announce today that the cre¬ 
ator of the West End shows 
Les Miserabies and Miss Sai¬ 
gon will produce a musical as 
the centrepiece of the Green¬ 
wich Dome project 
His involvement with the 
controversial event is a coup 
for Peter Mandelson. the 
Minister without Portfolio, 
who within a week of being 
charged with rescuing the 
project has injected new ener¬ 
gy and commitment into the 
millennium celebration. 

The appointment is almost 
certain to pass the “Euan 
test": Tony Blair said last 
week that he wanted the 
Dome project to be so exciting 
that his teenage son would 
demand to see iL 
Sir Cameron has promised 
to devise a show which will 
play for the whole millenni¬ 
um year in a theatre to be 
called the Drum Arena. He 
has asked one of his regular 
designers. John Napier, to 


help to create a pageant for 
the new era. 

The Cabinet today will also 
consider Ideas from Chris 
Smith, the National Heritage 
Secretary, on how to ensure 
the exhibition has a perma¬ 
nent legacy, is exciting and 
will not be a drain on the 
public purse. 

Ministers are concerned 
that the national focus is on 
Greenwich, which wil! receive 
£450 million of National Lot¬ 
tery money', while some 
£1.8 billion is earmarked for 
regional attractions. They in¬ 
clude the Eden centre at St 
Austell, Cornwall the site for 
the world's largest glasshouse 
showing flora and fauna from 
around the globe, and the 
Lowry Centre on the water¬ 
side at Salford. 

The success of the 
Millenium Dome represents 
a personal challenge for Mr 
Mandelson. His grandfather, 
the Labour minister Herbert 
Morrison, was nicknamed 
Lord Festival after bringing 
the 1951 Festival of Britain 
back from the brink of 
disaster. 


Securicor staff 
barred after 
inquest verdict 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 

SEVEN custody officers em- The inquest was told that Mr 
ployed by Securicor were sus- Austin, the first person to die 
pended from working with while in the care of Securicor. 
prisoners last night after an was left hanging from a light 
inquest found that lack of care fitting for almost ten minutes 
contributed to the death of an because custody officers 
inmate in a court cell: thought he was faking a 

The inquest was told that suicide attempt. 

Peter Austin, 30. died by It was claimed that, as Mr 
hanging in the cells at Brent- Austin hung from his T-shirt 

ford Magistrates’ Court while one Securicor custody officer 

awaiting a bail hearing on a said: “Cheeky bugger, he just 

r* burglary charge. The jury winked at me." One officer 

! returned a verdict of acciden- allegedly told Mr Austin’s 

tai death but said that a lack of lawyer “If we are quiet and 

care contributed to the death don’t let him know we are 

of Mr Austin, a schizophrenic, here, he will move." 
who had been arrested on . When the officers finally 
suspicion of burglary: checked his condition , he was 

Within an hour of the end of pronounced in good health 

the inquest in Hammersmith, and it was dedded that a 

- west London, the Prison Ser- planned bail hearing should 

> vice said that the seven take place outside his cell. The 

Securicor staff would be magistrate and a Crown Pros- 

>. barred from working with ecutinn Service official were 

;> prisoners. The certificates that brought to the cell. 

I allow them to work with The prosecution was told to 
™ prisoners have been suspend- start outlining its case but 
ed while an inquiry is held to when Mr Austin did not move, 
decide whether they should be a senior Securicor officer said 
permanently revoked. he was obliged to check him. 

Hugh Taylor, director of Thirty minutes later he was 
administration and services ■ pronounced dead, 
for the Prison Service, said the While in custody, Mr Austin 

authority and Securicor deep- who had disappeared from a 
ly regretted the death of Mr hospital psychiatric ward, had 
Austin, a father of three. "In attempted to cut his wrists and 
the light of the inquest verdict was examined by a police 
and the criticisms of the surgeon who prescribed a 
Securicor staff on duty at the drug for his schizophrenia, 
time of Mr Austin’s death, the Securicor was awarded a 
Prison Service is suspending con trad to escort prisoners in 
the certificates of . seven 1994 and has dealt with more 
Securicor staff." he said, than 300.000 inmates. 


Renewing your home insurance 
in June or July 
and want to save money ? 


If you are 50 or over call free ! 

0800 414 525 
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It's the easiest rime ever to buy a new 
Clio — or any other Renault*. Because now, 
depending on which model you’re looking 
at, you'll have up to six superb Renault 
Freeways finance offers to choose from. 



Drive away the Renault of your choice 
for a 50% deposit - then pay the balance in 
12 monthly instalments. The interest rate? 
A big, friendly 0%*. 
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TYPICAL EXAMPLE 

KTH 

Cash Price (Inc. 

Lfl the read ccstsr 

£8^40.00 

Deposit 

£4.120.00 

Monthly 

Repayments 

£34333 
a 12 

Total CmM Price 

£8,240.00 



Get behind the wheel for a deposit of 
just 30%. Then repay the remainder at low 
interest over a leisurely 24 months*. 



TYPICAL EXAMPLE 





Cash Pnoeflnc. 
on the mad costal* 

£8.240.00 

/ 1 

Deposit 

£2.472 00 

/ • J xm 

Monthly 

Repayments 

£254.27 

* 24 


mirwrm 

£8,674.48** 



This way you put a mere 20% of the 
price down, with the balance easily digested 
in 36 bite-sized monthly parts*. 



TYPICAL EXAMPLE 


O v 

Cash Price fine. 

OP the road ojsfcJ- 

£8,240.00 


Deposit 

£1.648.00 

OiJam 

MorthJy 

Repayments 

£204.54 
a 36 





Ray a rock-bottom deposit of just £99 
on any Renault. You’ll have no less than 48 
months to pay the difference*- 



TYPICAL EXAMPLE 


00 

Cash Price One. 
on the road oostsT 

£8240.00 


Deposit 

£99.00 

IV 

/ •/ APB 

Monthly 

Repayments 

£202.17 

*48 


Total Credit Price 

M&ZESM 



Take off in your Renault for a 50% 
down-payment. Then give yourself an 
undemanding 24 months to repay the 
balance at 0% interest*. 


a 

TYPICAL EXAMPLE 

mi 

Cash Price One. 
on the mad coster 

£8^40.00 

Deposit 

£4,12000 

Monthly 

Repayments 

£171.67 

x24 

Total Cnrft Price 

£824000 


Li L.-J 


-Ttk 



Once again a 50% deposit secures the 
keys, and again the repayments are interest- 
free. But this way you have even longer to 
pay — a whopping 36 months*. 


a 

TYPICAL EXAMPLE 

BftdtMi 

Cash Price One. 
on flu mttettfe)* 

£824000 

DBpOSfi 

E4J20.00 

Monthly 

^payment* 

£114.44 

*36 


£8^4000 





BUYING A NEW RENAULT HAS NEVER BEEN SO EASY. 
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BA plans air defence as 
cabin crew vote to strike 




■h' 






Rachel 

Campbell- 

Johnston: 

MY 

MARCH 
WITH THE 
HUNTING 
LOBBY 


weekend 


THE travel plans of millions 
of holidaymakers and busi¬ 
ness people could be disrupted 
this summer after British Air¬ 
ways cabin crew voted over¬ 
whelmingly yesterday in 
favour of strike action. 

As leaders of the Transport 
and General Workers Union 
planned a series of actions 
designed to ground the airline. 
BA management prepared a 
contingency operation to keep 
most services Operating- 

Members of the British 
Airlines Stewards and Stew¬ 
ardesses Association (Bassa). 
who voted in favour of indus¬ 
trial action, are concentrated 
in domestic and European 
short-haul services with the 
rival, but smaller, union Cab¬ 
in Crew 89 dominating the 
more profitable long-haul 
routes. BA plans to use man¬ 
agement teams, short-haul 
crew who want to work and 
cabin stalT drafted in from 
foreign bases to keep the main 
international routes running 
to schedule. 

The dispute is over a new 
pay structure designed to in¬ 
crease basic pensionable pay 
in return for more flexible 
working. Similar deals have 


■ British Airways management is drafting 
in staff from abroad as it prepares for a trial of 
strength with more than 8,000 cabin crew 
over a pay dispute, Harvey Elliott reports 


been accepted by nearly all 
other sections in the airline 
and BA insists that it will not 
make anyone worse off and 
could bring basic pay rises of 
up to 24 per cent 

BA claimed that only 40 per 
cent of the total number of 
cabin crew have voted for 
strike action. Hie T&G-backed 
Bassa claimed that 0,400 
members voted for industrial 
action with only 1.770 against 
— a 73 per cent majority. 

George Ryde. the T&G's 
national officer for civil avia¬ 
tion. said that the ballot pro¬ 
duced the Iargest-ever res¬ 
ponse- “Given the pressure of 
the management on people to 
vote ‘No* this is a remarkable 
result," he said. “All we are 
demanding is that the com¬ 
pany negotiates with us.” 

There is long-running re¬ 
sentment among cabin crew 
over what they regard as 
“threatening” actions and 


statements by management. 
Potential strikers were yester¬ 
day warned that they faced the 
sack and possible financial 
penalties for any losses BA 
might incur- 

All 12.000 cabin crew mem¬ 
bers were sent a personal 
letter pleading with them to 
ignore any strike call and 
detailing ways in which they 
could get to work if they 
wished. The union is to meet 
on Monday to deride what 
action to take. 

Ir will have to give BA seven 
days’ notice of any action, 
which could take place in mid- 
July — almost certianly timed 
to coincide with the peak 
holiday season after schools 
have broken up. 

If even a handful of the 
12000 cabin crew in the 
airline walk out some cancel¬ 
lations or delays are inevitable 
because of CAA safety rules 
governing the number of cab¬ 


in crew. BA is determined to 
faoe down any strike action 
and managers are confident. 
that they can keep most flights 
operating. There is no strike 
announced yet so there is no 
need for any passenger To 
change travel plans at the 
moment,” a spokesman said. 

Bob Ayling. the British Air¬ 
ways chief executive, said last 
night that he was sad that 
Bassa had involved its mem¬ 
bers in a possible strike. 
“Many of our employees are 
already coming to us to help 
them come to work in the 
event of a strike." he said. 

Cabin Crew 89, which says 
that ir has seen its member¬ 
ship rise since the dispute 
began, accused the T&G of 
attempting to create “an old- 
fashioned image of tough¬ 
ness”. Bassa insisted that it 
was reflecting the views of the 
vast majority of BA cabin 
crew. "By any democratic test 
it is dear that the members do 
not believe BA management 
when they say they will not 
lose out in tills deal which has 
been imposed upon them.” a 
spokesman said. 

Travel News, pages 42, 43 










B ^dijef twci,tive Bob Ayling and operations director Mike Street, left yesterday 
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From the victor 
the spoils 


I'll 



tea® 


To celebrate their success in the 
World Rally Championship SEAT will 
pay your deposit* on the new Ibiza 1.4SE 

Yes, it’s true. With SEAT Solutions you really can drive away an Ibiza that delivers as much 
enjoyment as its World Championship winning rally counterpart, without having to pay a deposit. 
And for the winning price of just £182.51 a month (plus deposit and final payment). All this plus a 
3 year unlimited mileage warranty and 3 years AA cover. Visit your local showroom to find out more 
about the SEAT range — call free on 0500 22 22 22 for your nearest dealer. 

Example: tbiza 1.4SE 3 door 


'**3*3 *< 4 '* w 

.. ■' : vi 

UNLIMITLD MflFAGE * /' I 

3 ; % ‘ ’ 1 

%•! 

YEAR ,;Vy 
WARRANTY , 


Period (months) 

36 

Final Payment** 

£3,686.25 

Annual Contract Mileage 

10.000 

Total Payment— 

£11.024.10 

On the road cash price* (Inc. VAT) 

£8,900.00 

APR 

12.60% 

Deposit 

£890.00 

35 monthly payments 

£182.51 


Charge for Credit 


£2.124.10 



CortotfaEdonttiengftfQQia l.£5E3dcor. 'UpBEKJO C*«Swf*s31slAugusI »OT. VVhcnyous^ffiebnsncpasfnnm. 

VOtf dosigr „S as* you V> sqn a ssraa* tom asnwwg S* ens; tn wfcSt tie (fcp** cortrfcuton «R be pass w flu by 

SEAT UK. a (Bvocn g} Uahsatagen G»ao Uft&d Kngdom Lswtad. “ftcitJ?! CT3 opbon Is purchase lee paK&e X 9*> end o* 
ftocontras. •’TnduJri £B0 xcecsrW-ce jnyaifc piymon!art n0 opten to purfi**feepayastea)#*?end 

|he coneaa *CrJi fnse otroa a taw of id p*Ms mts mum nuntw ptses. deb«y and iC nmfs road fcmd teence. 

Cf«a srtjed w sac indemncw -k* t* ’wma MWten guotabn ra*Uo an iw*** from SEAT ftwxa. Veomm Dnw, 
®**Und5. UKon Keynes MK>5 SAM SEAT Finance c a o) Valowagen Fiiancal 5um*i (UK) Lid 


ENJOY YOURSELF 


Bingham calls 
for inquiry 
into crime and 
punishment 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


THE Lord Chief Justice last 
night called for a Royal Com¬ 
mission to be set up into the 
effects of punishment on crim¬ 
inals. particularly young 
offenders. 

Lord Bingham of Comhill. 
the most senior judge in 
England and Wales, said that 
it was now widely believed 
that a “significant number of 
teenagers were dangerous and 
a menace to society”. 

The system of youth justice 
was under scrutiny but the 
police, the Crown Prosecution 
Service and the courts could 
not solve the problem of 
juvenile crime on their own. 
The time was ripe for a 
“comprehensive review” of 
crime and punishment either 
by a Royal Commission, or by 
reviving the Advisory Council 
on the Penal System. Lord 
Bingham said. 

Giving the Prison Reform 
Trust’s annua! lecture, he 
said: “The beginning of a new 
Parliament is the ideal mo¬ 
ment for such an initiative.” ff 
such a commission could 
reach “authoritative conclu¬ 
sions"- which commanded 
public and professional re¬ 
spect and were enacted, this 
Parliament “would earn an 
assured place in rhe history of 
this country”. 

Lord Bingham said that 
there was a "small but identifi¬ 
able core" of young offenders 
whose criminal conduct called 
for serious punitive sentences. 
■“Nothing else will afford the 
public adequate protection, nr 
satisfy the public that grossly 
anri-sodal behaviour is ade¬ 
quately punished." However, 
he added. “We should never 
lose sight of the human suffer¬ 
ing so often involved.” 

Lord Bingham expressed 
support for the review that the 
Government is undertaking 
into the youth justice system, 
and for its moves tn expedite 


the courts’ handling of young 
offenders — provided that the 
legitimate imenests of defen¬ 
dants and the independence of 
judges and magistrates were 
safeguarded. He also called 
for measures to be taken to 
divert young people from 
crime at the earliest opportu¬ 
nity. and to tackle the root 
causes of offending. 

"By the time teenagers ap¬ 
pear before the courts as per¬ 
sistent or serious offenders ... 
the opportunity to divert them 
into more constructive and sa¬ 
tisfying ways of life may well 
have been last That is why. in 
my opinion, every encourage¬ 
ment and support should be 

Letters. 23 

given to- schemes aimed .to 
save young offenders from 
being irretrievably sucked into 
the criminal process." 

The factors which predis¬ 
posed people to criminal activ¬ 
ity’ were well known, he said. 
They related to family back¬ 
ground, schooling, poverty 
and other social conditions, 
and when there were a num¬ 
ber of adverse indicators, the 
chance was greater that a 
young person would become a 
persistent offender, he said. 
When offending began at a 
young age, ihe risk of a settled 
pattern of delinquency was 
correspondingly greater. 

It followed "that the public 
interest is best served by effec¬ 
tively addressing these prob- / 
lems which (if it can be done) 
will save the victims of crime 
much needless misery". This 
would allow young people to 
lead constructive and fulfilling 
lives, rather than offending, 
and the public purse would be 
relieved of much of the cost of 
handling young criminals, 
whu otherwise wuuld go on to 
do more harm as adults. 
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Face saver for the 


archaeologists who 
lost their heads 


Peter Foster reports as science reconstructs look of past 


THE faces of a high-ranking 
Egyptian man and a woman 
who died almost 2,000 years 
ago have been reconstructed 
from their skulls. The work by 
a scientist who helps police id 
identify bodies has shown that 
the painted portraits on their 
mummies were realistic 
depictions. 

1 1 has followed the discovery 
of a mix-up over the work of 
the great archaeologist Sir 
Hinders Petrie. He found the 
■skulls and die mummy por¬ 
traits in 188S in a burial' pit at 
Hawara, southwest of Cairo, 
hut the find was somehow 
broken up in Britain. The 
portraits have been at the 
National Portrait Gallery, but 
no one knew 7 what happened 
to the skulls. 

They were rediscovered 
after a chance encounter be¬ 
tween Paul Roberts. Curator 
of Greek and Roman Antiqui¬ 
ties at the British Museum, 
and Meredith Thompson, an 
archeology student at Univer¬ 
sity College London. Dr Rob¬ 
erts mentioned the lost skulls 
in a lecture. Ms Thompson 
revealed that she was studying 
some of them for her under¬ 
graduate dissertation. They 
were lying in boxes in a 
London museum which was 
unaware of their real impor¬ 
tance. although they were 
clearly labelled! in Petrie’s 
handwriting. The identity of 
the museum is not being 
revealed. 

The reconstruction of the 



ISRAEL r 





Sir Flinders Petrie made his Hawara find in 1888. Now the head of an Egyptian womaa reconstructed from her newly rediscovered skull is on show with its mummy portrait, behind 


skulls was. commissioned by 
the British Museum, which is 
staging an exhibition of mure 
than 200 mummy portraits 
dating from 1st and 3rd ccntu- 
ry Rum an Egypt. Richard 
Neave. Artist in Medicine and 
Life Science at the University 
of Manchester, was given the 
skulls to work on, but was not 
shown the portraits which 
belonged to them, so that he 
could not be influenced by 
them. 

He spent two weeks pains¬ 
takingly rebuilding the faces 
in day before casting the 
heads in wax and bronze, with 
the help of John Prag. Keeper 
of Mediterranean Archaeolo¬ 
gy at the Manchester Muse¬ 
um. When the work was 
finished, the sculpted heads 
were compared with the por¬ 
traits and found to bear an 
almost exact resemblance. Mr 


Neave'S experience includes 
work for the police, and recon¬ 
structing the head of Lindow 
Man, an Iron Age man found 
in a peat bog near Manchester 
in 1984. 

Dr M.L. Bierbrier, Assis¬ 
tant Keeper of Egyptian Antiq¬ 
uities at the British Museum. 


said that the project had 
dearly shown that the mum¬ 
my portraits were intended as 
realistic depictions of their 
subjects. More than 1.000 Df 
the portraits, painted on 
limewood, have survived. 

Virtually nothing is known 
about the lives of the two 


people whose faces were so 
dramatically recon struct d by 
Mr Neave. Hawara was a 
provincial town roughly 
equivalent to Bath in Roman 
Britain, and the mummies are 
thought to be of local nobility 
and high-ranking soldiers. 

Their presence in a pit 


suggests that they had been 
moved from their original 
burial-places to dear space for 
subsequent generations of 
dead. 

PCtrie imported 8] portraits, 
12 complete mummies and 65 
skulls. Nineteen of the skulls 
have now been found. The 


location of the remaining -16 
remains unknown. According 
to Dr Bierbrier, Petrie had a 
fascination with heads. 

He kept well over 60 in a 
special room at his house 
which he called the “skull ery” 
and, before he died in Jerusa¬ 
lem, he asked for his head to 


be returned to England in a 
hatbox. 


UAnrieni Faces: Mummy 
Portraits from Roman Egypt 
is at the British Museum. 
Great Russell Street, London, 
until July 20. For more infor¬ 
mation. ring 0171-580 1788. 


Crown on display 
after 4,000 years 


By A Staff Reporter 


A RARE Egyptian crown, 
kept In a sitting-room by a 
family who did not realise its 
value, went on show to die 
public for the first time 
yesterday.' 

The crown is thought to 
have been taken from the 
tomb of Queen Mentuhotep, 
who died 4,000 years ago. 
and there is only one other 
like it The owner, a business¬ 
man from London, discov¬ 
ered its rarity a year ago 
when it was seen by an expert 

The crown has been loaned 



Fit for a queen: diadem 
was kept m sitting-room 


for 12 months to an exhibition 
at Highdere Castle, the fam¬ 
ily home of the Earl of 
Carnarvon, grandson of the 
5th earl who helped Howard 
Carter to discover the tomb of 
Tutankhamira. 

Lord Carnarvon, who is the 
Queen's racehorse trainer, 
said the silver crown was 
part of Egyptian displays at 
the castle to mark die 75th 
anniversary of the discovery 
of Tutankhamen's tomb. "It 
is an immense pleasure and 
privilege to have this beauti¬ 
ful and rare diadem at the 
castle," be said. 

The burial crown is 
thought to have been taken 
from the bandaged head of 
the queen in her tomb near 
the Valley of the Kings, where 
Tutankhamun's tomb was 
found in 1922. It is believed to 
have been brought to Britain 
by the grandparents of the 
businessman who owns It 

Adrian Wiley, curator of 
the Highdere museum, near 
Newbury, Berkshire, said the 
owner had not been offered 
enough money to part with it 
but wanted it to be put on 
show in a museum. 


Officer is 
jailed for 
RAF theft 


By A Staff Reporter 



A FORMER RAF officer who 
was in charge of finances at 
the largest base in Britain was 
jailed for three years yesterday 
for stealing $60,000 from the 
service. 

Oxford Crown Court was 
told that, after nine years as a 
captain in the Army, Donald 
Hadley, 41. joined the RAF as 
a flight lieutenant He ran the 
accounts office at' RAF Brize 
Norton in Oxfordshire until 
he left the service last August, 

After three bags of new 
dollar notes destined for 
Germany went missing, police 
discovered he had bought a 
new Volkswagen Golf for 
£17,000 with US dollars, and a 
further $20,000 was found 
hidden in the kitchen at. his, 
home in Birmingham. 

Hadley had denied -bur¬ 
glary and theft.' - 


Fat risk 
to small 
babies 


By Nigel Hawkes 


SMALL babies tend to grow 
up “apple-shaped”, a study in 
Southampton has shown. 

This may help explain the 
link established by David Bar¬ 
ker and his team at South¬ 
ampton University between 
low birthweight and the in¬ 
creased risk of illnesses such 
as heart disease later on. In a 
study presented last week at 
the European Congress on 
Obesity in Dublin and report¬ 
ed In New Scientist, of 250 ad¬ 
olescent girls. Professor 
Barker found that the lower 
their birthweight, the greater 
their tendency to accumulate 
-fat around the middle, rather 
than on the hips and thighs. 
Preliminary results showed 
. dial the same was true of boys. 
• "Midriff fat leads to condi¬ 
tions that increase the risk of 
heart disease. 


£15 off motor insurance, 
you cannot be serious. 
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Or complete foe information below and send to-. The Royal Bank of Scotland pic, FREEPOST EH323I, Livingston, West Lothian, EH54 5BR. 
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There is another way of saving money. 


years’ warranty 


years’ servicing 


year’s insurance 


TTw '.ruin’ o' £900 Kpirsrols jn a ...i 
31‘! nl-i a. iifiW.- m Mi'.'jn Alru 


Buy a new Micra, Almera or Primers (accept Muzic special editions) now and you'll get three years' 
manufacturer's warranty free, two years' al. inclusive servicing free and one year's fully comprehensive 
insurance free. For further details or to contact your local Nissan dealer call 0345 66 99 66 


You could save around £90(£ 
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Under-age drinker’s death brings more calls for controls, says Richard Duce 


A PUB landlord and his wife 
were yesterday fined more 
than £7.0tX) and lost their 
licence after selling aleopop to 
a 14-year-old boy who later 
died under the wheels of a 
train. 

Graham Bailey. from 
Aughion, near Ormskirk, 
Lancashire, had been to a 
friend's fifteenth birthday par¬ 
ty last November when he was 
among a group of teenagers 
asked to leave the Swan Hotel 
in Scarisbrick. near South- 
port, after they became rowdy. 
He was crossing the nearby 
railway line at an unmanned 
crossing when he was hit by a 
rrain. 

Test later showed he had 
drunk enough to be three 
times over the drink-drive 
limit. Magistrates in Orms¬ 
kirk were told that the youths 
had been supplied with Hooch 
— an alcoholic lemonade — 
lager and spirits. 

Edward Moorcroft, 48. the 


licensee, and his wife. 
Jeanette. 52. admitted a total of 
18 offences between them of 
serving alcohol to underage 
teenagers and allowing child¬ 
ren under 14 in a bar. 
Moorcroft was fined £6.410 
and his wife £1.410 by 
Ormskirk magistrates, who 
described events as a flagrant 
abuse of the licensing laws. 
The dead boy's parents may 
now bring a civil suit against 
the pair. 

Last night Alcohol Concern 
made fresh calls for controls 
on the way alcopops were 
bring marketed. Their spokes¬ 
man Lee Lixenberg said: “We 
want a much tougher regula¬ 
tory system for the drinks 
trade to abide by. which has 
the full weight of the law. 

“Realistically, rhere is often 
a very thin line between an 18- 
year-otd and someone much 
younger, which is why we 
want controls over alcopops so 
they are no longer attracting 


Irish school bars 
girl who sneezed 
in English 

By Audrey Magee. Ireland correspondent 


A SCHOOLGIRL on an 
Irish language course in the 
west of Ireland was ex¬ 
pelled for using English to 
apologise for sneezing. 

MidteDc Hart net 17. 
who was on the first of her 
three weeks at Colaiste na 
bbFiann m Rosmuck, Co 
Galway, sneezed while 
having breakfast and quietly 
said “Pardon me.” She 
was expelled for speaking in 
English and put on a 
train back to Dublin. Miss 
Hartnet said that she had - 
arrived home zn tears. 

“I was sick and h umfli- - 
a ted. I have spent the past 17 
years trying to remember . - 
to say ‘Pardon me’ when I : 
sneeze, and it jnst slipped 
out in English. I did not 
shout it out bnt said it 
very quietly. I just forgot” 

Every summer, thou¬ 
sands of schoolchildren at¬ 
tend colleges in Gaelic- 
speaking areas to improve 
their grasp of the lang- - 
uage, which all pupils must 
study. Miss Hartnet met 
the £280 fees with earnings 
from a weekend job. 

She said: “I was so ex- . . 
cited about going and really 
keen on learning Irish. 

Bnt now 1 am Chinking twice 
about it Et is a dying lan¬ 
guage and die Irish speakers 
should be encouraging 


people to learn, not 
frightening the life out of 
them.” About 4 per cent of 
people in die Republic 
speak Irish as their first 
language. Interest in die lan¬ 
guage has surged In re¬ 
cent years. 

The college was accused 
yesterday of being too stricL 
However, it said that pu¬ 
pils were fully aware before 
joining the course that 
English was banned under 
all circumstances. 

" A spokesman declined 
to discuss the case of Miss 
Hartnet as her mother 
has threatened to sue to se¬ 
cure the return of her 
daughter's money. The 
spokesman said; “English 
is not allowed. They are the 
Tales. There is no 
leniency.” 

□ Irish people suffer dis¬ 
crimination in Britain, 
where they are often 
viewed as lazy and stupid, 
hemy drinkers and fraud¬ 
sters. according to a report 
published by the Commis¬ 
sion for Racial Equality yes¬ 
terday. Some British 
people automatically assume 
that Irish people support 
the IRA. the report’s author. 
Ma^y Hickman, said, 
adding thatsnefa assump¬ 
tions were “deeply 
wounding”. 
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those under IS.” The people at 
the party in the Swan were 
aged between 13 and 19 and 
police said that the parenrs of 
some of the youngsters com¬ 
mitted offences by buying 
drinks for children. They had 
been officially cautioned. 

Graham'S parents were not 
at the party. They spoke last 
night of their anger that 
Moorcroft and his wife let 
their only son drink. Olive 
Bailey. 40, said: “Graham was 
a bright, popular boy and a 
very keen sportsman. He had 
lots of friends and was nor¬ 
mally very sensible. There is 
no way that he should have 
been served with alcohol in a 
pub. 

“On rhenighr of his death he 
telephoned me from outside 
the Swan to say that he was all 
right. That was the last time 
that I ever spoke to him. 

“1 could accept it if Graham 
had got away with being 
served a glass of lager but in 


fact he was drinking all night. 
Even though Moorcroft has 
lost his fiance we are very 
bitter and are consulting solic¬ 
itors over whether to bring a 
dvil action." 

Graham, a third-year pupil 
at Ormskirk Grammar 
School, was particularly gifted 
in languages and planned to 
study French and Spanish 
university. His father, also 
Graham. 44, said: “We are 
waiting to hear our solicitors 
view. If he advises that civil 
action is possible then we will 
go ahead. We are prepared to 
lose everything to get justice:" 

The officer in charge of 
licensing for South Lanca¬ 
shire. Sergeant Geoff Sumner, 
said rhe sentences were the 
heaviest he had known for 
liquor offences. He added: 
“lire sales of aleopop should 
be more controlled. I don’t see 
how anyone can say they are 
targeted at anyone other than 
those under 18.” 


ADRIAN SHEHRATT 


Diane ModahJ yesterday. Her case was said to be “not sustainable in law” 


Modahl’s 


action 

‘doomed’ 


THE runner Diane Modahl 
faced a renewed attempt by 
the British Athletic Federa¬ 
tion yesterday to block Lhe 
damages action she launched 
against it after clearing her 
name of drugs allegations. 

The federation was chal¬ 
lenging a High Court ruling a 
year ago that the case could 
go ahead, despite defence 
arguments that it was 
doomed to failure. Modahl. 
51, was at the Court of Appeal 
with her husband and coach. 
Vicente, to hear David 
Pannick, QC. for rhe federa¬ 
tion, argue that her claim was 
“not sustainable in law". 

The athlete is suing to 
recover the E4S0.000 she 
spent on legal and medical 
costs in challenging a four- 
year drug ban imposed by the 
BAF after tests carried out in 
Lisbon in 1994. She seeks a 
similar figure in punitive 
damages over the way her 
case was handled. Judgment 
was reserved. 
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Belfast 
girl takes 
tea at 
No 10 

Hie Belfast schoolgirl 
who wrote to the Prime 
Minister pleading for 
peace in Northern Ireland 
took tea with him at 
Downing Street yesterday. 
Tony Blair had invited 
Margaret Gifaney, 12, there 
after she wrote that she 
had only ever known one 
year of peace. Mr Blair 
cited her letter during inter' 
views on American televi¬ 
sion. Margaret a pupil 
at Mount Gilbert Com¬ 
munity College, had written 
the letter as part of a 
school project She also 
asked Mr Blair to nomi¬ 
nate his favourite peace 
poem. He told ber in a 
letter that he had chosen 
The Green Fields of 
France, by Eric Bogle, who 
died in the First World 
War. He presented Margar¬ 
et of the Shankill Road, 
with a recording of a setting 
of the poem by (be folk 
group the Fureys. 



Margaret Gibney with the Prime Minister at Downing Street yesterday 



TOW BLAIR'S initiative on 
Northern Ireland has turned 
the tables on Sinn Fein and 
removed any excuse republi¬ 
cans may have had for accus¬ 
ing Britain of obstructing the 
peace process. 

At a stroke the Prime Minis¬ 
ter has softened Britain's 
stance on the arms issue and 
guaranteed Sinn Fein a place 
al substantive political negoti¬ 
ations before any weapons 
have been handed over. 

Sinn Fein and IRA leaders, 
who held a series of meetings 
in advance of yesterday's 
statement, will have to decide 
whether to take the constitu¬ 
tional road or to' risk isolation 
by returning to the bomb and 
bullet. 

Hiroughout the past Three 
years of the peace process 
there has been much talk 
about "derision days" and 
"moments of truth”, bur Gerry 
Adams knows that he faces a 
defining moment. Par Do¬ 
herty. the Sinn Fein vice- 
president who is highly 
respected within the IRA, re¬ 
sponded favourably to the new 


If the Sinn Fein president fails to 
convince IRA hardliners of Britain’s 
good faith, he may have to split 
from them, reports Nicholas Watt 
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Anglo-Irish paper when he 
said that it removed the "de¬ 
commissioning obstacle” 

Whether the IRA decides to 
follow his positive remarks 
with a ceasefire will depend on 
two factors. First, the Sinn 
Fein leadership will have to be 
satisfied that Britain is offer¬ 
ing real talks which will 
fundamentally alter the shape 
of Northern Ireland. 

Second, if the likes of Mr 
Adams are convinced of Mr 
Blair'S intentions, they will 
have to pass the "Keenan test" 
and convince republican 
hardliners, such as Brian 
Keenan, the convicted Belfast 
terrorist, that Mr Blair has 
finally convened die long 
awaited “all-party peace 
talks”. If Mr Adams falls to 
pass the Keenan lest, he may 
have to split with the republi¬ 
can hardliners as the price for 
joining constitutional talks. 

In rheir assessment of the 
Prime Minister's offer, Mr 
Adams and his fellow Sinn ' 
Fein leaders will be encour¬ 
aged that they will be invited 
to the multiparty talks within 
six weeks of an IRA ceasefire. 
Republicans were infuriated 
last November when John 
Major refused to say haw long 
he would wait after a ceasefire 
before allowing Sinn Fein to 
join the talks. 

Sinn Fein will also be 
pleased that Mr Blair has set a 
deadline of next May for die 
talks. Republicans felt that the 
last Government was pre¬ 
pared to let Unionists string 
out the talks. 

Sinn Fein’S positive reaction 
to Mr Blair will be tempered 
by doubts about the Ang^o- 
Irish paper on decommission¬ 


ing. Even though the paper 
says that decommissioning 
will happen only in parallel 
wife substantive negotiations. 
Sinn Fein will be concerned 
feat republicans may be 
forced to disarm before real 
progress has been made. 

Republicans have dismissed 
the Stormont talks as a “de¬ 
commissioning conference" 
and they wil! be worried by 
Mr Blair’s insistence that de¬ 
commissioning' " must . take 
place once the full talks begin. 

Sinn Fein’s fears about de- 
commissiorung will be seized 
□n by republican hardliners 
who believe that Britain and 
the Unionists want to use 
decommissioning to force the 
fRA to surrender. Mr Keenan, 
one of the most inflexible 
republican leaders who was 
convicted in the 1970s for his 
part in. the IRA’s mainland 
campaign, spelt out the 
hardliners' views on decom¬ 
missioning in a speech at the 
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Keenan: wants to know 
if talks offer is genuine ' 


republican. plot at 
MilUown Cemetery in West 
■ Belfast in May-last year. 

To applause from- ^fee 
crowd, Air Keenan said: “Dp 
. not be confused about tne. 
politics of fee situation. The. 
only decommissioning -feat, 
wiu take place will be the. 
British.state in Ireland." J 
If Mr Adams overcomes Ks- 
doubts about Mr Blair's oper¬ 
and decides to follow fee 
political path, he will have to 
convince the likes of -Mr 
Keenan that there is a fredt 
opportunity for effective aH- 
party talks. Hardliners are 
deeply sceptical about pursu-. 
ing a. political -path bec aus e:- 
' they say that the last ceasefire 
in 1994 -failed to produce the 
much-vaunted talks, 

If Mr Adams is encouraged 
by Mr Blarr, he will have-to . 
convince the. hardliners that' 
conditions are even more 
favourable than in 1994. when 
it appeared that Washington, 
Dublin and the SDLP would 
put pressure on -Britain ••to- 
convene talks. - 

Republican leaders have 
been holding; a series of meet¬ 
ing with activists throughout'' 
Ireland to brief them bn their 
tactics, though .they have 
stopped short of indicating 
whether ■ there will be a 

. ceasefire. ;. 

One republican in fee noth- : 
riously hardline area.of South 
Armagh said that "fee process" ’ 
was similar to the consulta¬ 
tions before fee 1994 ceasefire.. 
The man. who did not want to : 
be named, said: “Adams wfU . 
have a hard time to convince 
the men with the guns down 
here. .They want absolutely 
dear guarantees that fee Brit¬ 
ish will not mess around with 
a ceasefire in the way they did 
last time.”' "■ 

As if to drive home their." 
.jnessage^IRA _supporters_Tn.. 
the area Jiaveerected a poster ; 
extolling the success of Rich¬ 
ardson fertiliser " in bombs,; 
Across the poster, the terror¬ 
ists have scrawled: “Results. 
Gerry!". ■ "' ’ 


Talks timetable that pay 
lift obstacles to peace 


By Nicholas Watt 
CHIEF IRELAND 
CORRESPONDENT 

TONY' BLAIR set out a rigid 
timetable for the multi-party 
talks yesterday to reassure 
Sinn Fein that no party would 
be able to block progress. 

In the Government’s aide- 
memoire, which was sent to 
Sein Fein on June 13. republi¬ 
cans were told that they would 
be invited to a plenary session 
of the talks six weeks after an 
unequivocal IRA ceasefire. 

The paper said fear Sinn 
Fein would be invited to the 
talks by fee end of July if the 


IRA declared- 'a ceasefire in 
mid-June. At the plenary ses¬ 
sion Sinn Fein would have to 
sign up to six principles of 
non-violence, outline by Sena¬ 
tor George Mitchell in his 
decommissioning report 
In the absence of an IRA 
ceasefire, fee Anglo-Irish de¬ 
commissioning paper yester¬ 
day said feat political parties 
should conclude fee opening 
plenary session by the end of 
July. The talks would adjourn 
for fee summer and resume 
on 15 September to begin 
negotiations on the future of 
Northern Ireland oil inter- 
party relations within North¬ 


ern Irelaridi relations between 
Northern Ireland and the 
Irish Republic and relations 
between London and Dublin. 

In fee -meantime an inde¬ 
pendent body would be estab¬ 
lished to oversee the 
decommissioning , of terrorist 
arms. This would report to a 
sub-committee of fee main 
talks on progress on decom¬ 
missioning on both sides of fee 
Irish border. 

The main plenary session of 
the talks would review 
progress on decommissioning 
and on fee substantive talks 
every two months. The talks 
would conclude in May 1998. 
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POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 1 


Blair will head 
‘holy trinity’ of 
TUC speakers 

By Philip Bassett, industrial editor 


TONY BLAIR is to address 
this year’s annual TUC confer¬ 
ence, demonstrating that the 
trade unions are back in from 
the raid. The shift in their 
fortunes will also be em¬ 
phasised by speeches to the 
conference by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the head of 
Britain's main employers’ 
body, the CBI. 

Welcoming what some 
union leaders are dubbing the 
“holy Trinity’* of speakers at 
this year’s conference, John 
Monks. TUC General Secre¬ 
tary. said that the Prime 
Minister* visir was a “further 
indication of the new spirit of 
partnership that has marked 
this Government’s early 
days." 

TUC leaders announced Mr 
Blair's plan yesterday. He will 
be the first Prime Minister to 
address a TUC conference 
since 1978 when James Calla¬ 
ghan surprised union and 
political leaders with his deci¬ 
sion against calling an au¬ 
tumn general election. 
Widespread strikes followed 
in the 1978-79 “winter of dis¬ 
content" leading to Labour* 
election defeat in May 1979 
and 18 years of Tory 
government. 

Some union leaders feared 
that Mr Blair, who insists that 
die trade unions will be treat¬ 
ed with fairness but no fa¬ 
vours, would snub the TUC by 
deciding not to speak to this 
year* conference, to be held in 
Brighton in September. Tradi¬ 
tionally Labour leaders ad¬ 
dress the annual gathering 
every other year, and Mr Blair 
last spoke in 1995. 

The Prime Minister has 


dedded to set his stamp on the 
autumn party political confer¬ 
ence season by giving a speech 
to the TUC a fortnight before 
he addresses Labour's annual 
conference in Brighton. 

Mr Blair is expected to 
welcome the unions* support 
for a number of the Govern¬ 
ment’s initiatives, including its 
welfare-to-work programme, 
which will be the centrepiece 
of next week* Budget. John 
Monks joined business lead¬ 
ers at 11 Downing Street 
yesterday to hear Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, appeal 
for than to support the pro¬ 
gramme. 

Mr Blair is also expected to 
reiterate that the unions must 
not confuse their own role 
with that of the Government 
He is likely, too, to highlight 
the tightness of public spend¬ 
ing. which will be interpreted 
by the unions as a warning on 
pay. 

However, the unions’ new¬ 
found place closer to the heart 
of policymaking will be 
emphasised by a speech to the 
TUC from George Carey, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Dr 
Carey will address the TUC on 
the same day as Mr Blair. 

The TUC* hopes of so- 
called social partnership — 
European-style closer dia¬ 
logue with business — will be 
strengthened with a speech to 
the TUC by Adair Turner. 
Director-General of the Con¬ 
federation of British Industry. 
He is expected to spell out the 
readiness of business to work 
with unions on a range of 
common issues. 

Mr Turner* predecessor, 
Howard Davies, now Deputy 


Labour suspends 
two accused MPs 

By Jill Sherman, chief political correspondent 


LABOUR’S ruling body yes¬ 
terday suspended two MPs 
from holding party office in a 
further sign of Tony Blair* 
determination to take a-tough 
line on financial “sleaze". 

Mohammed Sarwar. the 
Labour MP alleged to have 
bribed a rival candidate, and 
Bob Warning, the MP alleged 
to have failed to declare a 
financial matter in the Regis¬ 
ter of Members’ Interests, 
have effectively been banished 
from the Commons. They 
have been suspended from the 
parliamentary party and told 
to be absent except when 
summoned for key votes. 

The two MPs axe also to be 
referred to Sir Gordon Dow¬ 
ney.-the Parliamentary Com¬ 


missioner for Standards, to 
see whether he wishes to take 
the matter further. 

Mr Sarwar, MP for Glas¬ 
gow Govan, is also the subject 
of a police investigation but 
has always insisted that he 
will be cleared of paying an 
election rival £5,000 to fight a 
losing campaign against him. 

Mr Warning, MP for liver- 
pool West Derby, was sus¬ 
pended from the PLP last 
Wednesday. Yesterday the 
National Executive Commit¬ 
tee went further and suspend¬ 
ed him from holding office or 
representing the party. Mr 
Warning, who is alleged to 
have accepted payments from 
a firm in Serbia, has denied 
any wronggoing. 
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Governor of the Bank of 
England, became the first CBI 
leader to address the TUC in 
1992. 

The TUC* announcements 
coincided with the less encour¬ 
aging news for the unions of a 
decline in membership. Total 
TUC membership, which 
stood at more than 13 million 
when Labour last left office, 
fell last year to 6.7 million. 
Although the annual fall of 12 
per cent marks a slowdown in 
the rate of decline, member¬ 
ship is still falling at a time 
when employment is rising, 
opening up a widening gap 
between the number of trade 
unionists and the number of 
jobs. 

The trade unions are trying 
to counter this by training up 
to 20 new organisers at a TUC 
Training Academy. The move, 
which is aimed at boosting 
recruitment, was agreed by 
the governing general council 
yesterday. 




AMME CAMARA 



Tory MP Peter Bottomley sailing to victory yesterday in a race on the Thames between the Commons and the Lords 


Ministers rethink ‘tartan tax’ plan 


By Gillian Bowditch 
and Jill Sherman 

LABOUR is having to rethink its plans to 
give a Scottish Parliament the powers to 
vary the basic rare of tax by 3p after 
realising that the proposal is an adminis¬ 
trative minefield. 

Party sources made dear that there was 
no intention of dropping what the Tories 
call the tartan tax, or watering down the 


powers. But they conceded that original 
plans to give Scotland tax-varying powers 
needed to be revised to take into account 
changes since the scheme was proposed 
several years ago. Many fewer Scots now 
pay the basic rate, meaning a drop in the 
expected revenue of about £450 million. 

Tony Blair has already said that 
Labour would not use its tax-raising 
powers during a first Scottish parliament. 
But the party has to come up with a 


workable plan for future parliaments 
before the referendum this September. 

A government committee is now re¬ 
viewing the plan so that details can be 
finalised in time for the White Paper on 
devolution expected to be published next 
month. Yesterday the Scottish Secretary, 
Donald Dewar, said: “There is no retreat. 
We hold to our commitment. The 
Parliament will have the power to vary' 
income tax around the basic rare." 


Defeatei 
Toiyma 
stand fo: 
Uxbridg 

By Polly Newton 


TH E former Transport M 
ter John Watts is being see 
a leading contender to i 
the Uxbridge by-election 
the Tories. 

The seat was left vacan 
the death of Sir Mic 
Shersby a week after 
election. His majority was 

Mr Watts, 50, lost Rea< 
East to Labour by 3,795 vi 
He has expressed his in ft 
in becoming the candidal 
Uxbridge and friends sa; 
would be well placed bee 
he knows the area. He w 
member of the council 
nearby Hillingdon for 11 y 
and was chairman oi 
bridge Conservative As: 
ation between 1973 and 19 

The association has no 1 
drawn up a shorlist and t 
is no timetable for selec 
although a decision is ex] 
ed next month. No dare 
been set for the by-electioi 

Labour* candidate is 
drew Slaughter. 36, a br, 
ter. Keith Kerr, a get 1 
manager for British Airv, 
will stand again for 
Liberal Democrats. 





Here’s an idea. It’s new. 


It’s called AT&T One Rate. 


This is how it works. You want to make an 


international call? You pay one low rate. 


Any time of the day. Any day of the 


week. No peak rate. No weekend rate. No any 


other kind of rate. Just one low rate. And to 


keep it simple, keep your existing line and 


number. Ring the one phone company to offer 


one rate. Ask us about calling when it suits 


you, not the phone company 0800 143 143. 

And that’s as complicated 
as it gets. 


LIFE JUST GOT SIMPLER 
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NOT ONLY 
DO DAEWOO 
GIVE YOU 
ALL THIS AS 
STANDARD... 


Every new Daewoo 
comes with the following 
comprehensive package: 

1. We deal direct: 

More for your money 
as standard, including 
Electronic ABS, Driver’s 
airbag, power steering. 

2. Hassle free buying: 

Fixed prices including 
delivery and 12 months 
road tax. 

3. Complete peace 
of mind: 

3 year/60,000 mile free 
servicing including parts 
and labour. 

3 years free 
comprehensive 
insurance, subject to 
status. 

3 year/60,000 mile 
comprehensive warranty. 

3 year Daewoo Total AA 
Cover. 

6 year anti-corrosion 
warranty. 

4. Courtesy servicing: 

Free courtesy car 
whenever yours is in for 
a service. 

Daewoo prices range 
from just £9,445 to 
£13,735 for 3, 4 and 5 
door Nexia and Espero 
Saloon. 


For more information 
call 0800 666 222. 


PEACE OF MIND 


Halford victory over 



By Frances Gibb 

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 

ALISON HALFORD, the for¬ 
mer assistant chief constable 
who waged a long battle over 
sex discrimination, won a 
European Court case yester¬ 
day over the tapping of her 
telephone, which could herald 
new privacy laws in Britain. 

In an unanimous derision, 
die nine judges of die Euro¬ 
pean Court of Human Rights 
in Strasbourg upheld a com¬ 
plaint by Miss HaUbrd that 
calls from her office in Mer¬ 
seyside. where she held her 
post, had been intercepted in 
breach of her right to privacy. 
They also ruled that Miss 
Halford, who ten years ago 
was the highest-ranking 
woman police officer in Brit¬ 
ain. had no avenue for her 
complaint They awarded her 
£10,000 compensation. 

The verdict will force the 
Government to review phone- 
tapping laws to comply with 
the the Human Rights Con¬ 
vention. to which Britain is a 
signatory. In particular it will 
prompt a review of how the 
law should protect the privacy 
of employees, as Miss 
Halford'S calls were made 
from her workplace. 

The civil rights organisation 
Liberty, which backed Miss 
Halford, said it was an impor¬ 
tant case which would require 
changes to the law. John 
Wad ham. liberty’s director, 
said: “Senior police officers 
were spying on one of their 
own employees while she was 
| fighting a sex discrimination 
case against them. The case 
establishes a dear right to 
privacy for employees and the 
Government will now need to 
draft legislation to protect this 
right" Any new laws should 
encompass more than tele¬ 
phone tapping at work, he 
said. They should embrace e- 
mail and other electronic com¬ 
munication. 

Yesterday’s victory for Miss 
Halford marks the end of a 
six-year battle which began 
when she claimed she been 
passed over for promotion in 
the Merseyside force nine 
times because of her sex. She 
launched a discrimination 
claim in 1990 and alleged that 
police then ordered the tap¬ 
ping to ny to discredit her. 

Government lawyers ac¬ 
cepted that there was a “rea¬ 
sonable likelihood" that Miss 
Halford's office telephones 
had been bugged after a 
dispute over her promotion 
prospects. But they said that 
any such taps were not a 
breach of her rights because 
the telephones were govern¬ 
ment property. 

But the Strasbourg judges 
said that Miss Halford had a 
“reasonable expectation" of 
privacy in making and receiv¬ 
ing calls at work and there 
was no evidence that she had 
been warned that her tele¬ 
phone might be bugged. The 
court ruled that the taps were 
probably ordered in connec¬ 
tion witfi her discrimination 
claims. But it rejected claims 
that Miss Halford's telephone 
at her home in Caldy. on the 
Wirral, had been bugged. 

Her discrimination case 
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Alison Halford celebrating yesterday's European 
court ruling on her right to telephone privacy 


was resolved with a six-figure 
settlement in 1992. after her 
suspension on full pay amid 
allegations of misconduct con¬ 
cerning claims that she swam 
in her underwear. 

But the Interception of Com¬ 
munications Tribunal threw 
out Miss Halford’s separate 
case in which she daimed that 
the Special Branch bugged her 
office at Merseyside police 
headquarters and tapped her 
home telephone on the orders 
of the Home Secretary. 

The tribunal said it was 
satisfied there had been no 
contravention of the Intercep¬ 
tion of Communications Act. 
and refused to clarify whether 
the interceptions had taken 
place or whether they had 
been authorised by the Home 
Secretary. 

The Home Office wrote to 
Miss Halford's MP saying 
that eavesdropping by Mer¬ 
seyside Police on their own 
telephone system was outside 
die scope of the Act and would 
not require a warrant. Now a 
review of the interception of 
calls by employers is Ukely. 

Miss Halford's solicitor. 
Robin Makin. said she was 
delighted by the outcome. 
"The principle has been estab¬ 
lished that an improper inva¬ 


sion of her privacy occurred. It 
will have tremendous implica¬ 
tions. She is extremely delight¬ 
ed to have had such a 
tremendous victory." 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec¬ 
retary, is considering the 
court’s ruling. “He is looking 
carefully at whether or not any 
changes are needed to the 
law," a Home Office spokes¬ 
woman said. 

The Merseyside Chief Con¬ 
stable. Sir James Sharpies, 
said: "No agency can ever 
confirm or deny [whether tele¬ 
phones are tapped [, because to 
do so would undermine the 
effectiveness of the technique. 

"The central issue, it seems, 
is that Miss Halford accepted 
that English law does not 
prohibit intercepts of office 
telephones. She therefore took 
the Government to the Euro¬ 
pean Court to ascertain 
whether that omission was a 
breach of European law. 

“The European Court has 
concluded that interception of 
office telephones would be a 
breach of privacy and that 
existing English law does not 
cover such telephones, but 
ought to. I believe the Gov¬ 
ernment is now considering 
the implications of the 
judgments." 


Chief 
Constable 
urged to 
explain 
his action 

By Russell Jenkins 


LAWYERS for AKson 
Halford yesterday called on 
Sir James Sharpies, the 
Chief Constable of 
Merseyside Police, to 
make an immediate public 
explanation of his 
conduct during berbattle 
over sex discrimination. 
They said his actions 
brought discredit to the 
force. 

Miss Halford said: 
"Rather than offering a 
compromise, the Chief 
Constable of Merseyside 
embarked upon a 
ruthless and covert 
. campaign designed to 
discredit me, my reputation 
and my professional 
career. I have already 
published my concerns 
that certain tactics utilised 
amounted to extremely 
i m pr oper behaviour. 

“For a very senior 
officer to stoop so low as to 
eavesdrop on a member 
of his team, to gather 
material to use against 
me In my discrimination 
fight, was a serious 
matter. 

“With the help of toy 
lawyers, I haw achieved a 
remarkable victory both 
personalty and for the 
general public who are 
given scant protection to the 
right of privacy. 

“I have proved 
comprehensively that I was 
under the command of an 
unethical chief officer who 
had a total veto over my 
career advancement." she 
said. “His behaviour fell 
for short of what the police 
and public expects of its 
servants." 

Miss Halford hailed 
the judgment of the 
European Court of 
Human Rights as a 
“remarkable victory". 

She said at her lawyers' 
office in Liverpool (hat 
she was alerted to the 
telephone taps by a 
“tinkling" on the line 

Miss Halford, a 
Labour county councillor in 
Flintshire and a member 
of the North Wales Police 
Authority, apologised to 
taxpayers for the estimated 
£3 million to £4 milli on 
which she believes it cost to 
fight ber case. Justice was 
important she said. 

She condemned as 
“weasel words" Sir James's 
terse statement that no 
agency could confirm or 
deny such matters as 
telephone tapping because 
such a move would 
undermine the effectiveness 
of the technique. 


Husband fights ‘warts and all’ 
book on murdered journalist 


By Audrey Magee 

IRELAND CORRESPONDENT 

THE husband of the mur¬ 
dered Irish journalist Veroni¬ 
ca Guerin says he is appalled 
that a “warts and all" account 
of her work is to be published 
later this year. 

Graham Turley, whose 
wife was shot dead a year ago 
today as she was investigating 
a Dublin criminal gang, is 
trying to stop people co-operat¬ 
ing with the author, EmiJy 
O'Reilly, a well-known Irish 
journalist. 

Ms Guerin. 33, was her¬ 
alded as a hero outside Ire¬ 
land, receiving a number of 
posthumous awards, includ¬ 
ing British journalist of the 
year. Many of the awards 
were accepted on her behalf by 
her sort Cathal. 

In Ireland, however, opin¬ 
ion has been divided on 
whether Ms Guerin was a 
brave journalist exposing the 
criminal underworld or a 
naive woman who did not 
realise the danger she was in. 
Many people, including her 
brother, James, fed her death 
could have been easily pre¬ 
vented if her newspaper. The 
Sunday Independent, had tak¬ 
en action to protect her and 
“rein her in". 

Ms O’Reilly, political editor 
of the Sunday Business Post, 
said that the’truih had to be 
told about Ms Guerin and her 
relationship with the news¬ 
paper. "The public telling of 
Veronica's story and the pri¬ 
vate telling are very different 
In the past year, anybody who 
put their head above the 
parapet and tried to question 
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Graham Turley with his wife and son. He is angry that he was not consulted 






her way of working, or the 
newspaper she worked for. 
was shot down. 

“Veronica was nor a saint. 
She was a very public figure 
who died in a very public 
manner and questions need to 
be asked and answered." 

While describing Ms Gue¬ 
rin as an exceptional journal¬ 
ist, Ms O’Reilly will portray 
the reckless and obsessive side 
oF her character and seek to 
discover whether she might 
have been used by her news¬ 
paper to increase sales. 

MrTurley said Ms O’Reilly, 
whose journalism is well re¬ 
garded in Ireland, was not a 
dose friend of his wife and 
knew Hide about her, “1 am 
disgusted that this individual 


has gone ahead with this book 
without contacting me or vari¬ 
ous other members of Veroni¬ 
ca's family. ! stated last 
December that I did nut want 
any books or films to be 
produced on Veronica in such 
a short time after her death." 

Ms Guerin interviewed 
most of the Dublin criminals 
who lived in open splendour 
on the proceeds of illegal drug 
dealing. Despite being shot in 
the leg in 199$, she carried on 
with her investigative work. 
Then in June last year two 
men on a motorbike pulled up 
beside her car at traffic lights 
on the outskirts of Dublin and 
shot her five rimes. 

The killing prompted a 
dampdowrt on crime and. in 


the ensuing 12 months, the 
murder rate has fallen by half 
and more than 100 firearms 
have been seized. About 
£1 million in assets have been 
confiscated, including houses 
and cash stashed in bank 
accounts in Ireland and 
abroad. Almost 200 people 
have been arrested and lead¬ 
ing criminal figures have Red 
the country. Assistant Com¬ 
missioner Tony Hickey said: 
"There is no doubt that the 
investigation has been a suc¬ 
cess. The rate oF crime is down 
dramatically." 

Paul Ward. 32, from Dub¬ 
lin. has been charged with Ms 
Guerin’s murder. Patrick Hol¬ 
land was arrested and 
charged with drug offences. 


...BUTWE 
ALSO LETYOU 
CHOOSE ONE 
OF OUR 30TH 

ANNIVERSARY 
OFFERS. 


As part of our 30th 
anniversary celebrations, 
every private customer 
purchasing a new 
Daewoo can choose one 
of these offers. Written 
details for all offers 
available on request. 


I.) £500 worth 
of fuel vouchers. 


2.) £500 cashback. 


3.) Choice of up 
to £750 worth of 
Daewoo electronic 
products. 


4.) £500 towards 
your deposit with 
Daewoo Direct 
Finance. Typical 
APR I 1.2%. 


For more information 
call 0800 666 222. 
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^SJOFFERS? 
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Briton who killed 
Bosnian refuses 
offer of freedom 


OVERSEAS NEWS 15 


TOM WALKER 



A FORMER Royal Marine 
offered a conditional dis¬ 
charge from his three-year 
sentence in Sarajevo prison 
has opted to stay behind bars, 
demanding a pardon or retrial 
from the Bosnian state. 

Cy Mackintosh was found 
guilty by a military tribunal 

| Iasi year of the manslaughter 

* of his battalion commander in 
the Bosnian Green Berets. He 
is the only Westerner known 
to be in jail in Bosnia. 

The 34-year-old from Black¬ 
pool insists he is innocent He 
says he knows too much for 
the comfort of the Bosnian 
authorities and accuses the 
British embassy of ignoring 
him. “I’m an embarrassment 
Id borh." he said in an 
interview. 

A former marine. Mackin¬ 
tosh refuses to discuss his 
British military’ career. After 
1 earing the Army in 1989. he 
says lie worked as a computer 
programmer in Zagreb, where 
he joined the Croatian Army 
as an instructor after the rise 

• of nationalism. 

In 1992, while protecting 
journalists on a journey from 
Split to Zenica. heavy fighting 
in Bosnia left him trapped 
behind enemy lines. He joined 
the Green Berets, one of many 
Bosnian paramilitary groups, 
and fought near Breza. 

In December, having been 
awarded the Zlaini tjiljan, 

■ Bosnia's highest military hon¬ 
our. he was evacuated to 
Britain with a stomach injury. 
"We were fighting tanks with 
peashooters.'’ he said. 

He returned briefly to Bos- 


A former marine claims that 
he has been mistreated by the 
state that he fought for, writes 
Tom Walker from Sarajevo 


main 1994 wiTh an Australian 
cameraman and came back 
attain in 1995 in the hope of 
rejoining his former unit. Un¬ 
happy with his battalion com¬ 
mander. he was promised a 
job as an army instructor after 
the Dayton peace agreement. 

While convalescing in Brit¬ 
ain. he convened to Islam. 


6 He could go 
home tomorrow 
if he would sign 
a piece of paper, 
but he wants a 
retrial ? 


taking the name Safer. He 
does not consider himself a 
mercenary, but a Bosnian 
soldier with wartime citizen¬ 
ship. and said he fought in 
Bosnia because of a “belief in 
principles, in justice”. He 
speaks fluent Serbo-Croat. 

On New Years Day. last 
year, he wanted to go into 
Zenica, the nearest town, for a 
drink. After fighting with the 
battalion security guard. 
Mackintosh says, “a gun was 


pulled on me 11 . In retaliation, 
he drew a hand grenade and 
demanded to see the battalion 
commander. According to 
Mackintosh, the commander 
“smashed me across the face 
and grabbed it”. 

In the explosion that fol¬ 
lowed the commander was 
killed and Mackintosh was 
severely injured, with shrap¬ 
nel wounds to the head. Since 
then, he claims, he has been 
mistreated by the Bosnian 
state. He says that while being 
taken for a brain scan in 
Sarajevo he was beaten by 
military police. International 
observers demanding to see 
him were marched out of 
Zenica hospital at gunpoint. 
His court martial, he said, 
“descended into pantomime” 

Last September Mackintosh 
and 40 other prisoners began 
a rooftop protest at Zenica's 
“KP Dorn" prison over condi¬ 
tions. “We were eating lentils, 
there were 25 to a room, armed 
guards, forced drug therapies, 
labour camps.” he said. 

“I have no fear of a retrial, if 
everything is done properly.” 
he said. “Witnesses must be 
called, including a ballistics 
expert. What sort of soldier 
goes to kill his commanding 
officer and ends up almost as 
badly injured himself?" 
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Cy M a dan tosh at the prison in Sarajevo where he is being held for manslaughter 


Mackintosh has since been 
transferred to Sarajevo prison 
where he admitted he was 
“treated like Tito”. 

A guard said: “He is the 
only one demanding to go the 
mosque on a Friday. He wants 


to be wiser than everybody. In 
Zenica there are parks, sports 


only sign a piece of paper, but 
if he wants a retrial, then he 


fields and fresh air — and yet needs new proof. The fact is 
he compares it to a cun centra- that he did whar he did and a 


lion camp. There are no limits 
to his attitude. He could go 
home tomorrow if he would 


Bosnian would have been 
given a much bigger 
sentence.” 


House warns Clinton not to keep US troops in Bosnia 


By Ian Brodie 
IN WASHINGTON 

and Michael Binyon 

DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 

PRESIDENT CLINTON has been 
sent a pointed warning by Congress 
not to prolong the stay of America's 
pearekeeping forces in Bosnia. 

The House of Representatives vot¬ 
ed by 278 votes to 14S to cut off any 
funds for the troops beyond then- 
scheduled departure, date of June 
next year. ... 

Mr Clinton has said he is commit¬ 


ted to the pullout date but wants to 
retain some flexibility and would veto 
any attempt to write it into die 
Defence Bill. The Senate version of 
the BUI contains no similar provision 
and any attempt to overcome Mr 
Clinton’s veto would require a two- 
thirds vote of both House and Senate. 

The House amendment was a 
chance for nearly aU the Republicans 
and 57 of Mr Clinton’s fellow 
Democrats to express their unease 
over the Bosnia commitment and Mr 
Clinton’s derision last year to extend 
the deployment of US troops until 


next June. Members took the oppor¬ 
tunity to throw barbs at America’s 
Nato allies for not carrying a greater 
share of the burden to police trouble 
spots dose to their own doorsteps. 
Congressman Barney Frank, a Dem¬ 
ocrat. asked: “Can they do nothing by 
themselves? When we’re talking 
about problems 100 to 200 miles from 
their border, this group of wealthy 
nations acts like a bunch of teenagers 
that hides behind the United States." 

American forces comprise more 
than a third of the 31,000 Nato troops 
in and around Bosnia and although 


there have been no fatalities, there 
are concerns in Congress over die 
growing cost — estimated to total 
$7 billion (£42 billion). 

In London. Robin Cook, the For¬ 
eign Secretary, said yesterday that he 
was stiU hopeful that there would be 
an American military commitment to 
Bosnia beyond 199S. But he made 
clear that if the Americans withdrew, 
the other allies would not keep troops 
in the area. "Continued international 
support requires the presence of the 
Americans,” he said. 

He underlined Western anger at 


the failure by all three Bosnian 
national leaders to implement rhe 
terms of the Dayton peace agreement 
and said they had all sought to delay 
and impede the formation of a single 
state. That was disturbing because 
there were only 12 months left before 
the allied troops were due to leave. 

However, he said he had never 
known such unity among the allies, 
who had all used “robust” language 
to warn the Bosnian leadership of the 
political and economic consequences, 
including reimposed sanctions, of 
failure to carry out their obligations. 


Canada unlikely to 
hold Pol Pot trial 

Ottawa: Canada has all bur rejected an American request to 
have Pol Pbr, the Khmer Rouge leader, tried in The country for 
Cambodian crimes against humanity (Richard Cleroux 
writes). 

Jean Chretien, the Canadian Prime Minister, said 
yesterday that the .American request would have to be 
approved by the United Nations Securin' Council. That, in 
effect, kills any likelihood of the former Cambodian leader 
being tried in Canada because China has a vein on the 
council and would prevent Pol Pbt lacing justice. 

The Americans want to send in a srrikeforre. capture Pol 
Por and try him. Canada is one of the few countries with laws 
allowing prosecutions for crimes against humanity by 
foreign citizens. However, it does not allow kidnapping 

Yeltsin suspends minister 

Moscow: President Yeltsin has suspended Valentin Kova¬ 
lyov, his Justice Minister, pending an investigation into 
media allegations that he was filmed in the sauna of a 
gangland nightclub with naked women. The monthly 
newspaper Sovershenno Sekrvtno (Top Secret) pu Wished last 
week grainy snaps taken from a video which ir said showed 
Mr Kovalyov in the sauna in September 1995. Mr Kovalyov, 
a former Communist who became Justice Minister in 
January 1995. has denied any wrongdoing and said he had 
asked the President to suspend him from duties while he 
cleared his name. The Russian Government had asked Mr 
Yeltsin to sack Mr Kovalyov over the allegations rather than 
just suspend him. (Reuter) 

Fifth suicide in sex case 

Macon: A fifth suspeer has committed suicide after being 
caught in a nationwide anri-panJnphile operation by police 
last week that has sparked a row over publicity. The 
unidentified man. a teacher, was found hanged in Ruyan. 
southwest France, after being named among more than"200 
suspects indicted after the police operation. Fuur previous 
suicides last week sparked a dispute over rhe publicity given 
to The anti-paedophile action. One family is planning to sue 
police. Among the others to lake their own lives were a 
manager and a disabled man. In rhe latest case, the man had 
been charged with handling paedophile videos. (AFP) 

Peter Graf ordered to jail 

Mannheim: Peter Graf, right. r ~.— 
father of the German tennis star 
Steffi Graf, will go back to prison ' 
next month to serve the remainder . •• 
of his sentence for fraud, the V ' 

Mannheim prosecutor's office said. 

Graf, 58. was sentenced to three ^ I?*?* 

years, nine months in prison on . 

January 24. but was free, as was his ' ^ 

former tax adviser and co-defen- 

dant, Joachim Eckardt. pending jS 

appeals. The appeals were dropped NKi Mk 

last week. (AFP) 

210 killed in Sri Lanka 

Colombo: About tjO soldiers and 150 rebels were killed in the 
latest battle in nonhem Sri Lanka, where troops are fighting 
Tamil Tiger separatists to try to open a key road, the Defence 
Ministry said. Another 68 government soldiers were 
wounded. More than I.CKJ0 Tiger rebels had attacked rhe 
military's artillery and monar positions near Periyamadu. 
north of the government-held town of Vavuniya. The attack, 
the second in two weeks, failed to capture artillery or cut 
supplies to troops farther north. (ReuterI 





Nigeria ban must 
stay, says Cook 

By Michael Binyon, diplomatic editor 


Papon: charged with 
deporting Jews 

Delay threat 
in Papon trial 

Bordeaux: The trial of Mau¬ 
rice Papon, facing charges of 
deporting Jews during the 
Second World War. could be 
delayed because of a lack of 
>Aoney to complete renova- 
'ffons to the main court here, 
officials said yesterday. The 
announcement was criticised 
by lawyers for the families of 
deported Jews, who said 
France could be viewed as try¬ 
ing to protect M Papon. 86. the 
highest-ranking Vichy official 
to face charges of crimes 
against humanity. His trial 
was to begin in October. (AP) 


BRITAIN would veto any 
attempt to lift the suspension 
on Nigerian membership of 
the Commonwealth. Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
announced yesterday, adding 
that nothing had happened to 
justify such a move. 

"Nigeria is for the moment 
outside the Commonwealth 
and should stay outside the 
Commonwealth," he said. Any 
change would depend on Ni¬ 
geria's making “very serious 
progress" on restoring democ¬ 
racy and improving its human 
rights record. 

The eight-man Common¬ 
wealth Ministerial Action 
Group, chaired by Stan 
Mudenge, the Zimbabwean 
Foreign Minister, meets in 
London oh July 10 and 11 to 
take further evidence from 
human rights groups and 
others on the situation. It will 
also draw up recommenda¬ 
tions to the Commonwealth 
summit in October on what to 
do about the country, as well 
as the military governments in 
Sierra Leone and Gambia. 

Britain is represented on the 


action group by Tony Uoyd, 
Minister of Stare at the For¬ 
eign Office, who in opposition 
was outspoken in condemning 
the militaiy Government of 
General Sani Abacha. calling 
for tougher sanctions. 

Mr Cook, voicing for the 
first time since coming to 
office Britain’s opposition to 
any Nigerian return to the 
Commonwealth, said that the 
country was an interesting 
example of how economic 
progress was dependent on 
political freedom. “Nigeria 
should be the second richest 
country in Africa. What holds 
' it back is a corrupt regime and 
very poor standards of gover¬ 
nance,” he said. 

The action group may meer 
once more on the eve of the 
Commonwealth heads of gov¬ 
ernment meeting in Edin¬ 
burgh. Canada and Britain 
are die hawks pushing for a 
tough line, but some African 
members appear to be weak¬ 
ening and suggest that Gener¬ 
al Abacha has already begun 
enough moves towards a res¬ 
toration of democracy. 


For valour, 
a necklace 
of flies 

Cairo: Egyptian archaeolo¬ 
gists working in the Nile Delta 
have found a necklace of 
golden Dies thought to be a 
military decoration awarded 
by tire Pharaoh Ahmose more 
than 3.500 years ago. 

The necklace, with 19 pen¬ 
dants in the shape of Dies, was 
found in excavations at Tell 
Basra, an important site about 
45 miles from Cairo. 

The archaeologists found it 
alongside a cartouche in¬ 
scribed with the name of 
Ahmose. the founder of the 
dynasty which later brought 
andent Egypt to the peak or its 
power and prosperity. The 
pharaoh ruled from 1570 to 
1546 BC. 

The head of the archaeologi¬ 
cal mission, Mahmoud Omar, 
speculated that the owner of 
the necklace won it for mili¬ 
tary service against the Hyk- 
sos, Asian invaders expelled 
by Ahmose after they had 
ruled northern Egypt for 200 
years. He said this type of fly 
necklace was characteristic of 
Ahmose's time, but examples 
existed from other 
periods. (Reuter) 
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Fire bombs mark French oyster war 


From Adam Sage 

IN PARIS 

AN OYSTER war has broken 
out in southern France, with 
'^farmers insulting, attacking 
"and firebombing each other 
around the once-peaceful 
shores of Thau lake. 

Three oyster-gatherers have 
stopped work this month after 
their stalls were doused with. 
petrol and set alight The old 


hands around the lake, near 
Montpellier, on the Mediter¬ 
ranean, blame newcomers for 
the violence. Police say they 
cannot identify the culprits 
and fear further attacks. 

“It is hard to believe; but we 
used to get on fine together.” a 
producer said yesterday. He 
said the conflict was started 
by the failure .of family forms 
to adapt to a competitive 
world where young entrepre- 
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neurs want to move in and 
supermarkets try to force 
down prices. 

The oyster war illustrated 
French resistance to the mod¬ 
ern market economy, he said. 
Generations of oyster-gather¬ 
ers have worked at the lake 
where 800 forms employ 
4,000 people, selling produce 
worth about Fr450 million 
(£46 million) a year. 

The nature of the industry 
is such that 62 per cent of 
farmers had parents who did 
the same job. The mineral- 
rich waters of the lake enable 
oysters to grow to full sue in. 
about two years, twice as 
quickly as in the Atlantic, 

"It is nice work," the pro¬ 
ducer said. "We are outside, 
the weather is good In this 
part of the world and it is not 
too difficult It only takes 
about a month to learn how to 
produce an oyster.” 

Therein lies the problem. 
Hfrault, the departement in 
which the lake is situated, has 
the worst unemployment rate 


in France, I8-S per cent com¬ 
pared with a national average 
of 1Z8 per cent Young jobless 
people are tempted to prise 
open the dosed world of 
oyster-gathering, borrowing 
heavily to buy ropes and 
cages in which the oysters 
grow. 

"They started to undercut 
the rest of us to sell their 
produce and we have all had 
to follow," the producer said. 
“If you are only just surviv¬ 
ing, you have only one outlet 
for your oysters and someone 
else starts selling to the same 
place, you can imagine how 
you feel." He added: “Whal is 
more, the number of outlets 
has been reduced greatly in 
recent years. There are now 
only about ten big supermar¬ 
kets who buy all our oysters. 
They pay what they wajiL" 

Lake most locals, he believes 
newcomers hit by the price 
war are behind - the attacks 
this month on his colleagues, 
Joseph Caste; Remy Vatiuone 
and Jacky Dutfl. 
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World Cup dilemma over Nazi-era ruin 


Col 


From Roger Botes in bonn 


AS GERMANY beefs up its 
bid to host the 2006 football 
World Cup, a row has broken 
out over the venue that is 
supposed to be die centrepiece 
of the contest; Hitler's run¬ 
down Olympic stadium. 

The problem which has to 
be unknotted over the next five 
days is whether to tear it 
down, give it a facelift, or build 
a new stadium near by. 

The stadium was built for 
the 1936 Olympics which the 
Nazis tried to convert into a 
showcase for their theories of 
racial purity. The success of 
black American athletes, in¬ 
cluding the sprinter Jesse Ow¬ 
ens. upset the calculation and 
Hitler ostentatiously refused 
to present the medals. 

During the war. part of the 
stadium was used by the 
Biaupunkr company to make 
weaponry. Later it was used as 
a tobacco store and then 
became part of the complex 
that served the British military 
government. Thriller writers 
.such as Len Deighron place — 
probably correctly — rhe Cold 
War headquarters of British 
military intelligence in the 
offices bordering the stadium. 

Some of the Hitler-era stat¬ 
ues still stand, such as 
Breker’s "Decathlete" as peel¬ 
ing monuments to Aryan hero 
worship, but the stadium is in 
poor condition. The masonry 
from the supposed Thousand 
Year Reich has become soft 
and crumbly. The 100-yard- 
iong runnel from the changing 
room to the arena is covered 
with mould. Steel props are 
holding up the outer walls and 
water is leaking everywhere. 
The VI p platform is shored up 
with temporary building work 
and something more stable 
will have to replace it. engi¬ 
neers say. 

The plan of rhe German 
Footbali Federation is that 
either the opening game or the 


final of the 2006 World Cup 
should be played in the stadi¬ 
um. When the German Foot¬ 
ball League championship 
final was played in Berlin 
recently it became dear how 
much work was needed to 
bring it up to standard. 

The problem is money. Nei¬ 
ther die German Government 
nor the Berlin Senate has 
enough to finance the recon¬ 
struction. Berlin is supposed 
to deride by next Monday 
whether to buy the stadium 
and its surrounding area Iran 
the Government (which took it 
over when British troops with¬ 
drew from Berlin). 

Central to Berlin's financial 
arithmetic is how much Bonn 
is willing to pay. Eberhard 



The flame being carried 
into the stadium in 1936 


Diepgen, the Mayor of Berlin, 
is in favour of building a large 
glass or plastic roof over the 
stadium and revamping the 
interior. That would cost 
about DM660 million (about 
£230 million). 

An alternative, favoured by 
senior German sporting offici¬ 
als. is that a new stadium is 
constructed on the so-called 
May Field — where British 
officers used to play polo until 
recently — next to the old 
stadium. Building from 
scratch would cost about 
DM400 million. According to 
these calculations, the Olym¬ 
pic Stadium would become a 
sports museum. But extra 
funds would still be needed to 
keep it standing. 

Another option is the so- 
called “Wembley Stadium’* 
model, in which the outer 
walls would be retained, while 
the rest would be rebuilt. That, 
too, would be very expensive. 

The dilemma of those fa¬ 
vouring a facelift over the 
bulldozer is that they might 
end up looking like defenders 
of Hitler's monumental cre¬ 
ation. The stench of rhe Nazi 
era, 63 years after the Games, 
still hangs around the ter¬ 
races. It has not been helped 
by Berlin's unsuccessful bid to 
stage the 2000 Olympics — 
which prompted a revival of 
Leni Riefenstahl's film footage 
of 1936 — and. by a quiet 
glorification of the sporting 
achievements of the Hitler 
time. 

A plaque has been set up in 
the stadium honouring Carl 
Diem, the chief organiser of 
the 1936 Games. As Berlin ' 
collapsed in April 1945, Diem 
put together a Hitler Youth 
Division which tried and 
failed to win back (he stadium 
from Soviet soldiers. About 
2,000 teenagers died in the 
attempt. The plaque does not 
mention that. 
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Spectators give the Nazi salute as the US team parades at the Berlin. Olympics, intended by Hitler, to demonstrate Aryan supremacy 


Intemperate outburst lands Germany’s Chancellor in the mire 


By Roger Boyes 


HELMUT KOHL for the first 
time in more than 14 years of 
ruling Germany, has taken public 
issue with a report about hire in a 
German news magazine, demand¬ 
ing the right of reply. 

Two weeks ago Stem magazine 
carried a cover story on the rapidly 
softening contours of the euro in 
which it daimriJ that Herr Kohl — 
in a dosed meeting with parlia¬ 


mentarians — described the grass¬ 
roots of his Christian Democratic 
Party as “clever shits" 

“This claim is false." said a letter 
from the Chancellor, which the 
magazine published. “I did not 
criticise the grassroots of the 
Christian Democratic Union.” 
Rather, he was sympathising with 
deputies who face critidsm about 
the Bonn crisis from local constitu¬ 
encies on returning home at 
weekends. In that context the 


Chancellor concedes, he said; “1 
read many dever-shit [klugscheis- 
semde\ newspapers which daim to 
know everything.’’ 

Stem, having printed the letter, 
refuses to let the matter rest 
Today it carries a full transcript of 
Herr Kohl’s words to his deputies. 
“I read many dever-shit newspa¬ 
pers which daim to know every¬ 
thing. And 1 know there is a great 
deal of unease. I say quite plainly. 
1 know how it is: you go back on 


Fridays and attend the constituen¬ 
cy association meeting, and they 
are all sitting there ... and they 
say, whal are you up to, and to stay 
in the blunt idiom of the Palati¬ 
nate, they say — *What kind of shit 
are you actually doing in Bonn?* ~ 
The language has upset local 
Christian Democrats. The back¬ 
bone of the party's support is still 
in the churchgoing population of 
small towns and villages. Other 
chancellors, notably but not exdu- 


sivdy Willy Brandt, were capable 
of extravagant oaths but only in 
private. The Chancellor in trying 
to make amends, has sunk deeper 
in the mire. 

Perhaps because of his crushing 
schedule recently — an unsatisfac¬ 
tory Franco-German summit fol¬ 
lowed by a difficult Amsterdam 
summit, crisis sessions in Bonn, 
the Denver and New York sum¬ 
mits — Herr Kohl has been very 
irritated. Usually such outbursts 


are kept within a dosed aide. But 
on the fringes of the. Amsterdam 
summit, for example, lie fired loose 
verbal cannons at Edmund 
Stofber; the Bavarian leader, in. 
effect accusing him of / under¬ 
mining Bonn's struggle to startup . 
the euro. -. 

That attack has played into the 
hands of Here Stolber, who shot - 
bade yesterday in an interview ; 
with tiie Frankfurter AUgemeine 
Zeitung, saying he was not afraid 


bfanrqrenixn^untation-witblhe 
Chancellor.^ .v ' V- 


to retain a Rntex yvateh .fae- was 
given asone of the woridleaders at 
the “GfUsiimmit m Desver last 
week. Tony Blairtuiheddown his 
walch, and PresidoTt^Chfrac will 
donate his. to '-ah-exhibition of 
presidential gjfc. Presides CBn- 
ton and; bus, counterparts from 
Russia^a^’Canada accepted 
theirs. (Reuter; AFP) ' 'J - ' : - 



THE DIRECT LINE MORTGAGE CHALLENGE 


Question: 



THE SUNDAY TIMES 


Is the Woolwich, Halifax or Abbey National 
the best place to have your mortgage? 


4 ONE NEW LOOK 


Answer: 


See below. 


TOGO! 


Lender 

APR 

(Variable) 

Monthly Repayments 
(after tax relief) 

Monthly saving . 
with Direct Line 

Total Payable 
(gross) 

WOOLWICH 

8.2% 

£575.70 

£49.94 

£180.999 

HALIFAX 

8.2% 

£574.83 

£49.07 

£181,291 

ABBEY NATIONAL 

8.0% 

£57239 

£46^3 

£180,662 

DIRECT LINE 

6.9% 

£525.76 


£164,470 

APRS (used on Standard Variable Rite Repayment mortgages, correct at Tnd Jvm 1997. Sources Mooey&cts. 

MIRAS has been calculated under current tax teghbftaon vriticb maqr alter. 


• The tible speaks for itself. Direct Line is the pLice to have your mertgigr. 

• A Direct Line mortgage could save ynu almost /pn* per month. 

• You can borrow up to ViU'.'i'i of the value of your home. 

• Free valuation. 

• No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity fees. 

• We guarantee to save you 2U M i.t on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

• It you transfer your mortgage without moving house 
Direct Line will pay your legal fees.ti 

• Now you know the answer, give us a call. 




DIRECTLINE 


0181 649 9099 


0161 831 9099 


0141 221 9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. f 1 87 
www.directtinexo.uk • ITY Teletext page 377. A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 
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How getting a new body will soon be as easv 
as ordering a takeaway. In Style this weekend 
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Colony’s police 
send ‘racism’ 
plea to Queen 

From Jonathan Mirsky in hong kong 


JASON REED / BEUTER 
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EIGHT Hong Kong Chinese 
police officers with full British 
passpons have petitioned the 
Queen to allow them to retire 
on full pension, like their 
white colleagues, before the 
handover to China. 

They told The Times lasr 
night that although they had 
been warned officially that 
they may be charged with 
“desertion" — an imprison- 
able offence — if they fail to 
report for duty on July I. they 
will refuse to serve "the com¬ 
munist government" 

In the petition to the Queen 
on June 16, the eight, two of 
whom are second generation 
policemen' and women, who 
have an. average length of 
service of 20 years, wrote: "We 
have been awarded Long Ser¬ 
vice Colonial- Police Medals 
for our long and dedicated 
service to the Crown. 

"We do not want to swatch 
our loyalty and cannot serve 
the Police Force of the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region of Communist China. 
Loyalty is a personal essence 
which has frequently been 
neglected or overlooked in 
modem times." 

The officers, who have also 
personally petitioned the Gov¬ 
ernor in Hong Kong and the 
Foreign Office, contend that it 
is unjust that about 250 of their 
white colleagues, whose only 


HONG KONG 

COUNTDOWN 

difference is that they were 
recruited in Britain, have 
been allowed to retire before 
the handover with full pen¬ 
sions and compensation 
awards ranging up to 
£ 100 . 000 . 

They all took their oaths and 
underwent police training in 
Hong Kong. The eight con¬ 
tend that none of the 2.000- 
member Local Inspectors' 
Association was told of the 
offer, which was made secretly 
to the white officers, and that 
when the local officers, who 
have British passports, learnt 
of the deal and protested, they 
were told in a judicial review 
that thev should have applied 
by 1993. 

Chik Ki-wai. a spokesman 
for the group, said last night: 
“We didnl even know about 
this deal until 1995. How could 
we protest?” 

Mr Chik has been a fre¬ 
quent visitor last year and this 
to London, where he has seen 
officials in the Foreign Office 
and. before the election. Lab- 



Removal men. pack belongings yesterday from Hong 
Kong’s Government House, home of Chris Patten 



our Party fronrbench spokes¬ 
men on Hong Kong. In a letter 
to his group, on March 10. 
Jeremy Hanley, then the Min¬ 
ister of State with responsi¬ 
bility fur Hong Kong, said that 
if the officers were permitted 
to resign with full pensions, 
"the British Government 
would be placed under great 
pressure to provide the same 
benefit to all Hong Kong civil 
servants who hold British 

passports”. 

That amounts to at least 
50,000 civil servants in ail 
branches, including hundreds 
of police, who were given their 
passports in 1Q9I because they 
were in “sensitive positions". 

In 1995 when the inspectors' 
association learnt of the secret 
arrangement for their white 
colleagues, they resolved 
unanimously that the matter 
was unfair and should be 
protested against. Since then, 
the association has decided 
not to bring action as a group, 
but to support any individuals 
who demand equal treatment 
from London. 

Mr Chik said he was sym¬ 
pathetic to government fears 
That if hundreds of officers 
resigned before the handover, 
Hong Kong would be de¬ 
stabilised. “But this has been 
rarisT legislation." he said. 

The eight say they were 
thrown into “terror" after 
their petition to resign with 
immediate pensions was sent 
to Chris Patten, the Governor, 
on June 12. 

John Tsang. his private 
secretary, told Mr Chik: 
"Don't worry. Chief Executive 
C.H.Tung has the same au¬ 
thority as the Governor. We 
will pass your application to 
him." 

Mr Chik wrote back: “We 
are astonished ... and have 
been pur into great fear and 
anxiety about political perse¬ 
cution by Communist China." 

Last night two of them wept 
as Mr Chik said: "We police 
are the only ones in Hong 
Kong who swear an oath to 
the Queen. We believe she will 
help us." 

Lavender Patten, page 21 
Books, page 40 
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Gurkha pipers join musicians of the Scots Guards for the farewell ceremony 

Lament to the end of empire 


From Reuter 

IN HONG KONG 

AS A lone piper launched into 
a haunting -lament die tradi¬ 
tional British stiff upper lip. 
guardian of emotion, began to 
tremble. 

But then, all reserve re¬ 
stored in the dying days of 
empire, the Britons rose as 
one to sing God Save the 
Queen in a land where the 
Chinese will soon be masters 
of their destiny again. 

About 30,000 people packed 


into a Hong Kong stadium to 
say farewell yesterday to an 
empire that once boasted 400 
million subjects around the 
world. 

They came to hear the 
massed bands of the British 
armed forces herald the end 
of a century and a half of 
colonial rule here. Pipers 
from the Scottish Highlands, 
Gurkhas from Nepal. Scots 
Guards fresh from duty out¬ 
side Buckingham Palace — 
all were there to stir British 
patriotism. Pinstripe suit jack¬ 


ets were removed in the 
humidity, but gentlemen kept 
their ties on. 

Expatriates far from En¬ 
gland’s green and pleasant 
land waved Union Jades as 
the massed bands, striking a 
triumphal note from the past, 
launched into “Rule Britan¬ 
nia, Britannia rules the 
waves, Britons never, never, 
never shall be slaves”. Then 
they joined hands fora rendi¬ 
tion of Auld Lang Syne as 
polite hut bemused Chinese 
looked on. 
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HONGKONG 17 

Britain caves 
in on council 
ceremony 

From David Watts in hong kong 


BRITAIN has caved in and 
agreed to attend the swearing- 
in of the new Provisional Leg¬ 
islative Council (LegCo) for 
Hong Kong when its members 
take office soon after the 
official handover ceremony 
next week. 

This important concession 
to China was made despite 
Britain's having taken a tough 
stand against a body it re¬ 
gards as illegal. The Foreign 
Office conceded last night that 
Frauds Cornish, the Consul- 
General, and Hugh Davies, 
the senior representative to the 
Sino-British Joint Liaison 
Group, will attend the swear¬ 
ing-in. It is expected to take 
place minutes after the inau¬ 
guration of Tung Chee-hwa, 
the new Chief Executive. Tony 
Blair and Madeleine Albright, 
the American Secretary of 
State, will leave immediately 
after that and boycott the later 
ceremony, the only two big 
powers to do so. 

The Foreign Office took the 
decision after it became clear 
that Britain would be isolated 
in its defiance. The United 
States had announced earlier 
that it would be represented at 
consular level when the mem¬ 
bers of die legislature are 
sworn in. Until yesterday 
Washington had stood firm 
with Britain in declining the 
invitation. But both saw their 
position eroding as other 
countries, notably Australia, 
declined to follow suit 

The State Department justi¬ 
fied its decision last night 
saying that its consul. Richard 
Boucher, would have to work 
with the new government. 

"Let's fare it The State 
Department made a mistake." 
Allen Lee. leader of the liberal 
Party who is sympathetic to 
Beijing, said. “They thought 
other countries would follow 
them and they didnt" 

The agreement to send rep¬ 
resentatives will be the second 
climbdown this week, after 
London’s yielding to Chinese 
pressure in allowing more 
than 500 troops to arrive 
before the official handover. 

The Chinese said they 
would establish the Provision¬ 
al Legislative Council after 
rejecting plans by Chris Pat¬ 
ten, the Governor, for a 
"through train" which would 
have provided for a body that 


spanned the transition to the 
new Special Administrative 
Region government. Britain 
does not recognise this body, 
which will start approving 13 
new laws for the territory 
three hours after the handover 
ceremonies have been con¬ 
cluded with the Prince of 
Wales and Mr Patten sailing 
out of Hong Kong harbour on 
board Britannia. 

What happens immediately 
after that remains the subject 
of speculation here: whether 
the Chinese Navy will escort 
Britannia off the premises or 
whether her mooring will be 
occupied by a Chinese naval 
vessel; either way an exclusion 
zone will be set up in the 
harbour so that Chinese VIPs 
can travel across the harbour 
to the Hong Kong Conference 
Cenrre where the handover 
will be held without fear of 
being seen by any protesters. 

Among the laws to be pro¬ 
mulgated are a new Public 
Order Act that will require 
seven days' notice of a demon¬ 
stration to the Commissioner 
of Police. The legislation is not 
dissimilar to the original colo¬ 
nial law rescinded by Mr Par- 
ten. If the police chief chooses 
to deny the application, the 
organisers niusT be given no¬ 
tice two days before the 
planned event and they must 
be given an explanation. A 
secondary, fasrer, provision 
allows for a demonstration at 
three days* notioe which must 
have a response from the 
police on the day after the 
application. 

The membership of the new 
legislature has been selected 
by a body of 400 people hand¬ 
picked by the Chinese. Ten of 
these Legislators lost their 
seats in the democratic elec¬ 
tions in 1995. The Chinese 
have promised that new elec¬ 
tions will be held a year after 
the provisional body takes 
office. As the system of voting 
is expected to change, it is also 
expeiaed that the 19 opposition 
Democrats now in the council 
will be reduced to 13. 

O Designer Dags: Xiao Hong, 
the Chinese professor who 
designed Hong Kong’s post¬ 
colonial flag has been treated 
in hospital for fatigue after 
attending too many handover 
parties, the Xinhua news 
agency said, f ReuterI 
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18 OVERSEAS NEWS 


London to challenge 


; fHETIMES 

- .' 'mwcsac^H Efter. * 


‘dog’s dinner’ treaty 


A WEEK after the European 
Union produced its Treaty of 
Amsterdam, Britain is claim¬ 
ing that the text has inserted 
conditions on frontiers and 
police work that were de¬ 
manded by Spain but not 
approved by EU leaders at 
their summit 

Britain's challenge, to be 
made by Robin Cook, the 
Foreign Secretary, at a meet¬ 
ing in Luxembourg today, is 
one of several complaints 
about items that slipped into 
the treaty apparently as a 
result of the confusion in the 
hectic final session in Amster¬ 
dam last week. 

In the aftermath of a negoti¬ 
ation that ended in acrimony, 
Germany and several other 
states are unhappy that the 
treaty grams the European 
Parliament potential veto 
powers over legislation on 
frontiers and other areas de¬ 
spite lack of agreement under 
rhe leaders. 

In the most glaring case of 
sleight of hand. President 
Chirac managed to introduce 
a treaty guarantee keeping 
Strasbourg as the seat of the 
Parliament, although officials 



The Amsterdam treaty text 
allegedly contains conditions not 
agreed at the summit, writes 
Charles Bremner in Brussels: 


at the summit do not recall the 
issue being discussed. "Chirac 
must have mumbled some¬ 
thing and no-one objected, so 
that was taken as assent.” a 
senior Belgian official said. 

Politicians across Europe 
have denounced the new trea¬ 
ty as a muddle that does 
nothing to prepare the EU for 
its cardinal goal of enlarge¬ 
ment to include the former 
communist states of East and 
Central Europe. 

The complaint of Britain 
and Ireland focuses on the 
special arrangement which 
exempts them from raking 
part in the removal of ail 
frontier controls on the EUS 
internal borders. 

Tony Blair had fought for 
an "opt-in", which will enable 
Britain, if it wants, to take part 
in police co-operation and 
other aspects of the new 


bonder machinery. The bulk of 
this comes under the. oM 
“Schengen accords", complex 
machinery for frontier .man¬ 
agement among die 13 other 
states, which lay outside EU 
law. 

In a move strongly ques¬ 
tioned by legal experts, the 
“Maastricht II" treaty incor¬ 
porates a? EU law the 2,000 
pages of Schengen and says 
Britain may join in but only 
with the unanimous approval 
of other stares. 

This condition, which cre¬ 
ates a potential veto, was 
requested by Spain, with an 
eye to its dispute'with Britain 
over Gibraltar and the appli¬ 
cation of EU law to the 
territory. “We don't know how 
this got in, but we’re going to 
make sure it's reversed,” a 
British official said yesterday. 

Dutch officials sajd the con- 


, ' fusion over the 142-pagfetreaiy, 
- was inevitable, gmso the hec- ; 
•- tic.endgame at Ajfsterdam.' 

Their text, which EU^ 
i ambassador Called; a/^dog’S': 
dinner", was the 'tas^'tftey' 
could do with their doles and;' 
tapes of the final session, they" 

: said.. • ' ! H". ' •; 

The Dutch are wcu^fe^:with., 
officials from (he «hfe£staf® ; 
:to“sort put theloose ends "and • 
prepare a final text- in the II*' 
language: for signature by EU; 
leaders in Amsterdam this ; 
autumn, fray said.. , 

They'said nobody had for¬ 
mally challenged the Ftaidir. * 
inspired dause on Strasbourg, 
which rums into treaty lan-' 
guage a declaration ;.tiy EU 
leaders at an Edinburgh EU 
summit in December 1992: 

That sought to put an end to 
the quarrel in which a minor-, 
ity or the Parliament wants to 
halt the. expensive, and time- 
consuming monthly shuttle to 
Strasbourg from Brussels, 
where the Parliament has a 
lavish new headquarters and 
conducts its committees and 
short sessions: 
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Traditional Portuguese rabeio boats; which onceteansported cargoes ofport downriver; compete in ^ 

- animal regatta on the Douro River. Tfifi event celebrates the feastof Sao Toab, ftiepatron of Oporto 
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ban over Gibraltar 
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Michael Evans, defence correspondent 
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prohibited from then entering 
Spanish ports. Spain also 
refuses to take part fo Nato 
naval exercises if they involve 
Nimrod maritime patrol air- 

53L, opcratin S out of 

Gibraltar. 

_ YetenJay Eduardo Serra. 

Defcnce Minis- 
ter. WO a parliamentary com¬ 
mittee in Madrid that these 
restrictions would he lifted, a 
H urd restriction, however 
under which Nato aircraft 
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***** Hkriy to remainfo 
frfareai least for the forest- 
able future 

JHie concessions, removing 
some of the anomalies that 
tare prevented Nato mem- 
tars ftpn, enjoying equal 
mtawr nghtt witting 
alliance's holders, win help in 
Spain's entry into the 
integrated structure fo r the 
first tone since it joined the 
brgamsrtton in 1981. fhe ' 

Spam has agreed t 0 j oin 
Nato s integrated miliWS," 
uo. Provided ,h* alfianort 
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Clinton security men 
questioned on 'affairs 9 


LEE SUK-WCO.' REUTER 


From Ian Bkodie in Washington 


'V • • f. ' : ■ 


KENNETH STARR, the 
Whitewater special prosecu¬ 
tor. was reported yesterday to 

have expanded his investiga¬ 
tion into any extramarital 
relationships that President 
Climnn may have had. 

The Washington Post said 
FBI agents and prosecutors 
working for Mr Starr had 
questioned eight Arkansas 
state troopers a hour their 
knowledge of between 12 and 
15 women whose names have 
been mentioned in connection 
with Mr Clinton when he w;lk 
Governor. They included.Pau¬ 
la Jones, the former sraie 
employee who has taken legal 
action alleging sexual harass¬ 
ment by Mr Clinton, and 
Gennifer Flowers, who said 
she had a 12-year adulterous 
affair with him. Mr Climnn 
has denied both allegations. 

One trooper. Roger Ferry, 
said invesri gators asked 
whether another of the women 
they named had given birth to 
a child by Mr'Clinton and 
whether the child looked like 
hint, the Post reported. This 
unproven allegation has been 
the subject of Arkansas ru¬ 
mour for years. 

Mr Perry said he was asked 
abuut Mrs Jones and whether 
he had seen Mr Clinton with 
Iter and how uften. He is said 
to have answered that he saw 
rhem together once or twice in 
Linle Rock, in public places 
and engaged in casual conver¬ 


sation. The questioning marks 
an intimidatory new line of 
inquiry for Mr Starr's investi¬ 
gation, which began a.s an 
examination of any illegal use 
of funds during the failed 
Whitewater land speculation 
in which Mr Clinton and his 
wife. Hillary, invested in IU78. 

Yesterday's article said the 
interviews were an effort by 
Mr Starr's office to find dose 
Clinton associates in whnm he 
may have confided and whn 
could provide information 
about the veracity of sworn 
statements Mr Clinton has 
made a bum Whirew ater. 

The disclosures nr. likely 
funher to ancer Democrats 



Jones: legal action over 
"sexual harassment" 


Green groups vow 
to stop space probe 

FromTunku Varadarajan in new york 


ENVIRONMENTAL mili¬ 
tants and anti-nuclear activ¬ 
ists have vowed to hall Naso’s 
“Cassini programme", which 
will shortly launch a space 
probe on a seven-year journey 
to Saturn. 

Cassini is one of the most 
ambitious projects yet in plan¬ 
etary science. A $3 2 billion 
(£1.9 billion) joint venture be¬ 
tween Nasa and the Euro¬ 
pean Space Agency, the probe 
is scheduled to take off from 
Cape Canaveral on October 6. 
reaching Saturn's orbit in 
2004. 

The probe, also called 
Cassini will spend four years 
in dose observation of the 
ringed planet, previously ex¬ 
plored only by “fly-by" craft of 
uncertain accuracy. A smaller 
probe will detach from 
Cassini and descend towards 
Titan, one of Saturn's moons, 
which has an atmosphere rich 
in organic molecules that may 
provide clues to the early 
stages of the evolution of life 
on Earth. 

Green groups, however, ob¬ 
ject to the spacecraft's use of 


nuclear power for its scientific 
instruments. Cassini will car¬ 
ry nuclear generators that 
absorb the heat given off by 
the natural radioactive decay 
of plutonium 238. converting 
it to electricity. The craft will 
also carry tiny nuclear- 
powered heaters to protect the 
instruments in the glacial cold 
of interplanetary space. 

No more than 721b of radio¬ 
active material will be on 
board, but such radical organ¬ 
isations as the New York- 
based Learning Alliance, the 
Florida Coalition for Peace 
and Justice and the Food Not 
Bombs group are throating 
non-violent sit-ins on the Cape 
Canaveral launch-pad. Pro¬ 
test rallies have also been 
planned to take place in 
September in New York and 
Washington. 

□ Los Angeles: Hughes 
Space and Communications 
Inc is suing a Russian affiliate 
of the Lockheed Martin Cor¬ 
poration for $300 million, 
claiming that it reneged on a 
contract to launch satellites at 
a fixed price. (AP) 
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who accuse Mr SfarT. a Re¬ 
publican. of turning his sup¬ 
posedly independent inquiry 
into a political vendetta. Mr 
Starr’s investigation, now 
three years old. increasingly 
gives The impression of wal¬ 
lowing in its attempts to indict 
Mrs Clinton and tn target Mr 
Clinton. 

There are intensifying signs 
of Mr Starr trying the issue in 
the media through leaks from 
his office. A co-author of 
yesterday's account was Boh 
Woodward, the Post’s Water¬ 
gate sleuth. 

Mr Perry, who served on 
Mr Clinton's personal security 
staff in Arkansas, said that in 
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Flowers: says They had 
adulterous 12 years 


previous interviews While- 
water investigators had said 
explicitly they were not inter¬ 
ested in the President's per¬ 
sonal life. Now, he said. "I was 
left with the impression they 
wanted to show lie was a 
womaniser... All they wanted 
to talk about was women." 

Mr Perry said investigators 
asked him the most intimate 
details of Mr Clinton's life, 
including whether lie had ever 
seen him perform a sexual set. 
Mr Perry told them: “The 
answer is no." 

Mr Perry did tell investiga¬ 
tors that he and other troopers 
either tiaik Mr Clinton to. or 
provided vehicles to transport 
him to. clandestine meetings 
with seven or eight of the 
women on die prosecutors' list 
lit times when Mrs Clinton 
was away or asleep, the report 
said. Mr Perry'and three other 
members of the Governor’s 
security siaff made similar 
allegations in articles pub¬ 
lished four years ago. 

Another trooper. Ronald 
Anderson, said he refused to 
answer the questions about 
personal relaiionships Mr 
Clinton may have had with 
women. He was reported to 
have told prosecutors: “If he's 
dune something illegal. 1 will 
tell you. But I’m not going to 
answer a question about 
women he knew because I just 
don't feel it's anybody's 
business." 
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South Korean soldiers, still technically at war. check the Demilitarised Zone fence 


Koreans 
agree to 
fresh 
peace 
talks 


From Robert Whym axt 

IX TOKYO 

NORTH Korea said yesterday 
it was ready to take part in 
peace talks aimed at replacing 
the truce that ended the ldS> 
53 Korean War. 

The Stalinist country's offi¬ 
cial media reported that 
Pyongyang was prepared to 
negotiate ‘with South Korea, 
the United States and China 
on a peace senlemenr for ihe 
divided peninsula. 

The announcement, on the 
forty-seventh anniversary of 
the outbreak of the conflict, 
prompted cautious hopes that 
officials might get round a 
table in August to set an 
agenda for the talks. 

Pyongyang said it was will¬ 
ing to discuss an accord as 
long as the IIS and South 
Korea did nut launch a mili¬ 
tary offensive. “As long a> the 
enemies do not provoke a war. 
we will press ahead with the 
peace process on the Korean 
peninsula through dialogue 
and negoriaiinn." the Korean 
Central News Agency said. 

The talks were proposed by 
President Clinton and Presi¬ 
dent 1 Kim Young Sam of South 
Korea last year. The North 
demanded large-scale food aid 
and an easing of US trade 
sanctions to rake pan. 
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Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford on 

keeping heart 
disease under control; 
the benefits of a 
good bed; alcohol and 
growing old; and 
microbes in your 
training shoes 


Drugs cut 


heart risk 


I t is just as well that tht Royal 
Yacht Britannia is unlikely to 
have a copy of The Pharma - 
ceutical Times aboard. The 
latest edition of the journal would 
have made depressing reading for 
the Governor of Hong Kong as he 
contemplates resuming his life in 
Britain. 

There are two reports in The 
Pharmaceutical Times on the treat¬ 
ment of cardiovascular disease in 
Britain. In one, titled The Appall¬ 
ing Treatment of Heart Disease. 
Mark Greener analyses why it 
remains this country's leading 
cause of death, and why so many 
doctors still do not prescribe the 
drugs which could alleviate the 
situation. 

In another review in that issue, 
Ptter Winters, of ICIS Research, 
details the opinion of I.L20 doctors 
in Europe, the US and Japan on the 
way in which British doctors treat 
strokes, and the threat of them, in 
the UK. Their opinion is 
summarised as “if you have an 


acute stroke, do not have it in the 
UK". 

Mr Patten suffered from coro¬ 
nary heart disease at the start of his 
term as Governor, but an immedi¬ 
ate angioplasty has kept him free of 
trouble throughout his term of 
office. An angioplasty clears the 
passage through the coronary ar¬ 
teries by forcing any atheromatous 
plaque lack against the arterial 
wall where it has caused narrow¬ 
ing. In carrying out an angioplasty 
the doctor introduces a balloon into 
the lumen of the coronary artery so 
dial when the balloon is inflated it 
exerts the necessary pressure an the 
soft plaque, so that ir is flattened. 

Two thirds of die patients who 
are treated with angioplasty for 
coronary arterial narrowing im¬ 
prove. Unfortunately, the remain¬ 
ing third either show no immediate 
relief of symptoms, or need a 
bypass or a repeat angioplasty 
within six months. Even in those in 
whom the operation is deemed 
successful there is a gradual fur- 
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Blairs better than the 

Oneof die nkist popular typ« ofhedoftnisson- 
is manufactured by Lattoflex, oTTetitod«t ja 
Kent. These beds have a, slatted base vSdr an . 
au tomati c dedrical control. -Doable beds- are- 
fitted with two separate mattress? tp 

two sleepeis. The hcad can be. raised so asTn ^ 

allow either partner to read in bed without: I 
disturbingtbe other. The ability to drop feroot 
as well as -to raise-ithe head -.also 1 .-hdps^tne- 
breathJess and the dyspeptic who 'have! 
oesophageal itfluJt Hence ' their assoaatrorr 
with medical rondituras. Ute mattress, oa flie ' 
Lattoflex beds is firm but not hard and is made-;; 


Spending £4.000 on a bed may seem a small price if it leaves the Prime Minister fresh to cany the heavy burden of office 


constantly changing. The. mattress costs up to 
£4000. a well made beechbed up to £2,000 *-t-_ 
People with a bad back bat without £6,000 
could consider a Topper mattress, sold by John 
Beil & Croyden of Wigmore Street London, 
which lies on top of a normal one. It provides 
good support as the specialised foam, moulds' 
rtsetf around a warm body. A single mattress 
costs about £400, a double about £800. 


ring up of the arteries over a few 
years. Mr Greener makes a strong 
plea for greater use of lipid¬ 
lowering drugs to reduce the blood 
fats. He quotes Dr Neil Pbulter of 
St Marys Hospital. London, who 
recently told an international con¬ 
ference that in Britain we not only 
suffer high levels of the standard 
risk factors for heart disease, but do 
less than many other countries to 
counteract them. 

Fifty four per cent of men who 
have had a heart attack still do not 


take aspirin daily, and nor do 60 
per cent of those who have angina, 
and at risk from coronary 
thrombosis. 

Over the (last few years several 
surveys have shown that reducing 
blood fats using the statin drugs, 
such as Simvastatin and 
Pravastatin, can have a marked 
effect in reducing the death rate 
from heart disease. The rate was 
cur by approximately a third and 
the statistics also suggest that, if ail 
those in whom there was an 


indication for the use of these drugs 
took them, the number of people in 
Britain suffering from, heart dis¬ 
ease would be halved- 

Few doctors now. doubt the 
efficacy of the statin group of drugs, 
and their ability to reduce chotes-' 
terol levels. The reason they are not 
prescribed more widely is thought 
to be their cost 

Greater use of the statin drugs 
can be shown to be cost-effective 
when they are given to high-risk 
patients, and it would seem reason¬ 


able to target initially those patients 
- : with angina, those who have had a 
heart attack, andtbose who have 
markedly raised icholesterol levels. 
In these groups, the expenseof the. 
prophyiactic treatment is; balanced; 
by the saving in hospital costs 
which would occur if they were to 
have a heart attack. - 
Once the price of file statin drugs 
starts to Call it seems likely that " 
many others, in whom'the risk of 
coronary heart disease is less great, 
will also be treated jftipphyiadical-. 


- ty. It is renoouragtog: thaiitfie- 
deathrate in Britain from coronary 
heart disease in men_aged 35 to 75 
“fell between 1980 and 1990 by Z3 per 
cent, but .Mr Greener points out' 
that during the sameperiod itfeU in' 
Sweden by per cent and the 
United Stats by 35 per cent^ 

As Mr Patten belongs to one of 
the high-risk groups he is presum¬ 
ably watching his diet and taking 
regular exercise. Doubtless he-win- 
also be taking a daily aspirin and. 
should take regular statin drugs.- - 


Fungi have 
a field day 
in trainers 



Suffering from 


ovarian cancer 


THE council that looks 
after the interests of Muslims 
in America has asked that 
the trainers made by one 
manufacturer be banned 
because their logo could be 
mistaken for the Arabic 
symbol for Allah. The firm 
has agreed to withdraw 
the offending shoes from 
sale. 

Muslim’s hierarchy 
consider shoes are unclean 
because they can be 
covered in mud from 
pavements. 

The council members 
would have had an even 
better case had they seat a 
recent study on the number 
of microorganisms which 


R ecently it has been 
suggested that alcohol, 
which has been shown 
to have a cardioprotective 
effect could also delay the 
onset of Alzheimer's disease. - 
This concept is likely to be 
even less immediately popular 
with some doctors than was 
the Theory — now proven and 
accepted — that a modest daily 
intake of alcohol reduces die 
risk‘of suffering from heart 
disease. 

At a recent medical meeting 
in Bordeaux, Professor Jean 
Man: OrgoiKap discussed the 
tong-term effects of alcohol on 
performance in later life. 

There is no doubt that if 
alcohol is drunk to excess — 
particularly if the heavy drink¬ 
ing is associated, as is often the 
case, with'malnutrition — it 
can lead to acute forms of 
dementia toch as Korsakaffs 
psychosis or the even mare 
dangerous Wernicke’s enceph¬ 
alopathy. 

Fortunately, few drinkers 
consume so much that they 
end up demented. Professor 
Orgogozo was addressing the 
problem of the effects of alco¬ 
hol on the intellect in old age in 
those who had drunk steadily 
but modestly throughout life. 

He studied the intelligence 
of 377 people over the age of 65 
who were living in the Gi¬ 
ronde and Dordogne districts 
of France. The resulting statis¬ 
tics were encouraging. There 
was an inverse relationship 
between regular, moderate 
wine drinking and the likeli- 
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can be found in trainers 
worn by athletes from the 
Thames Valley Harriers. 

Seventy-six times more 
fungi were found in these 
shoes than could be 
cultured from the bowl or 
seat of a public lavatory. 

There were also more 
micro-organisms in an old 
shoe than in the lavatory 
bowl. Trainers did, however, 
. have a larger colony of 
microbes living within them 
than did other shoes — 
even if they had been worn 
on three consecutive days. 

These fungi are a 
frequent cause of athlete's 
foot which affects 40 per 
cent of people from time to 
time. The bacteria in the 
shoes may be responsible for 
any secondary injection. 

The fungi an he treated 
with Doktarin preparations, 
or other suitable 
fungicides. It is also possible 
to buy a Daktarin spray 
io treat the shoes. 


hood of developing senile de¬ 
mentia. 

The drinkers had an aver- 
age of three to four standard, 
glasses of wine a day, or its 
equivalent,' but. as - might 1 be 1 
expected in France, 95 per cent 
of the regular drinkers usually 
had wine. - 

The evidence that the drink¬ 
ers were less likely to develop' 
Alzheimer's than were teeto- 


Few drink 
so much 
alcohol 
thatthey 
endup 
demented 


toilers was very marked. Pro¬ 
fessor Orgogozo said: “ft 
would be premature at this 
stage of our research to advise 
all elderly people to drink 
more wine daily. 

There does, however, seem 
to be no medical rationale why 
we should advise people of 65 
to stop drinking so long as 
they're doing it in moderation. 

The habit seems to cany no 
specific risk, doesn't damage 
the intellect and seems to be of 
benefit to their health." 

Support for Professor 
Orgagoro's research comes 
from a report in the British 


: Medical TduhidT of a 1 study' 
carried. Out to Australia. 

A team from die'University 
_of Canberra has investigated 
• the tong-torm effect of drink¬ 
ing alcohol on Second World 
War veterans who continued 
to do this into old: ag& These 
men have-been seen regularly 
since i982; whentheir average 
, agewas643. . 

. The research has shown no 
association between a persis- 
. tent TSfeSang consumption of 
alcohol arid the veterans’ per¬ 
formance when, in old age, 
they wereasked to carry out 18 
standard psychological tests. 
The drinkers’-intellects 
seemed to be unimpaired. Nor 
was there any apparent differ¬ 
ence in the amront oTbrain 
atrophy they ’ suffered com¬ 
pared with the non-drinkers. 

Professor Qrgogazo’s re¬ 
search in France, the findings 
in Canberra and_ a similar 
survey in Copenhagen, results 
of which, are still to be pub¬ 
lished, are encouraging. Even 
though there is not tire same 
dear-cut advantage between 
the modest quantity drunk 
and the cardioprotective effect 
of alcohol, it would seem wise 
to recommend to patients that 
if they wanted to achieve the 
best chance of'.being the intel¬ 
lectual life and soul in the old 
people’s home, they would do 
well to stick to two to four 
glasses of wine, or its equiva¬ 
lent, each day. 

They should also continue to 
take a well balanced diet rich 
in vitamins and soluble fibre. 
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Lavender and Chris Patten: “I am a listening post If he wants to talk, 1 listen. ! certainly will give advice. My main approach has been that he shouldn't worry about me. I can cope with most things; I’m quite tough” 

‘ I am here to hold his hand’ 


111 g 






L avender Patten. 52 and enviably 
lean, sits in the chintz-formality of 
a Government House from which 
every trace of the Patten family 
has been scooped up by packers. The 2-1- 
hour roar of central Hong Kong is hushed 
by double-glazing and there are hotel- 
style flower arrangements. The staff in 
starched jackets with red tabs on their 
collars glide in with tea. and hover, 
perfectly, just out of earshot 
Soon they will be working for Tung 
Chee-hwa, the Chief Executive, whose 
necromancer has warned him that Gov¬ 
ernment House has bad feng shui. Mr 
Tung will stay in his own much enlarged 
flat in a chic part of town and may rum 
Government House into a museum to 
hold the presents every Chinese province 
has sent to mark the handover. Starting 
on Tuesday, it will be the opposite of 
Patten-cosy. 

“Upstairs is a mess”says Mrs Patten. 
“Everything is half in and half out of 
cases."Then she says, worried: The staff 
are wonderfuL I cant imagine what their- 
lives are going to be like now.” Well, they 
certainly wont be wearing the colonial 
white with the red tabs. 

like most of us, Mrs Patten is two 
people. There is Lavender, an attractive 
wife and mother who is still very much in 
love with Chris, her second husband (who 
calls her “my best friend^ and who is 
devoted to her three daughters. Alice, 17. 
Laura, 22, and Kate, 24. After five years 
away from London she is now faced with 
finding a job and doing up the newly 
bought Victorian semi In Barnes that, 
from next week, will become a rather 
more comfortable family home than the 
grandiose hulk of Government House. 
Then there is Mrs Chris Patten, wife of 


After the hectic role as wife of the last Governor of Hong Kong, Lavender Patten is 
looking forward to being her own person again. Interview by Jonathan Mirsky 


Governor Patten. "The Governess,” her 
friends sometimes call her to her face, 
although unlike some of her predecessors 
no one could be less govemessy. She says 
she suspected what it would be like to be 
the Government House hostess, but didn't 
know what was coming: the constant 
glare of the spotlight, little privacy, snubs 
from visiting Beijing bigwigs, who shun 
Mr Ratten, and insults from the Chinese 
press, which has called him "the whore" 
and "the triple violator". 

Aren’t the snubs and the insults 
wounding? “Sometimes it made me 
angry, it all seemed so juvenile. I didn’t 
take it personally. Its as if they were 
making it up for some reason. In Britain 
people can be unpleasant at a meeting, 
but they don’t refuse to meet you. People 
say it’s Chris Who'S been confrontational. 
But he’s polite and restrained. I'd have 
been much angrier. It’s hard to resist” 

W hat she minds a lot in Hong 
Kong is "hearing what 
people say behind your back 
and then you have to meet 
for dinner. That's much more difficult In 
Britain you just don’t meet people like that 
at dinner." 

Has the official hostility from China 
infected her encounters with local people? 
“No, not at all. Lots of people have 
apologised. ‘So sorry these things have 
been said.’The public has been incredibly 
welcoming and friendly. There’s only a 
small minority who appeared not to like 
us." 


In England, the 
public animosity 
from political oppo¬ 
nents could be far 
more direct? “Yup. 
yup, very definitely. 

That could be quite 
unpleasant" She 
observes, however, 
that in Britain she 
was rarely the 
centre of attention. 

T just trotted 
around gently in 
Bath. The first time 
1 was in the spot¬ 
light was when he 
lost." One suddenly 
recalls the stricken 
faces of the Rattens 
on television on the 
night of the 1992 
Tory victory in 
which campaign director Chris Patten 
was trounced in his own constituency. 
Could she face another campaign? She 
looks strained. "Well, I had a pretty bad 
experience the last time. One puts these 
things behind one." This sounds much 
more like a no than her husband’s answer 
to the same question. 

She has liked Hong Kong, especially 
the new friends, Chinese and expatriate. 
“You won’t believe it, but I didn’t know a 
single soul here before I came. It’s rather 
wonderful that in the second half of one’s 
life, one can make good friends.” 

But it was also a strain. “I had little idea 


what life would be 
like. 1 was faced with 
an enormous house 
with an enormous 
staff, an enormous 
range of duties. It 
took several months 
just making deci¬ 
sions about patron¬ 
age. It's a veiy busy 
role. We had little 
time to ourselves 
and we have a young 
daughter who 1 feel 1 
haven't been able to 
give as much time to 
as I would have 
liked. And then there 
was being away 
from our other 
daughters, on the 
other side of the 
world." 

Alice Patten. 17, is clever, hoping for 
three A levels so that she can go to 
Cambridge, and pretty enough to model 
pan-time. All parents worry about their 
children, says Mrs Patten: "But Hong 
Kong is wonderfully safe. I didn't have to 
keep track of her every minute. She's 
managed to live a normal life. She’s much 
calmer than 1 am ... I get very anxious. 
She’s very good at hugging and leaves 
little messages on my desk — *1 love you 
Mummy — it gives me a real lift." 

And she needs the lifts. She lists her 
roles: as wife of the Governor she appears 
at social and official functions and acts as 


hostess in Government House. She is the 
patron of several organisations. Hong 
Kong itself? “It’s extraordinaiy. Everyone 
is on the move all the time, active, hard¬ 
working and out and about, enjoying 
themselves. But irs very tiring. You've got 
to be on top form." 

Her self-disdpline verges on self- 
sacrifice. So determined is she to supporT 
her husband that she rarely, if ever, 
reveals to him her own worries. “I am 
there to hold his hand and as a listening 
post If he wants to talk, l listen. 1 certainly 
will give advice. We discuss scenarios — if 
this happens, then what My main 
approach has been he shouldn’t worry 
about me. I can rope with most things: I'm 
quite tough." 

I wonder if this insistence on not 
worrying her husband arises from her 
own childhood. Her father was killed in 
the war. her mother married again; the 
stepfather paid little attention to Laven¬ 
der, and then her mother was killed in a 
car crash. As a child. Lavender moved 
around a loL “You may be right One 
doesn’t want to make a fuss." But soon she 
says that when she’s down, her husband 
“is very good at treats and good at giving 
hugs". 

On Monday night, after national flags 
have come down and gone up, the Pattens 
sail away in the Britannia with the Prince 
of Wales. So what's next for Lavender 
Patten? “I would like to be my own person 
again. I’d like to do a job of work." She 
specialised in juvenile law, but may not go 
back to it. “I was very junior when I left 



The Pattens faced snobs and Insults 


and would be just as junior when 1 go 
back and the law has changed enormous¬ 
ly in five years." Her own long-ago 
divorce may be in her mind. “I'm going to 
look into mediation, which will require a 
bit of training. There’s the new divorce 
law. 1 look forward to tribunal work." 

D ivorce is plainly not on the 
cards for the Pattens. Two 
years ago at a dance here, I 
was struck by the way Chris 
Patten warched his wife dancing with the 
Commander of British Forces. He sud¬ 
denly said: “Look at her. Isn't she 
wonderful.” It wasn’t a question. “She’s 
my best friend, you know. I was crazy 
about her at Oxford and I was so shy. 
When she married someone else I was 
shattered." 

Mrs Patten looks unaffectedly delighted 
when I tell her this. How does she 
remember the Oxford romance? “I think 
we were both very young. He was 
probably younger; young men often don’t 
grow up as fast as girls. We did go out. I 
just think that when it might have got 
serious he wasn't ready and unfortunately 
1 was looking for more security. 

“My first marriage didn’t work. And 
then I rang him up." She must have been 
thinking about him, then? She gives an 
appreciative hmmm.“l wanted to see him 
again. It was five years since we last went 
our." 

They married in 1971. “We get on 
wonderfully well. We like going to the 
same places. We prefer to do things with 
each other rather than with anyone else." 
She casts about for some imperfection. 
“Occasionally, there's a film he likes that 1 
don't, and vice versa." She makes this 
sound almost like a disloyal confession. 
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Listen, why don’t you just e-mail me with it? 


A report by (Excuse me 
for just a second will 
you - OK, JVn back) 
Gallup’ and the California- 
based Institute for the Future 
says (Sorry, let me just get rid 
of this flashing message on 
my computer screen ... right; 
where were we?) says that 
office workers are so deluged 
with e-mail and other commu¬ 
nication that they barely have 
the time each day to get 
through (Sorry about that 
noise, ifs a fax coming 
through) their workload. 

The average middle-man¬ 
agement executive sends or 
receives 178 messages or docu¬ 
ments each day. A secretary’s 
tally of e-mafl, faxes, voice 
mail, sticky notes and pager 
messages tops 190 a day. 

Nancy Ozawa, director of 
the Institute for the Future, 
believes that “we have passed 
die point where communica¬ 
tions tools are aiding effici¬ 
ency. The day is coming." she 


A survey says that office workers are overwhelmed with 
information. Joe Joseph puts electronic mail in perspective 


adds blithely, interrupting us 
for the 68th time this morning, 
“when people will lie down in 
the road and say ‘I cannot do 
this any more’." 

- But does the Institute for 
the Future know the price of 
every e-mail, and the value of 
□one? If we had to handle 200 
messages daily, all of them 
dealing with brain-clenching 
questions about new account¬ 
ing procedures in the Denver 
subsidiary, then we might 
well be feeling overwhelmed. 

But for most people, e-mail 
is just the lazy man’s trip to 
the coffee machine, which is 
why an average worker's e- 
mail printout might read 
something like this: 

— Morning, Phil. Get a 
result last night? Nigel 

—What, she did that before 


the waiter had 
even brought the 
starters? NigeL 
— Anyone who 
has not yet paid 
their contribution 
to the lottery syndi¬ 
cate will NOT, re¬ 
peat NOT be 
included in any 
winnings. Gerry 
— How exactly 
do you mean with 
the cocktail stir- _____ 
rer??T7! Nigel 

— If that isn’t a signal, I don’t 
know what is. She sounds 
randier than her sister. Nigel 
— Yes, that does include 
you, PhD. It’s just not fair it 
say, we win £12 million and 
you expect a share without 
even putting in your SOp. 
Gerry 


‘She 

sounds 

randier 

than 

her 

sister’ 


— Phil, your wife 
called. Salty 
— Do you have 
anything to put on 
the agenda for 
Monday’s budgrt 
meeting, Phil? (Are 
you still available 
for cricket on Sat¬ 
urday?). Mike 
— She didn’t say 
what it was about 
Salty 

_ — Thanks for 

last night PhD. I 
really, really enjoyed myself— 
Amanda 

— No. I think that comes in 
Wednesday’s European bud¬ 
get meeting. Mike 

— I forgot: do you stiD have 
the team pads in your boot? 
Mike 

— Ntt if 1 lent you the 50p It 


comes to the same thing. 
Gerry 

~ But why didn't you take 
the cricket bag out of the boot 
first you plonker? How long 
do they reckon it wiU lake to 
fix the gearbox? Mike 
— No, 1 didn't tell her 
anything about your where¬ 
abouts last night. Sally 
— Sony about that I had to 
take a call from some bloke in 
Korea. So do you think you’ll 
see Mandy again, or what? 
Nigel 

— Tonight? You are an 
energetic little boy, aren't you! 
Amanda 

— Yes. but what if they 
don't manage to fix the gear¬ 
box by Friday? Mike 
— What’s all this about you 
and Amanda? George 
— OK, that sounds like a 


reasonable Plan B. What’s the 
garage's name? Mike 
— Nobody? ft's genera/ 
knowledge. George 
— Of course ] haven’t told 
anyone. What do you take me 
foi? Nigel 

— What the hell have you 
been saying, Mr Tannoy- 
mouth! Amanda 
— Your wife called again. 
I’m sick of her thinking I don’t 
pass on the messages to you. 
Sally 

■— How else would anyone 
have known about the mango 
sorbet! Amanda 
— I’m sorry I mentioned it. 
Letts forget it. George 
— And the cocktail stir- 
rei???? Amanda 
— My sister warned me 
about you. Amanda 
— Anything cooking? Nigel 
— A cheque for 50p, are you 
bonkers? Gerry 
— Get lost! Amanda 
— Oh. really? Nigel 





Holy sequel! 

Is Batman & Robin 
worth all the hype? 
Geoff Brown s verdict 
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CLEVER cars from japan. 
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£ 1 1,500 on the road +.1.5 litre engine + Space for 5 adults in comfort + Twin airbags and side impact bars + Power steering + High driving position + Fold flat seats for extra storage or double bed + 3 Year unlimited mileage warranty. 
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It’s time for 
trade to do 
without aid 

Clare Short needn’t snub British 
industry says Magnus Linklater 


A young man in Zambia poured into the coffers a 
an the verge of srarva- relatively wealthy oountne 
tion needs working while others languished u 


A young man in Zambia 
on the verge of starva¬ 
tion needs working 
capital to start a cycle repair 
business. He needs a loan on 
reasonable terms, some man¬ 
agement advice, and a helping 
hand to get things going. 
Armed with that, he can 
transform a destitute family 
into a productive unit, contrib¬ 
uting to the economy pf his 
country, instead of draining its 
resources. 

Simple, really. It's called 
sustainable development, and 
it is exrraordinarily difficult to 
achieve. Bedevilled by politics, 
war. bureaucracy and vested 
interests, overseas aid has 
struggled to achieve that ideal 
with remarkable lack of suc¬ 
cess. Small agencies and char¬ 
ities do their best. 
Governments cannot seem to 
get it right. 

Now Clare Short. Secretary 
for International Develop¬ 
ment. has indicated that she 
wants to change the entire 
basis of Britain's overseas aid 
policy. In what is seen as one 
of the most radical steps this 
Government has taken, she 
intends to abolish the “aid- 
with-strings" approach adopt¬ 
ed under previous administra¬ 
tions’ and direct the money 
where it is most needed and 

most effective. In- _ 

stead of insisting 

that aid is condi- Lai 

tional on sales of 

British products, QJ 

services and exper- 

rise, each country’s aftai 

needs will be judged 

on their merits, irre- 11IC a 

specrive of the bene- ; 

fits for British jobs. 

Africa is likely to 
benefir. while the bener-off 
economies of the Far East will 
lose out. 

“Good on her." was the 
comment from one veteran aid 
expert 1 spoke ro. “If the idea is 
to exclude all countries above 
a certain economic threshold, 
that’s excellent, radical — and 
probably unworkable. But she 
should try." 

The tangled stoiy of aid- 
with-strings goes back to a 
previous woman minister in a 
Labour Government. In 1978 
Judith Hart persuaded James 
Callaghan to push overseas 
aid up to its highest level — 
052 per cent of GNP. She 
proposed that, in return, Brit¬ 
ish business should be given 
the inside track on trade with 
recipient countries. That was 
taken to extremes by Margaret 
Thatcher, who regarded aid as 
a valuable weapon in “batting 
for Britain” abroad. 

Secret deals were offered to 
big British companies — Ce¬ 
mentation in Oman. Westland 
Helicopters in India — as part 
of an aid package. It became 
almost axiomatic that any 
country accepting British sup¬ 
port found itself buying Land 
Rovers or installing a~GEC- 
Marconi communications sys¬ 
tem. Sometimes it became 
even murkier, when arms 
deals were illegally involved. 
The row ihai broke over the 
Fergau dam affair in 199-1 
suggested that help given to 
the Malaysian Government to 
construct a big but question¬ 
able dam project had been 
closely tied to defence sales. 

It also raised the rather 
more urgent question of why 
millions of pounds were being 


Labour 

first 

attached 
the strings 
to aid 


poured into the coffers of 
relatively wealthy countries 
while others languished in 
abject poverty. Two decades of 
trade-related aid has produced 
a lopsided policy. A report by 
the Overseas Development 

Administration last year con¬ 
cluded that it was costly, 
inefficient, and failed to give 
value for money. 

At the same rime, the bar¬ 
gain struck with Mrs (now 
Dame Judith) Hart has been 
brusquely dumped: aid has 
slumped to 0-27 per cent of 
GNP. and public confidence in 
the system has been steadily 
undermined. 

So reform is overdue. But 
Clare Short faces an uphill 
struggle. First of all, she 
controls only half of Britain's 
12 billion overseas aid budget. 
The rest is channelled through 
Brussels, which is notoriously 
cumbersome and bureaucrat¬ 
ic. But even when it comes to 
the remaining half of British 
aid, there are headaches. 
Should Ms Short ignore the 
politics of the recipient coun¬ 
tries? Should she give to 
dictatorships and democracies 
alike, regardless of the risk 
that corrupt regimes will sim¬ 
ply siphon off the money for 
themselves? Should she ignore 
the crying need of a small 

_ island community 

simply because the 
juj- country it belongs to 

is relatively 
5t wealthy? And how 

, . do you help the 

hed most desperate 

■ people of all. 

trapped in a country 
M racked by civil war 

' — like Sudan or 

Rwanda? 

The biggest obstacle, howev¬ 
er. may lie at home. Can she 
ignore the outcry from British 
companies who will argue that 
jobs will be lost and trade lost 
to competitors if she changes 
track? The answer is thar she 
should do just that. 

Those companies will dis¬ 
cover. like their Japanese 
counterparts, that deals will be 
done irrespective of aid, and 
that contracts wiU not be lost if 
the services are needed. But at 
the same time. Ms Short must 
not simply cut British industry 
out of overseas projects. The 
future of development de¬ 
pends on investment from the 
private sector as much as it 
does on Govemmenr aid. The 
Third World needs British 
goods, technology, experience, 
management techniques, and 
long-term assistance. It is 
more efficient and effective 
than anything a non-govern¬ 
mental organisation can pro¬ 
vide. 

It should, however, be 
sought and provided openly, 
with Parliament fully in¬ 
formed af the rime rather than 
having to find out about it 
later. It should be done on the 
basis that British firms can 
provide goods and services 
that are cheaper and more 
effiriem than their local com- 
peritors. And trade deals 
should not be made a condi¬ 
tion of receiving aid. 

If Ms Short ran meet those 
objectives, and rhen perhaps 
persuade the Treasury to inch 
that 0.27 per cent back up 
towards the level it achieved 
20 years ago, she will indeed 
have achieved something truly 
radical. 


u TjheyhacL asK-adouitedL 
faces and skin... were 
about 5 ft 5 in tall, eyes 
a little more 
small ears, Small nose, 
fine features and. 
hairless ...” 

Hoswell aliens eye-witness 
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Nemesis on Wall Street 

L ord Beaverbrook was the TllP 1090 ^tnrk TTIflLrket CT asll doOTtied In 1929, the rise intheBritish bai 

greatest newspaper propri- llie blUUV IHctlilCl UdMI UUU111CU rate triggered the Wall Street eras 

etor of his time, and one of x _ — t j ^ i. Britain was there still try far ti 

the shrewdest political com- RaiHSay MacDonald S new Government. larg^t external investor in the Ui 

Could it happen to Labour again? 


L ord Bea verb rook was the 
greatest newspaper propri¬ 
etor of his time, and one of 
the shrewdest political com¬ 
mentators. On April 20, 1929 he 
commented on the general election 
campaign in a letter to a Canadian 
friend. “Ramsay MacDonald is anx¬ 
ious at all costs to appear reasonable 
and moderate, and his speeches 
might all be made by Baldwin." The 
Labour leader's moderation paid off. 
The poll was on May 31, and Labour 
was for the first time returned as the 
largest party, with 2SS seats to the 
Conservatives' 260 and the Liberals’ 
39. The Liberals under Lloyd George 
supported Labour, and Ramsay 
MacDonald fanned what was then 
only the second Labour Government 
Labour's honeymoon was brief. On 
September 26. 1929, pressure on the 
pound sterling, which was still 
convertible into gold, forced the Bank 
of England to raise the bank rate to 
65 per cent an exceptionally high 
level for the Gold Standard period. 
As the dividend yield an. the New 
York stock market was only 3 per 
cent British investors, who still 
played an important role on Wall 
Street started to sell their American 
stocks in order ro obtain the interest 
rates available in London. On Sep¬ 
tember 29 the panic started. By 
November 13, 1929. the index had 
fallen by 42 per cent. By March. 1932. 
it had fallen by 77 per cent and was to 
fall even further in the banking panic 
of 1933. 

On August 20, 1931, the Deputy 
Governor of the Bank of England 
called on Ramsay MacDonald to tell 
the Prime Minister that the gold 
reserves were within a few days of 
being exhausted; he said that a loan 
could be negotiated in New York if 
the Government was prepared to cut 
expenditure, including unemploy¬ 
ment benefits. The Labour Cabinet 
(bur not MacDonald or the Chancel¬ 
lor. Philip Snowden) rejected this 
proposal. On August 24. Ramsay 
MacDonald went to Buckingham 
Palace, resigned as Prime Minister 
and advised Kina George V to call a 
meeting of the three party leaders. 

As a result the National Govern¬ 
ment of 1931 was formed the next day, 
with Ramsay MacDonald still as 
Prime Minister, but with the Conser¬ 
vatives as the dominant party*. Brit¬ 
ain went off the Gold Standard; 
Parliament was dissolved: at the 
general election on October 27. the 


National Government was returned 
with a majority of 521. Under 
Baldwin the National Government 
won again in 1935. and lasted until 
Winston Churchill formed the war¬ 
time coalition in 1940. 

One of the lessons of this is that 
shocks on Wall Street can be decisive 
for British politics. After 1929. every¬ 
one vowed that there must never 
again be so great a Wall Street crash, 
and there never has been. Yet such 
crashes have occurred in other ad¬ 
vanced stock markets, notably in the 
Tokyo market after 1989; that fell by 
about 70 per cent from the peak, 

about as large a fall _ 

as Wall Street suf- _ 

fered in the three Tf77*J 

years after the 1929 IJ/ 7/i 

crash. There is r T r vv 

nothing in the org- \J /)/)?■ 

anisarion of late XVuW^ 
20th-century stock 
markets which .• - - - 
makes a crash im¬ 
passible: indeed, some people think 
that the growth of derivatives makes 
a big crash more likely. 

On Monday the Dow Jones index 
fell by 192 points, the second largest 
fall in history, so far as the number is 
concerned, but a relatively small fall of 
only 25 in percentage terms. On 
Tuesday the Dow Jones recovered by 
153.8 points, or 2.02 per cent. This is 
the second time this year thar Wall 
Street has had a tremor, on the first 
occasion the market recovered rapidly 
and went to new heights. These 
tremors do need to be taken seriously. 
They sometimes prove to be warnings 
of a major earthquake in the near 
future. 

There is no doubr thar Wall Street is 
very high. Judged by the dividend 
yield, it is the highest it has ever been, 
by a wide margin. Before the fall on 
Monday, the dividend yield on the 
S&P 500 index was 1.7 per cent 
compared with 3 per cent at the peak 
in 1929. In terms of dividend yield, it 
would therefore take a fall of more 
than 40 per cent in the Dow Janes 
index to get back to the level immed¬ 
iately before the 1929 crash. By the 


bottom in 1933 the dividend yield had 
risen to more than 9 per cent 

This means that the Dow Jones, 
which peaked last week at 7500. 
would have to fall to 4,400 to match 
the 1929 peak in terms of dividend 
yield, or to about 1,450 to match the 
bottom of the market in 1933. No bear 
market in Wall Street has ever come 
to an end without the dividend yield 
reaching 6 per cent Of course the 
underlying cycle may have changed 
its character, but it is worth noting 
that a 6 per cent dividend yield is the 
present equivalent of a fall in the 
Dow Jones index to about 2 .250. 

__ Fortunately, 

there are more 
* moderate ways of 

'/Tffl estimating the po- 

i if tential downside 

\ A turn i * 1 * e Wal1 

vLUxY Srreet market Pn> 

GU fessor Tim Cong- 

■ — - - don has published 

his conclusions in 
the latest issue of the Lombard Street 
Research Monthly. He believes that 
“LIS equity valuations are stretched” 
and that "the surge in share prices is 
due to high money growth' and 
associated excess liquidity". He mea¬ 
sures the possible fall in terms of the 
bond-equity yield ratio. In 1929 it was 
the superior attraction of bonds 
which pulled money out of Wall 
Street and caused the crash. 

“Investors have a choice between 
holding their wealth in equities or 
bonds..Professor Congdon writes. 
“On average over the last 15 years the 
30-year US government bond yield 
has been between two and a half and 
two and three quarter times die S&P 
500 dividend yield. Until recently the 
only exception was in the spring and 
summer of 1987, but that was before 
the crash of IW7. At its peak in 19S7 
the bond-equity yield ratio was 3.5 
per cent: loday it is just over 
four... If bond yields rise and the 
yield ratio returns to two and a half to 
two and three quarters, US share 
prices could fall by over 30 per cent” 
That would take the Dow Jones index 
back down to below 5500. 


In 1929, the rise in the British bank 
rate triggered the Wall Sheet crash. 
Britain was then, still fry far the 
largest external investor in the Uni-. 
ted States. Last Monday it was the 
report of the speech by the-Japanese 
Prime Minister. Ryutaro Hashimoto, 
which caused the fall He had said 
that Japan faced the temptation to sell 
off US Treasury bills. That, of course, 
would make the whole US bond 
market fall, and would widen the 
bond-equity ratio, unless Wall Street 
fell sharply. 

Wall Street has for some years been, 
driven up by the flow of money into 
mutual funds (unit trusts). Most of 
these investors measure their return 
by adding together their capital gain 
and the dividend income. When the 
market is going up fast, that makes 
mutual funds very attractive The 
dividend yield may be virtually non¬ 
existent after expenses, but a 15or 20 
per cent rise in the.market is much -, 
better than the 65 to 7 per cent 
available in bonds. Yet when the 
market starts to go down, this process 
is reversed. No one knows what fall 
in the market would finally discour¬ 
age mutual fund buyers; at some 
point their negative experience would 
be likely to bring their buying to an 
end. Still worse, they, might be trying 
to get out Markets whrcfr are over¬ 
valued do not simply return to the 
fair value level; they almost invari¬ 
ably go well below it '• 

The weakness in the case of the 
Wall Street bears is that they became 
too anxious wo early. So far they have 
been wrong and the stock market 
bulls have been right But the values 
on Wall Street are now out of line 
with any historical precedent in the 
125 years of Wall Street statistics. 
There probably will be a major 
correction, and there certainly could 
be a crash. If it happens on Wall 
Street, it will also happen in London, 
though the London values are more 
moderate. 

In 1929 The WaU Street crash, and 
the world depression which followed, 
proved fatal to the second Labour 
Government. A correction might not 
be too difficult for the ninth Labour 
Government to handle, though obvi¬ 
ously a major crash could be. Yet 
Wall Street is very unlikely to 
continue its rise for the next four or 
five years. New Labour wiU face 
some shocks in its period of office: a 
Wall Street shock, or some point, is 
likely to be one of them. 


Pratt’s problem 


THREE of London's grandest gen¬ 
tleman's clubs are in agonies over 
what to do wirh Jonathan Aiiken. 
The former minister remains a 
member of Pratt's, the Turf and the 
Beefsteak — dubs which regard 
themselves with at least as 
much importance as the Privy 
Council from which he resigned 
this week. 

When caught in a poke, gentle¬ 
man's clubs tend to dose up as 
rightly as shy mussels on a cold 
day. Bui they have three main 
options. Do they wait for him to do 
the right thing and tender his 
resignation? Do they boot the cad 
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Forgiving? Devonshire 


out for his portfolio of ungentle- 
manly behaviour? Or do they rally 
round their man? 

“The best comparison is when 
Ludovic Kennedy requested Claus 
von Billow be expelled from 
Brooks's when he was accused of 
trying to kill his wife.” says 
Anthony LeJeune, the leading his¬ 
torian of London's gentleman's 
dubs. “Of course Von Buinw was 
then acquitted." Von Billow stayed 
at his club, as did John Profumo. 
the farmer Minister for War. at 
Boodle's. 

In Pratt's the final derision rests 
with the Duke of Devonshire, who 
is by all accounts a lenient man. In 
the others they will most likely wait 
for his resignation, then sit on it fbr 
a while toping the furore goes 
away. 

On the plus side for Aitken, 
should he sray in foreign parts — 
yesterday the tabloids were consid¬ 
ering sending troops to South 
America and to Germany, to the 
schloss belonging to his friend 
Gloria Thurn und Taxis — he will 
be able to pay the cheaper sub¬ 
scriptions expected from dub 
members resident overseas. 

• Double measures were going 
down at the Cavoliy and Guards 
Club in Piccadilly vesterdav after 



the former Northern Ireland Sec¬ 
retary\ Lord May hew of Twysden. 
was introduced to the House of 
Lords. Supporting him wav 
friends fmm his cavalry days. Lord 
Elton and Lard Glenarthur . Be¬ 
tween the three af then, they 
represented seven regiments — 
reckoned to be a new record at 
Westminster. 

Sign here 

INDIAN fiction, still riding the crest 
of The Neve Yorker magazines devo¬ 
tion of a whole issue to it. has notched 
up anorher coup. Andrew Wiley, the 
literary agent known as The Jackal, 
has signed up Ardasbir Vakil, whose 
book Beach Boy was published by 
Hamish Hamilton to acclaimed re¬ 
views in May. "It’s very flattering." 
says Vakil.” “Wiley's" office ap¬ 
proached me and said they would 
like me to crcnc over to them. It was 
an offer 1 couldn't refuse." 


However, there are same who will 
he less than happy about his rising 
stardom. Vakil is an English teacher 
at the Pimlico comprehensive where 
the pupils include the Home Secre¬ 
tary's son. William Straw. “I Jove 
teaching here," says VakiL “but there 
is a conflict — something will have to 
ehe." 


At last... 

AFTER 71 long years spent ogling the 
post, the writer Anthony PbweiL 92. 
was finally made a vice-president of 
the Society of Genealogists on Tues- 


An.iVJ-TC 


"I must have the one with 
the matching mine-detector, 
darling" 


day evening. A member of the society 
since his days at Balliol College. Ox¬ 
ford, Pbwell joins a venerable line-up 
of vice-presidents, including Lora 
Denning and the Duke of Nurfolk. 
Prince Michael of Kent, the society's 
president, made the award at the so¬ 
ciety's AG M. 

The position carries few responsi¬ 
bilities. "ft is entirely an honour, with 
very light duties,'* said Anthony 
Camp, the society's director. “He is 
the oldest existing member and we 
thought that making him a vice-pres¬ 
ident would be a rather nice thing 
to do." 

• DISAPPOINTMENT has set in 
among Hong Kong's partyset after a 
promise by Laura Patten, the daugh¬ 
ter of the Governor, to keep a “law 
profile " during the Handover cele¬ 
brations next week. Her demure 
stand ty her father’s side wilt be in 
stark contrast to her performance in 
1992. when she mesmerised the colo¬ 
ny by appearing at Patten s swearing* 
in ceremony dad in a miniskirt and 
lowcut T-shirt. 


In the frame 

IT wax a seller's market at The Vine, 
a bar in north London, on Tuesday 
evening when some of the world's 
best-known fashion models, includ¬ 
ing Helena Christensen. Sophie DahJ 
and Iris Palmer, exhibited their art 
and poetry - even though the only 
person buying was Miss Christen- 



lndignanh Iris Palmer 

sen. The Danish model bought two of 
Jade Jagper's butterfly watercolours 
and an oil painting by Iris Palmer of 
a nude, whose curvtai, nored critics, 
owed more to Rubens than Lowrv. 

Miss Palmer, who is busy growing 
her armpit hairs for the photogra* 
pher Helmut Newton, was defensive 
of her work. The Sunday Times's art 
critic, Frank Whjtford. had described 
hear painting as "poorly observed, 
making if difficult to believe that s h e 
attended an school". When her feliow 
model bought her work, priced at a 
mere EI.9S). Miss Palmer said: “ft 
just goes to show that Helena has 
got far better taste than Frank 
Whitford." 
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Charles Lysaght 

says 

;Lon< 

foil:’ 

will 

find Dublin qooief 


I t now looks inevitable toaf.vtoeH ■ ‘ ■ 
flje lows'“house of thg 'Jrish - 
.parliament (tto .paftl^reassao-. - : 
bfas today after the^recenf ffatersd ; 
electioorthe leader 

Bruton..will be replaced as Taoiseach.,.., 
by the leader of fianna FaD; Bertfe \* 
Ahem. Britain will 
Prime Minister uniquely well .dis¬ 
posed towards her, and also unfoudy;. 
condliatoiy towards’ the Uruorosfa of. 
Northern Iceland. 

Bruton has been Taoiseach for only : 
two arid a half years.. He mustJ* . ,: 
counted lucky ever to have held uk: 
office. His own political stock was.at 
a low ebb when, at the end of-1994, 
Albert Reynolds’s fianna Failrtab;- . 
our coalition, fell apart. Labour 
fanned a coalition-with FtneGael- 
and Bruton, then in danger of being ,' 
displaced as leader of. Fine .Gad, _ 
jnstead. "found ' himself elected;..- 
Taoiseach. -/ .'iJ- 

■There were apprehensions that this 
coalition would not work- There was 
bad blood between-Bruton and;the 
Labour leader Dick Spring, dating 
from Garret .FitzGeralds ELtfafed. 
coalition Government of the mid- 
1980s. when Bni ton was seen as the - 
combative champion of the Right. In 
fact, helped by a bouyant economy.;-'.. 
all went swimmingly and Bruton 
abandoned his farmer combativeness - 
and adopted a statesmanlike •; de¬ 
meanour. After the financial scandals.. 
that had beset the Fianna Fail: ; 
Government of- Charles Haughty".., 
and-AIbert Reynolds, it was a relief to 
have a Taoiseach who was universal¬ 
ly regarded as above suspicion- :V" 
Bruton inherited the “peace pro¬ 
cess”, initially he was distrusted by 
John Hume and the SDLP. who 
feared that he would be top accom¬ 
modating to the Unionists. WhileJhis 
rift was rapidlyovercome, Sinn Fein ; 
was less happy with him than it had 
beenwith Mr Reynolds, 
v Bruton was blamed ' for agreeirig 
initially to decomnussionihg of arms 
■as -*^pitwundition of the admission of 
Sinn Fein to negotiations. Laier.be 
found himself in'the awkward pos¬ 
ition of tiymg to persuade the Mqjqr 
Government to modify this rigid 
requirement in a vain effort to' save 
the ifcA ceasefire. 

The collapse of the ceasefire on this 
issue, the volte-face in Northern 
Ireland -. at Dituncree. where a 
banned march was permitted, and 
the absence of reform of the RUC 
were all blows to Bruton. It meant 
that he had nothing to show for his 
more friendly attitude towards Brit¬ 
ain and the Unionists, symbolised by 
his effusive welcome for the Prince of 
Wales on an Irish visit, and his 
insistence on honouring the Irish 
dead of the two World Wars- 
Iri the final weeks before the 
election on June 7. he returned empty- 
handed from London after conferring 
with Tony Blair. The perception that 
Fianna Fail would be tougher with 
the British and more influential in 
persuading the IRA to restore its 
ceasefire was also unhelpful to him. 

H e also ran into difficulties on 
other fronts: Malcolm Low¬ 
ry, a ministeri.had to resign 
over a tax irregularity, denting Fine 
Gael’s reputation for probity. Then, 
in Tipperary, Lowry stood as an 
independent and won: in rural Ire¬ 
land the failure to pay one's taxes is 
not regarded as a mortal sin. 

In the event, Bruton’s party in¬ 
creased its vote, but the large losses 
suffered by Labour deprived him of 
the majority- necessary to form a new 
Government. Having acquitted him- Jt 
self well both in office and in toe ~ 
election, he must await the swing of 


PHS 


back to office. His agreement this 
week with Mr Blair on an indepen¬ 
dent commission to oversee decom¬ 
missioning while talks proceed is a 
useful last legacy. 

Meanwhile. Bertie Ahem will have 
to survive with the support of the 
small Progressive Democrat Party, 
most of whom are former members 
of his own party who departed in 
protest against the less yielding 
nationalism and personal style-af 
Haughey. Their presence in govern¬ 
ment will restrain Fianna Fail from 
relaxing into the more republican 
stance ihai some of its Jbackwoods- 
men would favour. It is fortunate that 
Ahern can survive without the sup¬ 
port of the one Sinn Fein member of 
uie new Dail and another pro- 
republican independent-. Although. 
1 -j man y F ‘ anna Fato Ahern's 
family were once in thelKA; his own 
instincts are moderate. 

On Northern Ireland, however, the 
new Taoiseach sounds less conciiia- 
toiy than Bruton. Whereas Mr 
Bruton professed to have equal 
regard for both communities. Mr 
Anem presents himself as the cham¬ 
pion of the nationalist population. 
But hard-headed professionals on the 
British side appreciate that Fianna 
t-au enjoys the advantage, of haring 
more influence with Sinn Fein. 

Moreover, no settlement that in- 
voiVes a renunciation of the claim in 
I , in J h Constitution to Northern 
Ireland can be made to stick without 
of Ranna Fail. The real 
problem is not Dublin, but the 
substantial section of the Catholic 
population in Northern Ireland who 
are prepared to supporr Sinn Ffein 
despne its links with the 1RA. 

“'""KMator 

na " arr tstor. lives in Dublin. 
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AMSTERDAM SOUP 

Europe’s cooks have spoiled the summit’s broth 


The midnight oil that was burnt at 
Amsterdam last Wednesday gave out. it 
emerges, a flickering and unreliable light. 
Now that the Dutch have published the text, 
the post-mortem inspection of the Treaty of 
Amsterdam promises to be as fractious a 
business as was that most dyspeptic of 
European summits itself. All. it turns out, is 
not quite what it seemed. 

France has again added to the gaiety of 
nations. President Chirac returned to Paris 
from Amsterdam claiming to have secured 
in perpetuity France’s equivalent of the 
Ashes: treaty confirmation that the seat of 
the expensively peripatetic European Par¬ 
liament resides in Strasbourg. 300 miles 
from Brussels. His boast was greeted with 
muffled mirth by summit-watchers in 
Amsterdam and London, not to mention 
Brussels where European taxpayers have 
just finished spending £850 million on the 
Parliament’s lavish second home, the aprly 
nicknamed “Caprice des Dieux". No one else 
had any recollection of such a deal; surely, it 
was said, the French had a truly amazing 
capacity for wishful thinking. 

This week, scanning the treaty text, these 
same seasoned operators have to wear pink 
faces and accept that M Chirac has the last 
laugh; France's deal is done, and if no one 
remembers nodding it through, it must be 
because by around 3am they were nodding 
off. The consolation prize for M EPs weary of 
the constant commuting between Stras¬ 
bourg and Brussels is that, as a result of a 
drafting error, the summit also inadver¬ 
tently extended the Parliament's powers of 
co-decision, giving it a veto for the first time 
on decisions unanimously agreed by the 
European Council. 

The British Government meanwhile, is 
puce with indignation over another little 
textual problem. Last week Tony Blair 
proudly proclaimed that while preserving 
Britain's border controls intact, he had 
secured the right to “opt in" at will to 
approved aspects of the Schengen regime for 
a frontier-free Europe. Embarrassingly, 
however, for the Downing Street spokes¬ 
men, that is not what the text says. 

At Amsterdam, Spain, which was not 
alone in grumbling about Britain having its 
cake and eating it too. insisted that other 
states should have the right to veto such ad 
hoc British participation. Britain claims that 


Spain's demand was rejected by other Euro¬ 
pean Union leaders; yet the veto power ap¬ 
pears in the Dutch text, the legality of which 
Robin Cook will today set out to challenge. 

If all this occasions a quiet smile by John 
Major, who in his last parliamentary 
performance as Leader of the Opposition 
denounced the Amsterdam negotiation as 
“botched and incomplete", he should not 
laugh too openly. Five years ago, the precise 
nature of what had been agreed at Maas¬ 
tricht was not clear until more than a month 
after he had triumphantly proclaimed 
“game, set and match’’for Britain; and when 
the final text did appear, the victory for 
British negotiation looked a good deal less 
decisive than he had claimed. 

For this diplomatic dog's breakfast it is too 
easy to blame the harassed Dutch, who have 
almost certainly made a better job of 
transcribing the jumble of notes and tapes 
than most other EU governments would 
have managed. The more important truth is 
that the Amsterdam summit was no way to 
do business. Too much was crammed into 
the agenda, because too little had been 
agreed by the time the leaders assembled. 
Addicts of the hoary metaphors about catch¬ 
ing the Eurotrain should take note of the 
perils of allowing an obsession with time' 
tables to triumph over political good sense. 

It was held that to extend negotiation of 
this treaty beyond Amsterdam would im¬ 
pose unacceptable delay on die admission to 
the EU of Central and Eastern European 
applicants. But undue haste has had the 
same result, because Amsterdam ended in 
deadlock on the vital questions of re- 
weighting national voting power and 
overhauling the Commission. It would have 
been better by far to have insisted that, even 
if it took more summits, leaders must 
persevere until there was a breakthrough. 

This outcome may privately suit Helmut 
Kohl, whose ardour for EU enlargement has 
cooled markedly of late; the German 
Chancellor is increasingly incapable of 
thinking about anything except monetary 
union. But it is gloomy news for those with 
Europe’s interests genuinely at heart This 
treaty is not only a technical mess but a 
political betrayal of European democracy. It 
has hampered the task of enlargement 
which ought, as Mr Blair himself believes, to 
be Europe’s cardinal objective. 


THE GREAT DEBATE 


If MPs want their speeches reported, they have to scintillate 


The House of Commons has been in limbo 
since the election. With an interim Leader of 
the Opposition and a denuded and tem¬ 
porary front bench, the Conservative Party 
has not had the heart to oppose vigorously'. 
While their leader was being chosen, Tory 
MPs spent more time arguing with them¬ 
selves til an with the Government. Ministers 
have been left to make policy more or less 
unhindered. 

Now, in William Hague’s words, it is time 
for a fresh start The new leader engaged in 
his first Prime Minister’s Question Time 
yesterday. He drew little blood but will have 
plenty of time to improve his tactics. The 
bigger question is whether he and his 
colleagues will be able to make the House of 
Commons an important part of the political 
process in the coming five years or whether, 
with Labour's huge majority, it will seem 
little more than marginal. 

Newspapers are often accused of paying 
too little attention to the proceedings of 
Parliament. It is true that none any longer 
has a page devoted to parliamentary debate: 
events in Parliament have to compete with 
those outside Westminster on their news 
merit. When debates are scintillating, they 
are reported at length. But more often, they 
are noL This is a problem which only MPs 
and peers themselves can remedy. The more 
expertise they muster, the better their 
oratorical skills, the more likely they are to 
find their speeches reported in newspapers. 

But the decline in parliamentary reporting 
is also a reflection of the fragmentation of 
politics. As recently as 1956, the Commons 
had a virtual monopoly on political debate. 
Broadcasters were not allowed to host 


discussions on any subjects that were known 
to becoming up before Parliament within 14 
days. Nor was any Bill allowed to be debated 
on the air between its laying before 
Parliament and its Royal Assent Now there 
is a plethora of political and current affairs 
programmes on television and radio. The 
real political debate takes place in the 
studios of W12, not the chambers of SWI. 

Politicians recognise this. Far more covet- 
able than a slot in a debate is an invitation to 
appear on the Today programme or 
Newsnight. Gordon Brown made all his 
important policy speeches of the last 
Parliament outside the House. He reserved 
for the chamber itself a knockabout banter 
with Kenneth Clarke which may have 
amused but rarely enlightened. 

If Parliament wants to be more news¬ 
worthy, it will have to fight hard, particu¬ 
larly during a period in which there is 
unlikely to be the drama of the Government 
losing a vote. Ann Taylor’s proposed 
modernisation of parliamentary procedures 
should give greater scrutiny powers to select 
committees and standing committees. If 
their work becomes more interesting in the 
process, newspapers will devote more 
resources to their coverage. 

But newspapers are no longer the sole 
conduit of information to people outside 
Westminster. Hansard and select committee 
reports are now available free on the 
Internet A parliamentary channel is offered 
on cable TV. Political enthusiasts are better 
served than ever before. To attract the rest of 
the public, politicians will have to sharpen 
their wisdom, wit and ways of 
communication. 


OMNIBUS TIME 

When London regulations are a model for the nation 


On the heels of the Prime Minister's demand 
for global action to reduce greenhouse gases, 
his deputy yesterday announced that his 
Environment and Transport Department is 
to carry out a thoroughgoing review of bus 
deregulation. Despite ambitious plans to 
revitalise the railways, build cycleways or 
bring trams gliding back to Britain’s streets, 
the future of pollution reduction through 
public transport depends on the humble 
bus. With 3.7 million passenger journeys 
each day. buses in London still carry far 
more people than die Underground. They 
are cheap to operate, can be made to run on 
cleaner fuels and offer Londoners a service 
within about five minutes’ walk from home 
and work. And. to the joy of tourists and 
those agile enough to run after a departing 
red Routemaster, the venerable open-ended 
buses, kept alive by enthusiasm and spare- 
part cannibalism, are still plying the 
capital* streets, despite the frowning dis- 
approval of Eurocrats. 

Londoners are lucky, however. The capital 
is one of the few cities where bus privatisa¬ 
tion was not accompanied by deregulation 
— a Conservative measure that has. in most 


cases, been a disaster. In some rides so 
many companies are now competing for the 
profitable routes that while the high streets 
are clogged, the outskirts have lost virtually 
all their services. Flanders and Swann 
noted, years ago, that these monarchs of the 
road “like to drive in convoys; we’re most 
gregarious". Now they arrive not in twos or 
threes but six at a time, none accepting die 
other’s tickets or timetables. 

■ Gavin Strang, the Minister for Transport, 
yesterday called for more bus lanes, better 
information, more partnerships between 
operators and local authorities and more 
convenient interchanges. He also wants 
greater stability in tire market. Sensibly, he 
said the Government had no single blue¬ 
print local authorities could deride how 
buses should be regulated. In some cities, 
such as Exeter, operators provide a good 
service; in others, such as Oxford, deregula¬ 
tion has led to mayhem. The important aim, 
as the department’s report suggests, is 
“Keeping Buses Moving". With imagination 
and some new technology, these sturdy old 
workhorses ought to be made dean, safe, 
swift and frequent truly an omnibus for alL 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 

Does Britain still need a separate Royal Air Force? 


From Field Marshal Lord Carver 

Sir. 1 hope that the Government’s stra¬ 
tegic defence review will give serious 
consideration to the arguments pur 
forward in Professor Robert Neild’s 
letter to you {June 20} about the future 
of the RAF. 

Current and likely future develop¬ 
ments in the technology of electronics, 
optics and missiles raise doubts as to 
whether the sophisticated manned 
fixed-wing combat aircraft will for 
much longer be an efficient and cost- 
effective platform with which to 
undertake the principal tasks, in both 
maritime and land /air warfare, 
which it has performed in this cen¬ 
tury': that is. reconnaissance, strike 
and air defence. 

Furthermore the existence of a third 
armed service has introduced aggra¬ 
vating complications to command 
and control of operations, and the 
communications on which that de¬ 
pends. There is an abundance of his¬ 
torical examples of that. 

These complications have been in¬ 
tensified by the development of all as¬ 
pects of electronic warfare. They call 
into question the desirability of re¬ 
taining a service which is essentially 
linked to that type of platform. 

Yours rruly. 

CARVER FM, 

House of Lords. 

June 20. 

From Dr Philip Sabin 

Sir. I believe Professor Neild's letter to 
be based on a misconception of the 
role of manned aircraft. 

Although crewless systems, such as 
missiles, are often favoured by weaker 
air powers such as Iraq, manned air- 


Police discipline 

From the Secretary of the 
Metropolitan Police Inspectors 
Branch Board 

Sir. You briefly reported on June 12 
that foe Home Secretary has pledged 
his support to the Metropolitan Police 
in preventing officers from retiring on 
ill-health grounds when accused of 
serious discipline offences. 

Retirements on the grounds of “ill 
health" and “injury awards" are gov¬ 
erned by foe Police Pension Regula¬ 
tion 1987 and are based on the recom¬ 
mendation of the Force Medical Offi¬ 
cer. However his recommendation is 
only that — a recommendation — and 
the Police Authority (the Home Secre¬ 
tary in the case of the Metropolitan) 
"may" giant the officer an ill health or 
injury pension. 

One could forgive the new Home 
Secretary for not being fully conver¬ 
sant with the regulations; but there 
are no excuses for senior officers in the 
Metropolitan Police for not knowing 
that they already have the necessary 
authority to prevent the alleged abuse. 

Yours sincerely. 

STEPHEN BLOWES, 

Secretary, Metropolitan Police 
Inspectors Branch Board. 

Police Federation. 

Harold Scott House. 

1 Birchfield Street, EI4. 

June 20. 


Minimum sentences 

From the Director of the 
Prison Reform Trust 

Sir, What you term the "principle" 
that the Home Secretary can fix foe 
minimum term served by life sentence 
prisoners (leading article; June 13) has 
never been expressly endorsed by Par¬ 
liament. To a large extent, present 
procedures derive from a ministerial 
statement by Sir Leon Brirtan when 
Home Secretary in 1983. rather than 
from any "com pad” between Parlia¬ 
ment and people when capital punish¬ 
ment was abolished 18 years earlier. 

Since an independent judiciary is a 
defining feature of a free society, it is 
rather odd for you to argue that politi¬ 
cal intervention in sentencing is neces¬ 
sary to sustain public confidence in 
the criminal justice system. Setting 
lifers’ tariffs reflecting retribution and 
deterrence is properly a judicial func¬ 
tion. Bur there should be a further 
right of appeal for both defence and 
prosecution to £uard against excessive 
severity or leniency. 

Yours faithfully. 

STEPHEN SHAW, 

Director. 

Prison Reform Trust, 

The Old Trading House, 

15 Norfoburgh Street, EC1. 


Ulster talks 

From Mr Tom Hewitt 

Sir, Sinn Fein may not be irredeem¬ 
able — the party's electoral mandate 
shows that they have sane popular 
support But the men who bear arms 
are beyond foe pale. 

Their campaigns of terror and 
intimidation are nor directed in sup¬ 
port of "political" objectives, but 
rather to further their now ingrained 
appetite for the proceeds of extortion, 
blackmail, fraud and robbery, which 
have become their sole raison d’etre. 
They will not, therefore, willingly 
decommission their arms (report arid 
leading article, June 25). 

Whatever the political solution in 
Northern Ireland, they will need to be 
dealt with by policing, not politicking. 

Yours faithfully, 

T. W. HEWITT. 

57 Albert Road. Epson, Surrey. 

June 25. 


craft remain far more efficient for su¬ 
perior air powers such as Britain and 
the United States. The dominance 
they enjoy was amply demonstrated 
in the Gulf War and over Bosnia, and 
is unlikely to be overturned in foe 
near future. 

Air power (both crewed and crew¬ 
less) is the one form of military power 
which can completely ignore the land/ 
sea divide — a flexibility especially im¬ 
portant for an island nagon like the 
UK Splitting it between Army and 
Navy would create artificial obstacles 
where none need exist; and would also 
quite unnecessarily jeopardise foe fine 
traditions on which the RAF now- 
rests. 

This would be perilous, gi\en that 
foe real comparative advantage which 
the UK enjoys in military power lies 
not in resources or technological cap¬ 
ability but in the professionalism, 
dedication and spirit of its sen-ice 
personnel. 

The real need is not to reopen long 
dead inter-service squabbles, but to 
build a rruly joint-service approach. 
That will make possible the efficien¬ 
cies that Professor Neild rightly de¬ 
sires and will allow the necessary inte¬ 
gration of power across all foe various 
environments — land. sea. air. space 
and now cyberspace. 

Much progress has already been 
made a long these lines in recent years, 
and I look forward to contributing 
further to this process through our 
academic input at the new Joint Ser¬ 
vices Command and Staff College. 

Yours faithfully, 

PHILIP SABIN. 

King's College London. 

Department of War Studies, 

Strand. WC2. 


From Mr Stephen Howd 

Sir. Matthew Parris (June 20) asks 
what is foe distinctive role of the 
Conservative Party now' that Labour 
has apparently accepted the free mar¬ 
ket and rejected socialism. I would 
suggest that there is a clear answer to 
that question: the Conservative Party 
must stand first and foremost for the 
preservation of foe United Kingdom 
as an independent sovereign state. 
This means opposing Labour’s pro¬ 
posals to break up foe United King¬ 
dom and taking a clear fine against 
any further moves towards European 
integration. With William Hague as 
our leader and Michael Howard as 
our Shadow Foreign Secretary this 
should now be possible. 

In my view we should go further, 
we should offer foe British people a 
referendum on whether we should re¬ 
main in the EU or whether we should 
withdraw from foe EU whilst remain¬ 
ing within the single market (the 
European Economic Area). 

This is a perfectly feasible option 
which already exists and is enjoyed by 
a number of non-EU states. This is the 
policy on which we can win back the 
millions of natural Conservative sup¬ 
porters who either voted for foe Refer¬ 
endum Party or stayed at home on 
May 1. 

Yours sincerely. 

STEPHEN HOWD 
(Chairman. Hook Branch. Brigg and 
Goole Conservative Association). 
Hook House. 

Hook, nr Goole, East Yorkshire. 

June 21. 

From Sir Anthony Grant 

Sir, William Hague is right to em¬ 
phasise unity and loyalty (report, June 
20), two qualities so spectacularly 
lacking in foe last Conservative Par¬ 
liamentary Party. 

As one who served 33 years in 
Parliament as a Conservative MP (in¬ 
cluding 18 years on foe executive of the 
1922 Committee) may 1 suggest he will 
best reform the party by setting his 
face against the “one of us" phi¬ 
losophy. It was this nonsense that 


Shot at dawn 

From Mr Christopher Langdon 

Sir. Yout report (June 16) on the 11 
wartime spies executed in foe Tower 
of London reminded me of a story re¬ 
counted by the son of Colonel Fred¬ 
erick George Langham. formerly the 
senior partner of Langham. Douglas 
& Co. 

Frederick Langham commanded 
the Fifth (Cinque Potts) Battalion of 
the Royal Sussex Regiment from Oc¬ 
tober 21. 1911. In the early stages of the 
First World War he was stationed at 
the Tower of London and was respon¬ 
sible in 1914 for the execution of the 
German spy. Carl Lody. 

He selected a spot in the moat but 
found at foe last moment that he was 
overlooked from a nearby street and a 
knot of spectators had collected. The 
place had to be changed and the 
execution was carried out in a minia¬ 
ture rifle range where no one could 
see. 

He found this a distressing duty. 
While Lody was in his custody, he 
developed an admiration for him, con¬ 
sidering him to be a brave, loyal and 
zealous naval officer who found his 
task as a spy highly distasteful and 
knew his (Stances of evading capture 
were slim. 

Yours faithfully, 

CHRISTOPHER LANGDON. 
Langham House, 

Albert Road, 

Hastings, East Sussex. 

June 16. 


From Mr Michael H. M. Hely 

Sir. Before a party to a conflict can use 
foe air to advance its aims by any 
method, that party must first establish 
air superiority or (preferably) suprem¬ 
acy'. Likewise, success on the ground 
or at sea is dependent on foe control of 
foe air over the hartlefield. Without 
such precondition, all efforts by the 
other arms are doomed to failure. 

The recommendation of the Smuts 
committee of 1917. cited by Professor 
Neild. was based, not on a view of the 
war-winning effects of strategic bomb¬ 
ing, but on the appreciation of Gener¬ 
al Smuts that: 

We should not only make every effort to 
secure air predominance, Ihii secure it on a 
very large scale, and having: secured ii ... 
we should make every effort and sacrifice tu 
maintain it for the future. Air supremacy 
may in the long run become as important a 
factor m ihe defence of ilie Empire as sea 
superiority. 

Without air superiority, the Army 
and the Royal Navy would not be able 
lo carry out even the limited role the 
professor allows for manned aircraft, 
still less the roles for which they are 
trained 3nd alone capable of dis¬ 
charging. 

The winning, and then the mainte¬ 
nance of air superiority can only be 
achieved by those trained in the art 
and science of die use and application 
of air power — that is to say. only by 
airmen. 

I remain. Sir. yours faithfully, 
MICHAEL H. M. HELY 
(Squadron Leader. RAF (retd)). 
Helions Chambers. 

Pilgrims’ Waye, Camps Road. 

Helions Bumpstead. Suffolk. 
helionslaw&aol. com 
June 20. 


opened the split which so plagued his 
predecessor. 

If he can bury it forever he may lead 
the sort of Conservative Party that I 
joined. 

Yours faithfully, 

ANTHONY GRANT, 

Whiteacre. 

The Chase. Oxshott. Surrey. 

June 21. 

From Mr Nigel Chippington 

Sir, Even with their curious system for 
choosing a leader, why did the Con¬ 
servative Parliamentary Party not 
elect foe man who won foe first two 
ballots, who was undisputed favuurite 
of the Conservative constituency 
chairmen, and who. we are told, is the 
man Labour most fear? 

Why did the media become so hys¬ 
terical when John Redwood rook the 
brave step of supporting Kennefo 
Clarke for foe leadership and making 
a positive move for party unity? The 
potential power of such an alliance 
will never be realised, and I believe 
foe Tories have missed an exciting op¬ 
portunity. These two politicians of sta¬ 
ture and integrity would have made 
this alliance work, and brought some 
colour and charisma into the task of 
opposing Labour. 

I am doing my best to be a Conser¬ 
vative supporter, but I am puzzled and 
somewhat disillusioned. 1 wish Wil¬ 
liam Hague all the luck in the world. 

Yours faithfully. 

NEIL CHIPPINGTON. 

Winchester College. 

College Street. 

Winchester. Hampshire. 

From Mrs Carole Chapman 

Sir, I am concerned that Chichester 
Tories want Mr Hague "to earn his 
spurs before he's trusted at the helm" 
(letter. June 21). Personally, I’d prefer 
him to find his sea legs. 

Yours faithfully. 

CAROLE CHAPMAN. 

2 Sanders Drive, Colchester. Essex. 
carole_chapman &compuserve.com 

June 22. 


Aitken’s fall 

From Mr Anthony Evans 

Sir. 1 note the possibility that Jona¬ 
than Aitken might cease to be a 
member of the Privy Council (reports. 
June 23. 25). 1 thought you kept Rt 
Hon .to the end of foe road. 

Yours faithfully, 

A EVANS. 

136 Craddey Bank. Chesterton, 
Newcastle. Staffordshire. 


Re your letter 

From Mr Adrian Taylor 

Sir, Recently you published a letter 
from professor Alec Eden (June 14) 
about a curious response he had re¬ 
ceived in foe post to an earlier letter 
published in your columns. It remin¬ 
ded me that when you were kind 
enough to publish a missive from me 
in 1990 on that summer’s drought I 
received a host of responses, some 20 
in total, over the following weeks. 
They are now in a file in our family’s 
archives. 

I have often wondered whether 
others who have had letters published 
in The Times have been similarly hon¬ 
oured. The Professor’s letter is the first 
indication which I have had that rt 
may be so. 

Yours sincerely. 

ADRIAN TAYLOR, 

1 Hill’s Close. Corpusty. Norfolk. 
June 24. 


The Forth Bridge 
as a work of art 

From Emeritus Professor 
Joseph Black. FEng 

Sir. Melvyn Bragg, in rightly admir¬ 
ing the Forth Bridge as a work of art 
fReal beauty in the eye of foe be¬ 
holder". Arts. June 23). asks whether 
“it was set up with little or norhing of 
art in the minds of their makers" and 
"how- many engineers knew a century 
ago that those leaping spans... were 
an artefact of splendour and magnifi¬ 
cence". 

I believe that Sir Benjamin Baker, 
designer of foe bridge, answered those 
questions almost exactly 100 years 
ago. According to Michael BaxendaU. 
author of Patterns of Intention (Yale 
University Press. 19S5). Baker was res¬ 
ponding ro William Morris's belief 
that “rhere never will be an architec¬ 
ture in iron, every improvement in 
machinery being uglier and uglier, 
until they reach the supremesi speci¬ 
men of all ugliness — the Forth 
Bridge." 

Addressing die Edinburgh Literary 
Institute. Baker responded with a vig¬ 
orous defence. He doubted whether 
... Mr Murri* had the faintest knowledge 
of the duties which the great structure had 
to perform jur could] judge the impression 
it made in the minds of those who. having 
the knowledge, could appreciate the direc¬ 
tions of the lines of stress and the fitness of 
the several members lo resist the forces. 
Probably Mr Morris would judge the 
beauty of the design from the same 
standpoint, whether it was for a bridge a 
mile long or for a silver chimney ornament. 
It was impossible for any one to pronounce 
authoritatively on the beauty of an object 
without knowing its functions. 

The marble columns of the Parthenon were 
beautiful where they stood, but if one took 
one and bored a hole through its axis and 
used it as a funnel of an Atlantic liner it 
would, to his mind, cease to be beautiful, 
but of course Mr Morris might rhink 
otherwise. 

Baker's final simple statement of 
faith could have come straight from 
foe great Renaissance engineer/artist 
Alberti, who said: “The object has 
been so to arrange foe leading lines of 
the structure as to convey an idea of 
strength and stability. This, in such a 
structure, seemed to be at once the 
truest and highest art." 

Yours faithfully. 

JOSEPH BLACK. 

20 Summerhill Road. Bath. Somerset 


Honours equal 

From Mr A. C. Record 

Sir. The Duke of Wellington (lener. 
June 21) and a staff sergeant belong. I 
admit, to different worlds. However 
the Duke's habit of addressing his 
soldiers as "Sir" still reminded me of 
my first morning at Mons Officer 
Cadet School during National Service 
in 1955. 

When my platoon paraded, the 
sergeanr made a few things clear. We 
called him “Staff”, he called us “Sir". 

He then added: “The only difference 
is — you mean it." 

Yours humbly still aware of my place. 
TONY RECORD, 

4 Sam bourne Court. 

Sea Walls Road. Bristol. 

June 21. 


Gone with the wind 

From Mr David Himsworth 

Sir, Your feature (June 16) and letters 
(June 21) on the shipping forecast re¬ 
minded me of a life-changing mo¬ 
ment 

As a young boy 1 wanted to go to sea 
and work on trawlers. One evening I 
heard a shipping forecast: "North¬ 
westerly wind force 9. veering north¬ 
erly and increasing to violent storm 
force 11. Frequent heavy snow show¬ 
ers. Severe icing. Prior." The area in 
question was Fair Isle. 

I never did go to sea. 

Yours faithfully. 

DAVID HIMSWORTH, 

Hanging Hill Farm. Kennythorpe, 
Malton, North Yorkshire. 


Urban dereliction 

From Ms Maria Cope 

Sir, Marylebone a suburb ("Lose at 
Lord's and weep at Wimbledon", June 
21)? Marylebone is in the City of West¬ 
minster. 

Looking at foe other "ordinary 
London suburbs" referred to by 
Simon Barnes — Twickenham. Wem¬ 
bley and Wimbledon — 1 wondered 
how a London suburb should be 
defined; where do they start and 
where do they end? 

Yours faithfully, 

MARIA COPE. 

135 Rossmore Court, 

Park Road, Marylebone, NW1. 


Under cover 

From Mr Gerry Sreenan 

Sir. Would it not be more appropriate, 
given the uncertainty as to what 
should be exhibited beneath the Mil¬ 
lennium Dome, if it were instead to be 
positioned over Wimbledon? Surely 
this would prevent, in perpetuity, two 
notorious British washouts. 

Yours faithfully, 

G. SREENAN. 

37 Peakes Place. Granville Road. 

St Albans, Hertfordshire. 


Letters may be faxed to 
0171-782-5046. 

email to: letiere@foe-rtmes.co.uk 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


HOTEL NEWFOUNDLAND 
ST JOHN'S 

June 25: The (Jucen (his morning 
visited Purity Fncinrie* LimiieiL Si 
John\ and subsequently visiKd Ihe 
Newfoundland School for die Deaf. 

Her Majesty afterwards visited 
Burning Part, and bus rnximi by 
the Mayor nf St John's (His Worship 
John Muri’hyJ. 

The Queen and The Dube of 
Edinburgh this afiemonn laid a 
wnsuh at St John's War Memorial, 
were rewived by ihe Newfoundland 
and Labrador President of the Royal 
Canadian Legion (Mr Taylor Ftwdil 
and afterwards md veterans. 

Her Majesty later waldied a Tattoo 
ai Signal Hill National HiMoneal 
Site and sent a radio message (u 

Briflol in rile Unj'led Kingdom In 
owirTkinoraJe the first radio muss-age 
received by CuglUimn Marenni. 

This evcning TTie Queen and The 
Duke of Edinhiirgh were enienaiitttl 
to dinner by tlw Prime Miuisier ((lie 
Rr Hon Jean Chrerien) and (he 
Premier n( Newfoundland and Lab¬ 
rador (the Hun Brian Tobin) at (he 
Hotel Newfoundland. 

His Royal Highness this morning 
visited Sinirns Global CorprvaiKin. 
Mourn Pearl. and subsequently visi¬ 
ted ihe Ocean Sciences Centre. Mem¬ 
orial University of Newfoundland. 

His Royal Highness afterwards 
called at ihe Crow's Nest Officers' 
Club. Si John's. 

His Royal Highness. Founder and 
Chairman of die Inrcmarioual Trust¬ 
ors. The Duke nf Edinburgh's Award 
Imemational Association. this after- 
nmn visited Si Pius X Cliurch. Sf 
John's, and presented certificates w 
yuung people whu have achieved ihe 
Gold Standard in The Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award Yuung Canadi- 
nns Challenge 

Mr Hugo Brunner (Her Majrary's 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ox/btdshirel was 
pro em at Royal Air Force Brize Nor¬ 
ton this morning upon the Arrival of 
The President of the Federal Republic 
of Germany and welcomed His 
Excellency on behalf of The Quest. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
June 25: The Princess Royal today 
attended the Royal Norfolk Agri¬ 
cultural Association’s One Hundred 
and Fiftieth Anniversary Show at ihe 
Showground. Dereham Road. New 
Costessey. Norwich, and was re- 
ceived by Her .Majesty's Lord- 
Lieuicnani of Norfolk (Sir Tmtuthy 
Colman KGl. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
June 25: The Prince of Wales today 
visited Preston and was received by 
Her Majesty^ Lord-Lieutenant nf 
Lancashire (the Lord Shuttleu-orth). 

His Royal Highness. President. 
Business in ihe Community, this 
morning visited Hormcfcs's Cen¬ 
tenary Mill. New Hall Lane, and was 
briefed by the Grenier Dccpdale 
rannershipon the regeneration strat¬ 


egy for Preston and for the mill and 
met a number of people employed in 
the mill. 

The Prince of Wales later visited 
Marks and Spencer pic, Fuhergate. 
and met a number of employees 
involved in local community 
initiatives. 

His Royal Highness. President, 
Business in the Community, after¬ 
wards visited Preston North End 
Fort hall Club and presented (he 1497 
Community Enterprise Awards, 

The Prince of Wales. President. 
Business in the Community, this 
afternoon visited Moor Park County- 
High School, met pupils and teachers 
and attended a Reception with repre¬ 
sentatives of local businesses which 

support ihe schooL 

His Royal Highness later visited 
Lcyland Trucks Limited and toured 
the product iun line, meeting mem¬ 
bers of staff, and presented Team 
Enterprise Awards". 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
June 25: Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother. Pat run. was entertained ar 
Luncheon today by the Vice-President 
(Brigadier Annie Held) and members 
of die Women's Royal Army Corps 
Association at the Army and Navy 
Club. Rill Malt. 

Miss Jane Walkcr-Okeover was in 
attendance. 


Mr Claudio Abbado, conductor. 
64: Sir Campbell Adamson, for¬ 
mer chairman. Abbey National, 
75; Sir Alan Bailey, civil servant, 
66 ; Professor Kenneth Barker, 
.Vice-Chancellor, De Monrfort Uni¬ 
versity, 63; Mrs June B rid gem an. 
former deputy chairman, Equal 
Opportunities Commission, bS; 
Mr LA. Carpenter, former chair¬ 
man. Reed ImemaikmaJ. 70; 
Professor Alexander Fenton, for¬ 
mer .research director. National 
Museums of Scotland, 6 & Mr 
Willie HamUton. former MP. 83; 
Rear-Admiral Sir David Has lam, 
74; Lady Hoiland-Martin. former 
chairman. NSPCC, S3; Professor 
Ruth Kempson. FBA, linguist, S3; 
Mr Robert Maclennan. MP. 61;Sir 
Peier Miles, former Keeper of the 
Privy Purse, 73; Professor Sir Alan 

Peacock, FBA, economist. 755; Lord 

Rawlinson of Ewell. QG 78; 
Professor Maurice Wilkes, FlS. 
computer scientist. £4: Mr Colin 
Wilson, author. 66: Mr David 
ttlrinfcfc.MP.64. 


Dinners 
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KENSINGTON PAiACE 
June 25: The Princess Margaret, 
Counts of Snowdon. President, the 
Guide Association. held a Reception 
al Kensington Palace this afternoon 
fill lowing ihe presentation of 
Brooches to ihosc who have become 
Queen's Guides. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
June 25: The Duke of Gloucester, 
Patron. ICOMOS UK (International 
Council on Monuments and Sires), 
today visited Canter bury Cathedral. 
St Augustine's Abbey and St Martinis 
Church, Canterbury. Kent 


YORK HOUSE 
ST JAM ESS PALACE 
June 25: The Duke of Kent. President, 
this morning visited the Head¬ 
quarters or the Royal National Life¬ 
boat Institution. West Quay Road. 
Puolc. and was received by Major 
General Mark Bond (Vice Lord- 
Lieutenant of Dorset). 

His Royal Highness this afternoon 
named the lifeboat RNLB Edward. 
Duke of Windsor. 

The Duke of Kent. Patron, later 
vKt(ed Aidis Trust Headquarters. 
Cahof Lane. Prole. 

The Duchess of Kent. PresidcnL 
Dus mr,mins attended the Macmillan 
Cancer Relief Rally and the Annual 
General Meeting at Queen Elizabeth 
II Conference Centre. Bread Sanc¬ 
tuary, London SWI. 


The Earl or St Andrews celebrates 
his 35th birthday today. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 


The Princess Royal, as President, 
Riding for the Disabled A-vori- 
ntion. will attend a show to mark 
the 21 si anniversary of the Wilton 
Group. Pembroke Centre, Home 
Farm Lana Wilton. Salisbury, 
at 10.45; and will attend the 
Moody Midsummer Meet at the 
Swanwick Marina, Southampton, 
at 12.45. 


The Duke of Gloucester, as 
Trustee, the British Museum, 
accompanied by the Duchess of 
Gloucester, will attend a dinner for 
the American Friends of the Brit¬ 
ish Museum. Great Russell Street 
at 7.50. 


The Duchess of Gloucester will 
open the Girls' Public Day School 
Trust's new Kensington Prepara¬ 
tory School. 596 Fulham Road. 
London SW6 at i50. 


Woo [men's Company 
Mr Rex S. Johnson. Master Df the 
Wool men's Company, presented 
the Who [men's Company 1997 
Marshall Bursary to Ms Elizabeth 
Thomas and Ms Andrea Locke, for 
their work at Harper Adams 
Agricultural College, as the annual 
ladies dinner held last night at 
Plaisterers' Hall. Miss Judith 
Mayhew, Chairman of the Policy 
and Resources Committee. Corp¬ 
oration of London, and Mr W. Eric 
Wilson also spoke. The Earl and 
Countess of Buchan, the Director 
Genera] of the British Apparel and 
Textile Confederation and the 
Masters of the Plaisterers' and 
Fettmakers' Companies and Their 
ladies were among those present. 

M u>loans' Company 
Tlw Master and Wardens of the 
Musicians' Company were the 
hosts at the midsummer dinner at 
Drapers Hall last night. Admiral 
Sir James Eberle was guest of 
honour and musical entertainment 1 
was provided by Ms Jill Morton. 
Foundation for Science 
and Technology 

Lord Jenkin nf Roding. Chairman 
nf the Council of the Foundation 
for Science and Technology, pre¬ 
sided at a lecture and dinner dis¬ 
cussion last night at die Royal 
Society. Dr Michael Sanderson. 
Dr Nicholas Tale and Mr John 
Berkeley were the speakers. 

Defence and Security Forum 
Lady Olga Maitland, President of 
the Defence and Security Forum, 
presided at a dinner lasr night at 
the Carlton Club. Lord Mayhew of , 
Twvsden. QC, was the guest 
speaker. 

LIRA! A 

General Sir Michael Walker. 
KCB. CMG, CBE, Commander-in- 
Chief UK Land Command, was 
the guest speaker at the annual 
dinner of the London International 
Insurance and Reinsurance Mar¬ 
ket Association held last night at 
Grosvenor House. Mr Philip 
Marcell. Chairman, presided. 
Miss Mari e-Louise Rossi. Chief 
Executive, also spoke. 


The award-winning Newcastle Community Centre is a venue for many, activities. 


Village hall opens new vistas 


By John Young 


Reception 


Princess 

English 

Society. 

launch 

di Pinna I 

Schools 

Resent* 


Margaret President. 
Folk Dance and Song 
will attend a party to 
the society's new Tra- 
Dance publication fur 
at Cecil Sharp House. 
Park Road. NWI. at 2J0. 


The Duke of Kent. President. All 
England Lawn Tennis and Cro¬ 
quet Club, will attend the Wimble¬ 
don Championships at 12.3th and 
as guest of honour will attend the 
Royal Television Society's 70th 
anniversary dinner at Buna, Picca¬ 
dilly. at 7_i). 


Cameroon's National Day 
The High Commissioner for Cam¬ 
eroon and Mrs Li bock were hosts 
at a reception at the Hyatt Carlton 
Tower yesterday to mark Cam¬ 
eroon's National Day (May 20). 
Ambassadors and High Commis¬ 
sioners were among those present. 


THE traditional village hall may¬ 
be in decline, but a small com¬ 
munity in southwest Shropshire 
has shown the way to replacing it 
wirh something altogether mare 
ambitious, at a cost of nearly 
E500.000. 

Yesterday rhe Newcastle Com¬ 
munity Centre received from the 
Prince of Wales the annual 
Charles Douglas-Home Award, 
named after a late Editor of The 
Times, as the overall winner of the 
Community Enterprise Awards, 
organised by Business in the 
Community and sponsored by 
The Times and Deloitte & Touche. 

Villages in England do not 
come much more isolated than 
Newcastle on the edge of Clun 
Forest near the Welsh border. 
There is no public transport, and 
the lack of social and cultural 
amenities was until recently com¬ 
pounded by rhe fact that the 50- 
year-old wnoden tillage hall was 
un its last legs, increasingly expen¬ 
sive to repair and maintain and 
deemed to be a fire risk. 

In late 1993 a meeting of 
villagers decided to explore pas¬ 
sible sources of funds for a larger, 
modem building on a new site, 
which would provide cultural, 
sporting, social and educational 
activities for ail age groups. 

South Shropshire District 
Council gave a substantial grant 
and professional advice, and fur¬ 
ther funding came from the 
European Community and the 
Rural Development Commission. 

The main building, designed to 
fit sympathetically into an area of 
natural beauty, was opened on 
September I last year. It contains 
a large hall for concerts, dances 
and other functions, lounge, activ¬ 
ities rooms for young people, 
childcare facilities, and a com¬ 
puter centre used for job training 
and to assist the self-employed, 
particularly farmers. 

Lottery funding has been re¬ 
ceived through both rhe Arts 
Council and the Sports Council, 
and rhe management committee is 
engaged in raising further funds 
to match a 130.000 grant from the 
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The centre's main building, which opened last year 


Countryside Commission to con¬ 
vert an adjoining field into a 
village green. The project is al¬ 
ready partly- self-financing and is 
intended to become wholly so by 
the start of the new millennium. 

This year's awards competition 
has fur the first rime been divided 
into “large" and "small" cate¬ 
gories. The winning small project 
is the provision of a laundry and 
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community room, run entirely by 
volunteers, an the huge Beech 
Court housing estate in Salford. 
More than jusr an amenity, the 
“Doily Tub" provides a meeting 
place for residents, many elderly 
and infirm and living alone. 

The com of jusr under £60,(100 
has been met by a grant from the 
Government's single regeneration 
budget and by gifts from charities 
and local businesses. A modest 


enterprise it may be, but it dearly 
meets a soda) need and exem¬ 
plifies the initiative which for 
more than a decade-the Com¬ 
munity' Enterprise Awards have 
tried to encourage. 

Regional awards were: 

North East Scdgeficfd Our of School 
Club. South Durham Hnspice. 
North West Second Time Round 
(Charleston community business). 
Yorkshire and Humberside: 
Manor Development Scheme. 
Sheffield. 

West Midlands: Sand wed Food Co¬ 
operatives. 

East Midlands: Matlock Bath Youth 
Cenrne. 

London: 198 Gallery, education and 
(raining resource centre. Brixton. 
Upper Room (St Saviourt with Si 
Mary’s). 

Sooth Ease Crawley open house and 
resource cenrre. “Tonis" young peo¬ 
ple's drep-m centre. Alrcsford- 
5onth West: Asnjr Community 
Cenrre. Plymouth. Taiarnn Shop and 
ftwt Office. Devon. 

Wales Track 2000. South Glamor¬ 
gan. Coed Cae Community Centre. 
The Arts Factory. 

Scotland.- Lewiston Nursery. The 
Big Project ■ ■ — - - - 

Northern Ireland: Tltc Sltare Holi¬ 
day Village. 

Regional sponsors were: North 
West. Kellogg's: South East John 
Laing Construction: London, United 
Biscuits: Scotland. Quik-Ftti South 

ttXl Cnilh UWi riM.Un. D-I. 


Mr D.N. Bnmnvdl 
and Miss JJLL Roberts 

'The 'engagement is' announced 

between David, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Dennis BramwelL of 
Rothky, Leicestershire, and Jes- 
ska, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Michael Roberts, ot.Bodle Street 
Green* East Sussex.' 

MrCH.P. Cripwdf: 

andMissGJ. Adams 
The aigagemeru is . announced 
1 berween HaL second son Of Mr 
and Mrs ; Peter CripwelL > of 

Almetey; Herefordshire, and Gina, 
elder daughter of Rear Admiral 
and Mrs John Adams,, of 
Burghctere, Hampshire.' 

Mr A.T: Dndn 
and Miss GR. Beafiy 
r The engagement Is announced 
' between Andrew, only son of die 
late CJ, Dixon and of Mrs C.P. 

‘ Kition (formerly Mrs C Dixon), 
rand Charlotte Rose (RosieJ. wily 
daughter of-Mr and Mrs BJS.- 
I Beany, both of Walton-on-Thames. 
Surrey. 

Mr R.O.B. Gardner. 

Scnarita A- Pena Rada' 

The engagement is announced 
between Robert, son of Mr and 
Mrs Richard Gardner, of York, 
and Alida, eldest daughter of Don 
J6s£ Luis Pfena . Guezala and 
Donna Maria del Carmen Rada 
Jusro, of Las Rozas, Madrid. 

Mr P.' Gtynn-Joues 
- and Mess S. Thomas 
. The engagement is announced 
between Patrick, son of Mr Geof¬ 
frey Gfynn-Jones, of Forge House. 
Evers ley, and Mrs Loma Glynn- 
Jones, of Leat House. Sowton 
Village, and Samantha, daughter 
of the late Mr Gerald Thomas and 
of Mrs Thomas, of The Oaks. ’ 
Beaconsfidd. 

Captain R.R. Phflipsoo-Stow 
and Miss C.N.H. Fraser - 
The engagement is announced 
between CaptainRobert Philipson- 
Stow. The Blues and Royals, elder 
son of Mr and Mrs Robert 
PhiJipson-Stow, of Pendock, 
Worcestershire, and Caroline,' 
daughter of 1 Mr and Mrs .Peter. 
Fraser, of Baughurst, Hampshire. 


Mr K-S. Haywood •“ 
and Miss FJC. Stalfey - 
The et^sgement iff ahnotinced^ 
between Rath, sot of Mr and Mi*.-,; 
Ian Haywood, of Samoa,--. 
Johanne^urg. ami Fiona, dtyigt . 
kt of Mr- arid .Mrs Amfwny"- 
■ Stalley. of Ascot, Berkshire: " 7 ^-; 

Dr W.G. Uddeti 7 - 

arid Dr M.M. Madjou gaff-^ 1 ^-^ 

The engagenKhii • 

between WlDiara; sotLirf 

Mry Aflrrarv lititfellrof W est 

Farm, 

daughter^ iff" die—late' 

MacDbugall- ami bf,-Mss. -Sasim ‘ 
MacDougail. of Wdls.^onjer^, ji' 
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. Mr NJR. Mayo '..... 
and Missi-R- Nones 1 - y--’.-- 

The engagenwrtjis ^ 

- between Neil, aorinf 

Robert Mayo. of. GuiMfont^ 
Sumy, and lotKL.tfaugWer.ofWfv, 
and Mrs Stqpbety. Nunes^j-trf-f'. 
Sanderdead, Surrey. ... 


Mr MJ-F. Pngsley 7 

and Miss CL Thoinasr -— 
The engagement .is ..anncnriKed.% 
between Martin'John ; 

and. son of Tjeutenaiit^fom- 
mander and Mrs John Pugsfcy.-df: . 
Plympton Sr Maurice. Devon, and > ■ 
Cathecme Louise- danghwr of-ths^-; 
RevTheoand Mrs Thomas, flso erf. ' 
Plympton St'Maurice. - •>' 


Marriages 


. Mr Ti DalfrHams.>.• 

and Mrs JRJ-Wigghn -j fc- 

The marriage took place quietly; in^" 
Guernsey, on Tuesday, June 24._ 

1997. of Mr Tim Dale-Hairis to j • 
Mis Rnsemayy Wig#**- - 
Mr J?_G Waggott - J: • 

and Senorita MA Stdre. Lena 
The marriage took place on June' / 

21. 1997, ire El Puerto de Sana 
Maria, of Mr Roger Waggon, son~ ~'' 
of Mr Graham Waggon and fltfe.- 
late Mrs Barbara' Waggoti;..cif. 
Dormansiand. Sumy, to Senorid 
Maria Ana Suarez Lena, ddest,'. 
daughter of. Don Luis SuhreiAvila. ...V . .. 
and Cfonna'Josda Maria Lenarde-: 

Terry.* of El. .-Puerto de Santa 
Mana.Cddiz. Spain.’ 1 “ ’ 


Anniversaries 


Luncheon 


BIRTHS: William-' Thomson.' 1 1st ■ 
Baron Kelvin, phyririsiand invtaotor, 
Belfast 1824; George Edward Her¬ 
bert 5th Earl of Carnarvon, 
archaeologist. 1866; Pearl Buck, nov-. 
elist, Nobel laureate 1938, 
Hillsborough. West Virginia. 1892. 7- - 
DEATHS: Francisco Pfasarro. con¬ 
queror of the Inca empire, murdered, 
Lima, Peru. 1541: Gilbert White; 
clergyman arid naturalist Sel borne. 
Hampshire. 1795. - - 

The VTaoria Cross was first awarded 
by Queen Victoria to 62 servicemen al- 
a ceremony in Hyde Park. London. 
1857. 

King Edward VU opened the Victoria 
and Albert Museum. London,. 1909. 


Carlton TTttb ‘ 

Viscount Cranborae was the guest of ^-. 
honour andspeaker at a lundwon.dE- 
tbe Ptrfitical Commitiee of the Carbon 
Club held yesterday at the. dub; Sir 
Brum . GbswdL .dvairman of -the 
coomritied prtskftid. Mr Richard'” 
Simmont. also spoke.. 


Service dinners 


Geoffrey Parkhouse 


HMSVldoiy 

Cdond Ahmdf- Yousef Al MuUa. - 
Commander' of die Kuwait Navy, 
was the gu^oJhorHnrt.at a dimwr 
hdd last night on board HAf-S Viaore 
in JVwisrhouth. Admiral Sir Michad 
Bqyce. Sd»nd Sea Lord and Cora-. 
marafcr-in-Chief, Naval Home Com¬ 
mand, was the host ' 


West South West Electricity Board: 
Wales. Midland Bank. Community 
Enterprise Wales; Northern Ireland, 
Drioirte & Touche/Bank of Ireland. 


life and work of Geoffrey 
Parkhouse will: take place -in -Sr- 
Margarefs Church. Westminster 
Abbey, at noon-on Tuesday, July 
-29. 1997. All are welcome, and 
those wishing to attend are re¬ 
quested 10 apply for tickets, for this 
service only, to: The Rectors 
Secretary. Room 29,1 Little Clois¬ 
ter, Westminster Abbey. 5WIP 
3PL, enclosing a stamped (first 
class) addressed envelope. Tickets 
will be posted from July 21. 


Hie King's Rcgfaftcfit. 

Members of "Die King's Regimem 
.Officers’ Dinner Qub and - dwir 
. fedjes.attaidedJbe-anmwl-knrafceen- 
held yesferay »the Royal Defence 
Medical College. -Mfllbonfc.:'Briga¬ 
dier JJ. GaskdL Cnfbrict irf Hie 7 ' 
Regiment, presided. 


Mountain'ArtQlciy 
Field Marshal Lord Vincent of 
Calcshiti. Master Gunner. St James's 
Park, was the prindpai guest at the 
annual .dinner of the Mountain 
Artilleiy Dinner Cub held last night 
ar the Army & Navy Club. Major- 
General D.B. Egerton presided 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 


DEATHS 


TICKETS FOR SALE 


FLATSHARE 


Lord's nntalllM lore, halm 
33 : 4,5 


BIRTHS 


AUWfflBB - On lar June, lo 
Cate (nea Ctvaddei) and 
Glenn, iha blessing of a son. 
Harney Ctaaddor fames. 

BARROWCUFF ■ On 12U» June 
1997 In Lyon, to Isabelle 
ine« Magnc) and Grtfgoire. 
the gift of a daugbier 
Constance Emma Marie. 


ACTON - On 25rh June, 
Winifred Margaret of | 
Markham. Much laved 
nattier of Iris and Ecs, 
grandmother and groat- 
grandmother. Funeral on 
Monday 30th Jane. Short 
Service at the house at 3 pm 
followed by cremation at the 
Gwent Crematorium at 4 pm. 
No flowers. 


GARDINER - On )nne 24th 
after a long illness, Patrick , 
Lancaster, beloved husband 
of Susan, father of Josephine , 
and Vanessa, grandfather of 
Jessie. Funeral private. A! 
Memorial Service will be I 
beid at a Later date. 


CRAWLEY - On J9ih jane, to 
Belinda lnee Rowland) and 
Nicholas, a son, Edmund 
WtUlam, a brother for Bertie 
and Tilly. 

DAWSON - On June 21st at the 
Hospital of St John ft St 
EUxaboth, to Carolo and 
Bovin, a fabulous son, 
Totnmas, a brother for KaL 

FORSYTH - On June 21st 1997 
in Singapore, to 5alfy taec 
Eliot) and Angus, a son. 
Dotigai Angus Meholsoa. 

LASOK - Os June 18th, to 
Karen Cnee Griffith) and 
Paul, a daughter, Anna Zofia 
Christina, a sister for 
Frances. 


BEALE - On 24th June 1997 
peacefully at home Gilbert 
Alexander aged 80 years of 
Blandford, Dorset. Dearly 
loved husband of Pamela. , 
Funeral private. Donations If 
desired for the 
Nurses c/o Colin J. Close 
Funeral Service. IB 
Salisbury street, Blandford, 
Dorset, tot CO1258)453133. 


GREEN - Bernard Joseph of 
Chipping Campdon, Glos. 
Peacefully on June 25th. 
1997, aged 84 years. 
Formerly doctor and surgeon 
to the Foreign, Colonial and 
Home Offices. For details of 
fnneral arrangements 
telephone (01385) 840025 


LESLIE MELVILLE - On 23rd 
June 1997 The Hon. Georgs 
David, greatly loved husband 
of Didio and fathor of 
Annabel and James, 
suddenly as a result of a 
heart condition. Private 
fnneral. Thanksgiving 
Scrvlco to be announced 
later. 


BEER - Charles Graham Abbott 
very pcaccfolly on 23rd 
Jane. Loved and loving 
husband of Sara, father of 
Charles and Verena and 
grandfather of his 10 
grandchildren. Funeral at St I 


Mary's Choreb, Ev e rsiey. cm 
Thursday 3rd July al 2-30pm. 
Garden flowers only or 
donations If desired to 
FubbcVJg -3 c/o Goo. Patter ft 
Sons, Funeral Directors, 113 
Roading Road. Yateley. 
Hampshire GU4« 7LK, lob 
101252) 872297. 


SHARHOCK - On Jane 24th to 
LeonJe and Brian, a son. 


HOLT - Richard Gordon, 
solicitor, of Tickbill. 
Yorkshire died tragically on 
I7ib Juno aqed 49 year*. 
Dearly loved bos band of 
Helen and darling daddy of 
jcnnl and Matthew. Funeral 
on 2nd July. 1120 am at 
Sheffield Cathedral followed 
by private crematorium. 
Family flower* and cards 
only, please. Donations If 
desired to Alton Abbey. 
Hampshire. Memorial 
Service to be held in London. 
A much loved and respected 
man, auy he rest in peace. 


MAXWELL OF ARDWELL - On 
June 23rd 1997 at home 
Colonel F. Guidon Maxwell. 
CBE. O St J, TD, aged 92., 
Beloved husband ot True 
Hamilton Maxwell, father of 
David and John and i 
stepfather of Christine 
Mile he U lanes. Much loved 
grandfather of 9 
grandchildren. Funeral at Si 
Colnmba’s Church of 
Scotland, Font Street. SWI 
on Friday July 4th at 11 am 
followed by private 
cremation. Family flowers 
only: but U desired 
donations to the London 
Scottish Regimental 
Benevolent Fund, 95 
Horeofcrry Road. London 
5W1P 2D*. 


TURNER - Arthur Montague on 
24ih June after a long 
Illness patiently borno. 
Dearly loved husband of 
Jane (mfo Janet New bery l. 
Loving father and 
grandfather. Funeral Service 
at Torquay Crematorium on 
Tuesday 1st July at 2 pm. 
Donations in lien of flowers 
10 Oxfam c/o Peering Funeral 
Services. !01A High Srreel, 
Tomes. Devon, lot (01803} 
842417. 


ALL AVAR: Phantom, Beauty, all 
theatre. M Induce, pop, a Mn. 
Wimbledon. QI7t «80 6IB3 


AB Whnfaiwfoa Dobs breuatu ft 
voM. Crlckw. Meal, Clasfon- 
buty. Cured Prt*. AU major Tho- 
jpp Pup/Sport. 0171 347 7640 


BEST TVknte. Theatre. epuH. coo- 
c*na. Cwpmate Md imUaltty. 
Cob 0171 224 P777 CXT«. I 


BATTBtSEA dhla rat, for 4wt Me 


INTERNATIONAL 
PHONE CALLS 


Cws) lOmina Ctapbn M no 
DHsa. ESSOtnc. 0171 3600735. 1 


_arre POpiSpott 0171 347 7640 

ANY TICKET obtained. Theatre. 
Concertaft any epotUng null. 
0171 488 4414 CCItVl 


MEW NuX Conn Deboutuie Tlck- 
«t» Owners sole (no mlddlo 
mnl Tat 0I-4H3 7082S3 


AATBATHI London's fore mu st 
(Em WTO) rrofemtnnal Oar 
vtore —rrloat 0171^89 SWI 


PHANTOM all major ilmm Tak- 
tea order* for mnub- 

don. Boy ft sell 0171 370 1640 


FULHAM. Elegant bouts. Boom, 
closo rube. 6406 pen Tet 
PI7I 603 Q0B4- 


on 


WELLS • June KJpltng at 
Els tree on 20th June after a 
long Illness. Stator of Gwen 
Anscomb (Canada.), Kldvua 
Davies (Tasmania) and Owen 
(deceased). All enquiries 
Treeves Femoral Services, 
(0181) 953-1444. 


WILSON - See Stuart Wilson. 


ALL TICKETS 
AVAILABLE 

Specialist in WuriMetkm. 
Graml Pru & till majiir 
sport events, theaire shows 
& ail majw pop events inc. 
U2. M. Jackson. D. Ross. 

P. Collins. 

Henley available. 
Tickets hough) £ sold 
Wimbledon debentures 
bought & Bold 

01718216616 

04683S6680 


VMMMLBMW. Grand P*U. Aacor. 
Ryder Cup. PlmM. Tbeotref 
carvenrta It an ■porting event* 
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SHORT- On 24th |tnte 1997 hi 
Eantbonxne, to Karen Margot 
(mm Muanlch) and Carl, a 
daughter. Charlotte 
Alexandra Fellaa, a sister, 
lor Alexander. 


WHITE- On 20th Jtrae. 10 Adeie 
(nee Neale J and Alistair, a 
beaetiful daughter, Clara 
Bose. 


COOLING - John Hilton of 
Hampstead died In his sleep 
on Tuesday 24th Juno. The 
Funeral will be on Friday 4th 
July at 11.30 am ar 
Hampstead Parish Chore It. 
ChureJt Bow. Family flowers 
only, private cremation. 
Donations If desired to 
Cancer Research. 


WHITE - On June 9th, to Ltia 
(nee Whitaker) and Michael, 
a beautiful daughter, India 
Grace. 


CRAWFORD - Peacefully on 
June 24th, 1997. Alfred 
ri££, aged 96. Very loved 
husband for 64 yuan of Pat. 
Devoted father of Janot and 
the late lamee and Roger. 
Loving grandfather and 
great-grandfather. Funeral 
Service to bo held on 
Wednesday 2nd July at the 
Surrey and Sussex 
Crematorium. Worth 
(Memorial Chapel) at 
12.15pm. Family flowers 
only but donations. If 
desired, to The British Red 
Cross may bo seni c/o 
Masters and Son, 4 rnw«na»»- 
Lace, Lindfiold, West Sussex 
KH16 2LB. (01444) 482Z07. 


WHITMORE - On Juno 22nd at 
Tbo Norfolk and Norwich 
Hospital, 10 Lucy (b«b 
D ickens) and William, a ua. 
James Alexander Dickens. 


WHlTTOME - On June 11th 
1997, 10 Lucy (nfc Broke)' 
and Ashley, a son, Vore 
Orlando Abuger. 


ANNIVERSARIES 


JARVIS - John Francis Jarvis. 
OBE. MSc. BA, a^ed 61, died 
suddenly bat peacefully on 
Saturday 21st June at The 
Princess Helena Colkjv. of 
which he was Headmaster., 
Air Commodore Koyal Air 
Force (rtd). The Funeral 
Service wOJ take plane on 
Tuesday 1« July at 2 pm, at 
Sr Paul's Walden, 

Hertfordshire, followed Oy 
private cremation. Flowers, 
or donations to the British 
Heart Foundation. The date 
for a Service of 

Thanksgiving will be 
announced later. All 
enquiries and donstions to 
W. Austin ft Sons, Stevenage, 
tut (014385 316623. 


MEmEJOMN - Hope nittol.m 
Peacefully at Win scorn be 
Sail on Friday June 20th ! 
agod 95 years. Funeral 
Service at St Michael and All 
Angels Church Bowbmov 
on Wednesday July 2nd at 12 
noon. Flowers or donations 
for Bristol Children* 
Hospital may be sent (o CV. 
Guwor ft Son. Fnneral 
Directors, The Square,! 
Wiasoraibo. North Somerset. | 
Tel: (01934) 842946. 1 
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aii day,every day. _. 
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WILSON • David aad Pam of 
Solihull, 26th wedding 
anniversary. We Just spout a 
whole year cola bracing oar 
25th fur which wo thank 
God - and wc Intend to 
continue. 


FROST - Henry Francis 
(HazxyL Peacefully at borne 
on Wednesday 18th June 
1997 aged 82. Sometime 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


AYERS:H 0 n 0 WIT 2 . In 
Iran bridge, Shropshire, on 
26th June 1947. Bill to 
Ran do, now happily living in 
Bath. I 


1997 aged 82. Sometime 
Director of Research, Union 
Imoraatioiial. widower or 
Kay, father of Elisabeth 
Morgan. Janot Young and 
David, and grandfathor of 
RUhaid, Hnw. Edward, 
Tamila, Toby, Harry aad 
Tallulah, friend to many. 
Cremation private. Memorial 
meeting to be held at 
Friends Hooting House, 
Hamel Hempstead, Herts 
later. Letters to 26 
NcwWgrjon Strait, Tboiltd 
Essex, CM 6 20S. 


JEMUM - On 24th Jane 1997 
suddenly at hie Dobra in 
Cobham, Surrey. Nigel 
Tenner Jerram. beloved 
husband to Eileen and much ! 
loved stepfather and 
grandfather. The Funeral; 
Service will be bold at I 
ten da Us Park Crematorium, i 
LeatiMriteod. on Wednesday 
July 2nd at 1220 pm. Family 
ftowere only. Donations u 
desired to The Burile 
Education That c/o Jran ft 
Thomas Funeral Directors, 
Mill Bead, Cobham, Surrey 
mi SAL 


ODLINQ - Major Genorai 
William fitting OB, OBE, MC, 
DL died peacefully at home 
on June 22nd aged 88 . 
Beloved husband at 
Margaret, fatfaoT of Anne 
Hughes, Tony, and LIrale 
Du mas , grandfather of 5 and 
vtiUi I great-grandson, 
toml 3rd July at 230 pm. 
Si Andrews Church, 
ftopaagbw. Cofcbwte*. No 
flowers by requesL 
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PfOCfi - Joan Price M 8 E. on 
22nd Jan* 1997, shortly 
before her 92nd birthday. 
Funeral at Greeneted 
Orureh, Oagar, at 2.15 pm on 
Monday ^Oth June. Enquiries 
to Daniel BaUqsoh & Sons. 
79-81 Sooth Street. Bttbops 
Stanford, tel 01279 655477. 


WIMBLEDON 97 


KEVILL- Eleanor peacefully in 
her sleep on June 23rd 1997. 
devoted wile of the law 
Roger Xerill, boknrrd mother 
nf Mary-Ioyce, Celia and 
Roger (Ton). Enquiries to H 

ft G WUde Funeral Directors. 

Preston, tel: (01772) I 
335974. | 


STUART WILSON - On lime 
21st, 1997, Major Thomas 
(Sam) Stuart Wilson, TD, 
let Moos, in his 90th year 
Dearly beloved husband of 
Greta for 62 yean, adored 
father of Simon and Bryony, 
tored grandfather and great- 
grandlauwr. Funeral Service 
on Monday, June 30th at 
3pm Moline Church, 
Feiindre Forchog. 

Pembrokeshire.«, Aiulries to 
J. leaking ft Son (01348) 
873076. 
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Jacques-Yves Cousteau, 
underwater explorer and 
film-maker, died yesterday in 
Paris aged 87. He was born on 
June II. 1910. 

A generation well-nigh glut¬ 
ted on multi-part tele¬ 
vision ecological spectac¬ 
ulars will inevitably find 
it hard to imagine the immense im¬ 
pact made by Jacques-Yves Cous¬ 
teau's film The Silent World when 
it burst on astonished cinema 
audiences in 1«J55, In it, Cousteau 
led a magical adventure into an un¬ 
known world. The shimmering 
forms of leaping dolphins filmed 
from the hollow glass dome under 
the bow of his converted mine¬ 
sweeper Calypso are vivid in the 
memories of Those who first saw 
them, even after -10years. The book 
nf the same title which had 
spawned the film became a run¬ 
away world bestseller. to date 
selling more than five million 
copies in 20 languages. 

It may justly be said of Cousteau 
that he single-handedly converted 
marine science front a dark back- 
mum minority interest into u 
popular science. He also recog¬ 
nised its political appeal. In the 
later years of his life he changed his 
stanch from that of the effective 
"father'* of underwater hunting 
(through his development of the 
aqualung} to that of the articulate 
conscience of environmental 
concern. 

This did not always go down well 
with his fellow marine scientists, 
many of whom felt that his activi¬ 
ties were closer to those of Walt 
Disney than to the work of men like 
Harald Sverdrup or Richard Flem¬ 
ing. Many scientists heartily re¬ 
sented his impact on the media, 
and on politicians and public 
attitudes. It seemed to some of his 
contemporaries that, while physi¬ 
cal oceanographers strove to under¬ 
stand the circulation of the oceans, 
and marine geophysicists unrav¬ 
elled plate tectonics, die spotlight 
was always on a French diver in a 
tropical lagoon. 

Jacques-Yves Cousteau was bom 
at Sr Andre de Cubzac, a small 
town not far from the Gironde. 
Conventional schooling bored him, 
and he was expelled for breaking 17 
of his school’s windows. He entered 
the Ecole Navale at Brest in 1930. 
His training and early cruises as a 
young officer took him to China, 
French Indo-China and the Soviet 
Union, including work off the coast 
of Siberia. 

He served in a number of war-, 
ships up to 1942, and was trained as 
an air observer for the French 
Navy. He had intended to make 
naval aviation his career but a 
near-fatal car crash put paid to that 
ambition and set him on a new 
course. Swimming rigorously, as 
therapy for badly* damaged and 
wasted arms, he discovered the 
element of water which was to 
dominate his life. 

In 1937 Cousteau learnt to dive 
with closed-circuit oxygen equip¬ 
ment of the type used for escaping 


JACQUES-YVES COUSTEAU 



Preparing to dive: Cousteau being helped into his Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus off Monte Carlo in 1965 


from submarines. This equipment 
was later developed by the princi¬ 
pal navies in the Second World 
War to form a diver attack breath¬ 
ing set for sabotage, mine clearance 
and beach surveillance. The equip¬ 
ment was limited to a safe maxi¬ 
mum depth of 10-15 metres, because 
pure oxygen becomes poisonous at 
this pressure. Cousteau was famil¬ 
iar with the work done by 
Gilpalric. Taillez. Yves le Prieur. 
Dumas. Cortieu and others, and 
gradually perfected the mask and 
fins which were used by spear- 
fishermen on the French Riviera 
during the 1930s. 

In 1939 Taillez, Dumas and 
Cousteau were already experiment¬ 
ing with an underwater cimS 
camera and Yves Le Prieur's air- 
breathing system. After the fall of 
France in June 1940, the group 
continued its researches under very 
restricted conditions. Movie film 
was made into suitable lengths by 
joining hundreds of rolls of ordi¬ 
nary 35mm cassettes. Spear-fishing 
provided valuable extra food. The 
group's first film. Par dix-huit 
metres de fend, was completed in 
1942. Cousieau at this time was also 
leader of a counter-intelligence 
group in rhe Resistance, for which 
he was later awarded the Legion 
d'honneur. 

in June 1943 the first automatic 
demand valve air breathing aqua¬ 
lung was perfected jointly by Cous¬ 
teau and Emile Gagnan. The key 
patentable principle of the inven¬ 
tion was a valve which supplies air 
with very slight suction from the 
swimmer, and an exhalation valve 
immediately adjacent to the inhala¬ 
tion valve. The inhalation and 
exhalation pressures were thus 
balanced, and the diver could 
breathe with veiy little effort. Also, 
because the inhalation and exhaust 
pressures were identical, the valve 
could be made very sensitive, with 
no risk of the air free-flowing to 
waste, no matter what position the 
diver occupied in the water. During 
That summer Cousteau. Dumas, 
and Taillez logged 500 dives be¬ 
tween them, with a maximum 
depth of 60 metres. 

After the end of the war 
the aqualung (or. in American 
terminology, SCUBA — The Self- 
Contained Underwater Breathing 
Apparatus) became a popular item 
of sports equipment, with tens 
of thousands of sets being 
sold in California alone. Sports 
divers today are counted in 
millions. 

In 1944 Cousteau formed, with 
Taillez, the Groupe d’Etudes et 
Recherches Sous Marine of the 
French Navy at Toulon, the first 
unit of its type to develop diving 
equipment of all kinds. Although 
Cousteau was not the only innova¬ 
tor in this fertile field, he and his 
teams of engineers were directly 
involved in many early experi¬ 
ments with underwater television, 
underwater fighting, colour pho¬ 
tography and cine-photography 
underwater, and. by the mid-1960s, 
the first experiments in living 
underwater at ambient pressure. In 


1959 Cousteau launched the first 
modem and truly manoeuvrable 
small submarine, the so-called 
Plunging Saucer, which started a 
new industry. 

The converted diving tender 
L'Ingenieur Elie Monnier, ac¬ 
quired in a derelict state at the end 
of the war. was Cousteau’s first 
research ship. In 1951 he was 
granted leave from the French 
Navy to conduct scientific research, 
and converted a former Royal Navy 
minesweeper into the diving re¬ 
search vessel Calypso. Thus began 
a long series of cruises supported 
by scientific laboratories, the 
French Navy, the American Nat¬ 
ional Geographic Society and vari¬ 
ous private sponsors. A combina¬ 
tion of scientific investment and 
commercial sponsorship, with sale 
of film and television rights, kept 
the enterprise solvent Research 
and filming expeditions extended 
across the Indian Ocean, the Pacific 
coral reefs, and even beneath the 
Antarctic ice. 

The book of The Silent World 
was published in 1953. In simple, 
unassuming terms, the story of his 
early struggles was told with 
photographs of the undersea world 
in colour. It inspired a generation 
of young people, who took up 
diving as a sport or used diving in 
underwater research or engineer¬ 
ing. The story projected a simple 


craftsman's love of the sea. With a 
combination of bravery', adventure, 
luck and ingenuity, Cousteau and 
lus comrades survived and tri¬ 
umphed over everything — sharks, 
storms, gas poisoning and under¬ 
water explosions. This amalgam of 
totally professional planning and 
seemingly artless modesty in pres¬ 
entation became the Cousteau 
trademark. 

The film of the same name was a 
feature documentary using the 
most up-to-date technology, and 
was not intended to narrate the 
same sroiy as the book. It won the 
Grand Prtx of the 1956Cannes Film 
Festival and the 1957 Oscar for 
feature documentaries. 

I n 1956 Cousteau was invited 
by the Comite International 
de Perfectionement de 
L’lnstitut Oceanographique 
de Monaco to become its director. 
The famous laboratory, founded by 
Prince Albert I of Monaco, had 
sunk into poverty. Cousteau was 
faced with the enormous task of 
attracting investment, promoting 
public interest, and impairing both 
the research programmes and the 
public exhibits. 

The appointment was controver¬ 
sial, since Cousteau was not, and 
did not claim to be. an academic. 
With typical energy he expanded 
the aquarium, attracted foreign 


students and scientists and 
launched an ambitious series of 
cruises and research projects. 

The initial parent of the aqualung 
was exploited by licensing in many 
countries, and a series of com¬ 
panies grew up marketing a range 
of diving gear, suits, masks, life¬ 
jackets. and commercial diving 
equipment for the offshore oil 
industry. The first experiments in 
underwater living were conducted 
in 1962 in the Bay of Marseilles at a 
depth of ten metres. This was 
followed by the construction of rwo 
underwater houses in the Red Sea 
in 1963. and finally a large spheri¬ 
cal underwater habitat at a depth of 
100 metres off Villefranche in 1965. 
The intention of this last experi¬ 
ment was to demonstrate to the 
offshore oil industry that divers 
could live and work for days or 
weeks at depths of 100-200m and 
conduct heavy industrial work. 

Numerous countries and com¬ 
panies copied these projects, but the 
development turned out to be an 
evolutionary dead-end. Although 
the idea of living beneath the waves 
is fascinating, the logic of econom¬ 
ics dictates that it is always cheaper 
to bring divers to the surface and 
store them under pressure in a deck 
decompression chamber between 
dives. 

During the 19o0s and 1970s 
television series followed one 


another with almost predictable 
success. Cousieau. who made more 
than 150 films, was synonymous 
with the sea. with research in the 
ocean and with an environmental 
consciousness that longed ro save 
the planet from pollution. In 1973, 
with a fanfare of publicity, he 
declared himself totally opposed ro 
spearfishing, the sport — or search 
for food — which had nurtured the 
first divers on the French Riviera in 
the 1930s. 

During the 1970s the controversy 
over his position as a scientist and 
publicist became more intense. In 
August 1979 the death in a plane 
crash of his son and presumed 
successor in the underwater world, 
Philippe, was a terrible blow. 
Several projects went wrong. Man¬ 
aging the Cousteau commercial 
empire and the Oceanographic In¬ 
stitute in Monaco was an immense 
task for a man over 60. In 1972 the 
plan to build a huge diver-lock-out 
submarine, called the Argyronete , 
was abandoned amid financial 
recriminations and government 
intervention. 

Criticism of Cousteau'S stand on 
environmental issues became more 
acute. Put simply, the allegation 
was that he used the good name of 
science to justify his expeditions 
and filming, and then exploited rhe 
public's longing for simple sol¬ 
utions to environmental problems 


to make money. The BBC con¬ 
ducted an interview programme in 
(he mid-1970s entitled Will the Real 
Captain Cousteau Please Stand 
Up? In ir. science journalists inter¬ 
rogated Cousteau before an invited 
audience of environmentalists and 
scientists. 

Under this unrelenting scrutiny. 
Cousteau defended himself ex¬ 
tremely well. He stated over and 
over again that he was not a 
scientist He said that he saw 
himself as an engineer turned 

impresario, a man who could make 
things happen, who could give 
others the chance to discover truth 
and ro change the world. Ai the 
end. rhe impression was that 
Capitaine de Corvene Jacques-Yves 
Cousieau knew exactly what he 
was doing, and was neither a 
hypocrite, nor self-deceiving. 

E ven ai the end of his life 
Cousteau showed no 
signs of slowing down. 
He was a vociferously 
energetic opponent of French 
nuclear testing in the Pacific. He 
had recently commissioned a suc¬ 
cessor to Calypso (which sank off 
Singapore in 1996 after a collision 
with a barge): the custom-designed 
and ecologically sound Calypso 11. 

Cousteau’s great achievement 
was to create rtie popular image of 
the science of rhe sea. His craggy 
wizened face in haif-Iit profile was 
sufficient to market any product, 
expand the membership of any 
society, hype the sale of any book, 
promote any film. His books and 
films on the sea seemed to domi¬ 
nate the world of popular science 
and ecology with the same total 
obliterating effect of Wall Disney 
in cartoon films. After a while, 
there was no one else left in the 
competition. 

At the technical level many of his 
innovations — the aqualung, the 
miniature submarine and high- 
quality underwater filming — were 
immensely creative. The underwa¬ 
ter living experiments were a 
technical tour de force, even if 
eventually they led nowhere. Cous¬ 
teau the image-maker was unique, 
both in the literal sense of creating 
moving pictures, and in the sense of 
touching the hearts and minds of 
millions with his ideas. Everybody 
who could read a newspaper or 
book or watch a television set knew 
that Cousteau had said the sea was 
important; that we must love the 
sea. protect it, care for it. explore it. 
farm it and nurture it. He changed 
the way in which people saw rhe 
planet: not so much Planet Earth as 
Planet Water. 

Cousteau is survived by the elder 
son, Jean-Michel, of his "marriage, 
in 1937. to Simone Melchior. who 
died in 1990. The relationship 
between father and son had lately 
been soured by what Jacques-Yves 
saw as rhe latter’s commercial 
exploitation of rhe Cousteau name 
in a Fijian eco-vacarion resort. 
Cousteau married, secondly, in 
1991. Francine Tripler, and is 
survived also by her and by their 
son and daughter. 
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THE RAF RISES TO 
THE CHALLENGE 


Fiw 1919 to finJ baa boon hefekig MF nontax, thdr widows 
and cMdrenkckj*^ma^tiou*«ftd»(l*atiW during and tinea *w 
last wan and todqi oharevw conffct arises. 

Bay year apprcrinalety E10 triton to sport in aubtfag some 20,000 
cases. Pta» tefe wOh a tfanaton or mentor us to your VWL 


Will you rise to the 
challenge, too? 


THE ROYAL AIR FORCE BENEVOLENT FUND 

DEPCTl St POH1LAND PHAGE, LOUDON WIN 4AR. 



COURT & SOCIAL 


FORTHCOMING MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGES 


Phase send Cbort Page amuMnoements by pastfax w: 
Mts 1 Neman, Camt & Social Advertising, The Ttaej, 
PO B« **, Vhtjtata Street, Louden El «S. 

Tel: 0171 782 7347. Ftax 0171782 7725 


Please indhtde io aQ coRequmknce: 
a signature of eittaer cue of the parties concerned or a parent, 
i daytime and borne telephone lumber aadKkhtss. 

AdvemsemeuK for the Coort Page mua be received two 
vrafcmg days prior to publication and are accepted rabjea id 


coBflnnaiion. 

A d tc tMng Bate Is £15-88 pgftrc tac VAT. 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


THE nCOL VENCY ACT 1 986 ■ 
JHWBOTENPIUAII UUtN) LIM¬ 
ITED on AnmayiBATTVE 


NOTICE 13 HIBEFY_ 

■max co Socdon 40 of tfce Bnool- 
nocr Art 198 A, lhu * le re rtrtp 
or tw CMUlm Of OM Bbotfl 
www t wU bo hold at tha 
HoaeeMod Gobi Bond. Homo 
GMuOtv, 
’ 4 LX on 
2 Join 1997 ac 3-00 

unrni 


of WMlitafai a npm on rhe 

«ronra loading op lothaappobn- 

—« a! Joint admlnktffifva 
a et l wai i migr on r to Ox rueta- 
pritilrr eon if da modluna with, 
to aioet t r o cnmlt t— to np wi ct 
the credito r* . 

Etefod tU* 17 th to, o l Jane 
1997 . 

a 


NOTES 

1 A credit or win ba entitled lo 
nh at tha Mating only if 
dotaUa of tha brknub claimed to 
ba An from the company have 
been lodged with me ac Mao 
WhiMlujiiao, Victoria Boon, 74 
IflBqn Street, NorRmRuo, MSI 
SOY palmar than 1200 noon on 
the btndneaa day bate* (ha day 
fixed far the maoti h fl an d (bo 
ft.fr* ba* baa admi t ta d (a 
acoortaaeo with the Inaohe nc y 
Rolen 1984 . 

2 Creditors may no either In 
or by proxy and i fotaa of 

proxy fat inen utod herewith. A 
proxy should be lodged with me, 
gitidWi before the waifiiu, 

3 A company may sera either 
Opoag baroy ro aaiiia ttraiwgiloc- 
imQ a certified oopy of a Board 


nwiaOtm app oto tna Mn. ox by 

4 AWOtnd creditor Is entitled to 
vow only ip respect of the bal- 
IB ca (if any) ot m* debt dednet- 

|m tM value of hb a acu H ty *9 

burned by bbs Be most lodge 
m m ww d an ne with note 1 ■ 

giving the 

Btty, the d 

alien and the ml 

be Mpeerae A-OedUoM who 

whom raourad 

to he rwassonred or to ypta. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


CANNON BRIDGE INVESTMENTS 


AND 

CA NNON _ 

DEVELOPMENTS LOOTED 
THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1984 
In acctndmee with hole UD4 


of Tbs Insolvency Holes 1984 


h er eb y alien 
Peter $ Dun FCA. a I 
I ns oHsnsy Practliioo 
LaUnm dmsley 4 Dmris, 7 
Eanrick Place. Lo n do n W 1 H 3 PF. 
was appointed UqoHntor of the 
above Co Mipmln * by the Qedf- 
soss OB 3 rd froth 1997 . 

DATED THIS 3 RD JUNE 1997 




Cadng Servtoa* CLA r.hnfred 
Tbs Insolve n cy Act 

and Aulas 1986 

i with Rule 4J(M» 



DaiMh 19 Ibm 1997 
BnasM Pioar. ugomtlXPR 


NOTICE GF KESOUTnOW FOB 
P AM ENT OF C AP ITAL 
HEX nnUQTt LOOTED 
Nodes Is hereby given in aeoar- 
danoe with Saotloa 176 of the 
Cnmpanfas Act 1985 that: 
Ltia above nseisrt Compan y 
(Tha Coszpany *0 baa a p proved 
pa mow on of capital far the 

pmpoe a^o J ^aegnlil ng Da awn 

2 . Tha amount of parmlraabia 
e w pl t al repayment tar the shores 
la quantum in FA 6 . 0 OO. 

3 . The data for the Basotatioai tot 

payment out of capital la 2 Sth 
day of July 1997 . 

4 . A Statutory Declaration and 
Auditors Report req u i re d by Sac- 
tkn 173 of (ha Conpanioi Art 
1986 are avaUabla tar 


u (ba Company"* IrpneMl 


5 . Any credit or of tba 
y at any tlma wltliln 

da Imiaediatlay following tha 

daw of Eaao tarion fee pa y m ent 
out of capital apply to tha Com 
■nderSecdoa 176 of tbe Compa¬ 
nies Act 1965 tar an Order pro- 
hXbtttBS yafjuutc. 

PmS'Shi acSTdayof fan* 1997 


Tha Insolvency Art 1984 
Opnce BET LTD 


SMALL TALE L OOTED 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pur¬ 

suant to SscOoa 98 of t he inaoi- 
vency Art 1986 thin a MEETING 


nomad Cerep v ndB i wOl be beta 

on fin taly 1997 at lira OU 

Bakery, loro Gower Road. 


■oyston, Berta, at 12-00 


Dos 99 k Bag nf th e said Art. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that 


Maurice Raymond p nrrtntfnn . 

FIFA of Fopploton A Afptabr, 4 

Charterhouse Sqnnav London 

BOM SEN to appointed to act as 

the qualified insolvency 


lug the Cor 


By GMsr 


rhfla 20th diT» ot Tune 15 
Ser of tbe Board 


0BCHABPCL06E LOOTE D 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN por- 

eumu Hi Role 4.104 or the Insol¬ 

vency In le a 1984 , that ED 30 th 
April 1997 B A Segal of A Segal 4 
Co. Albert Chambers, 221-223 

CUnqfcHd Moon Bead, London. 

64 BLP was appointed Llqtddaur 

of the above named company by 


E A S e ga l gJBnMBioO 


LEUSOKE ADVENTUXH LIMITED 
THE WWLVBNer ACT 1 984 
NOTICB IB HEREBY GIVEN per¬ 
il to Se ct ion 98 of (ho laart- 


vaney Art 1986 rhai a Meerinp of 
tha QNdlwsa ct (he above named 


Company win ba hold «t the 
~ of Chan trey Veibuawr, 
Bneae U Square BwM 10-12 
Bneean Square, London NCU 
6 LP on 4 July 1997 « ILOOoa 
for the penoaaa maurionad in 
Section 99 W 101 of the said Abl 
A Itot of tha rbrmb and addreoees 
of the Company's crodUan any 

be leap s, t ed, free of chum et 

Squroe HooaA 10-12 
BnsseD Smoot, London WC 1 B 
ELF bttwroa l O.O O e n and 
dDOfne an tha two b ualn eea days 


the dan of the moot¬ 
ing stated above. 

Dared 4 lone 1997 
‘ (Mar of tin Board 
F~L jtalte. Director 
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0171-680 6878 OR 
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Notices an subject to confirmation and should be received 
by 230ptn mo dayi prior id insertion. 


RENE TAYLOR 


Rene Taylor, expert on 
Spanish architecture and 
art died on May 28 aged 
80. He was born on 
Decembers 1916. 


A DISTINGUISHED Hisp- 
anicist, Rene Taylor was belter 
known in Spain and the 
Americas than in h is own 
country. 

In the early 1960s he was 
appointed curator of the Ponce 
Art Museum in Puerto Rica a 
small collection exhibited in a 
beautiful old house. Under 
Taylor it expanded greatly and 
moved 10 purpose-built quar¬ 
ters designed by the American 
architect Edward Stone. 
Tourists came from all over 
the world to admire exhibits 
ranging from pre-Columbian 
pottery to contemporary Puer¬ 
to Rican painting, ana from 
exquisite examples of Italian 
Baroque to a fine collection of 
Dutch and Flemish art. 

Ren£ Claude Taylor was 
bom in north London, but his 
faiher was a travel agenr who 
was later based in Barcelona, 
and Ren£ grew up in Spain 
and spoke the language fluent¬ 
ly. His mother was a painter. 

He was sent back to 


England to be educated at the 
Roman Catholic Beaumont 
College, Windsor. After leav¬ 
ing school he returned to 
Spain to study at the Univer¬ 
sity of Barcelona. But when 
the Spanish Civil War broke 
out, he returned to England 
and took an external degree in 
Spanish at London Univer¬ 
sity. 

During the Second World 
War he served in the Intelli¬ 
gence Corps, being entrusted 
wirh the task of determining 
the tides, so that the body of 
the “Man Who Never Was" 
could be floated ashore on the 
Spanish coast from a subma¬ 
rine. In one of the great 
deceptions of the war, the 
corpse, which purported to be 
that of a British officer, carried 
fake plans for an Allied inva¬ 
sion of Greece in the summer 
of 1943. so disguising the true 
intention of invading Sidly. 
Handed over to the Germans 
by the Spanish, the Man Who 
Never Was fooled the Axis 
powers, who needlessly rein¬ 
forced Greece and left the 
defences of southern Sidly 
relatively unprepared. 

When the war was over, 
Taylor — by this time married 



and with a family — was 
anxious to go back to Spain to 
pursue his studies. He wrote 
to Nikolaus Pevsner and 
asked him for his advice, and 
Pevsner suggested that he go 
as soon as possible, white his 
children were still young. 

Accordingly. Taylor ser off 
with his wife Constance and 
their titree girls, all under the 
age of six, and began to study 
Andalusian Baroque architec¬ 
ture with great determination, 
gaining a PhD in the process. 

The couple both taught Eng¬ 
lish at Granada University, 
and Pevsner entrusted Taylor 
with the task of amplifying 


and translating his Outline of 
European Architecture for its 
Spanish edition, published in 
1957. 

Taylor also lectured for the 
Hispanic Sodety of America, 
and was visiting professor at 
Columbia and Yale universi¬ 
ties. It was on a lecture tour in 
1961 that he travelled to Puerto 
Rico, where lie met Luis Ferrt. 
a patron of the arts and later 
Governor of the island. Ferre 
invited him to become curator 
of the Ponce An Museum. 
Taylor travelled to Europe to 
buy works, particularly sculp¬ 
ture, of the Spanish Baroque 
and English Pre-Raphaelite 
paintings. One of his acquisi¬ 
tions was Flaming June by 
Frederic (LordJ Leighton and 
Bume Jones's painting of the 
death of King Arthur. 

Taylor wrote several books, 
including Arquitectura Anda- 
luza (197S1 and works on 
Baroque plasterwork in 
churches and on the Seri Ilian 


carver. 

His first marriage, to 
Constance Baker, which pro¬ 
duced four daughters, was 
dissolved in 1979. He then 
married Lydia Argentina 
Santos. 


MELBA'S FAREWELL. 


LAST CONCERT AT 


ON THIS DAY 


voice copious and freely flowing like 


THE ALBERT HALL. 


Parting is such sweet sorrow, but it 
was the sweetness rather than The 
sorrow which predominated at Dame 
Nellie Melba’s forewell concert at die 
Albert Hall last night. It is true that the 
two biggest arias which she chose to sing 
were ihe same songs of farewell as she 
sang at Covent Garden a few weeks ago - 
Mimi’s “Addio" from La Bohime and 
Desdemona’s “Ave Maria" from Otello, 
which are more poignant and more 
bitter than the good-bye which she 
wished to bid us last nighr. 

So not to wring our hearts over-much 
she eschewed depth of feeling, keeping 
back the bitterness of those tragic songs 
she poured out the sweetness of her 
voice. Perhaps the sentiment most fitting 
found expression in “Home Sweet 
Home" which she sang to her own 
accompaniment after many recalls. 

Beside these two arias, which have 
special associations with her name. 


June 26.1926 


Dame Nellie Melba (1861-1931) gave a 
farewell concert in the Albert Hall that 
was far from dominated by "the sadness 
of farewell " and included Home Sweet 
Home, sung to her own accompaniment. 


Dame Nellie Melba sang two arias of 
Mozart, “Voi che sapete" and ’L’Amero,” 
from II Re Pastore. in which she had the 
assistance of Mr Lionel Tertis’s sensitive 
viola obbligato. Her last contribution 
were songs to the piano accompaniment 
of Mr Harold Craxton, in which she 
induded Strauss’s ‘■Serenade," but its 
half playful, half serious mood is too 
remote from her own style to make it the 
perfect ending of a last concert. 

Mr Tettis played a number of viola 
solos. Mr John Brownlee, a bass with a 


ig nxe 

Dante Melba's own. sang a number of 
songs, and the orchestra under Sir 
Henry Weed played one or two light 
pieces that served to lend a touch of 
friendly ceremonial to the proceedings. 

The audience was large and liable to 
gusts of exdtement. A pause on a 
dominant seventh, a prolonged note of 
climax, or an abrupt cadence in the 
middle of the music, either of voice, 
viola, or orchestra, was enough to 
provoke applause. Very naturally too. 
there were many proud Australians in 
the audience whose patriotism was a 
further emotional element. There can be 
no partings without feelings, and Dame 
Nellie may well carry away into her own 
land the warm memory of Jasr night's 
leave-taking to the concert room. 

The King intimated his wish that the 
Australian Cricket Team should occupy 
the Royal Box and the Prince of Wales 
gave his box for the use of disabled 
Australian soldiers. Dame Nellie Melba 
has sent all the flora! tributes received to 
the patients of Sr George's Hospital. 


~~ -'.—v 


JH.A nerve 
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THE TIMES TODAY 


THURSDAY JUNE : 


CAMARA 


NEWS 


Blair gives ultimatum to IRA 

■ Tony Blair yesterday delivered an ultimatum to the IRA by 
announcing plans to start detailed talks on Northern Ireland’s 
future in September — with or without Sinn Fein. 

The Prime Minister wants the discussions over by May 1998, 
with any agreement being put to the people of Northern 
Ireland soon after in a referendum. He was effectively telling 
the IRA to declare a ceasefire by the end of July to have any 
chance of boarding the “peace train”...... - Pages 1,22,23 

Mir space station holed 

■ A collision in space punched a hole in the Mir space station, 

putting at risk the lives of the three cosmonauts on board, who 
were practising a docking. The unit was quickly sealed off and 
Russian mission control said that the cosmonauts, who include 
Brirish-hom Michael Foale, were safe - Pages 1.3 


Ffion resigns 

Ffion Jenkins, the fiancee of Wil¬ 
liam Hague, has resigned from 
the Civil Service only days before 
she was expected to return to her 
post serving a Labour Cabinet 
minister__Page 2 

Game to the rain 

Tile undercover heroes of Wim- 
bfedun waited nine hours before 
springing info action and remov¬ 
ing the covers. They had to get 
them buck on again within an 
hour__Pages 5.4S, 52 


Phone tapping victory 

Alison Halford, the former police 
assistant chief constable, won a 
European Court ruling over the 
tapping of her telephone which 
could herald new privacy laws in 
Britain--Page 14 


Diana’s minefield 

Diana, Princess of Wales, was 
said to be “extremely disappoint¬ 
ed and frustrated" after deciding 
to withdraw from a meeting at 
the House of Commons to discuss 
landmines....Page 6 

Value for money 

Jennie Plage, the Millennium 
Dome project's chief executive, 
defended her E5OO.0IX) salary 
package, saying she was “worth 
every penny'’.-Page7 

BA strike vote 

Holiday and business travellers' 
plans could be disrupted this 
summer after British Airways 
cabin crew voted in favour of 
strike action-Page 8 

Back from the grave 

The faces of two Egyptians who 
died almost 2,000 years ago have 
been reconstructed from their 
skulls which were excavated by 
Hinders Petrie in ISSS— Page 9 


Staying inside 

A former British soldier offered a 
conditional discharge from his 
three-year sentence in Sarajevo 
has opted to stay behind tars, 
demanding a pardon or retrial 
from the Bosnian state... Page 15 

Football protest 

With Germany bidding lo host 
the 2006 world soccer champion¬ 
ships, Hitler’s run-down Olympic 
stadium in Berlin which is meant 
to be the focus of the contest has 
provoked a row-Page 16 

Hong Kong petition 

Eight Hong Kung Chinese police 
officers with full British passports 
have petitioned the Queen to let 
them retire on full pension before 
the July I handover Page 17 

Frontiers claim 

Britain claims the Amsterdam 
treaty text has inserted conditions 
on frontiers and police demanded 
by Spain but unapproved by EU 
leaders-Pages is. 25 

Clinton’s past 

The Whitewater special prosecu¬ 
tor has expanded his inquiry into 
any extramarital relationships 
that President Clinton may have 
had.Page 19 


Cousteau joins the world of silence 


■ “Captain Jacques-Yves Cousteau has gone to the world of 
silence,” the Cousteau Foundation announced, in a reference to 
The Silent World, the celebrated oceanographer’s Oscar- 
winning 1955 documentary 1 . President Chirac mourned the 
death at S7 of “an enchanter in the tradition of ocean explorers 
whose life seems so much like a legend”.-_Pages 1,25 



’.Vivv'"'-. • ^ wnh imagination and som&jnj5»,;: ".77" 
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V- >-.T : -J horses ought to be tnade - ^ 


Members of the Household Cavalry dressed as the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse leaving their barracks yesterday to 
rehearse in Hyde Park for the Pageant of the Horse, which will be held on Saturday week in Windsor Great Paris. 


BUSINESS 


Jobs: The Government is to extend 
significantly its new jobs pro¬ 
grammes by offering all young un¬ 
employed people training and 
employers a new training subsidy 
of £750_Page 27 

Granada: Mercury Asset Manage¬ 
ment. tbe big City investor, indicat¬ 
ed it would reject a £771 million bid 
by Granada for Yorkshire Tyne- 
Tees Television__ Page 27 

Economy-' Britain's trade deficit 
widened unexpectedly in April as 
booming domestic demand sucked 

in record imports-Page 27 

Markets; The FTSE 100 index rose 
43.7 points to close at 4640.0. Ster¬ 
lings trade-weighted index fell 
from 101.6 to 101.3 after a fall from 
Si.6658 to $1.6640 and from 
DM28717 to DM2.8676— Page 30 




.SPORT 




Rugby union; Bath have the most 
demanding draw in the pool stage 
of the Heineken Cup next season. 
They must face Brive. the holders; 
and Pontypridd, the Welsh cham¬ 
pions ---Page 49 


Tennis: Monica Seles, the women's 
No 2 seed, raced to victory in just 46 
minutes against Rachel McQuillan 
in their first-round match at Wim¬ 
bledon after rain delayed the start 
of play for six hours-Page 48 

Cricket Keith Piper, the England A 
and Warwickshire wicketkeeper, 
has been fined £500 and suspended 
for failing a drugs test__Page 52 

Rugby union: leuan Evans, the Lla¬ 
nelli and Wales wing, will miss the 
British Isles* international against 
South Africa on Saturday because 
of a groin injury -.— Page 52 
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Holy vacuity! Great visual effects, 
shame about the characters and 
plot — all the technical wizardry of 
Batman & Robin cannot disguise 
the shallowness of the 
spectacle.---Page 36 


Don’t cry: Evita is out on video with 
Madonna belting out the Uoyd- 
Webber score against a thundering 
soundtrack under Alan Parker’s 
hob-nailed direction.Page 37 

American dream: The summer sea¬ 
son of the Opera Theatre of Saint 
Louis plays to packed houses hang¬ 
ing an every word — an increasing¬ 
ly rare pleasure--Page 38 

Magic show: A new interactive art 
exhibition at the Barbican invites 
visitors to play dangerous games 
with computers, videos and virtual 
reality...Page 30 



TOMORROWr 


IN THE TIMES 


■ POP 
David Sinclair 
reviews the remarkable 
new album by 
Prodigy 


■ EDUCATION 
The head of the 
Teacher Training 
Agency on plans for 
primary school teachers 


Ml 


Stroke of bad luck: “If you have an 
acute stroke, do riot Jiave it in die 
UK.” Dr Thomas Sruttaford quotes 
some startling advice—~ Page 20 
Changing places: After her hectic 
role as wife of the last Governor of 
Hong Kong, Lavender Patten is 
looking forward to being her own 
person again—_Page 21 




Hong Kong handover; Books re¬ 
flecting a British past and a Chi¬ 
nese future. And Louis de Bemteres 
on Gabriel Garda Marquez; Tobi-. 
as Hill . on . Bernard 
MacLaverty--«... pages 40.4L 


After-weeks of portraying, them¬ 
selves as talcing a highly principled 
stance in announcing that their 
Prime Minister and Secretary of 
State would boycott the swearing in 
of die provisional legislature, both 
Briatin and America have now re¬ 
vealed that they will have diplo¬ 
mats present at die ceremony. Had 
this compromise been reached ear¬ 
lier, yesterday's news might invite 
less scorn. But their attempts to 
have their cake and eat it mean 
London and Washington have for¬ 
feited any right to the moral high 
ground which they like tb dainu -r 
South China Morning Post 


27. 38. 28.40.12. 17. Bonus: 6. The 
jackpot was £5 million. 




Preview :* Vanesstt F^;..r^5hs>:w.?=, ;v - 
with WatchdogsVatueMrMoafyy 7;,7.7 J\ : > * 
(BBC1, 7pm). Review: Jbe Jps^ 1 

on Carol VordermaiL-:Page$<jg;77 7‘ ^*1 1 




r .-.y-4 1 

Amsterdam soup : 7 


This treaty is not only a 
mess but a political .feetr*; 
European derriocracy, It 
pered the task; of 
which ought' - to. fis -Ei 
nal objective 

The 




if Parliament wanl& to 
newsworthy, it 'will have . .^ 
hard, particularly while trig 
unlikely to: be the.’ 
Government losing - 
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Omnibus time 7 7 


safe, swift and" frequent 
omnibus for all. 
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CHARLES LYSAGHT 

It looks inevitable that John 
will be replaced as TaoiseachTBriV;; ■£:.? 
ain will thereby lose a Prime v ■ 

ter uniquely well disposed towar&4* 7• \* 
her and uniquely ronciliatoty-'to-v^t: •{ 
wards; the Unionists...—- 
WILLIAM REES-MOGG 
New Labour wfll face some' sHo^7f*'7v^ 
in its period of office; a Wafi Stte&'7 
shock is likely . to-ie . 
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MAGNUS UNKLATER- 

Can Clare Short ignore the oittqj^^V’-.-7 1 
from British companies ; 

changes track on overseas aid? She. 77 ; 7j jj 
should do just that—^ Page S - 

PETER RIDDELL J 

WiUiam Hague has a problem.The.-... .“77 
“majority erf- the public 
know what to-make of him. Page 

JOHN BRYANT 

The thump of - scorching aces at j. ‘T 
Wimbledon is oneof the traditi^al. V : 7 nf 
sounds of summer. Sd, inGn^^n^-7 “ 
ly; is thechoruspf complah^s that “r7-/i 
the high-speed servers are ripping r_- : : 
tennis PageSOL-.-J; 
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BW 


Jacques-Yyes Cousteau. undaCTva-v;--.-i= 
ter explorer arKi, hlm-maken ? l&Be T 
TBQter,^Hisiranidst-^^._|b^ : 25. 


The future of the RAF; the Coh^r-77 7'’ 1 
vative Party; the Fqnh .Brjdg^ 7:’ ; 
police discipline M Page 23 - 
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^ FORECAST;~ 


□ Outlook: dull, wet and cool again 
over ail eastern 3nd central parts of 
England and Wales, some rain heavy 
with thunder Chill north wind, bright 
spells in parts of Kent and East Anglia 
Rest of UK should have bright spells 
and showers, fresh north wind. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Central S England, E Midlands, E 
England, W Midlands, Central N 
England, NE England: cloudy and 
cool with rajn, heavy at times. Max 
16C |61 F). 

□ Channel Isles, SW England, S 
Wales, N Wales, NW England, 
Lake District, Isle of Man: variable 
cloud, sunny spells, showers. Cool 
Max 17C (63F) 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 


Aberdeen, Central Highlands, Mo¬ 
ray Firth, NE Scotland. NW Scot¬ 
land, Orkney: cloudy, cool with 
showers and bright intervals. Max 14C 
I57R. 

Osvi 


1 SW Scotland, Glasgow, Argyll, 
N Ireland: sunny spelts and scattered 
showers Cool. Ma* 16C {61FV 

□ Shetland: cool with sunny spells 
and isolated showers. Max 11C (52F). 

□ Outlook for Friday and Sat¬ 
urday: further rarn in the south and 
east Sunny spells in west, but 
remaining showery A little warmer 
everywhere on Saturday.. 

□ Pollen; Counts will be low in most 
areas but wit) rise to moderate in dry 
spells in west. {Supplied by Pollen 
Research Unrtl 
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ACROSS 

I Quirt came of card* (5f. 

4 Bar allowed lo bring in second 
press agent (91. 

9 Informed, we think, on dev¬ 
elopment (2^.4). 

10 Enemy tug spoken of still (5). 

11 Highly significant demolition of 
two hearts — it’s no good (5-10). 

12 This heau could turn out to be 
married (7). 

14 Person someone was willing to 
help? Not him (7). 

16 Allowing uam-leadcr to he 
considered (71. 

19 Vitamin Nve called for! ( 1 ). 

21 For two pins, provide cover ami 
lake control (4-3.S). 

23 Let the French back down (5). 

24 Dr. Ellis — he takes a turn around 
deck (9). 


25 Cat's-paw has to act cau(!ou»[v {9). 

26 Purruf that’s beginning to make a [ 

comeback in mountainous rcsinn ' 
(5). * s 
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DOWN 

1 European nibhfed round a little 
fish (9). 

2 Cockney’s suggestion to lad;, and 
gentleman U only prori>.ional |7), 

3 Committee ilwt camouflages its 
effect heness (51. 

4 Aggressive type offering drink to 
mnnanrh D. 

5 Trap set up w jth long entrance IT;. 

6 Mischievous child on playground 
is extremely rude anti rough {9). 

7 Greatly admire Matilda's confes¬ 
sion about son (7). 

S Whip up drama abroad in great 
surroundings (5). 

13 Fix one sun of match at once (5.4 k 

15 He organised household un¬ 
usually — she cl«m> (9). 

17 They give infallible advice when 
boats don’t start (7). 

IS In the ring, relumed lo il (71. 

19 Circus performer with dram 
about to turn up (71- 

20 With more grass about. Edith 
runs (7). 

21 Curlew starts off with! unity any 
upper plumage (51- 

22 In the dark, find somewhere to 
sleep in Paris (5‘. 
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Ai.kXjo 

AnTOlffl 

AVet drvi 

Alatcrs 

Amsi'dm 

Athena 

BAiroa 
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Boots directors awarded £600,000 in bonus scheme 


Eft Carl Mortis itE0 

DIRECTORS ol Boots gained al- 
mu>r £600,000 from a short-term 
bonus scheme that rewards direc- 
lors even if they fail to meet 
budgeted profit ’ forecasts. The 
scheme paid Lord Blyih. Boots's 
chief executive, a bonus of £181,000 
last year, increasing his pay pack¬ 
age 18 per cent, from £595.000 to 
£(01,000. in the year to March 31. 

In addition. Lord Biyth was 


awarded a bonus of £157.000 under 
the company's long-term bonus 
plan and he exercised options over 
shares to realise a gain of £396,000. 
His total financial gain over the 
year, including salary, bonuses and 
share options, was £125 million. 

According to The Boots Compa¬ 
ny's annual report, the short-term 
bonus scheme rewards executive 
directors "by reference to challeng¬ 
ing bur achievable forecasts". The 
performance criterion last year was 


profit after tax and the accounts 
indicate that a bonus of 10 per cenr 
of salary is payable on achieving 
just 95 per cent of the profit after tax 
budget: 25 per cent is payable on 
achieving the budget and 35 per cent 
is awarded for performance 10 per 
cent ahead of budget. 

Last year, the executive directors 
were awarded the maximum bonus 
of 35 per cent of salary when the 
company raised its post-tax profit 
excluding exceptional items, by 9.4 


per cent to £361 million. Boots 
refused to reveal what its profit 
forecast was in the last financial 
year but. assuming the company 
merely passed the 10 per cent over 
budget hurdle. Boots was forecast¬ 
ing post-tax profits up by S.5 per 
cent. A spokesman far Boots said 
the bonus scheme was intended to 
reward executives if they get within 
the range of the profit target. 

Boots's internal forecasts were 
probably mure conservative than 


City analysts' who found their 
earnings per share predictions 
matched or marginally surpassed 
by the level of actual earnings 
announced by Boots last month. 

The Boots short-term bonus 
scheme is unlikely to satisfy the 
corporate governance lobby which 
expects bonuses to be awarded on 
the basis of demanding targets. 

Anne Simpson of Pirc. the pen¬ 
sion fund consultancy, said that 
bonuses should be awarded for out- 


performance She said: “You get 
your salary- for doing your job 
moderately well, which includes 
hitting your budger. Directors will 
be asking for a bonus for gerrine our 
of bed next." Ms Simpson said ihe 
question was whether the budget 
was a target that stretched the 
executives. ''There are as many 
problems with remuneration today 
as there were two years ago." 

Commentary, page 29 


Brown to 
broaden 
scope of 
‘welfare 
to work’ 


By Phtup Bassett, industrial editor 


TONY WHITE 


f :•/: 


V 


THE Government is to ext¬ 
end significantly its new jobs 
programmes by offering all 
young unemployed people 
training and employers a 
new training subsidy of £750. 

Gordon Brown, the Chan¬ 
cellor, will announce details of 
the extended New Deal jobs 
programme in his first Budget 
next week. But the net effect of 
the move could be to offer 
places to young people on the 
jobs scheme for nine months 
or more, instead of the six 
months originally envisaged. 

In talks with business lead¬ 
ers at No II Downing Street 
yesterday, die Chancellor con¬ 
firmed that die centrepiece of 
next week's Budget will be the 
Government's New Deal wel- 
fanno-work programme for 
the young and long-term un¬ 
employed. Under the terms of 
the programme, employers 
caking on an unemployed 
young person will be paid a 
weekly subsidy of £60 a head 
for six months, and £75 for 
long-term unemployed adults. 

But the Budget will also 
make dear that die New Deal 
programme for die young 
unemployed will also contain 
two new elements — a “gate¬ 
way" scheme to train young 
people for the jobs they will do 
with employers taking part in 
the overall programme, and a 
new additional £750 a head 
subsidy to employers to meet 
training costs. 

Ministers believe that the 
total costs will be contained in 
the £3 billion which David 
Blunkett the Education and 
Employment Secretary, an¬ 
nounced yesterday has been 
■earmarked for the New Deal 
programmes from the money 
to be raised from the windfall 
tax on privatised utilities. 

' Under the planned gateway 
programme, every unem¬ 
ployed youngster taking- up a 
place on the New Deal jobs 
scheme will first be assessed 
and, if necessary, trained to 
-prepare them. 

The maximum length of the 
gateway programme is under¬ 
stood to be three months. 
Taken with the six months of 
the New Deal scheme itself, it 
will take youngsters’ time on 
• the overall programme to nine 
months. Further moves could 
even take the total time on the 
programme up to a full year. 
The Government is to require 


employers to offer either on- 
the-job training or day-release 
working towards an accredit¬ 
ed qualification. 

Both moves are likely to 
increase sharply the take-up 
by companies of the scheme, 
which will start with pilot 
programmes in January in 15 
areas around the country, and 
will then begin in earnest in 
April next year. 

Mr Brown said it was now 
time to “break the vicious 
downward cycle" of unskilled 
youngsters spending a lifetime 
out of work. He emphasised 
that there would be no option 
available for young people 
“staying at home, doing noth¬ 
ing". Britain needed to “re¬ 
build the welfare state around 
tile work ethic". 

Business largely gave a 
warm welcome to the propos¬ 
als. John Neill, chief executive 
of Unipart, said his company 
would take on young people 
under the scheme and said 
there was a warm reaction 
from business leaders towards 
it David Sains bury, chairman 
of J Salisbury, the retail group, 
endorsed Mr Brown’s plans, 
while John. Roberts, chief exec¬ 
utive of the Post Office, ap¬ 
plauded the Government for 
> to business. 



Sir Ian Prosser, left, and Sir Richard Green bury leave yesterday's meeting at No II 


Economists surprised 
as trade gap widens 


By Alasdair Murray 


BRITAIN’S trade deficit wid¬ 
ened unexpectedly in April as 
booming domestic demand 
nicked in a record level of 
imports. 

But exports also grew to 
record levels suggesting that 
the the manufacturing sector 
is learning how to deal with 
the strong pound. 

The global trade gap in¬ 
creased to £961 million in 
April compared ■ with £671 
million the previous month. 
The non-EU deficit for May 
also widened to £563 million 
.from £425 miIlion in April. 

Total imports rose 92 per 
cent to £15,6 billion while 
exports grew. 72 per cent to 
£14.7 billion. 

Economists were divided on . 
whether the deficit will widen 


in the coining months. David 
Bloom, UK economist at 
James Capel, said the pound 
was not having the expected 
“depressing influence" on ex¬ 
ports because of a pick-up in 
world trade. He said that if 
this trend continued “it could 
destroy the main pillar of the 
growth slowdown median-. 
ism, faltering export growth". 

But Simon Briscoe, director 
of research at Nikko Europe, 
gave warning that if imports 
continue to grow and the 
pound finally begins to hit 
exports the deficit could widen 
to an extent that worries the 
market 

. Separate data yesterday 
showed the EU* harmonised 
measure for UK inflation im-‘ 
changed at 1.6 per cent 


Standard life loses 
second top executive 


By Caroline Merrell 


STANDARD LIFE, one of the 
UK's biggest life insurance 
companies, has been hit by the 
departure of a second high- 
ranking executive in less than 
a week. 

Benny Higgins, general 
manager of sales, considered a 
likely successor to. take over 
from Scott Bell, 56, group 
managing director, has re¬ 
signed from the mutal organ¬ 
isation, for u personal 
reasons". He declined to com¬ 
ment oh his resignation, but 
said that he had another job to 
which to ga the details of 
which would be announced in 
a few week's time. 

Mr Higgins became head of 
the company’s sales division 
in November last year. He 
was previously assistant gen¬ 


eral manager of the division, 
and has ban at the company 
for 14 years. 

Earlier this week, John 
Thomson, Standard Life’s 
chief investment manager, re¬ 
signed after a boardroom 

disagreement over haw the 

company ran its operations. 
Like Mr Higgins, Mr Thom¬ 
son had been in his job for less 
than a year. Mr Higgins said 
that their departures were 
unconnected. 

Standard Life claims that it 
is committed to remaining a 
mutual organisation. How¬ 
ever, some observers believe 
that after the successful flota¬ 
tion of Norwich Union, pres¬ 
sure could increase for the 
company to follow it down the 
path to conversion. 


MAM unlikely to back Granada’s YTTV offer 


By Eric Reguly 

iRCURY Asset Management, 
eft backed Granada's bids for both 
T and Forte, yesterday indicated 
:it would reject the hotel and tdetf- 
i group’s £771 million agreed offer 
Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television, 
ch was formally tabled yesterday, 
lowever, it appeared that most 
ihitional shareholders wfll accept 
offer, which is pitched at £11.75 a 


share. MAM is believed to have 
bought much of its 5 per cent stake in 
YTTV at £12 a share. 

Ward Thomas, YTTV’s chairman, 
urged MAM to accept the bid. He 
said; *1 think they will vote against it 
They may be foolish to hold out 
because I would have thought a 
counter bid unlikely.” 

United News & Media, Ihe tele-, 
vision and newspaper group that 
owns Mjpqr cent of YTTV, is thought to 


be the only possible counter bidder. 
Mr Thomas raised hopes that Grana¬ 
da would pay more than the current 
offer when he suggested this year that 
YTTV was worth £17 a share. He has 
since admitted that his comment was 
designed to goad Gerry Robinson, 
Granada’s chairman. 

Mr Robinson called Granada's offer 
"extremely fair", given the state of - the 
1TV market in general and YTTV in 
particular. Independent studies have 


predicted that increased competition 
will reduce I TV’s share of total TV 
advertising revenue from 69 pe r cen t 
last year to 55 per cent in 2003. YTTV. 
in a trading statement said it expected 
a disappointing second quarter, with 
weak advertising revenue and failure 
to increase market share. 

Granada expects to save as much as 
£20 million a year by merging Grana¬ 
da TV and YTTV. YTTV shares closed 
at £1157'ey. up 2bp. 


Memo to EDS 
staff: is your 
workmate really 
necessary? 


By Jason Nissfe 


EDS, the American technol¬ 
ogy consultancy with-govern¬ 
ment contracts worth more 
than £250 million a year, has 
asked its staff to suggest jabs 
that can be “eliminated" as 
part of a purge to nit its 
workforce in Europe by 2.000. 

In a memo to all 22.CHX1 of 
EDS’s European employees — 
10.000 of whom are in the UK 
— John Bareman. chairman of 
the Europe. Middle East and 
Asia region of EDS. says that 
the group is cutting 7,000 to 
9,000jobs worldwide and that 
about 2,000 of those will be in 
die European region. 

The memo, leaked to the 
trade magazine Computer 
Weekly, continues: “We need 
to hear from you. If you know 
of a position which can be 
eliminated, a contractor who 
can be replaced by an EDS 
employee or an open job that 
need not be filled, speak up. 
You need m be involved in 
slimmbig the organisation, 
because it’s your own job 
you're preserving." 

Mark Fox, EDS's European 
corporate communications 
manager, denied that the 
memo asked staff to point out 
those who were not working 
hard enough so that they 
could be removed. He said 


that the group had 2.800 
vacancies and 1.500 outside 
contractors working for it. 

"What Mr Bateman is ask¬ 
ing is if you see a position that 
does not need to be done, point 
this out," said Mr Fox. “I have 
four open positions in my de¬ 
partment Do i need to fill 
these posts?" 

EDS's staff in the UK has 
trebled in the past five years, 
largely through its success in 
winning outsourcing con¬ 
tracts. notably for the Govern¬ 
ment. It is working on projects 
for the Inland Revenue and 
the Department of Social Sec¬ 
urity and has just been chosen 
to lead a £53 million project to 
upgrade air-traffic control 
over the North Atlantic. 

Last year the Commons 
Public Accounts Committee 
raised concern about the 
quantity of com rams awarded 
to EDS. More than half of all 
information-technology busi¬ 
ness outsourced by govern¬ 
ment departments is now 
placed with EDS. 

In spite of the success in the 
LJK. EDS's shares have per¬ 
formed poorly on Wall Street, 
falling from $63 last year to a 
low of $3250. its recent first- 
quarter figures showed a fall 
in earnings of II per cent. 
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Wessex plea 

Wessex Water made a last- 
minute plea that the windfall 
tax should not penalise 
companies that are good 
performers. Nick Hood, 
chairman, said calculations 
should be based on the 
value of companies 
immediately after 
privatisation. Page 2S 

Ionica 

lonica, the telephony 
company that operates in the 
East of England and the 
Midlands, said it intends to 
seek foreign partners in an 
effort to develop a significant 
overseas business. 
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Limit fears 
decline 
in future 
trading 


THE 


TIMES THURSDAY JUNE 26 1997: 


By Adam Jones 


LIMIT, the largest Lloyd’s of 
London investment trust, yes¬ 
terday gave a warning to 
investors that trading might 
deteriorate steadily over the 
next four years. 

However, the receipt of the 
first underwriting profits con¬ 
tributed towards a quadru¬ 
pling of the total dividend. 

So far investors in Limit, 
which is also the largest 
underwriting Lloyd's mem¬ 
ber, have received dividends 
only on the investment income 
earned by funds deposited at 
the insurance market. 

The underwriting profits re¬ 
late to I9Q4 performance 
because of the market’s tradi¬ 
tional three-year accounting 
delay. Limit made a profit 


League 
reaffirms 
deal with 
BSkyB 

By Jason Nissfe 

THE FA Premier League 
yesterday reaffirmed its 
commitment to see 
through the £670 million 
contract with BSkyB. 
which is 40 per cent owned 
by News International, the 
owner of The Times. The 
deal, which covers the live 
transmission of top-flight 
football on the satellite TV 
service, was signed a year 
ago and lasts until the end 
of the 2000/2001 season. 

Peter Leaver. QC chief 
executive of the league, 
rejected suggestions that 
he was pressing to end the 
contract so that matches 
could be shown on a pay- 
per-view basis from the 
beginning of the 
1999/2000 season. 

“The FA Premier League 
and BSkyB have had a 
very good relationship 
since the FA Premier 
League was set up and. 
despite the speculation, 
there is no weakening of 
the link," Mr Leaver said. 

"The simple position is 
that our new four-year deal 
with BSkyB is a binding 
agreement which comes 
into place at the start of the 
1997/9S season. There is no 
break clause and no ques¬ 
tion of terminating that 
agreement before 2001. nor 
is there any meeting 
planned to discuss such 
possibilities." 


before tax of £70.3 million, 
compared with £13 million 
previously. 

Earnings from the manag¬ 
ing agencies of Bankside and 
Jan son Green contributed 
till million, with another 
£16.4 million coming from 
investment income. 

The majority shareholdings 
in Bankside and Janson 
Green were acquired during 
the year. Limit also increased 
its minority investments in 
other Lloyd’s of London vehi¬ 
cles. both dedicated and inte¬ 
grated. by £6.9 million. 

The fund recorded a maiden 
underwriting profit of £515 
million, representing a 102 
per cent return on underwrit¬ 
ing capacity and a larger 
figure than was expected in 
some quarters. 

The underwriting result, in 
a near-record year for Lloyd's 
profits, is after a contribution 
to the market’s special fund, 
but before an £85 million 
provision set aside against 
ongoing losses on weak 
syndicates. 

Jonathan Agnew. chairman 
and a shortlisted candidate for 
the chairmanship of Lloyd’s, 
said that the comparable un¬ 
derwriting return was expect¬ 
ed to be more than 8 per cent 
in 1995, on allocated ca parity 
of E580 million. 

He added: “The increasing¬ 
ly competitive conditions for 
the 1996 underwriting account 
will result in a materially 
lower return on the direct 
allocated capacity of £610.3 
million." 

Limit is hopeful of a “small 
positive return" on its £6145 
million capacity in 1997. likely 
to be augmented by the partial 
return of special fund contri¬ 
butions for 1994 and 1995. 

Mr Agnew added: "The 
board has no reason to believe 
that conditions will improve in 
1998. and they may continue to 
deteriorate." 

Limit’s administrative ex¬ 
penses include directors' bo¬ 
nuses that may be worth up to 
£550.000 in total, relating to 
two years' performance. 

The year's profits were fur¬ 
ther boosted by a £1.7 million 
exchange rate gain after hedg¬ 
ing dollar exposure. 

On September 19, a special 
dividend of 6p is due to be 
paid, in addition to a final 
dividend of 4.25p, making a 
total of I2p (3.4p) for the year. 

A special dividend is also 
expected next year, but subse¬ 
quent dividends, coming in a 
trough in the global insurance 
market, will aim to beat a 
smaller op benchmarL 

The shares increased 25p ro 
I34.5p. 



Direct Line 
pioneer 
tries sequel 


Peter Wood is leaving Royal Bank of Scotland to develop direct insurance in the US 


Irish growth fuels 
skill-shortage fear 

From Eileen McCabe in Dublin 


Lottery regulator 
eyes new sanctions 


By Jon Ashworth 


THE high level of job creation 
in the Irish Republic could 
soon result in a skills shortage, 
according to the chief execu¬ 
tive of the Industrial Develop¬ 
ment Agency. 

Speaking yesterday at the 
launch of the IDA’s annual 
report, Kieran McGowan 
gave warning that a radical, 
coordinated approach by gov¬ 
ernment agencies, training au¬ 
thorities and industry is 
needed to ensure that the 
republic continues to be an 
attractive location for foreign 
investment. 

Mr McGowan also advised 
ihe republic’s new govern¬ 
ment, which is expected to 
take office today, that funding 
should be released immediate¬ 


ly for several new training 
initiatives designed to meet 
the growing demand for work¬ 
ers with technical and lan¬ 
guage skills. 

~ The IDA last year attracted 
200 foreign investment 
projects, which together creat¬ 
ed more than 1,000 jobs a 
month. At the end of 1996, 
more than 1,047 IDA-assisted 
companies were providing 
97,000 jobs in the Republic. 
Mr McGowan said that the 
average cost per job to the IDA 
was I r£11,920 last year, its 
lowest ever. 

Mr McGowan said that he 
expected the electronics, soft¬ 
ware, teleservice and back- 
office sectors to be rhe main 
new job providers this year. 


PETER DAVIS, the National 
Lottery regulator, is likely to 
call for the power to impose 
fines on Caraelot, when he 
issues his annual report today. 

Mr Davis, who has sought to 
distance himself from the lot¬ 
tery operator, amid sugges¬ 
tions that he has nut been 
tough enough, is eager to have 
a wider range of sanctions at 
his disposal. This would in¬ 
clude the ability to impose fines 
for repeated licence breaches. 

At present, Mr Davis can 
either issue verbal warnings 
or apply to the High Court for 
an injunction. 

During the past 12 months. 
Camelot has been criticised for 
falling behind with the instal¬ 
lation of Instants terminals — 


Financial self-regulation ‘a fiction’ 
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Alistair Darling has given notice of substantial reform 


THE current .system of self- 
regulation among financial 
services companies is “a cum¬ 
bersome and expensive fic¬ 
tion" that requires urgent 
reform. Alistair Darling. 
Chief Secretary to the Trea¬ 
sury. has told insurers. 

Regulators needed to work 
together ahead of new govern¬ 
ment legislation so that a new 
enlarged version of Ihe Secu¬ 
rities and Investments Board 
can be achieved smoothly. 

Melding together the 1.500 
members of staff who work at 
Ihe different regulator,' bod¬ 
ies will be the first job of 
Howard Davies, who suc¬ 
ceeds Sir Andrew Large as 
chairman of the SIB next 


By Marianne Curpiiey 

month. Mr Darling told an 
audience of life insurers in 
London yesterday that, al¬ 
though the distinctions be¬ 
tween banks, securities firms 
and insurance companies 
were becoming blurred, they 
were regulated by a variety of 
different supervisors. 

This, he added was costly 
and needed to change. “We 
need a regulatory system to fit 
modern market's and a regula¬ 
tor with sufficient clout, reput¬ 
ation and stature to deal with 
its international counterparts." 

Mr Darling said two Bills 
would be introduced shortly 
to reform financial services 
regulation. The first the Bank 
of England Bill, is expected to 


achieve Royal Assent ar the 
beginning of next year and 
wiU shift banking supervision 
to the new supcr-51 B. 

Tile second Bill, to reform 
financial services regulation, 
will be published in draft 
form for consultation next 
summer and could become 
law in late 1999 or early 2000. 

Mr Darling said regulation 
needed to be “complementary 
In the needs of the financial 
services industry, and not a 
hindrance". The T reasury has 
acknnwleged that the work¬ 
load for the new project will 
he considerable, and Sir An¬ 
drew has been asked to draw- 
up a plan showing how the 
integration will be tackled. 



Captain Pugwash 


overseas 

By Robert Miller 

PETER WOOD, the million¬ 
aire founder of Direct Line, 
the telephone insurer, is to 
leave Royal Batik of Scotland, 
hoping to repeat his UK 
success in the United States 
and Spain. 

. Mr Wood, who is estimated 
to have earned £50 mfliion in 
bonuses from’Dirert line an 
RBS subsidiary, is to launch. 
Direct Response Corporation 
in the US in October. 

In 1994 the Direct Line 
founder was paid £2L4 mil¬ 
lion as the final instalment of 
a £42 milli on package before 
he reverted to an .annual 
salary of £350,000. uprated 
each year in. line with infla¬ 
tion. Almost eveiy UK insurer 
has tried to copy Direct Line’s 
success and low-cost base. 

Mr Wood, who will remain 
chairman of Privilege, the 
non-standard UK motor and 
home insurer, which he 
founded jointly with RBS. 
remains the second-largest 
private shareholder in RBS. 
with a stake valued at about 
£17 million. 

Mr Wood, an ardent sup¬ 
porter of the Chelsea football 
dub. said of his departure 
from RBS: "I'm an entrepre¬ 
neur and I’m looking for¬ 
ward to starting my fourth 
insurance company. 1 plan to 
keep a significant stake in 
RBS, but will sell some 
shares for pension and trust 
reasons." 

George Mathewson, the 
chief executive of RBS, said: 
"Peter and 1 both agreed that 
this was a perfectly natural 
point to leave. Our relation¬ 
ship has been an outstanding 
success and we have provided 
a great environment for an 
entrepreneur-driven person 
for 13 years." 
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a matter now rectified — and 
been accused over under-age 
ticket sales. 

Mr Davis is unlikely to 
comment in his report on the 
recent "fat cat" pay furore, 
which led to a damaging 
stand-off between Camelot 
and the Government. What 
Camelot does with its money 
is not within his remit. Came¬ 
lot has applied to rim a tele¬ 
vision game show for Instants 
winners, offering prizes of up 
to £100.000. but Mr Davis has 
yet to make a decision. 

Mr Davis has been criti¬ 
cised by MPs for accepting 
hospitality from GTech, part 
of the Camelot consortium. 
This was long after he had 
awarded Camelot its licence. 


JOHN RYAN, the creator : 

cashin. on the feme of his cartoon p .. f* Company. - 

niilfion licensing 1 

owner of Thomas the Tank Eng^ y . iQ5o, has 

been witing.in return,- 
handed the rights to Britt Aflcrottwmcn i pfcodes. 
promised to relaunch the sene^rough^n P ^ • 
After JBritt Allcroft has recovered its eojfcWMJ™ ^ 
receive at share in all profits made on the sen >The . 

stream of merchandising that is setf a ire before • 
arrangement is expected to make him a millionaire before. 

hi M® in concert vvitK John Ony^M*** J 

the family, who will produce rhe computor-ha^ senes 
that will contain a more diverse ethmc nux ofeh^acte^, 
and will be set in the Caribbean. ■ CdyDiaiy, page 

Orange sues for fraud 

ORANGE, the mobile phone group, yesterday confirmed,, 
that it is taking civil action against a former employee wnois 
suspected of defrauding the company. The emptoye^who 
whs based in Bristol, was sacked "for gross misconduct . acc 
ording to Orange. The company is investigating lrregulan- 
ries in the marketing department’s printing operation, whicn 
produces advertising and promotional material. A spokes¬ 
man for Orange said the' suspected fraud was not as large as- 
the "multimiluon pound" figure reported in the trade press. 

Chief of bank code body 

A FORMER director of the Bank of England is to head the 
independent review body to ensure that banks and 
building societies follow the new Banking Code, which 
comes into effect on July 1. The British Bankers’. 
Association said yesterday that Rodney Galpin, former 
executive director of the Bank and chairman, of Standard : 
Chartered Bank, would be chairman of the review panel, 
which will include representatives from the Consumers 
Association and the National Consumer Council. 

Retail price plea 

REMOVING recommended retail prices on electrical goods is 
as likely to mean price rises as cuts, according to a report com- _ 
missioned by the British Radio & Electronic Equipment Mann-' 
facturers. Association (Brema). The report by Business Strate ¬ 
gies, the consultancy; says there is no evidence that removing 
RRi*s would benefit the consumer. The Department of Trade 
and Industry is expected to decide soon whether to accept 
recommendations from the Monopolies “and Mergers Com T : 
mission that RRPs beabotished. Brema wants them to remain. 

Y J Lovell reduces loss 

Y J LOVELL, the construction company, returned its core.. 

businesses to profitability in the six months to March 30,' ~ 
reducing group losses to £15 million (£7.8 million loss). A 
£50 million order from Rail track lifted: its order book to 
£118 million, up from £665 milfiori previously, most 
gained as partnership arrangements rather 'than', 
competitively tendered-work. Losses eased to 5.4p (2Ip 
loss) a share* and there is no dividend. The shares dosed 
\ p up at 12*4 p. ' - 

Costs fail to halt TGI 

TGI, the loudspeaker company behind the Tannoy and 
Martin Audio-brands, lifted profits 9 per cent rise ihtheyear- 
to March 31 in spite of spending heavily on research and 
development. Pre-tax profit rose to £2.4 million, from £2-2 ■ 
million, on turnover up to £515 million, from £44 million. 
R&D spending was £1.4 million as abour 50 newprbducts 
were launched. 1X31 is planning 20 to30 new products in the, 
current year. Earnings per share were 9.3p (8.8p). A final 
dividend oT 2.35p (22p), due on August 22. makes' 3.5p (32p). 

United News buoyant 

UNITED NEWS & MEDIA, rhe television, newspaper and 
exhibitions group, said trad ing in the first half of the year had 
been in tine wiih expectations "with strong performance 
across the group". The company said advertising revenues at 
its Anglia and Meridian ITV franchises had been "buoyant", 
but that nvs advertising share had been affected by the 
April launch of Channel 5. United has a 29 per cent stake in 
Channel 5. The continued strength of sterling had only a 
"modest" effect on trading in the first half. United said. 

Wescol buys Glosford 

WESCOL, the structural steel company, is buying Glosford 
Holdings for £6.3S million in cash and shares. Glosford. a 
private company based in Worcester, operates in similar 
markets and the two companies have collaborated on 
projects. Wescol has been performing strongly at home and 
abroad and it believes that the acquisition will provide the 
larger and more flexible production capacity essential for 
winning big contracts. Kennerh Jones, who founded Glosford , 
m I9S0 and is its managing director, will join Wescol’s board, | 

ACT Budget plea 

THE National Association of Pension Funds (NAPF) has 
appealed tojony Blutr not to allow ihe Chancellor to reduce 

a ,' he crei ? ,t on aJvan « corporation tax (ACT) in 
his Budget next week. Ann Robinson, its director-general 
said such a move “would certainly impact on manv 
companies but would have more serious long-term effects on 
the incomes of millions of individuals". The NAPF has argued 
die pension fund exempnon from ACT is clawed tack byt£ 
Treaxun when pensioners begin to draw a monthly income. | 
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T he new team at the Trea¬ 
sury has taken to the 
chance of regulating the 
finance industry with all the 
vigour that a Master of Fox¬ 
hounds would bring to whip¬ 
ping-in hunt saboteurs. Their 
enthusiasm for the task has the 
smirk of self-righteousness. On 
Monday, Helen Liddell, die Eco¬ 
nomic Secretary, publicly car¬ 
peted Sedgwick and Legal & 
General for falling short on the 
men culpa quotient and yes¬ 
terday Chief Secretary Alistair 
Darling had his say. 

It was management that was 
to blame for die industry's fail¬ 
ures, he interned, finding . it 
impossible to resist reference to 
personal pensions mis-selling. 
“A good management doesn't 
need to be told how to run a 
profitable and ethical company," 
he said, before going on to offer a 
few helpful tips. 

But the Government may soon 
be grateful for a few manage¬ 
ment tips itself. For while Mr 
Darling's main purpose in his 
speed! yesterday was to talk 
about die Super-SJB that is to be 
established to regulate the finan¬ 
cial services industry, he was 
light on the detail of how this 
giant is to be managed. 

Even those practitioners who 
accept the need for a new 
regulatory framework, and that 
seems to be the majority, have 
fears about how it will operate. 


The smirk behind Super-SIB 


not to mention profits. But such 


They are particularly concerned 
about die chaos that could arise 
during the interim period when 
individual regulators are sub¬ 
sumed into die new authority. 

Formal integration of the 
SROs into the Super-SIB will not 
be completed until late 1999 or 
early 2000. 

The Bill that will pave the way 
for this will not be published for 
consultation until summer of 
next year. Yet in the meantime, 
says Mr Darling, the regulators 
are already beavering away to 
plan the practical aspects of 
reform. 

Cynics from the business 
world will suspect that tilis 
scenario could allow bureaucrats 
to become engrossed in such vital 
details as the placing of desks 
and the wording on the letter¬ 
heads. while a few wide boys 
were left to room free among the 
unsuspecting punters who would 
buy a pension from a bookie who 
tola them it was a guaranteed 
winner for retirement. 

Howard Davies has a for¬ 
midable task in bringing to¬ 
gether the new regulator ana the 
people to run it. And while he 
gets on with that, he is likely to 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


find the Government building up 
a list of things that need atten¬ 
tion. Mr Darling, for instance, 
wants the regulators to take a 
look at the commission struc¬ 
tures that might be thought to 
encourage hungry salesmen to 
flog the occasional inappro¬ 
priate, but expensive, financial 
product 

Inntrepreneurial 
opening in prospect 

C ould the dire saga of 
lnntrepreneur be about to 
come to an end? The pub 
company has heaped misery 
upon tenants and owners alike 
but the word is that venture 
capitalists are beginning to look 
enthusiastically on the business. 
The joint owners. Grand Metro¬ 
politan and Fosters, the Austra¬ 
lian brewer, would be likely to 


greet any reasonable offer with 
unseemly gratitude. 

In theory, the company has 
been heading, bumpily, towards 
stock market flotation, but Fos¬ 
ters recently indicated that it 
would prefer an early release 
from this Courage relic. 

Inntrepreneur’s unhappy hist¬ 
ory has made it the brunt of 
numerous attacks by publicans, 
attracted a stream of potentially 
ruinous legal actions and 
brought it into the bad books of 
Nigel Griffiths, the Consumer 
Affairs Minister. But brush away 
the past and there is a company 
with dose to 3,000 pubs ana 
turnover of more than £1 billion. 
The scope to improve on last 
year's measly £10 million profit is 
enough to attract die more 
imaginative financiers stalking 
the City in search of deals. 

Valuations on the business 
start around £600 million but. 


given the fancy tarings awarded 
to pub companies such as JD 
Wetherspoon at the moment, the 
estimates escalate to double that. 
The imponderable is the extent of 
the outstanding liability an ail 
the legal actions. 

The scale of financial failures 
that hit lnntrepreneur tenants 
was the dearest indication of a 
company whose terms of trade 
were drafted with but one benefi¬ 
ciary in mind. Aggrieved pub¬ 
licans have joined forces to fight 
lnntrepreneur in the courts, and 
have talked of damages that 
could top £500 mUliortBut the 
indications from Brussels are 
that a crucial contention in their 
case, that their leases were illegal 
under European competition 
law, might not stand up. 

If tiie threat of never-ending 
legal action and unquantifiable 
damages can be put to one side, 
lnntrepreneur becomes instantly 


more desirable. And the com- 
•pany has been doing its bit by 
encouraging publicans to sign up 
to a new working arrangement 
that is to their mutual benefit 
Industry-followers believe that 
the plan is a sensible prototype 
for pub companies of the future. 
Just the thing for a venture 
capitalist to pounce upon. 

First direct line 
is a logical link 

F ew people' can claim to 
have had such an impact 
(Hi the financial services 
industry as Peter Wood. The 
unassuming founder of Direct 
Line has quite literally trans¬ 
formed the way ire which in¬ 
surance is sola. Now Virgin 
Direct and others have taken a 
leaf out of his book to use the 
telephone to purvey mortgages 
ana other general investments 
such as personal equity plans. 
The Royal Bank of Sixrtfand can 
also take credit for giving such a 
free thinking and restless en¬ 
trepreneur enough leeway to get 
on and grow the business. Such 
faith has been repaid in spades 


on RBS for other reasqns. 

City remains convinced' that 
HSBC Holdings, owner of Mid¬ 
land Bank, is poised to bid for 
RBS, with a fall back of trying for 
Abbey National. 

* HSBC’s logic is hard to fault. 
By buying RBS it would have 
Direct Line, the most successful 
insurer of its kind to link up with 
First Direct its banking counter¬ 
part owned by Midland.' Simi¬ 
larly, HSBC's Marine Midland 
operation on the East coast of the 
United States would complement 
KBS'S Citizens savings and loam 
business also on the East coast. 
Of all the strange banking bed¬ 
fellows being touted around the 
Sguare Mile, the HSBC'link-dip 
with RBS has the most sensible 
ring about it 

Putting in the boot 

IF, as is rumoured, the Chan¬ 
cellor is looking at ways of letting 
the Exchequer take a heavier 
slice of “fat cat" bonuses, the 
details of the Boots scheme are 
likely to encourage him in his 
endeavours. A bonus earned by 
failure to hit budgets is as 
spurious as a guaranteed bonus. 
If companies are squeamish 
about admitting to the salaries 
they intend paying, they should 
rethink the amount, not call it 
something else. 
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Bottle bank: David McCall chairman of Greene King: “The results from the enlarged group prove that we can hack it as a management team" 
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Windfall tax plea against 
penalising good performers 


Bv Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 
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WESSEX WATER yesterday 
made a last-minute plea to the 
Treasury that the windfall tax 
should not penalise com¬ 
panies that are • good 
performers. 

With the tax about to be 
outlined in next week's Bud¬ 
get, Nick Hood, chairman, 
has urged the Treasury TO base 
calculations on the value of 
companies immediately after 
privatisation rather than now. 

But analysts believe that it is 
highly unlikely that such a 
route will be taken as one of 
^ the grounds on which the tax 
▼ has been defended is that the 
utilities were sold coo cheaply. 

Mr Hood argues that a 
share price for companies six 
months after privatisation 
would be a better measure 
than recent prices. 

He said: “After eight years 
there is a lot of confusion and 
other factors m the price." 
Wessex -and all other water 
companies were floated at 
240p. Yesterday its price was 
Ip down at 3S5^a. Wessex, has 
had a share split and a capital 
restructuring so a comparable 
value would be about 772p. 

' The company's pre-tax prof¬ 
its- for the year to March 31 
rose 8 per cent to £145 million. 
The final, dividend of 123p is 
due on. October 1, making a 
total of I8p, up from I52p in 
the previous year. Earnings 
rose, from 47 Jp p5Z2p. 

Mr Hood, along with most 


utility chiefs, has been keen to 
emphasise to the Treasury the 
difference in performance and 
shareholder returns between 
the companies. The many 
appeals for individual treat¬ 
ment highlight the difficulty 
for the Chancellor in crafting a 
methodology that will apply 
equally to all the companies to 
be hit by the tax. 

. Mr Hood, whose company 
has not suffered losses on 
diversification and which is 
regarded as a good performer 


within the industry, said: 
“Companies which have not 
had to bear exceptional provi¬ 
sions for non-core activities 
and which haven't had to 
suffer restructuring costs 
should nor suffer from the tax 
because their performance is 
better." 

Analysts are expecting Wes¬ 
sex to be hit with a windfall tax 
bill of about £60 million. 

The company has not ruled 
out further shareholder re¬ 
turns after the windfall tax 


and has a mandate to buy 
back up to 10 per cent of its 
shares. Earlier this year it 
completed a £185 million 
buyback With gearing of 37 
per cent if preference shares 
are taken into account, it has 
plenty of room to gear up. The 
company believes that it can 
stretch to 100 per cent gearing 
if shareholder returns or ac¬ 
quisitions trigger a need. 

Wessex followed the aggres¬ 
sive dividend policy of after 
water companies by raising its 


payment for the year 18 per 
cent Mr Hood said that the 
rise was fuelled by non-core 
operations and cutting costs in 
the core business. The divi¬ 
dend increase was also exag¬ 
gerated by the share buyback 
Wessex had pledged to cut 
leakages, currently at 23 per 
cent, to J5 per cent soon into 
the next century. Mandatory 
leakage targets are to be 
implemented by the Govern¬ 
ment after its recent summit 
with the water companies. 


Brewer’s 
results 
boosted 
by Magic 
formula 

By Dominic Walsh 


THE £200 million acquisition 
of the Magic Pub Company 
boosted Greene King, the 
regional brewer, which yester¬ 
day unveiled annual pre-tax 
profits up 49 per cent, to £36.7 
million, before one-off items. 

At the time of the purchase 
of the 260-strong group last 
July there were suggestions 
that the East Anglia-based 
brewer was paying too full a 
(nice. However, brokers react¬ 
ed positively to yesterday’s 
figures, marking the shares 
up 2bp to 650p. 

The company has already 
converted 10 managed houses 
to the popular Hungry Horse 
concept developed by Magic 
Pub. and in some cases turn¬ 
over has doubled in the new 
format A further 17 conver¬ 
sions are envisaged in the 
current financial year. 

Magic Pub’s 43-week con¬ 
tribution to turnover amount¬ 
ed to £803 million—up II per 
cent — with food sales jump¬ 
ing 20 per cent to £17.9 
million. That helped to push 
Greene King’s total turnover 
in tiie 52 weeks to May 3 to 
£253.6 million, up from £165 
million in the previous 53- 
week financial period. 

The company took an ex¬ 
ceptional charge of £16 mil¬ 
lion, of which £2 million was 
the cost of integrating the 
Magic Pub business. About 
E14 million was the result of 
overhauling its brewing and 
distribution costs, which saw 
the closure of its brewery in 
Biggleswade. Bedfordshire, 
with 132 redundancies. 

A final dividend' of ll-6p 
makes I635p for the year, up 
12 per cent 
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SkyePharma makes 
‘Prozac advance’ 


ByPaulDurman 


SKYEPHARMA, the drug 
development company, is un¬ 
derstood to have produced an 
improved version of Prozac, 
Eli Lilly’s $2 billion-selling 
anti-depressant. ■ 
Confirmation is likely tins 
year when it files for regula¬ 
tory approval. The improved 
drug would have reduced side- 
effects and last longer, and 
would be the most important 
drug to emerge from 
SkyePharma's "black box", 
the secret project undertaken 
by Jago. its Swiss-based drug 
delivery arm. 


With a 3 percent royalty, an 
improved Prozac could be 
worth £36 million a year to 
SkyePharma, which lost £113 
million last year. The new 
product is unlikely to be 
available before 1999. 

□ Brightstone Pharma, Skye¬ 
Pharma *£ American subsid¬ 
iary, has filed for US food and 
drug administration approval 
of lopamidol, an imaging 
agent used in x-ray diagnosis. 
lopamidol is a generic version 
. of Isovue. a $360 million druj 
that lost its patent at 
last year. 


Vets’ supplier 
sold by Gehe 

GEHE. the German pharma¬ 
ceuticals company that bought 
Uoyds Chemists earlier this 
year, has begun its planned 
disposal of some parts of the 
business by agreeing to a £52 
million management buyout 
of the veterinary division (Sa¬ 
rah Cunningham writes). 

Merany Asset Manage¬ 
ment is investing £1635 mil¬ 
lion in the buyout The divis¬ 
ion distributes drugs and 
instruments to veterinary 
practices. Current-year profit 
of £45 million, on turnover of 
£120 milion. is forecast 
Gehe also wants to seO 
Holland & Barrett the 
bealthfbod chain, and Martin- 
dales Pharmaceuticals. 


ML Laboratories 
signals progress 


By Fraser Nelson 


ML LABORATORIES has 
claimed the first -signs of 
success in its attempt to devel¬ 
op an HIV treatment that 
significantly slows the dev¬ 
elopment of the Aids virus. 

The drug development com¬ 
pany, which has spent two 
years working on its D2S HIV 
treatment, said that some Aids 
patients who were adminis¬ 
tered with the treatment had 
shown greatly reduced levels 
of viral load in their blood. 

The same late-stage patients 
did not respond to HIV treat¬ 
ments that attack the virus 


rather titan the D2S method of 
protecting human cells. The 
treatment is now in Phase III 
trials, but the company said 
D2S is still a long way from a 
definitive proof of success. 

The company named Stuart 
Sim as its new chief executive, 
taking over from Kevin Leech 
who stays as chairman. The 
company, one of the few profit¬ 
able drug stocks on the mark¬ 
et, made a profit of E2.9 mill¬ 
ion for the half year to March 
31. against £83.100 last time. 
Earnings were 1.69p (0.06p) a 
share. There is no dividend. 


The European Parliament 

bas issued an open cafl for tendeis 
jalatijjg jofiimjmrcforthepcblk fcea 
of ihe Espace L&pold Bmlding in roe Wiertz. Bnasels. 
total contract is for 306 five-seaier seating unite 

with coffee rabies. 

The notice to be published in the Official Journal of the European 
' Communities was sent to the Office fer Official Publications 
of the European Comnamitfes oc 0&K&97. 

- You may request the contract dtKumene by 
■' ■■ the Equipment Service, 

BAK BviMaft Room AJS1 at L-2929 Luxembourg 
... - 1&NO.{+352)43004918 

: quoting lefaence‘A.O pubEc areas'. 

"- The deadline fortiw submission of lenders is QSOSW7- 


City salaries up to £1,000 a day 


CITY salaries have increased by nearly 5 
-per cent over the past three months, with 
some professionals now earning up to 
£1.000 a day. a survey has found. 

The survey also suggests that City firms 
have to give employees an average 24 per 
cent increase in pay to attract town from 
their present jobs. The massive rise in pay 
has been blamed on a shortage of skilled 
employees in die financial and business 
sector, with vacancies in both sectors 
having risen by nearly 37 per cent since 
this time last year. 

Roger Steare, chief executive of Jona¬ 
than Wren, the recruitment company that 


By Chris Ayres 

carried out the survey in partnership with 
Watson Wyatt, said: “We have seen over 
the past couple of years a tremendous 
amount of growth in jobs. Many employe 
ers are finding it increasingly difficult to 
fill these posts and there is an increasing 
price for whar companies have to pay for 
certain sets of skills.” 

Howard Coate, head of European 
human resources for Watson Wyatt, said: 
“We are getting tiie first hints that skills 
shortages are going to push up pay levels 
at a rate which could affect inflation." 

Graduate salaries in the City are also 
going up according to the survey, with 


young professionals now starting an an 
average of £17300: about £2,000 more 
than the national average wage. The jobs 
that are most sought after are information 
technology support, fond managers, com¬ 
mercial underwriters, actuaries, pensions 
administrators and secretaries. 

Nearty half of the all the companies 
interviewed felt that new technology was 
the most important factor in creating new 
skills. About a third said that changes in 
work practices and multi-skilling had 
also demanded a need for new skills. A 
greater focus on customer services was 
also believed to create new skills. 
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Products 


At Hewlett-Packard we believe 
it’s the IT Manager who should 
conduct the PC network. 

Not the other way around. That’s 
why HP Vectra PCs with Intel 
processors feature HPTbpTOOLS, 
our unique remote management 


pentium* 


solutioa So critical tasks can be 
performed anywhere on a 
network, even if the PCs are 
switched off Call for your local 
authorised HP reseller and get 
your Hewlett-Packard Vectra PC 
and optional HP SureStore C 13- 
Writer 6G20i from S1Q49* ex VAT 
(£2233 inc. VAT)- Because you've 
got to start calling the tune. 

jjHE PROMISE, MADE GOOD! 

Call 0345 464 726 
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STOCK MARKET 


City turns blind eye to 
public shaming of L&G 


LEGAL & GENERAL’S "nam¬ 
ing and shaming" in the 
pensions mis-selling scandal 
does not appear to have the 
desired affect on the City that 
the Government intended. 
Confounding Whitehall offici¬ 
als. the price raced up lO'zp to 
423p as one leading securities 
upgraded the shares. SBC 
Warburg, the broker, has 
changed its view and is 
urging clients to buy. 

On Tuesday. Helen Liddell. 
Economic Secretary, publicly 
condemned both L&G and 
and the Sedgwick Group for 
failing to understand the Gov¬ 
ernment’s determination to 
resolve the pensions mis-sell- 
ins scandal. She likened them 
ro alcoholics unable to admit 
they had a problem. One and 
a half million people are 



SGB shares built a Gp premium on the first day of dealing 


estimated to have lost thou¬ 
sands of pounds each after 
being given poor pensions 
advice between 10SS and l°b4. 

The rest of the equity’ mar¬ 
ket was able to extend its 
recovery with the help of a 
strung overnight performance 
on Wall Street and a positive 
response to the fatest L2 billion 
gilt auction. Wirb the Dow 
Jones industrial average open¬ 
ing sharply ahead again last 
night, the FTSE 100 index 
closed near its best of the day. 
with a rise of 43.7 points to 
4.640.0. 

Heavy turnover in selected 
blue chips boosted the total 
number uf shares changing 
hands, to 925 million. 

Revived institutional sup¬ 
port lifted Centrica 4p to 7oU p 
as 22.3 million shares were 
traded. Them was also heavy 
turnover in 0T ( 22.6 million 
shares) up 9p at 454p. 

T&N rumbled 16bp to I43p 
after the US Supreme Court 
threw out a $13 billion (C7S3 
million) asbesfosis claims set¬ 
tlement. it had been hoped 
that the sen lenient involving 
20 asbestosis manufacturers 
and hundreds of thousands of 
personal injury claims would 
have resolved the dispute and 
drawn a line under T&N’s 
potential losses. 

Support for the banking 
sector persisted, with Halifax 
chased !3p higher to 773lz p on 
turnover of 14.18 million 
shares. The newly floated 
group says that it will return 
money to shares in the form of 
increased dividends if it fails 
to find suitable takeover 
targets. 

Abbey National continues 
to be viewed as a potential 
takeover target, with the price 
adding 26p at S2Sp. Barclays 


surged •Il'sp to EC.Hb after 
ruling out a possible bid for 
troubled Nat West Group. 
7*2p easier at SI7'jp. 

Royal Bank of Scotland 
suffered *a double whammy, 
with its price falling 22' 2 p to 
575'2p after Peter Wood, the 
man who founded its Direct 
Line insurance business, an¬ 
nounced that he was leaving to 
further his fortunes in the US 
and Spain. 


HSBC, up 24p at £18.86. is 
playing down claims that it is 
poised to bid for RBS. 

There was further activity 
among the television com¬ 
panies as Granada launched 
its long awaited bid for York- 
shire-Tyne Tees Television. 
up2 1 *p at lll.?5 l 2.The terms 
of two new Granada shares 
and £1SJ5 in cash values 
Yorkshire ar £11.75. or E7I1 
million. This year Yorkshire 


GOOD VALUE FOR MONEY 
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DRUG shares raced up on 
the back of a strong perfor¬ 
mance overnight on Wall 
Street, where Bristol Myers 
Squibb saw its share price 
jump almost 10 per cent. 
Overall, the drug sector 
rose 4 per cent 

In contrast British drug 
companies have been slug¬ 
gish. having underper¬ 
formed the rest of the 
market by around 10 per 
cent during the past four 
months and creating a 
large value gap. 

The best gains were seen 
among the leaders, with 
Glaxo Wellcome up 25p to 
£12.77' 2 . SmithKline Bee- 


cham 274p to E10.76 and 
Zeneca 42p to £1936. But 
there were also mark-ups 
for SkyPharma. 4p to 87p, 
Cclltech 3*2p to 2Tlhp and 
Scotia Holdings lh p to 
325p. 

Kevin Scutcher at 
NatWest Securities, the 
broker, this week moved 
his recommendation for 
SmithKline Beecham from 
a “hold" to "add". 

He says that the gap has 
begun to narrow. “British 
drug companies have today 
begun the process of catch¬ 
ing up. They' are looking 
very cheap compared to US 
rivals’*. 
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had insisted that any bid 
would have to be pitched 
around the E17 level. Grana¬ 
da. down 10b p at 844p. owns 
25 per cent of the shares.' 

BSkyB rallied to 47ip 
as City fund managers began 
to ponder the group's pros¬ 
pects after being forced to sell 
its third slake in British Digi¬ 
tal Communications. Brokers 
point out that BSkyB is likely 
to remain the main source of 
programmes to be broadcast 
on die three terrestrial digital 
channels operated by its for¬ 
mer partners Granada and 
Carlton Communications, 
steady at 525p. 

It was the first day of 
dealings for SGB, the scaffold¬ 
ing group demerged from 
John M owl cm. bp easier at 
I29p. Placed at I50p. SGB 
opened at Iftfb p. its best of the 
day, before settling ar I56p, a 
6p premium. Almost 3 million 
shares were traded by the 
dose of business. 

Greene King celebrated a 
near 50 per cent leap in pre-tax 
profits with a rise of 6p at 
653'2p. The group benefited 
from last year's acquisition of 
the Magic Pub chain. 

Exceptional losses saw 
Somic plunge into the red last 
year, but the group insists that 
current trading is buoyant 
and that cushioned the fall in 
rhe shares which closed 2h p 
lower at 131 h p. 

□ GILT-EDGED: The suc¬ 
cess of the latest auction 
enabled the rest of the bond 
market to extend this week’s 
rally. The Bank of England 
issued £2 billion of Treasury 7 
per cent 2003 which was 171 
times oversubscribed attract¬ 
ing bids worth almost £5.5 
billion. 

Prices elsewhere scored 
gains ranging to E 1 2 at the 
longer end as the market 
made up some of the recent 
lost ground on Continental 
rivals. In the futures pit, the 
September series of the Long 
Gilt finished E ,j /j 2 higher at 
£II3 ,s /» 6. as a total of &2.000 
contracts were completed. In 
longs. Treasury 8 per cent 
was £ ,s /j 2 better at EIOS 23 /?^, 
while in shorts Treasury 8 per 
cent 2000 firmed £*/i«s to 
E102 ,J / id. 

□ NEW YORK: Shares 
turned down by midday after 
a choppy morning that saw- 
blue chips slip on profit- 
taking. recover as bargain 
hunters and portfolio manag¬ 
ers re-emerged and then slid 
again. The Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average was up 35.97 at 
7.794.03. 



New York (midday): 

DOW Jones_7794JJ3 1*35.97) 

5SP Compos lie_ 900.32 [*3.98J 

Tokyo: 

Nikkei Average- 

1 

2D079J7 (+3.37 | 

Hong Kong: 

Hang Seng ...- 

15t»5JU(+ 17-iflfi) , 

Amsterdam: 

EOE Index —__ 

... 570,46 (+10.-40) 

Sydney: 


Frankfurt: 

PAX.. 

... 37%.51 (*42.69) 

Singapore 

20Z3Jt6 (-17J2) 

Brussels: 

General 

. 13585.00 (+159.3^ 

Paris: 

CAC-KJ.. .... 

... 2967.44 (+82.68) 

Zurich: 

SKA Gen- 

_1163.70 (+12230) 

London: 

FT 30 - . . _ 

_3W.2143171 


FTSE 250 

—.. 44UJ Hk2) 

FTSE 350.. 

_ 22440 l»T7.T> 

FTSE EurtMiack 100 ..... 2511-55 (+31.72) 
FTSE All-Shane _ 2199.97 (+IU371 

FCSENch Ftnsnclati .. 22ZQ.U<+IL23) 
FTSE FUed Interest _ 123.77(40411 



SEAQ Volume_ 

-- _ 925.7m 
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US*_UiMO (-OJXJI1) 

German Mark_2S676 (-0.004 11 

Exchange Index *__ IQU i.-OJl 

Bank or England official close «pml 

LiOJ_l.-MM 

ESDR_1.1985 

RPI ..... 156.9 May (Z 6 N) Jan 1987=100 
RP 1 X .... ISOJMuy (i5%)Jan |98?=I00 


RECENT ISSUES 


Aston Villa 837‘i 

Caradon B 80 

GaUaher 285>i 

Heart of Midlothian JIO'i 
Highland Timber 124 1 : 
integrated as Mgmt 135 
Long bridge Inti ll7'i 
Norwich Union (290) 326': 
Powderjea Pharms I97'i 
Rea bourne Merlin 110 - 

Royal blue Group 20 b 

SBS Group iio'.- 

SGB Group iSb 

TOpps Tiles I \2't 

Versa I lie Group 3 1 .* 


THE collapse of the Georgine senlefrieni'pro 
cedure should not warty T&N. Last year, uie 
automotive components group erected a £12 
billion ringfence round its potential lability to 
victims of asbestos-related injuries. The 
scheme was constructed on the assumption 
that Georgine — die settlement procedure 
whereby genuine claimants were offered set¬ 
tlements under an administrative procedure 
rather than through litigation in die courts — 
would not survive. Yesterday's T&N share 
price fall at T&N. therefore, makes little sense. 
However, the US tobacco industry may 
wonder how solid any cap on future claims-by 
smokers will prove to be under the legislation 
due to be passed by Congress. 

The market seems incapable of making a 
consistent judgment about T&N"s value. 
Asbestos is only part of the problem although 


to poisonous dust : 

issu^m- issue that n«ds■»» ie of 

whether T8, ’'f'L ^iS Sidelsbestos. The - 

generating value, more so since • 

TON'S automolivebusinesses are W™S*;, 
Jwiof about 15 per cent on capial employed. 
Potentially more important is die -B& .. .. 
return after tax and capital investment, vdiich. 

offers a bidder witli a large balance sheet a^ncy: ; 
prize. After yesterday’s fall, T&N 

?bere £7b0 miQion. With the Ferodobrakra 
worth £300 to E400 million and powdered 
worth £200 million a bidder ^spneew^y; 
be getting a-lot of T&N for tee The pred^M , 
wbuld n«d to fund a BOO mdlion asbe^» ; - 
provision. but a compai^y likfcGKN could easily: 
stomach that liability. 


Wessex Water 


WESSEX WATER'S call for 
clemency over- the windfall 
tax is unlikely to find favour 
with the Treasury but the 
company has a point Grab¬ 
bing funds that should have 
gone to the taxpayer in the 
initial sale, or accrued to the 
consumer via keener regula¬ 
tion. is one thing. It is quite 
another to hit a company 
harder because it has suc¬ 
ceeded through showing 
greater efficiency than its 
peers. 

Wessex is different. It has 
been one of the star perform¬ 
ers of the water sector pri¬ 
marily because it has not 
invested in daft diversifica¬ 
tions and because it has 
achieved demanding cost 
reductions. 

It has further scope to 
reward shareholders in 
future even after it has 
shelled out what could turn 


out to be a £60 million 
windfall tax payment. Gear¬ 
ing is relatively low at 37 per 
cent if preference shares are 
taken into account so there 
is plenty of room for ma¬ 
noeuvre. Wessex has said 
that it could feel comfortable 
with a debt to equity ratio of 
almost 100 per cent if it felt it 
appropriate to return value 
to shareholders and/or buy 


new businesses. With its bid 
for South West Water ruled 
out of court it is more likely 
that acquisitions will be 
small and that the company, 
would look at farther share¬ 
holder returns. 

With dividend growth ex¬ 
pected to be strong, at leaat 
until the next price review jn 
2000. Wessex shares are 
worth hanging on to. . 


PLEADING FOR LENIENCY 
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major Ganges 2 


RISES: 


Flying RwUts . 

.. SS^rp (+24p) 

Adam & Harvey ... 

. 295p (+20pl 

DCS Gp . 

;. 23a i ^X + 16 p) 

Cairn Energy .. 

. 495p (+-28'.ip) 

Blacks Leis . 

442'.-p (4-25p» 

Cater Allen . 

.. 580p (+22‘4)) 

Parity. 

... 506'2p(+18p) 

Bank Scotland . . 

. 399p(+14p) 

Abbey Nail. 

... B39p(4-26p) 

Shield Daig . 

. 502'=p(+15p) 

Leqal&Gen . 

. 423p (+10';pl 

BRLand. 

. . 563p(+t3p) 

Phcrtobition . 

... 534p (-MOp) 

Com Union. 

.. 666^(4 tap) 

FALLS: 


T&N. 

. 143p (-16>=p) 

YorhsGp. 

. 196p f-16'.*p) 

IMI . 

358 'ap 1-IOp) 

Diagonal. 

. 324p f- 8 'rp) 

BAT. 

.... 553p (-tip) 

Br Airways . 

.... 687‘rp M3p) 

Granada . 

.844p (-lO'ap) 

Birkby . 

. .. 154'jp(-t5p) 

Gold Fields Prop .. 

... 176p HO’jp) 

Gashell . 

.23-tp l- 12 pl 

Domino. 

. 332p (-flp) 


IONICA has developed a 
clever thing called fixed radio 
access, which allows phone 
signals 10 be zapped through 
the air by radio transmitters 
to small, roof-mounted an-' 
fennas. 

There is nothing wrong 
with the system; it works, 
even in rhe rain. The question 
is whether it has a use,- 
almost evety householder in 
Britain already owns a reli¬ 
able phone. 

Ionica. which plans to raise 
£125 million next month in its 
first public offering, will not 
succeed unless it can con¬ 
vince BT customers to drop 
their copper wire service and 
switch to a dish. The strategy 
is to make switching easy — 
phones and faxes do not have 
to be replaced, existing phone 
numbers can be kept and the 
connection fee is only £10 — 
and to offer cheaper prices 
than BT. 

Still not convinced? Well 
neither, in a sense, is Ionica. 
Its forecasts are ultra conser¬ 


vative; the gbal is to connect a. 
modest 7per cent ofhomes in 
its target areas. But a small 
share does not necessarily 
mean meagre profits. With 
relatively cheap installation ' 
costs — unlike the cable, 
companies, h does not-need- 
to dig holes in the ground — • 
Ionica’s connection, costs are 
less , than one third those , of 
cable's. 

Networks built in the air 
eat up less capital than those 
built in the ground. This, 
combined with conservative 
growth forecasts, could make 
the shares an interesting bet. 


Greene King 
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LACKING a case of cham¬ 
pagne, Greene King has to 
resort to Abbott Ale to cele¬ 
brate a sparkling set of re¬ 
sults. Eyebrows were raised 
last year when the brewer 
strayed south from its East 
Anglian heartland to pay 
£200 million for the Magic 
Pu b Company. But the 49 per 
cent jump in profits was at 
the top end of analysts’expec¬ 


tations and well ahead of- 
forecasts at the rime of the.. 

. deal. The signs for continued 
growth are gobd as invest-, 
mem; is pumped, into . Magic - 
Pub. concepts such as. 
Hungry Horse. Even, its 
: tenanted estate is holding its: 
own in the face of tricky mar¬ 
ket conditions.. 

: There ..is also upside in- 
brewirig where a £14 million 
restructuring .is underway, 
and heavy marketing spend" 
is helping Abbott Ale to re- ■■ 
tain market sharem the face 
of an assault from die nitro ■ 
keg beers such as Caffrty’S.' 

Meanwhile, Greene King’s 
own nitro keg product. Wex¬ 
ford Irish Ale, is benefiting 
from .TV and trade exposure- 
with a second such beer 
undet development 

Much encouraged, the City 
is upgrading its profit esti¬ 
mates for die year to around : 
£45 million — and with the 
ever-present whiff of a pas-' 
sible takeover — the stock-: 
looks a good bet 
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A fter all ihov years in die 
wilderness, the incoming 
Labour Government was 
n a rurally well prepared. In opposi¬ 
tion it had developed, with the help 1 
of top economists, a coherent 
strategy to make die economy 
mure dynamic. Tax incentives 
would encourage industry to in¬ 
vest mure, instead of paying profits 
our in dividends; to think long¬ 
term instead of speculating; to 
create more jobs; and to raise the 
rate of economic growth. 

In his first Budget, the new 
Chancellor broke with tradition by 
walking to the House of Commons 
and earning die Budget .statement 
in a smart new brown box. “We 
are changing direction" he said. 

James Callaghan. for he it was. 
dulv reformed profits tax in 1965. 
as well as taxing capital gains. The 
new fiat rate corporation tax cut 
deductions on profits retained in 
die business. But dividends were 
nixed at normal income tax rates 
un rop. This imposed a cletir 
incenm e tocui dividends in favour 
of the greater capital returns to be 
made from investing higher re- 


An elephant trap for Gordon Brown 


tained profits- But things did not 
work out as simply as intended. 

Retained profits were cut 
shrinking the amount available for 
investment Shareholders obliged 
companies to maintain their divi¬ 
dends. which in most cases ab¬ 
sorbed more of the profits than 
before. And investors continued to 
favour companies that raised their 
dividends fastest. 

A generation later, surely the 
well-prepared, lnng-iermisf. tradi¬ 
tion-breaking. direction-changing 
Gordon Brown could nut fall into 
the same trap? Oh yes he could. 

Ahead of next week's Budget, it 
has been carefully trailed that the 
Treasury' wants to cut. preferably 
abolish, the rights of charities, 
pension funds, personal equity 
plans, and other gross funds to 
reclaim the tax pre-paid by com¬ 
panies on their dividends. This 
wheeze, it is said, is the most 
painless way to raise another £5 


billion on top of the utility levy. A 
surprising alliance among the 
economic establishment agrees. In 
1003, Norman Lament cut divi¬ 
dend tax and its other self, com¬ 
panies pay on Iheir dividends, 
from 25 to 20 per cent. 

There were howls of anguish 
from pension funds. Share prices 
would tumble because dividends 
were worth Jess to them. Com¬ 
panies would have to pay higher 
contributions to keep pension 
promises. But share prices fell only 
mildly. :i ten-week blip in a year 
wlten the index gained a fifth. 
Recovery on company profits soon 
saved the funds. Far from lessen¬ 
ing fuuds' interest in dividends, 
however, the tax blow sharpened 
it. Fund managers bullied com¬ 
panies to make share buybacks 
and pay special dividends that 
more or less wiped out any 
Treasury gain in 1994-96. when the ■ 
buyback tax loophole was closed. 



GRAHAM:. 
SEARJEANT 

Economists and some investment 
analysts do not distinguish be¬ 
tween cash income and capital 
gains. Private investors and pen¬ 
sion funds do. Retired folk draw n 
distinction between dividend in¬ 
come and living off their capital. 
Actuaries usually value the ability 
of final salary pension funds to 
meet their obligations by 
projecting future dividend income. 


The effect of axing dividend relief 
is therefore unpredictable. Pension 
funds will have an incentive to 
favour capital gains relatively 
more. Yet funds. Peps and chari¬ 
ties will also want to protect their 
income. There will be heavy pres¬ 
sure on financially strong com¬ 
panies ro raise rhe’ proportion of 
profits they pay in dividends to 
compensate for the tax. 

The revenue side is a gamble 
itxj. On the projected dividend 
model, companies will have to 
raise their contributions to Una] 
salary pension schemes over rime. 
The relief cm those contributions 
may absorb about a quarter of the 
tax that funds can no longer 
reclaim from the Inland Revenue. 
Since Mr Lament's time, however, 
funds have been subjected to a new 
solvency regime under the Pen¬ 
sions Act IWS. U all of them failed 
the test as a result of the drop in 
values, companies would have io 


inject su much extra capital into 
them that the tax relief might well 
leave rite Chancellor with nothing 
to show for his lax wheeze. 

In reality, UK shares prices hav e 
risen even more over the past 12 
months than in 1993, so the impact 
is likely to be muted. Overall, 
however, the change is likely to 
raise dividend payouts rather Lhan 
cut them and yield much less 
revenue than the Treasury origi¬ 
nally projected. 

By far the worst effect will be on 
the attractions of pension funds 
and personal equity plans, the next 
most important long-term finan¬ 
cial savings vehicle. Faced with 
higher contribution rales, many 

more companies will opt instead 
lor fixed contribution schemes, 
where, as in personal money- 
purchase schemes, funire pensions 
depend entirely on rhe perfor¬ 
mance of rhe fund. Nothing wrung 
with that, except that contributions 
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to such funds are usually nut high ' 
enough to produce a good pension. 

In future, total returns to pen¬ 
sion fund and Pep investment 
would almost certainly be lower. 
Some apologists contend that tax 
incentives do not affect total sav¬ 
ings. nnly_ the vehicles savers 
choose for their money. But if 
ministers want us to provide more 
for our retirement, tne returns to 
saving matter as much as how 
much is saved. People will have 
smaller pensions to live on. In any 
case, regular savings do boost total 
saving, which ntiaht otherwise go 
into a better house or a rime-share. 

A mx change thar raises only 
half irs projected revenue; that 
boosts dividends when if intends to 
curb them; and which makes ' 
pension funds and Peps so much 
less attractive that ordinary people 
would have to be forced to invest 
more into them, is trebly perverse. 
With luck, we shall here nothing of 
it in the Budget, except perhaps the 
announcement of a study. Thai 
would soon expose the elephant 
trap Mr Brown will otherwise fall 
inio on Wedensday. 


This year’s model distracts US 
from economic challenge ahead 


Today’s boom 
may be seen 
as a missed 
opportunity, 
says Bronwen 
Maddox 


US UNEMPLOYMENT 


GLOBAL UNEMPLOYMENT 
1™ BYCOUNTRY 


a urn 


T he cowboy hats, den¬ 
im shirts and rawhide 
chairs helped. But de¬ 
spite President Clin¬ 
ton's attempt to give the 
weekends Denver summit of 
the world's big industrial de¬ 
mocracies a homely. Western. 
laid-back air. the dominant 
theme was triumphalism as 
the United States flaunted its 
economic health. For the first 
rime in the summit’s 22-year 
history', the Administration 
claimed, governments had an 
undisputed working model of 
success. 

By the second day in Den¬ 
ver. complaints from Euro¬ 
pean. Japanese and Canadian 
delegates were so blunt that 
US treasury officials were told 
ro tone the message down. Bur 
the spirit survived in official 
documents. “The US is notv 
leading the way with a new 
economic paradigm," one 
boasted. Like a company col¬ 
lecting plaudits for its annual 
report, however irrelevant rhe 
authority, the White House 
noted that “for the past five 
years, the US has been ranked 
the world's most competitive 
economy by the International 
Institute for Management 
Development in Switzerland". 
Jr wenr on ro credit President 
Clinron. as chief executive of 
America, with the past seven 
years of plenty. 

The claims made by the US 
in Denver are not entirely 
wrong. There has been a 
transformation, and it has 
been at least partly because of 
government policies. Bur rhe 
current moralising, also a 
striking feature of this year's 
Economic Report of the Presi¬ 
dent. is threatening to blind 
officials to the long list of 
problems that remain. 

The Administration is 
proudest of one figure, in tire 
seven years since the US last 
played host to the Group of 
Seven, the federal budget defi¬ 
cit has shrunk from $2X1 
billion to a projected $67 
billion this year. Annua! 
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Ratio of earnings of 
average male college 
graduate to those of 
average male leaving 
school at 18 
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growth, then at i.3 per cent, 
humiliatingly just a quarter of 
the rate in Japan and 
Germany, is expected to reach 
3.6 per cent this year, outstrip¬ 
ping Japan's 23 per cent and 
Germany's 2.2 per cent. 

Those figures are undisput¬ 
ed. The controversy centres 
around why ii has happened, 
and so on what needs to be 
done for it to continue. The 
argument put forward by US 
officials at Denver is that 
during this period the US 
economy has undergone pro¬ 
found changes, which have set 
it on a course of steady growth 
with low inflation, in particu¬ 
lar. they claim thaT official 
figures do nor fully reflect the 
gains in productivity and com¬ 
petitiveness, and so understate 
the future growth potential of 
the US economy. The implica¬ 
tion is that not much needs to 
be done for the good times to 
continue, unsurprisingly a 
view acceptable to the 
Administration. 

Clearly, the Administra¬ 
tion's arguments are at least 
partly right There is plenty of 
evidence that industries which 
suffered badly from interna¬ 
tional competition during the 


1980s learnt fast; US electron¬ 
ics have hardly recovered rhe 
territories surrendered to the 
Japanese, such as silicon 
chips, but have forged ahead 
with personal computers, soft¬ 
ware and the Internet 

Lessons were learnt fast in 
more traditional industries as 
well; many surveys suggest 
that the corporate restructur¬ 
ing of the firet half of this 
decade, which made “down¬ 
sizing" a household word, 
sharply improved the produc¬ 
tivity of many manufacturers. 
While it is notoriously hard to 
measure accurately the pro¬ 
ductivity of service businesses, 
sheaves of academic studies 
suggest that this too has risen, 
and is significantly underesti¬ 
mated in official figures. 

But the weakness in rhe 
US'S Denver pronouncements 
is that it is too early to claim 
conclusively that productivity 
gains have driven growth. 
Sceptics point to labour fig¬ 
ures. which suggest that recent 
growth has been fuelled by an 
increase in the number of 
people working and in the 
time they spend working. The 
risk is that this trend will 
eventually push up wages: 


indeed, pessimists argue that 
this would already be visible 
were it not for recent welfare 
reforms, which have started to 
force tens of thousands of 
people off the benefit rolls into 
the labour market. 

The danger of US politi¬ 
cians' present gidefy mood is 
that they prejudge these unre¬ 
solved debates and overlook 
the tong list of things which 
may now go wrong. Of those, 
inflation tops the list, as the 
International Monetary Fund 
remarked earlier this week in 
its annual comment on the US 
economy. The pressure may 
come not just from wage 
inflation, but also from con¬ 
sumer spending. 


T he financial markets 
yesterday largely 
brushed aside a re¬ 
port that consumers 
were more confident than at 
any point in the previous 28 
years. The markets, however, 
expect that evidence that this 
confidence was converting 
into a big rise in actual 
spending would force another 
rise in interest rates. 

As Mr Clinton's counter¬ 
parts gently pointed out at 


All at sea 


SBC WARBURG does not- 
seem to be taking the new 
Government terribly serious¬ 
ly. A few weeks ago it invited a 

number of corporate guests to 

Henley Regatta, where every¬ 
one drinks too much cham¬ 
pagne and no one watches any 
rowing. The day chosen was 
July 2 ■ At that time. Budgets 
were traditionally held on 
Tuesdays. Now Warburg has 
Men foul of the same trap 
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Finally* if you could sign 
the omnibus edition 


that caught the annual Ejctel 
analysts' survey. Extel has 
decided to shorten the ceremo¬ 
ny. But when guests queried 
the Warburgs invitation, they 
were told to come anyway. 


• TORY workers at a trade 
show in London yesterday 
mobbed one particular stand 
and snapped up all the spare 
pencils in sight. Can't think 
why. The stand was promoting 
the Ritz Hotel. 


Taking Flight 

THEY area long-lived breed in 
fund management. Already 
this week Michael Hart has 
agreed to take over as director- 
general of the Association of ln- 
. vestment Trust Companies at 
65, with no idea when he might 
be retiring. Now another doyen 
of the Industry has a new job — 
. at 68. Tom Griffin, co-founder 
of GT Management is the first 
chairman of recently merged 
Guinness Flight Hambro Asset 
Management It is something 
of a sentimental return — his 
first job in the City was at For¬ 
eign St Colonial, but the com¬ 
pany was in the throes of an 



office move. He spent his first 
six months on second mem to 
Hambros Bank. 


Child’s play 

FIRST Thomas the Tank En¬ 
gine. then Paddington, now 
Captain Pugwash. 1 ring 
Interbrand, the specialist con¬ 
sultancy, for .rips on the next 
half-forgotten children’s pro¬ 
gramme to be made this 
week's hot brand. Chris Cleav¬ 
er. a director, says the pro¬ 
gramme must he remem¬ 
bered. through a patina of 
nostalgia, by the people who 
actually buy the spin-off prod¬ 
ucts. “The parents see it and it 


seems familiar to them in a 
way that some of the other 
things invented more recently 
— Sonic the Hedgehog, Power 
Rangers — are not” He specu¬ 
lates on Camberwick Green. 
Tnimpton, or characters out 
of the Flintstones stable from 
the US. I plump for Noggin 
the Nog — Vikings, dragons, 
trolls, how can it fail? 


• HARD to credit it. / know, 
but the boom in City legal 
work has created a shortage of 
lawyers. Fenners. a small 
father-and-son partnership 
started as a breakaway from 
Berwin Leighton two years 
ago, has had the executive 
headhunters searching three 
months for a young potential 
partner, competitive salaiy — 
which must mean ESOjOOO and 
upwards . No takers so far. 
“There's nobotfy out there.” 
wails a colleague. “Because of 
the recession, people stopped 
hiring. There's nobody com¬ 
ing through at that level.” 
Hope dawns for John and 
Robert Fenner, though. For¬ 
get the headhunters; nexf 
Tuesday, sensible chaps, they 
are advertising in The 'Hines. 


Nash return 

NEWS of Andy Nash, former 
marketing director at Taunton 


Denver, it is also stretching a 
point to say that the US has 
reined in its budget deficits 
forever. The ageing of the 
population and rhe unwilling¬ 
ness so far of American politi¬ 
cians to curtail pensions and 
medical care for the elderly 
mean that the budget deficit is 
expected to widen sharply 
after 2010, albeit after Mr 
Clinton has stepped out of the 
White House door for the last 
time. The “balanced budget" 
deal that Mr Clinton has just 
thrashed out with Congress 
failed entirely to address this 
point 

Meanwhile, as European 
governments were keen to 
point out US inequality has 
widened on many measures 
during the boom. As the chart 
shows, a college graduate is 
now likely to earn even more 
than an unskilled worker. The 
US has traditionally been 
more tolerant of - inequality 
than other G7 members, a 
point emphasised by the bud¬ 
get which promotes tax cuts 
geared to the wealthy. But as 
Mr Clinton acknowledged at 
Denver in emphasising the 
amount that he planned to 
spend on education, it is not a 


Cider and the man who took 
the rap. unfairly I always 
thought, for last year's disas¬ 
ters at Matthew Clark. Nash 
is joining as a non-executive 
director of Nicholson Graham 
& Jones, the City lawyer, and 
is apparently expected to bring 
his expertise in marketing 
fizzy drinks to the legal profes¬ 
sion. Lawyers marketing 
themselves? Manhew Clark 
oddly enough, is a client of 
Nicholson Graham & Jones, 
which suggest the next client 
meeting could be fun. 

Martin Waller 



factor that die US Administra¬ 
tion can ignore. 

On closer inspection, the 
much-vaunted transformation 
of corporate America also 
looks suspect. In telecom¬ 
munications and electricity, 
industries which affect every 
company's costs, the US has 
almost entirely failed to push 
through the deregulation 
which successive Administra¬ 
tions have agreed is essential: 
indeed, the complexity of the 
recent telecoms legislation 
may frustrate competition for 
years. 

Meanwhile, a more conser¬ 
vative political dimate has 
made it virtually impossible 
for die President to negotiate 
new trade agreements, one of 
die clearest achievements of 
his first term, which have 
demonstrably added to US 
growth in just a few years. 
With the lapsing of “fast- - 
track” authority — the ability 
ro present bills to Congress on 
a “take it or leave it" basis, 
without amendment — Mr 
Clinton is unlikely to be able to 
push through an extension of 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement to Latin 
America. 

The US budget deal 
achieved just weeks before 
Denver effectively removed 
the possibility that Mr Clinton 
would use his second term to 
address some of these deeper- 
seated problems with the 
American economy, in partic¬ 
ular rhe entitlements of the 
elderly. The US's ebullience at 
Denver was not absurd; the 
record of the US economy has 
been truly remarkable. But 
pessimists were right to sound 
the alarm; when the US next 
hosts the summit, the current 
boom may seem like a fond 
memo O' as well as an opportu¬ 
nity missed. 


The ‘midwife’ 
and a case of 
Ruthanasia 

Alasdair Murray reports on a lesson 
of fiscal prudence for the Chancellor 


W hen Ruth Richard¬ 
son travels the world 
preaching her mess¬ 
age of fiscal prudence, she 
arrives confident that govern¬ 
ment and bureaucrats are 
listening. The former New 
Zealand Finance Minister is 
credited as the arrhitect of 
welfare and policy’ reforms 
that have apprently trans¬ 
formed the struggling New 
Zealand economy from a pe¬ 
rennial under-performer (o 
one of the mosl dynamic. 

But her popularity with 
politicians and technocrats 
abroad was never matched 
back in New Zealand. Her 
radical approach was dubbed 
“Ruthanasia" as she cur a 
swath through the welfare 
state. Her unpopularity 
plumbed such depths that 
effigies of her were burnt in 
street protests. 

She was dropped from the 
Government after the incon¬ 
clusive 1993 election, but was 
still able to “midwife" through 
Parliament the Fiscal Respon¬ 
sibility Acl 

It is this novel ait which is 
the fiscal equivalent of Mr 
Brown's Bank of England re¬ 
forms. that she is currently 
trying to sell to the British. The 
Act brings transparency and 
coherence to economic policy¬ 
making by defining the finan¬ 
cial parameters within which 
the Government must work. 

The Government is obliged 
to set out its long-term objec¬ 
tives for public sector borrow¬ 
ing. national debt and 
government expenditure, ob¬ 
liging it to release a balance 
sheet in the style of a private 
company, every month. The 


budget process is also very 
different with the Govern¬ 
ment publicly staring its tar¬ 
gets six months before the 
Budget and releasing a draft 
version of its plans for parlia¬ 
mentary and public scrutiny. 

Ms Richardson says: “The 
Government is now forced to 
start by defining its strategic 
targets and then working out 
how it will fund these objec¬ 
tives. It has ended the ‘rabbit 
out of the hat’style of econom¬ 
ic policymaking." 

Ms Richardson believes that 
this style of reform is very much 
in tune with Gordon Brown's 
long-termism. “He has shown 
leadership by introducing the 
long-overdue reform of the 
Bank of England," she says. 
“He will have a window of 
opportunity post-Budget to con¬ 
tinue the momentum." 

The UK Government has 
already looked to New Zea¬ 
land for inspiration In reform¬ 
ing monetary policy and it is 
clear that the Fiscal Responsi¬ 
bility Act has caught the eye of 
Gavyn Davies, chief econo¬ 
mist at Goldman Sachs, and a 
regular adviser of Mr Brown. 

Opposition to Mr Brown 
introducing such a reform is 
likely to come from inside the 
Labour Party. Some back¬ 
benchers have already ex¬ 
pressed concern that the 
monetary policy reforms have 
limited the Government's 
room for manoeuvre. 

Ms Richardson also em¬ 
phasises that the Fiscal Respon¬ 
sibility Act does not prevent 
parties advocating higher pub¬ 
lic spending. “Bui crazy parties 
can no longer put forward crazy 
policies." she said. 
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Ionica ready 
to seek 
partners 
overseas 


THE TIMES THURSDAY JIJNE261997 


By Eric Reguly 


IONICA. the wireless telepho¬ 
ny company which currently 
operates in the East of Eng¬ 
land and the Midlands, said it 
intends to seek foreign part¬ 
ners in an effort to develop a 
significant overseas business. 

The strategy was outlined 
yesterday, when the company 
announced the details of its 
EI25 million flotation sched¬ 
uled for next month. Nigel 
Play ford. 41. the chief execu¬ 
tive' who founded Ionica in 
ipqj. said: “It could be that the 
United Kingdom becomes a 
side show for us." 

Ionica will probably bid for 
foreign operating licences and 
expeers to receive an ever- 
increasing stream of overseas 
royalties on the wireless tech¬ 
nology that it developed jointly 
with 'Nortel, the Canadian 


Hogg to 
pull out of 
transport 

By Aimm Jones 

HOGG ROBINSON is to 
sell its transport division, 
which had turnover of £121 
million last year, to con¬ 
centrate on business travel 
and financial services. 

The company yesterday 
said pre-tax profit was £28.1 
million (£263 million) for 
the year to March 31. The 
figure does not include 
exceptional costs of £33 
million relating to the safe 
of Weys. its loss-making 
Dutch logistics business. 

Hogg Robinson shocked 
the market with a profit 
warning in January. 

David Raddiffe. former¬ 
ly managing director of the 
business travel division, 
has been appointed chief 
executive. 

A dividend of 6.1 p (5.45p) 
is to be paid on August 8. 
making a total of 93p 
(S.75p) for the year. 



communications company. 
The system, which uses radio 
signals to deliver telephone 
signals to roof-mounted anten¬ 
nas. is currently being in¬ 
stalled in Scoltand, Finland, 
the Czech Republic and Aus¬ 
tralia, among other countries. 

The notation is expected to 
value Ionica at between E55S 
million and ESI million, with 
an offering of aoout 35 million 
ordinary shares at a price 
between 370p and 390p. The 
offer price is due to be an¬ 
nounced on July 18, with share 
dealings on the London Stock 
Exchange and America’s 
Nasdaq marker starting the 
same day. Mr Rayford will 
own 6.6 per cent of Ionica, 
valued at about £38 million, 
after the flotation. 

None of the existing share¬ 
holders. which include York¬ 
shire Electricity. Doughty 
Hanson and Morgan Stanley, 
is selling its equity. The £125 
million is new money and will 
be used to help to complete 
Ionica "s national roll-out by 
2001 . 

Ionica is aiming for 7 per 
cent market penetration and 
expeas to make net profits in 
four years. Relatively inexpen¬ 
sive installation costs and 
prices that it claims are 15 per 
cent less expensive than BTs 
are behind its growth strategy. 

Since no digging is re¬ 
quired, Ionica said it can 
connect customers for an aver¬ 
age of £720. The cable indus¬ 
try, by comparison, has been 
spending three to four times 
that amount to connect its 
customers. 

Ionica has so far raised £400 
million, half in equity and half 
in debt, to hind its operations 
and expansion. The company 
is to raise a further £300 
million in debt at the same 
time as the flotation; about 
£100 million of this amount is 
to be underwritten by Nortel. 

In the past financial year. 
Ionica reported a loss of £43.9 
million on turnover of £14.9 
million. Ir had 22.000 custom¬ 
ers at the end of May. 

Tempus. page 30 
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Rob Yates, left, chief executive of John 
Tams Group, Gerald Tams, chairman, 
and Mark Taylor, finance director, 
celebrate a return to profit by the 
manufacturer of ceramic household 


products. John Tams made pre-tax 
profits of £1.9 million for the year to 
March 31, up from a loss of £200.000 in 
the previous 12 months. Turnover fell to 
£273 million, from £28.9 million, bat 


operating profits rose to £2.12 million, 
from an adjusted E139 million, reflecting 
benefits of cost-cutting and increased 
focus on higher-margin products. A 2.41p 
final dividend makes 4.0ip (same). 


Lamberts Manders issues 

ink-up cost ~. 

spelt out profits warning 


link-up cost 
spelt out 

ABOUT half of the EH million 
cost of the merger between the 
insurance brokers Lowndes 
Lambert and Fenchurch 
Group has gone on staff 
redundancies and incidental 
expenses (Marianne Curphey 
w-rires). 

The new company. Lambert 
Fenchurch. announced pre-tax 
profit of £14.6 million before 
exceptional items for the year 
to March, compared with 
EI3.9 million for Lowndes 
Lambert only in 1996. The 
latest figure included a 
£300.000 contribution from 
Fenchurch for the first six 
weeks of the merger. 

Other costs relating to the 
merger included a writedown 
for unoccupied property and 
obsolete computer systems 
after the link-up in February. 

Earnings per share were 
down slightly to 14.8p (15.6p) 
and the final dividend is 
maintained at 5.5p a share, 
making 8.4p again for the 
year. 


By Oliver August 


MANDERS, the chemicals 
company, issued a profits 
warning yesterday in the wake 
of a margin squeeze caused by 
the rising pound. It said “pre¬ 
tax profit for 1997 will be sig¬ 
nificantly below market expec¬ 
tations". Analysts had forecast 
profits of about £8 million. 

The company claimed to be 
hit particularly hard by ster¬ 
ling's strength because 75 per 
cent of its output is sold 
overseas. The purchase of raw 
materials abroad added to the 
currency problems. 

In a rrading statement, the 
company said that although 
sales volume in the first five 
months improved through or¬ 
ganic growth, continued pres¬ 
sure on selling prices together 
with higher material prices, 
had eroded margins. 

Manders said that the 
strong pound has also had a 
significant effect on the trans¬ 
lated value of profits of over¬ 


seas subsidiaries. The warn¬ 
ing surprised the City as it 
came only three months after 
the annual results in March. 
The company said then that 
“the impact [of sterling] on our 
business would be limited and 
the effects of translating our 
results into sterling not too 
marked". 

The share price did not 
move from 130p yesterday. 
Analysts had already dis¬ 
counted the probability of 
currency problems, at which 
the company had hinted in 
March. Tire share price has 
fallen by more than 50 per cent 
over the past year. 

The company said: “Our 
balance sheet remains strong 
and while first-half profits will 
be disappointing compared 
with last year, competitive 
pressures on prices are weak¬ 
ening. and we are confident 
that profitability will be im¬ 
proved in the second half." 


Japanese 
market rises 
on survey 

THE Japanese stock market 
surged overnight after the 
Bank of Japan’s quarterly 
Tankan survey revealed much 
stronger business sentiment 
than previously suspected 
(George SiveU writes). 

Japanese analysts said the 
survey result was ideal, sug¬ 
gesting that the rone of the 
economy was strong but not 
enough to justify an early rise 
in the official discount rate. 
However, they remained wary 
of the possibility of a rate rise 
from the current 0.5 per cent 
by the autumn. 

The Nikkei average rose 
33734 points to close at 
20,67937. The dollar dipped 
more than one yen from late 
Tuesday's New York lev-els to 
Yl 13.38. Japanese government 
bond and euroyen futures fell. 

The survey- measures the 
balance of companies that see 
conditions as favourable over 
those that do not. The June 
index was plus seven, up from 
plus two in March. 
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SAUDI ARABIA and Iran, the °have 

Organisation of Petroleum Ex P°J^ te j^ biggest quota- 

csiisss s WsSssS- 

Opec was ready to open Vienna talks to assign proouui 

quotas for the six months from July : rf - would 

Delegates forecast that a Saudi-backed rnajoniy . . 

fevpite the expedient of freezing wnentquasu ^ 

of 25 miUionbarrels a day until the yeai"s end. However, me 

Saudis, ‘working with Iran, were trying to deal Jj.-. 
violations by some members, led by Venezuela,Jhai have lifted - 
actual Opec’output two million barrels above the 0 

Food exports plea 

BRITAIN could double the value of its food and drink exports 
by 2005 to more than £20 billion, a new "Pf^S^pSS- 
companies should focus, on growing maikec ui As ,a 
and Eastern Europe, according to the Food From Bnom 
export marketing consultancy. They should also play on then- 
ability to innovate by concentrating cm convenience and 
added goods. An increasingly^saturated home market 
mean limited growth opportunities in the next few years. 

Vocalis loss deepens 

VOCALIS, the speech technology and call processing group, 
lost £L9 million before tax in the year to March 31, a deterior¬ 
ation from the £12 million loss in the previous year. Losses per 
share accelerated from 4.S5p to 6.1p. The group raised E4.4 
million in a flotation last July and at the year end had £—9 
million in cash or on. deposit. It said: "We have moved well 
towards the goals established before the public issue. The 
group now has all of the components necessary, for success." 

Penna at the double 

PENN A the human resource services group, reported pre¬ 
tax profits up to £227 million (£1.06 million) in the year to 
Mardi 3L on £16.7 million sales (£14.7.million). Earnings per 
share rose from 10.12p to 20_26p. The total dividend is 
maintained at 2p. Sir Andrew Hugh Smith, chairman, said: 
“Current operating conditions show good demand for all the 
services we provide. We hope to continue the steady growth 
we have enjoyed these past two and a half years." 

GEI leaps to £5.5m 

GEI INTERNATIONAL, the processing and packaging 
machinery group, lifted pre-tax profits to £53 million, from 
£1.8 million, in the year to March 3L Turnover from 
continuing operations fell to £85 million, from £91 million. 
The company has completed its withdrawal from steel 
manufacturing. The total dividend is unchanged at 45p a: 
share, with a 3p final. Earnings rose to 93p a share, from 
4.7p. The shares rose Ip, to 99p. 

Chesterfield acquisition 

CHESTERFIELD PROPERTIES has made its first acquisi¬ 
tion in retail warehousing, paying £11.1 million for the 96,000 
sq ft Admiral Retail Park in Eastbourne. East Sussex. Ten¬ 
ants at the development, which is due for completion in Sept-. 
ember, will be Home base, ScottishPower, Pet City. Wickes, 
Tempo and McDonalds. The vendor is Spen Hill Properties. 
Chesterfield will pay an initial consideration of £83 million, 
with the balance due cm completion of the development. 
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End of the line for tax credit? 


David Cruickshank cautions the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
against rushing into a decision 


G ordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, wants to 
raise more money in 
next week s Budget. He has 
also said the present system 
encourages companies to pay 
excessive dividends rather 
than retain profits to invest in 
the business. That must mean 
the tax credit is at risk. 

Abolishing the tax credit 
would be easy, but the ramifi¬ 
cations would he widespread. 
Some suggest that Mr Brown 
will reduce it by 5 per cent 
now. with a view to phasing it 
out over a period. But that 
does nor conjure away the 
problems: it merely eases the 
adjustment to them. Here are 
some of the consequences of 
getting rid of the credit. 

□ Chari tics: Many charities 
invest a large part of their 
capital in equities. The 20 per 
cent reduction in dividend 
yield would force them to 
currail activities. 

□ Pension funds: By far the 
majority of occupational pen¬ 
sion funding is done under 
"final-salary" schemes. If the 
tax credit is abolished, the 20 
per cent reduction in dividend 
yield will produce a double 
whammy since employers 
will have to make good both 
the future pension shortfall 
caused by lower dividend 
income and the reduction in 
capital value built up to meet 
pensions that have already 


Happiness is 
higher pay 

FINANCE directors are 
happy souls. Or so the latest 
survey says. Hays Accoun¬ 
tancy- Personnel" surveyed 
450 finance directors and 
found that two thirds of 
them felt the future looked 
good or very good. That 
might not be Surprising 
considering the survey’s oth¬ 
er findings. The finance 
directors report that work¬ 
load per employee has in- 


accrued. This value must be 
actuarially calculated by ref¬ 
erence to the (now reduced) 
income the fund can generate. 

This, in turn, will reduce 
the corporation rax yield, or it 
may precipitate a move From 
fi na l-sa ia ry schemes ro 
"money-purchase" schemes. 
As with personal pensions 
and additional voluntary con¬ 
tributions (AVCs) the loss of 
dividend yield would reduce 
members' pensions. 

□ Debt/equity bias: Abolish¬ 
ing the tax credit will add to 
the bias against equity in 
favour of debt finance, if 
interest and dividend rates 
were equal, the net return on 
loan finance would be about 
20 per cent greater than that 
on equity finance. Risk-free 
lending would be favoured at 
the expense of risk-bearing 
equity finance. 

□ Would ACT be kept? 

The tax credit goes hand in 
hand with advance corpora¬ 
tion tax, but even if ihe 
Chancellor abolishes the for¬ 
mer 1 would expea him to 
keep the latter. 

A short-term reason for 
continuing to make com¬ 
panies pay part of their 
corporation tax in advance 
when they pay dividends is to 
keep up the cashflow to the 
Exchequer. Without any 
ACT. even if it is replaced by a 
dividend withholding tax. 






m 
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David Cruickshank would like wider discussion 


there will be a shortfall of 
revenue in the first year. Only 
in the second year will reve¬ 
nue receipts go up. when the 
full amount of the first year's 
corporation tax is received 
without any ACT to offset it. 
□ International groups: A 
longer-term reason for keep¬ 
ing ACT is to do with interna¬ 
tional groups. Some groups 
that have high overseas earn¬ 
ings do not pay much corpo¬ 


ration tax. The ACT they pay 
on their dividends is not so 
much a prepayment as the 
only payment of corporation 
tax. The Exchequer would 
lose permanently from such 
groups if ACT were 
abolished. 

These groups often try to 
maximise their UK-source 
profits ar the expense of 
foreign-source profits. For in¬ 
stance, they may finance their 


ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


creased 60 per cent in the 
manufacturing seaor and Oi 
per cent in services while they 
have paid them less. Fifty- 
seven per cent of finance 
directors reported that they 
had doled out pay rises of 
between I per cent and 3.4 per 
cent Meanwhile, the) - have 
paid themselves more. Sixty 
per cent of finance directors 
reported that management 
pay had gone up more than 43 


per cent, which prohaHv ex¬ 
plains the happiness. 

Fuller figures 

IN SPITE nf the continuing 
reluctance of accountancy 1 
firms to release figures 
Saffeiy Chamnness is keen to 
swim against* the tide. Not 
only has it just announced a 
10 per cun! increase in fee in¬ 
come to Ei$.b million for its 


1996-97 year but it has also re¬ 
vealed that ir has been award¬ 
ed nationwide accreditation 
by Investors in People. It is 
only the second accountancy 
firm to have achieved such an 
award. 

Sporting lives 

GRAHAM WARD, deputy 
chairman of Price 
Waterhouse's world energy 


foreign subsidiaries mainly 
by debt rather than equity; 
this gives them ■‘clean" inter¬ 
est in the UK rather than 
dividends that are "sullied" 
by a credit for foreign tax. 
They do this not out of a sense 
of patriotism, but to bear 
enough UK tax to pay divi¬ 
dends without increasing 
their tax liability. They will no 
longer have the incentive to 
plan the UK sourcing of 
profits if ACT is abolished. 

□ Tax credit and basic rate: 
If. initially, the Chancellor 
does no more than reduce the 
tax credit by 5 per cenL he will 
have to solve a Chinese 
puzzle. If the basic rate of fax 
stays at 23 per cent, will he 
ro Ilea rhe missing 8 per cent 
from basic rate taxpayers? 
Eight per cent is a large 
margin, hut it would be 
cumbersome to collect it from 
shareholders who typically 
have small portfolios of 
shares in utilities and 
demutualised building societ¬ 
ies. Many more people would 
have to submit self-assess¬ 
ment tax returns. 

□ Conclusion: To reduce the 
credit by 5 per cent would 
have considerable conse¬ 
quences. If the Chancellor is 
contemplating further cuts I 
hope he will put forward his 
ideas for Ihe widest possible 
discussion. 

Mistaking rhe conse¬ 
quences could create consid¬ 
erable financial turmoil and 
undo the Government's aim 
lo create a stable business 
environment and engender 
long-term confidence. 

The author is head nfLondon tax. 
Dchritte {J Tnuchc 


group and a persistent con¬ 
tender for the presidential lad¬ 
der at the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in 
England and Wales, has al¬ 
ways had a sporting reput¬ 
ation. He was famously rhe 
university's heavyweight box¬ 
ing champion when he was at 
Oxford. But now his prowess 
is rubbing off on others. His 
secretary at Price Waterhouse. 
Jo Hogan, is All England 
county champion at bar 
billiards. 


Why Mitchell should 
carry on regardless 


Robert Bruce 


IT MAY be time to knock the Austin Mitchell 
phenomenon on the head. For years, the 
garrulous MP for Great Grimsby has been 
the populist frontman for attacking the 
accountancy profession. First, he simply 
enraged the profession. Then they grew to 
like him. "If we didn’t have Austin.” senior 
people in the large firms and at Ihe institutes 
say. “we would have to invent him.” 

The view was that Mitchell's stream of 
articles and speeches, peppered as they were 
with the old Labour jargon in which business 
was run exclusively by “toffs” and “chaps", 
was good for the profession. All the card¬ 
board cul-out cliches reminded accountants 
of their responsibilities. But they also knew 
that it was delivered in such a delightfully 
old-fashioned knockabout style that they had 
little to fear. 

They also knew the background. Professor 
Prem Sikka. a man they (ended to view as an 
eccentrically obsessive critic, was the provid¬ 
er of enormous sheaves of Mitchell’s rhetoric. 
But accountants who met 
Mitchell when Sikka was 
not at his elbow knew that 
by and large. Ihe genial MP . fgSftt’i 

was not so wildly at odds 
with their views as the JrJtm ^ 
ranting articles might have ‘ 

suggested. And we know ^ 

from a recent article written 2*a3f 
by Mitchell's wife that the 
family view of Sikka is not 
necessarily that he is a man 
wiih his finger fully on the ' 

political pulse. 

Mitchell has made his 
mark. Certainly the current 
proposals for the indepen¬ 
dent oversight hoard 
planned by the profession 
and much of the emphasis KUr 

on a level playing field in Ihe R R 1 

debate over limited liability 
partnerships would not have 
come about if he had not been such a 
persistent critic 

Blit now we seem to have reached the point 
where the Mitchell performances have less 
and less contact with what is going on in the 
profession. The profession has changed. The 
Government has changed. The only thing 
that hasn’t is Mitchells material. His script 
remains the same. 


Robert 

Bruce 


I tiltS 


zeaL yet ignored the fact that they seem per¬ 
fectly comfortable with such partnerships. If 
such measures were introduced here it 
""would ensure that all the partners in a prac¬ 
tice, who are currently liable down to their 
last Jaguar and their last yacht, could evade 
their liabilities", he said. 

He had a go at “tbe dubious and dodgy 
tactics used by. the big accountancy firms" m 
this matter. He had a rant about the “tin-pot 
jurisdiction in Jersey" that could allow such 
partnership structures. On the subject of re¬ 
gulation he ignored the existence of the 
profession's proposals for an independent 
oversight board. He hardened his usual 
“chaps regulating chaps" gibe to “the mafia 
regulates the mafia". 

/VII this was standard stuff. But what was 
interesting was the response from Ian 
McCartney. Department of Trade and Indus¬ 
try Minister responsible for the profession. 
He emphasised that “our fundamental re- 
sponsibilty is to come to a view on how to' 
strike a fair overall balance 
p. in the public interest". He 

fidea thanked Mitchell for his 

WnS n^tSisx animated, enthusiastic and. 

provocative presentation”. 

Yn But he took noneof Mitch- 

ell's points on board. He' 
pointed out that the DTI had- 
,tseif commissioned an mde- 
] pendent academic to took 

. TgT J J] imo the profession’s record 

^tlSS y °™ regulation in 1994 and 

that his conclusion was that 
self-regulation is being op- 

-- eraied conscientiously". He 

pointed out that Mitchell 
had got some of his figures 
--wrong. . 

ERT Th p impression he gave 

ry-ir? Was 1 J^at the Government 

would stick to its manifesto 
pledges and that fairness 

the ioumn! 


debate on the regulation of auditors that he 
initialed last week in the House of Commons. 
He happily ignored his party's manifesto 
pledge, garbled though it was, to review the 
law on joint and several liability and provide 
accountants "with adequate projection". In¬ 
stead he rattled off an attack on Ihe idea of 
limited liability partnerships. He praised the 
American authorities for their regulatory 
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Shares close near best of day 


TRADING PERIOD- Settlement tskes place five business dsys after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, \ields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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LAW 35 
Court of Appeal 


Council liable for damage caused by roadside tree Judge can form 


Hurst and Another v Hamp¬ 
shire County Council 
Before Lord Justice Smart-Smith. 
Lord Justice Morrill and Sir John 
BalcnmbL- 
|Judgment June I9| 

Where a tree grew in the verge *>f a 
highway which had been dedi¬ 
cated to the public the highway 
authority were liable for damage to 
u building adjacent lu the highway 
caused by the roots or the tree. 

The Court of Appeal sn held in a 
nerved judgment, dismissing an 
appeal by Hampshire Count) 
Council from an award by Mr 
Recorder Meggeson. at Southamp- 
lun County Court, of E7S.S23 in the 
plaintiff's. Steven John Hurst and 
Jane Hurst, for damage to their 
house 

Mr Simon Russen Tor the coun¬ 
cil: Mr Demuxl O'Brien. QC and 
Mr John McDonald for the 
plaintiffs. 

LORD JUSTICE SWART- 
SMITH said that the plaintiffs 
were the owners of a semi-de¬ 
tached house at 213 Highlands 
Road. Fareham. huilt in 10S4: tlte 
other pan of the building was 
numbered 211. The council were 
the highway authority for High¬ 
lands Road. 

In the verge of the highway 
outside the boundaries of 211 and 
213 was an uak tree. It was between 
170 and years old. If the 
dividing line between 2! I and 213 
was extended nut in die Dent re of 
the road, die tree was on the 211 
side of the line. 

Highlands Road was an ancient 
highway originally maintainable 
by the inhabitants at large which 
subsequently vested in the council 
or their predecessors. It was ac¬ 
cepted that the tree was planted 
and grew after the highway had 
been dedicated in the public. 


' In lu£W. during a very dry 
summer, die plaintiffs' house 
began to suffer serious structural 
damage, li was [he plaintiffs’ case 
that tlte damage was caused liy 

subsidence due Ki moisture extrac¬ 
tion or dehydration of the clay soil 
hy the roots uf the tree. 

The oiurk.il maintained that die 
damage was caused by re-hydra¬ 
tion of the soil resulting in heave 
rather than subsidence. The re¬ 
corder resolved the Issue in favour 
of the plaintiffs and there was no 
appeal on that point. 

The recorder also found that the 
damage To ihe plaintiffs' house wu 
reaMwahty foreseeable hy Ihe 
council. Following die decisions of 
ihe Court of Appeal in Leakey v 
National Trust Q19Sf)| I QB 485) 
and Sallewnv v Hampshire Cnuntv 
Council «I'K|) 7K LtJR -HP) ihiil 
was a necessary precondition to 
liability in nuisance nn the part uf 
the council. 

Till* recorder did not find that 
the council owned the live. He 
found thuu liable in nuisance and 
negligence, seemingly on the basis 
that thef "bad power In maintain 
the tree and did sn maintain it”. 

The power to maintain was 
contained in sectiun 96(1) of the 
Highways Act 1980. There was 
evidence that between about 1956 
ami I9&I the council pruned the 
tree from time lu time. 

Mr Russen subiniued rhai sir 
lion 96(11 prov ided a puwer only lo 
maintain the tree. In the absence of 
a claim bused on section 9o(fi) of 
the Act he said that there was no 
Siam lory duty to act and mere 
failure to do so did not give rise to 
liability at cummon law. 

He submitted that the tree was 
not the property of the council, but 
of the owner uf the subsoil. He 
relied on the presumption that the 
owner of land adjoining the high¬ 


way owned the soil up lo the mid¬ 
line uf the highway. 

However, it was clear that the 
tree was in fact on the 211 side of 
the projected boundary between 
the two houses, so that if anyone 
other than the council was the 
owner il was the owner of 211. 

The primary submission uf Mr 

O'Brien was that under the statu¬ 
tory provisions whereby the high¬ 
way was vested in the council and 

iheir predacssor* the property in 
the tree hImj vested in them so that 
they became owners of the true. or. 
alternatively, sufficient properly in 
it to found liability for nuisance. 

Mr O’Brien'!! alternative sub¬ 
mission was that die power to 
maintain cun tamed in section 
Ubfl). coupled with the exi-rdse of 
that puwer by pruning the tree fnr 
at least 30 years, demonstrated 
sufficient control over Ihe tree to 
found an action in nuisance. 

Before considering the relevant 
statutory provisions, ir was conve¬ 
nient for the purpose of the 
judgment to divide trees growing 
in Ihe highway info three 
categories: 

1 Those planted and gmwing in the 
highway before dedication or 
adoption uf the highway by Ihe 
inhabitants at large ur the higli- 
way authority: pre-adiqilion trees. 

2 Those planted and gmwing in 
the highway after dedication nr 
uduptiuii, but not planted under 
statutory powers: post-adoption 
trees. The tree in ihe present case 
was a post-adoption tree. 

3 Those planted under express 
siatutory powers granted lu ihe 
highway authority: planted trees. 

Section % of the I9WJ Act 
provided: “(I) ... a highway au¬ 
thority may. in a highway main¬ 
tainable at the public expense by 
them, plant trees ... and may ... 
do anything expedient for the 


Cutting time of rehearing 


Northumberland and Dur¬ 
ham Property Trust Ud v 
London Rent Assessment 
Committee and Others 

When remitting a case to a 
trihunaJ for rehearing where a 
respondent had conceded a ma¬ 
terial ground of appeal, a court 
was not bound to hear full argu¬ 
ment on every other ground of 
appeal to comply with Order 55. 
rule 7(5) af the Rules ol the 
Supreme Court. 

Mr Justice Latham so hdd m a 
reserved judgment in the Queen's 
Bench Division on May 23 when 


allowing an appeal by the appel¬ 
lant landlord under section II of 
the Tribunals and Inquiries Ad 
1992 against the respondent's 
determination of a fair rent of the 
appellant's properties. 

The appellant had submitted 
that despite the respondent's con¬ 
cession that two uf the 13 grounds 
of appeal had been made out and 
that the maner should be remitted 
to the tribunal, the own was 
obliged under Order55 to hear fulJ 
argument on all 13 grounds in 
order to provide the tribunal with 
its opinion. 

HIS LORDSHIP said that the 


court had the power, in the exercise 
of its inherent jurisdiction to 
control its own procedures, to 
decline to hear argument beyond 
that necessary to determine the 
appropriate form of relief. 

In exercising that discretion the 
court should have in mind the 
wider interest of the proper admin¬ 
istration of justice, namely saving 
rime and costs, and should he slow 
to permit an appellant to pursue its 
other grounds nf appeal unless il 
could properly be said that it was 
necessary in the interests nf justice 
for the court lu determine and give 
its opinion upon those grounds. 
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maintenance ... nf trees ... 
planted ... whether or not by 
them, in such a highway.” 

His Lordship said that that 
power tn maintain trees, which 

included the power to prune them, 
related to all three categories. 

Subsection (h) provided: “No tree 
... shall be planted ... or ... 
allowed to remain... .so as to be a 
nuisance ... to the owner ... of 
premises adjacent to the highway.” 

That subsection applied only to 
planted trees. 

Mr Justice Tudor Evans was in 
error in Russell v Burner London 
Borough Council ((l«W4) S3 LT.R 
151170-171} where he said Hut the 

predecessor of that subsection 
applied to all trees, whether nr not 
planted by the highway authority. 

So far as planted trees were 
concerned ji was clear that the 
highway authority would he liable 
under section 9b(6) if the roots of 
the planted tree caused dehydra¬ 
tion to the soil and consequent 
.subsidence uf a building adjacent 
to the highway. 

In his Lordship's opinion, the 
authorities also showed that a 
sufficient properly in post-adop¬ 
tion trees also vested in the 
highway authority to ground an 
action fur nuisance both at the suit 
of the user of the highway whn was 
injured as a result of the dan¬ 
gerous condition of the tree and 
also ax the suit of an adjoining 
owner who suffered damage to 
person or property, provided the 
damage was reasonably 
foreseeable. 

His Lordship referred to Turner 
v Ringwood ({1870} LR 9 Eq 41S): 
Coverdale v Charlton ((1S7S) 4 
QBD 104 and Stillwell v New 
Windsor Corporation ({193212 Ch 
155). 

Mr Russen submitted that if the 
plaintiffs' submission was correct 


section 96(h) was oliosc because the 
highway authority would in any 
event be under a potential liability 
in nuisance lo road users and 
adjoining owners and occupiers at 
common law. Section 96(6) im¬ 
posed a liability, he submitted, 
which would not otherwise exist at 
cummnn law. 

But. in his Lordship’s judgment, 
Mr O'Brien's answer to that 
submission was correct- Section 

96(6) had been inserted 10 guard 
against an argument which might 
otherwise be based upon the 
principle in Gedrfis v Bonn Res¬ 
ervoir ((IS7S 3 App Cas 430). 
namely, that if the statutory power 
to plant was exercised without 
negligence the highway authority 
would not be liable if ihe .con¬ 
sequence of the growth and dev¬ 
elopment of the tree resulted in 
nuisance. 

There was no doubt that, so far 
as post-adoption trees were con¬ 
cerned, the property in them vested 
in ihe highway authority for aU 
purposes. 

If they were planted, albeit not 
under statutory power, they were 
planted far highway purposes in 
that part of the soil which pfainly 
vesied. If they were self-seeded, 
again they were seeded in that pan 
of the highway which vested in the 
local authority. 

If as they matured their roots 
encroached into the subsoil which 
remained the property of the 
adjoining owner, his Lordship did 
not see how that made the trees the 
property of the owner of the 
subsoil. 

That was sufficient to dispose of 
Ihe appeal in ihe plaintiffs’ favour, 
but bolh counsel had urged upon 
the court the view that there was 
no logical distinction between pre 
and post-adoption trees so far as 
the liability of the highway au¬ 


thority lo adjoining owners was 
concerned. 

Mr Russen relied on the derision 
of Mr Justice Tudor Evans in 
Russell v Bamei LBC and a 
decision uf his Lordship In Bridges 
v Harrow LBC (|19S1) 260 EG 2S4) 
that the highway authority was not 
liable for post-adoption frees. For 
the reasons already given his 
Lordship rejected that subraisioru 

Mr O'Brien submitted that both 
derisions were wrong. He pointed 
out that even m relation to pre- 
adaption trees Ihe highway au¬ 
thority were liable in nuisance to 
users of the highway. The law 
extended to users of the highway 
the same protection in relation to 
nuisance on the highway as an 
occupier of land enjoyed in relation 
to a nuisance causing physical 
damage emanating from the 
adjoining land. 

If there was any logical basis in 
the distinction it depended upon 
the fiction that in the case of a pre- 
adoption tree there was a reserva¬ 
tion Tram the public’s right to pass 
over the full extent of the highway 
ihal part of the surface on which 
the tree was growing and that ihe 
owner uf the land at dedication 
intended to reserve ihe tree bunt 
the dedication. 

There were no authorities bind¬ 
ing upon the court which pre¬ 
cluded the court from holding that 
pre-adoption trees vesred in ihe 
highway authority for all pur¬ 
poses. The lime had come when 
Ihe courts should adopt a consis¬ 
tent approach to all highway trees 
other than those already subject to 
the statutory scheme now con¬ 
tained in section 96 of ihe 1980 Act. 

Lord Justice Morrill and Sir 
John Balcombe agreed. 

Solicitors: Mr P. C. B. Robert¬ 
son. Alresford; C. A. Norris, 
Southampton. 


own opinion 


Untrue letter fraudulent 


Henry Ansbacher & Co Lid v 
Binks Stern (a Firm) 

Before Lord Justice Nourse, Lord 
Justice Fteter Gibson and Sir 
Patrick Russell 
{Judgment June 24] 

A decision by a coon of first 
instance acquitting a person of 
fraud could not be overturned on 
appeal except on the dearest 
grounds. 

But a finding that a solicitor at 
the request of his client made a 
written representation to a bank 
that the solicitor knew to be untrue 
had inevitably to lead tn the 
conclusion that it was made 
fraudulently. 

Hie Court of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment allowing an 
appeal by the bank, Henry 
Ansbacher & Co Ud. from the 
judgment of Mr Justice Knox in 
May 1995 m which he had held 
that a misrepresentation made in a 
letter by Mr W. R. Binks. then 
senior partner of a firm of solic¬ 
itors. Binks Stem, at the request of 
Mr Roger Levin, was not made 
fraudulently. 

Miss Barbara Dohmann. QC 
and Mr T. A G. Beazley for die 
bank; Mr Alan Steinfdd. QC and 
Mr Michael King for the solicitors. 

LORD JUSTICE NOURSE. giv- 
ing the judgment of the court, said 
that on September 12. 1990. Mr 
Binks. at the request of Mr Levitt, 
wrote id the bank. 

The letter was received at a time 
when the bank was contemplating 
lending some £25 million to Mr 
Levitt on the security of what it 
understood to be two uncompleted 
contracts with General Accident 
Fire and Life Assurance Corpora¬ 
tion pic and Commercial Union 
Ufe Assurance Co Ltd. 

The bank's case was that the 
letter contained a dear representa¬ 
tion that Mr Binks was acting for 
Mr Levin and that the contracts 
had not been completed. The true 
position was that they had been 
completed, their security value was 
nil and that Mr Binks, who had a 
dose business relationship with 
Mr Levin, knew that the contracts 
had been completed. 

Relying partly on that letter the 
bank had made the loan to Mr 
Levirt. Within three months Mr 
Levin was exposed as a fraudulent 
rogue and in his ensuing bank¬ 
ruptcy the bank lost the money it 
had lenL 

The judge had dismissed the 


bank's action for fraudulent mis¬ 
representation. He was not sat¬ 
isfied (hat Mr Binks's 
representation that the share sale 
agreement had not been completed 
was made fraudulently. He classi¬ 
fied Mr Binks's conduct as "very 
gravely mistaken". 

Miss Dohmann effectively as¬ 
signed the case to the category 
described by Lord Jenkins in 
Akerhielm v De Mare (|1959] AC 
789. 806) in which it was impos¬ 
sible to hold that Mr Binks 
honestly understood the 
representation to bear the mean¬ 
ing claimed by him and honestly 
believed it in that seme to be true. 

Mr Steinfrid argued, correctly, 
that that submission could only be 
accepted if the court was convinced 
that the high test affirmed by the 
Privy Council in Akerhielm (at 
p80b) was satisfied. 

He added, again correctly, that 
the satisfaction of that high test 
was made ail the-harder whwe the 
effective defendant was a solicitor 
aged 68. the senior partner in his 
firm and one who had practised for 
over 25 years without the slightest 
blemish on his character. 

However, someone who repre¬ 
sented that he was acting for 
another in relation to a binding 
agreement for sale, the representa¬ 
tion being untrue to his knowledge 
and influenced by the other’s 
request not to reveal that comple¬ 
tion had taken place, could only 
intend to convey, or be willing to 
give the impression that the agree¬ 
ment had not been completed. 

Indeed, the judge himself rec¬ 
ognised that to accept instructions 
to write a solicitor's letter on a 
subject without mentioning a 
particular fad when one did not 
know the context was perilous and 
that the line between not mention¬ 
ing a fact on the one hand and 
giving a misleading impression 
while nor mentioning a fad on the 
other hand became doubly per¬ 
ilous when the context was not 
known. 

The condusirm was that Mr 
Binks intended to convey, or at 
least was willing to give ihe 
impression that the share sale 
agreements had not been 
completed. 

In arriving at that conclusion the 
court had faithfully sought to 
apply the high test required. There 
were the dearest grounds for 
setting aside the judge’s dedskm. 

Out of natural sympathy for the 
predicament in which Mr Binks 


had come to find himself, the judge 
had failed to appreciate the in¬ 
evitable consequence of his find¬ 
ings that Mr Binks knew that the 
representation was untrue and 
was influenced tty Mr Levitts 
request not to reveal that comple¬ 
tion had taken place. 

In writing the leiter of Septem¬ 
ber 12. Mr Binks intended 10 
convey, or at least was willing to 
give the impression that the share 
sale agreements had not been 
Gompfeted. 

The bank was entitled lo judg¬ 
ment in ihe action. 

Solicitors: Gouldens; Barlow 
Lyde& Gilbert 


Regina v Smith (Leonard) 
Before Lord Bingham of ComhilL 
Lord Chief Justice, Mr Justice 
Rougier and Mr Justice Maurice 
Kay 

{Judgment June 9| 

A judge considering the sentence 10 
be passed on a stalker after an 11- 
day trial was entirely justified in 
dissenting from reports of psychi¬ 
atric opinion whether the offender, 
if at liberty, would present a 
continuing threat to ihe victim. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 
Division, so held when reducing 
from 30 to 21 months the sentence 
on Peter Leonard Smith, aged 52, 
imposed at Knightsbridge Crown 
Court hy Judge Richard Walker on 
conviction for assault occasioning 
actual bodily harm on the victim, 
contrary to section 47 of the 
Offences against the Person Act 
1861 by conducting an obsessive 
pursuit of the victim from 19 92 to 
1996. 

Mrs Pearl Humberstone. as¬ 
signed hy ihe Registrar of Crim¬ 
inal Appeals, for the appellant; Mr 
Afiab Jaffergee. present by direc¬ 
tion of the Registrar of Criminal 
Appeals, for ihe Crown. 

THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE, 
giving the judgment of the court, 
said that the question for ihe judge 
in sentencing was whether the 
threshold for a custodial sentence 
had been crossed bearing in mind 
ihe appellants conduct had been 
persisted in for a long period, 
causing injury to the victim's 
mental and physical health and 
that he had persisted despite many 
warnings and opportunities to 
desisL 

Mrs Humberstoneaccepted that 
the custody threshold had been 
crossed and their Lordships had 
no hesitation in agreeing. 

His Lordship referred to R v 
Burstow (The Times July 30,1996; 

119971 I Cr App R 104) and R v 
Constaaza (The Times March 31. 
1997) and said that Mrs 
Humberstone relied on Ihe 
relationship in die present case 
being genuine and loving and also 
that tlte appellant had been suffer¬ 
ing from a depressive illness while 
the events were taking place: 

She also relied on psychiatric 
reports on the appellant and. in 
particular, on the report that the 
appellant did not represent a 
continuing threat lo the victim. She 
submitted in the grounds of appeal 
that the judge was wrong to take a 
different view. 


GOOD 

GUIDE 


Their Lordships were of the very 
dear opinion that the judge was 
entirely justified in taking the view 
that he did. even if that meant 
some divergence from the psychi¬ 
atric opinions before him. 

It was ihe practice of the courts 
to receive with great respect any 
opinion expressed by any qualified 
medical practitioner. On technical 
questions turning on issues of 
medical expertise or diagnosis a 
judge would be very unlikely to 
dissent from such on opinion. 

The question in this cose, how¬ 
ever. was whether the appellant 
was likely, if at liberty, to represent 
a continuing threat to the victim. 
The judge had currently held that 
that was something on which he 
was much heller placed lo form an 
opinion than the doctors. Accord¬ 
ingly. their Lordships would make 
no crilidsm of his approach. 

Starting (rum the position that a 
custodial sentence was appro¬ 
priate, the sentence had rwo ele¬ 
ments os the judge had pointed 
out (i) punishment fnr ihe conduct 
persisted in over a period to the 
grave injury to the victim: (ii) 10 
afford a significant measure of 
protection to the victim. 

It was relevant u> bear in mind 
ihat the appellant was driven by 
his obsession, which he appeared 
to be unable to control. That did 
nut relieve him of responsibility for 
what he had done but it mitigated 
ihe gravity nf ihe offence tn some 
extent. 

So far as concerned appropriate 
period protection of the victim, it 
was important to bear in mind that 
in contrast to Burstow the present 
was the appellant's first experience 
of imprisonment. 

One had reason to hope that the 
experience might have the effect of 
bringing him fo his senses and that 
conduct of the kind complained of 
simply could not be tolerated or 
accepted. A significant custodial 
sentence was called for. 

Solicitors: Crown Prosecution 
Service, London. 

Correction 

In Marshall v NM Financial 
Management Ltd (The Times June 
24) the unsuccessful appeal was 
brought by ihe defendant. NM 
Financial Management, repre¬ 
sented by Mr Mark Cron. QC and 
Mr Neil Caiver. The plaintiff. Mr 
Marshall, was represented by Mr 
Mark Barnes. QC and Mr Andrew 
bmon. 
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Conran v Mean Fiddler 
Holdings Ltd and Others 

Both the use of “Zn". the 
chemical symbol for the element 
zinc, and the use of “ZN", because 
plainly dose to it, as well as the use 
of -S1NC* or “SYNC”, would 
amount to infringements of the 
trade mark “ZINC", registered 
under No 2023230 on June 7.1955. 
in respect of planning, design and 
interior design 0 / restaurants, 
cafes, cafeterias, bistros, wine 
bars, and soon. 

Mr Justice Robert Walker so 
held in the Chancery Division on 


May 6 when in granting the 
plaintiff. Sir Terence Conran, sum¬ 
mary judgment under Order 14 of 
the Rules of the Supreme Court for 
an injunction restraining Mean 
Ftddler Holdings Ud, The Zinc 
Bar Ltd and John Vinoait Pbwer. a 
director of both companies, from 
infringing that mark, whether by 
the use. in relation lo bars or 
restaurants or bar restaurants, of 
the words and marks “Z1NCBAR". 
“ZINC", “SINC", "SYNC". “ZN". 
"Zn" or any other word of mark 
colon rably similar thereto, or 
otherwise howsoever. 




The Times Higher Education Supplement is essential weekly reading for anyone involved in 
higher education, training and research. On June 27 we’re giving you even more of a reason to 
visa your newsagent. The first of The THE5 Good Teaching Guides will be published offering you 
facts, advice and inspiration to help you do a better Job erf helping your students leam. 

In addition to offering practical advice and bps, the June 27 Good Teaching Guide wiB include; 

- Views from students on what they reafly think of you’ teaching - Exclusive coverage of 
the latest survey of academics' suggestions to improve teaching and learning ki universities 
- Profile at a star lecturer - Phis a round up of essential new reacSng 

Visit your newsagent on June 27 
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UneOne, the new UK Internet service from BT and News International, is designed just for you, 
but has something for everyone. 
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■ FILM 1 


Holy vacuity! 
Despite the 
technical wizardry. 
Batman # 

Robin is thin 
on real thrills 



■ FILM 2 


... but Love Jones 
is a pleasant 
surprise: a 
warm, intelligent 
movie about 
inner-city youth 


THE’gg&TIMES 

ARTS 



■ FILM 3 


A rebel with a 
cause is depicted 
in the absorbing 
docii-drama Frantz 
Fanon: Black 
Skin White Mask 



# t . and the ICA 
also revives 
Gillo Fontecorvo’s 
superb 1965 
epic. The Battle 
of Algiers 


CINEMA: Biff! George Clooney has a bash at playing Gotham City’s finest. Pow! Geoff Brown sides with the baddies 


Wholly 
ludicrous, 
Caped 
Crusader 

B atman & Robin — ir Clooney: apt casting physical- 
ha.': a PG certificate, ly. although he gets no closer 
if Diana. Princess of than Michael Keaton or Val 
Wales is interested — Kilmer to rendering the char- 


B at man & Robin — it 
has a PG certificate, 
if Diana. Princess of 
Wales is interested — 
is tonering towards the home 
stretch. Michael Gough, alias 
Alfred the butler, lies pale and 
dishevelled in bed. He is 
desperately ill. A doctor ad¬ 
vises: “It’s stage one of 
MacGregor’s syndrome." 

Perhaps I am suffering from 
something related. You could 
call it Schumacher's syn¬ 
drome. after the film's direc¬ 
tor. Joel Schumacher, who 
also perpetrated the previous 
Batman epic. Batman Forev¬ 
er. [r is caused by prolonged 
exposure to high-tech block¬ 
busters that batter eyes and 
ears for hours at a time, set 
cash registers ringing the 
world over, but give”no nour¬ 
ishment to the imagination. 
The disease is not fatal, but 
one's spirit dies a little. 

As usual with these affairs, 
the first 20 minutes test one's 
stamina. After a few cheeky’ 
shots of Batman and Robin 
zipping up their black leather, 
the crime fighters race off to 
battle. Robrn. as before, is 
Chris O’Donnell, eager and 
bland. Batman is George 


Clooney: apt casring physical¬ 
ly. although he gets no closer 
than Michael Keaton or Val 
Kilmer to rendering the char¬ 
acter interesting. 

Their destination is the 
Gotham Museum of Art, en¬ 
cased in ice by Mr Freeze. He 
is portrayed by Arnold Sch¬ 
warzenegger. got up to look 
like the mongrel offspring of 
the Tin Man in the Wizard of 
Oz and the Ice Queen. “The 
Iceman comerh!” Mr Freeze 
says with a mad glint in his 
eye. And he keeps on coming, 
along with the biffs and 
bashes, the aerial battles, the 
laboratory explosions and the 
tedious vamping of a vil¬ 
lain ness (Uma Thurman’s Poi¬ 
son Ivy). The pile-driving style 
is fine for raising audience 
adrenalin, but does nothing to 
help the film to nurture either 
characters or plot. 

When the time comes, as it 
must, for these to be treated, 
the film falls apart. Batman 
and Robin quarrel about trust. 
Batman fears for the dying 
Alfred, his childhood saviour. 
Then die butler's English 
niece (Alicia Silverstone) ar¬ 
rives. although she ads and 
speaks more like a motorcycle 


;•* • ' ‘ 
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Batman. & Robin 

Warner West End 

PG, 125 mins 

New bottle, old trim 

Love Jones 

Virgin Trocadero 
15.109 mins 
Endearing black 
romance 

Frantz Fanon: 
Black Skin 
White Mask 

ICA Cinema. 70 mins , 
Poetic portrait of the 
black intellectual * 

The Battle 
of Algiers 
ICA Cinema. 121 mins 
Pomecorvo's masterpiece 
revived 


George Clooney, Uma Thurman and Chris O’Donnell compare costumes in a scene from Batman & Robin, the Latest in the money-spinning series 


chick from the San Fernando 
Valley. These wisps of plot 
never knit together, and only 
highlight the shallow spectacle 
between. 

From the technical stand¬ 
point, the production's finesse 
provides much to gawp at 


Gotham’s Gothic towers shoot 
into the sky. Streets, buildings 
and people are frozen where 
they stand; there are stunts 
galore. Bigger, though, is not 
particularly better, especially 
when Gotham's basic design 
is unchanged. Even rabid fans 


In 54 

Sofitel hotels, 
the sweetness 
of summer 
begins with 
sweet prices 

From June 27 to August 31,1997, 54 luxury 

HOTELS INVITE YOU TO DISCOVER THE MOST BEAU¬ 
TIFUL European and American cities. Enjoy 
ONE NIGHT FOR ONLY £ 69* IN VIENNA, 
Marseilles. Paris, Lisbon and Miami; £ 79* in 
Bruges. Versailles. Nice, Bologna .and 
Chicago; £ 89* in Amsterdam, Cannes, 
Rome, Venice and Los Angeles (single or 

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY INCLUDING BREAKFAST). 

Savings of up to 50%! 

These > titis .in- n> >i aimul.imc with ivhcr pifitiotioiv, «>r N-nelits. 


Information &. Reservations 


Tel.: 0181 283 4577 


of the series may be feeling 
they have been here too often. 

But they have not seen the 
villains, and it is they who give 
Batman & Robin whatever 
life it contains. Monotony sets 
in quickly with Thurman, the 
horticulturalist turned slinky 
vamp. But Schwarzenegger is 
funny, moderately, and he 
seems to be enjoying himself. 
I’m glad somebody is. 


B y contrast. Love 
Jones is easy to en¬ 
joy. The cast com¬ 
prises young African 
Americans. The city is Chica¬ 
go. The time is now. You wait 
for die first ghetto slaying, the 
first heroin overdose. They 
never happen. Instead, char¬ 
acters in Theodore Witcher’s 
first film recite poetry to 
double bass and sax accompa¬ 
niment; they drop mentions of 
Charlie Parker, Mozart even 
Bernard Shaw. Above all, they 
talk about love and sex. trust 
and commitment This is that 


rarity; a caring, alert film 
about people. 

Indeed. Love Jones, featur¬ 
ing LarenzTate and Nia Long, 
is so smoothly civilised that it 
almost persuades you to over¬ 
look its faults. But not quite. 
As the relationship between 
struggling photographer Nina 
and struggling writer Darius 
waxes and wanes. Witcher’s 
script loses same grip on real 
life and falls into cliche. And 
all the available charm in the 
world — Tate and Long have 
considerable amounts — can¬ 
not hide the growing feeling of 
a film in low gear. 

If Schwarzenegger or these 
Chicago lovebirds cannot en¬ 
tice you into a cinema, maybe 
Frantz Fanon wfll? No movie 
star he. although the actor 
impersonating the black intel¬ 
lectual in Frantz Fanon: 
Black Skin White Mask is 
certainly glamorous in looks, 
far more so than the genuine 
article. Bom in Martinique in 
1925, Fanon joined the French 


Resistance to combat - Nazi 
Germany, trained in medicine 
and psychiatry, wrote his book 
Black Skin White Mask as a 
graduate thesis, worked at a 
psychiatric hospital in Algeria, 
and joined the country’s Nat¬ 
ional liberation Front His 
experiences gave him particu¬ 
lar insight into the mindset of 
racism and colonialism, and it 
is those that help to shape 
Isaac Julien and Mark Nashls 
absorbing, poetic portrait. 

This is far from a straight 
documentary. Staged recre¬ 
ations of scenes from Fan on's 
life, featuring Colin Salmon, 
merge with interviews with 
family members and cultural 
theorists. Newsreel footage, 
fictional film snatches, archive 
radio broadcasts are all blend¬ 
ed in. Julien may I rave fallen 
down when directing actors in 
his fictional feature Young 
Soul Rebels, but he is a wizard 
at seducing us with sorio- 
historical essays. 

Even when shooting talking 


heads, Julien and his cinema- v 
tographer Nina Kellgren 
strive for poetic intensity in 
lighting and composition. This 
is not simply mannerism. ft' 
suits the script's conception of 
Fanon as a romantic figure, 
who died young, of leukaemia, * 

in 1961. months before Alge-~" 
ria’s independence. The overl y 
visual style also chimes with- - 
Fanon's thoughts about the 
dynamics of looking and desir¬ 
ing: not for nothing is Frantz ~ 
Fanon devised by two people 
happy with structuralist film • 
theory (Nash, producer and ' 
co-writer, once edited the inf a- _• 
incus magazine Screen). Still, 
this is not a film to be afraid of: 
it stimulates the brain, heart 
and eye. 

S o, too. does The Battle 
of Algiers. Gillo 
Fontecorvo's masterly 
film from 1965, revived 
as a companion piece to the _ 
Fanon portrait. Partly fundecL - 
by the Algerian Government 
and banned for a time. in!. 
France, Pontecoryp’s 
thrusts us headlong into the 
country* struggle for indepen-.. 
dance in the 1950s. We see. in ■ 
hard-edged black-and-white, 
the teeming casbah, the Liber-- 
ation. Front leaders planning 
tactics and evading capture. ' 
buildings dynamited, dance- -.. 
halls bombed,, prisoners exe- • 
cuted by guillotine or 
intimidated by blowtorch. 

It is not a pretty picrure. But ■ 
compared to recent movies • 
about Northern Ireland,’ • 
Pontecorvo is notably even- 
handed about his warring 
parties. His heart Is with the “ 
Algerian people, but he ac- • , 
cords French colonials their 
degree of humanity, particu¬ 
larly Colonel Mathieu, the 
coolly intelligent para troop 
leader bent on destroying the 
revolt!Don’s command. 


Hotel Sofitel 
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SNAP 
VERDICT 


‘By far 
the best’ 


Every week, young film fans 
discuss some of the latest 
releases... 

■ BATMAN & ROBIN 
Damian Samuels. 20: Arnie. 
Uma. Chris and George pro¬ 
vide more light entertainment 
from the City of Gotham — ail 
Batfans will lie relieved that 
Val Kilmer is sticking to 
Simon Templar. 

Leslie Isaiah Thomas. 18: The 
real Batman has arrived! 
George Clooney is perfectly 
cast. His Caped Crusader has 
strength and sensitivity. 

Sarah Crook, 18: A rather 
disappointing effort from this 
all-star cast It was more 
spcdnl effects than plot — 
greater emphasis was needed 
on camp gags. 

Tom Hertogs, 17: When Uma 
Thurman arrived on screen, 
my temperature soared. This 
fourth instalment in the Bat- 
man series is by far the besL 

■ LOVE JONES 
Damian: A Friends fur the big 
screen. A nice and witty com¬ 
edy about relationships — but 
nothing special. 

Leslie: Tills funny and intelli¬ 
gent script comhines with 
great acting. Ir made fur a 
charm-fillcd couple of hnurs. 
Sarah: A nice contrast tu 
Batman. If you're on a date 
and your partner has half a 
brain, choose this one. A great 
Nineties romantic comedy. 
Tom: At Iasi, a film that 
doesn't portray black Ameri¬ 
cans as gun-toting druggies. 
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NEW VIDEOS 


Madonna in 
throaty form 
for Evita: 
plus early Woody 
Allen and vintage 
Jerry Lewis 



NEW CDS 1 


Turbo-charged 
Strauss comes 
from Giuseppe 
Sinopoli in 
a new recording 
of Elektra 


THE 


TIMES 


ARTS 



Madonna calls on Argentina not to cry for her in her high-decibel role as Alan Parker's rags-to-riches Evita 


Deafener of the faith 


■ EVTTA 

Entertainment, PG. 1997 
PEASANT girl gets rich and 
powerful and then, poor thing, 
she dies. Madonna sings with 
sum but no character really 
interacts with anuther: they 
declaim to the camera, or. 
more precisely, mime to the 
thunderous soundtrack. It will 
take j hardened fan of Lloyd 
Webber’s show — and then; 
are plenty. 1 know — to survive 
more than two hours of noisy 
mediocrity, and hob-nailed di¬ 
rection from .Alan Parker. 
Available to rent. 


NEW ON VIDEO: Madonna blasts 
away as Evita; 1960s reissues find 
Jerry Lewis in fine face-pulling form 


ing this ambirious plotless 
comedy, slacked with sight 
gags, featuring Lewis ns an 
incompetent bellboy at a fash¬ 
ionable Miami hotel. The 
Errand Boy is also very funny, 
but Cinde'rfella and The Patsy 
are dogged by pathos and 
undue pretensions. 


job, while her gay brother, 
Robert Downey Jr, just wanLs 
to caper. Meanwhile, the 
smothering mother of them 
all. Anne Bancroft, summons 
them to dinner: "Come on, 
people are starving in the 
former Yugoslavia!" Available 
to rent. 


napped nose), great futuristic 
designs, and a driving ragtime 
score (with Allen on clarinet). 
Seven other vintage films, 
including Bananas, Zelig and 
his serious drama. Interiors, 
are newly available,.all with 
original trailers. 


■ THE BELLBOY 

JMC. I', JQfiO 

NEWLY in the public eye with 
the show Damn Yankees and 
Eddie Murphy's remake of 
The Nutty Professor, Jerry 
Lewis is now awarded a video 
promotion. Four films from 
the I9b0s are available, includ- 


■ HOME FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS 

PolvGram. 75 .1996 
JODIE FOSTER'S second 
film as director has its bad 
patches, but srill offers a 
vigorous comic portrait of 
family togetherness at 
Thanksgiving. Holly Hunter 
arrives having just lost her 


■ SLEEPER 

MGMtUA, U. 1973 
LATER Woody Allen films 
have many pleasures, but they 
cannot capture the innocent 
abandon of earlier efforts, like 
this sparkling sci-fi romp. 
There’s a wisp of plot, gags 
galore, inventive visual jokes 
(Woody as a robot, the kid- 


■ SURVIVING PICASSO 
Warner. 15,1996 
HE MAY not have a Spanish 
accent, but Anthony Hopkins 
manages a fair visual impres¬ 
sion of the painter. Not that 
James Ivory’s film spends 
much rime with canvas and 
brush: this is about Picasso 
the womaniser and the tangle 
of wives and mistresses. The 
man’s bumptious caperings 
are off-putting, but there is 
none of the arid air that 
sometimes infects Merchant- 
Ivory films. Available to rent 


Geoff Brown 


NEW CLASSICAL CDs: Sinopoli’s Elektra; symphonic poems; and Brodsky 


Vienna Philharmonic at centre stage 


OPERA 

John Higgins 


■ STRAUSS 
Elektra 

M arc /Voigt /Schwa rz/ 
Ramey/Vienna Phil/Sinopoli 
DG 153 429-2 (2 CDs) ★*, 
£29.99 

IT WAS a sure bet that 
Giuseppe Sinopoli after his 
success with Salome at the 
beginning of ihe 1990s would 
one day turn ro Elektra. Here 
ir is with the regular Sinopoli 
hallmarks: the violent is ultra- 
violent and the lush is ultra- 
lush. And, for those who like 
their early Strauss that way. 
DCJ’s engineers have done a 
marvellous job of parading 
the Vienna Hiilharmonic. 

Sinopoli makes sure the 
orchestra is die hero of the 
piece. Bur it also has a heroine 
and Alessandra Marc, a re¬ 
cent Chrysothemis under 
Barenboim, faces powerful 
competition. She sings with 
fine faarv but cannot match the 


pure animal lust for revenge 
that Nilsson brought with 
Solti or the feminine insights 
of Behrens under Ozawa. 

. Her two female partners are 
distinguished: Deborah Voigt 
turns Chrysothemis into a 
creature lost in the emotional 
turmoil around her, and Han¬ 
na Schwarz is one of the 
maddest and spookiest 
KJytemnestras on disc. But 
Samuel Ramey is oddly cast as 
Orestes: strange, too, that 
Siegfried Jerusalem should 
have accepted the small and 
ungrateful pan of Aegisthus. 


ORCHESTRAL 

Barry Millington 


■ RESPIGHI 
Fountains of Rome; Roman 
Festivals; Pines of Rome 
Santa Cecilia Orch/Gatti 
Conifer 75005512922 *★* 
£14.99 

DESPITE his eminent ap¬ 
pointments with the Royal 
Opera and Royal Philharmon¬ 


ic in this counity. Daniele 
Garti has noi hitherto featured 
much in the record catalogues. 
Now that he has been signed 
exclusively by BMG Conifer, 
all thai is to change, though 
Gam has indicated that he 
will be tempted into the studio 
only to make what he deems to 
be “necessary” recordings. 

The first such is of Respi¬ 
ghi’s three Roman symphonic 
poems: not exactly rare reper¬ 
toire, one might think, but the 
justification is that the works 
were written for the orchestra 
that Gatti conducts here, that 
of the Santa Cecilia Academy 
in Rome. That orchestra in 
fact gave the first perfor¬ 
mances of Fountains and 
Pines (in 1917 and 1924 respec¬ 
tively) and now makes its first 
complete recording of the 
trilogy. 


Both the playing and the 
recorded sound are stunning. 
The triumphal processions of 
theTrevi Fountain at Midday 
and die Pines of the Appian 
Way are properly thrilling. 


cWAMfiEB 

Hilary Finch 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Music 
Shop on 0345 02349S 


BET CONNECTED-;' “ r 



3 hours 
on the Net 

£4.70 


'Call Preefone 0800 800 001 


BT Internet 


■ BRUBECK/ 
STRAVINSKY/WEILL 
String Quartets 
Brodsky Quartet 
Silva Classics SJLKD 6014 
*★*. £14.49. 

SPARKS fly from a new disc 
which reflects the challenges 
and vigour of a typical live 
Brodsky concert: no superfi¬ 
cial crossover here, but rather 
a tough intermeshing of 
themes and associations from 
both sides of the Atlantic. The 
existing musical inter-rela¬ 
tionships of Brubeck. Stravin¬ 
sky and Weill are.blessed, as it 
were, by the spirit of Bach, 
which hovers over each in the 
form of a fugitive chorale. 

In Brubeck’s Chromatic 
Fantasy the chorale shapes a 
sour-sweer slow movement 
preceded by the hitherto un¬ 
performed and buoyant open¬ 
ing. and followed by a rather 
schoolmasterly Fugue written 
especially for Ihe Brodskys. 
This is die first recording of 
Brubeck’s Quartet in its en¬ 
tirety. Chorale as coda 
characterises Stravinsky’s sin¬ 
gle-movement Concertino of 
1920. its music pulsing be¬ 
tween beguiling transparency, 
motor energy and stasis. 

Kurt Weill is represented by 
one of his early abstract 
works, the 1923 String Quartet 
No l Op S. in which the grave¬ 
ly beautiful opening, reminis¬ 
cent of Schoenberg, yields at 
last to a lung, unquiet 
Choralephantasie. 
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* Worth hearing 
** Worth considering 
**★ Worth buying 



NEW CDS 2 


... and Dave 
Brubeck finds 
himself in the 
company of Weill 
and Stravinsky on 
the Brodsky’s latest 



NEW CDS 3 


.. .while Daniele 
Gatti and Rome’s 
premier orchestra 
surge through 
Respighi’s 
“Roman” works 
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OPENS EVERYWHERE TOMORROW 

WARNER VILLAGE 


WEST END • LEICESTER SQUARE 
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COOL BATMAN & ROBIN STUFF NOW AT THE WARNER BROS. STUDIO STORE Call: 0171432 7077 
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■ CHOICE 1 

The-pianist Imogen 
Cooper offers an 
eclectic programme 
in Aideburgh 

VENUE: Tonight at Snape 
Mailings Concert Hall 



LONDON 

LONDON INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL Of THEATRE. Jn TMn of 

Night director HassaneWSerelfy and 
nis conparsy. B-Warste, transport me 
audience :o ma Upper P**s lor a tr Jy 
Egyptian evening iRo>Ql Coofl theatre 
upstairs. Urght-Sai. Spm. returns 
cnlyj. Altetiwirvely. Meard Street m Soho 
s Ihe locator lor a Sire crrwma 
CTpencncD. Now and Again Between 
TDpm and mjdmght itomght-Sal). TEA 
m\ record end simultaneously project 
to buddings Hid Tito at the street 
UR Bax Office (0171-312 19951 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY An 

emotion of winners ana selected 
entries irn the idth onrxiai BP 
Portrait Award 1907 ewrpeaitan opffre 
today. M4« can also see a smao 
exhiMnn cJ ivort. by in* 1998 BP 
Trawl Award wmrter. Sadie Lee 
National Portrait Gailary. St Moran's 
Place, WCC tOT 71 -®6 00S5I Mon-Sal. 

lOem-fiom-Sun. roon^pm UnUOct5 

RHAPSODIES IN BLACK Adam 
Lively rats about SUcA/usa jnO 
Mjdernnm. and explores itwmMot 
Mach and white culture m New fork. 
Festival |M. South Bank. SE1 (0171- 
9G04242) Tenant 7 30pm g] 

SHOPPING AND F-ING Mart 

Aavenhiil s hyper-iookst loot ai a 
druggy. every [hing-lor-salesooelv 

relurfi-i lor sn weeks prior lo the 
Edinburgh Festival 


■ ALL THINGS CONSIDERED 

Qwistophar Godwn pCiy- a prdossor of 
Dhiloaaohy whose anempts al suicide 
are consurWv thwarted by visits from 
s!udeni3 and Colleagues Alan 
Sfrachan rfrocts Ben Brown's clack 
comedy success from Scarborough. 
Hampstead. Swe>& Cartage Centre. 
NW3 id 7i-7229X11 Mor-SaLBpnv 
mats Sec. 3 30pm Until July 5 

□ THE CRIPPLE OF MSHMAAN 

Set or a remote Irish isle, with Ruaidhn 
Coreoy as me young enppie Martin 
McOoragh's second play has As faults 
out is hvety end sharply comic. 

National iCoitestoei. Soutfi Bank. SE1 
lOi 71-929 22521 Today. 2 TSpmand 
7 30cm in rep ® 

□ DAMN YANKEES Jerry Lems 
heads an all-American cast r me 
Richaid Adler. Jeny Ross musical about 
rh« baseball tan who sets his soul»Ihe 
dem Jock O'Brien ckrects 

Adotphl Strand WC2 (0171-113 
17771 Mon-Sal. 7 30pm: mats Thurs 
and Sal. 2 30pm 

□ R.YW WEST Talawa Theatre 
Company in Peart Cfeage'9 play, set in 
me alt-black 'own of Nioodemus. 

Kansas, shorty alter the end of slavery 
Yvonne Brewster directs 

Drill Hall Chenies SlreeL WCl (0171- 
437 83701 Tue-Sun. 7 30pm. mat Sun 
iJu-wSfli 2 3Cfc*n UnU June 28 

□ THE GOODBYE GIRL liny 
WilmoL Arm Crumb and Shezwae PoweH 
m Hie HamfcxhtZippel musical version 
ol Ned Simon s ptay Dancer dumped by 


NEW RELEASES 

♦ THE CHAMBER 1 121 Gloomy Deem 
Row drama, hom John Gnsham's novel. 
won Crms O'Donne* and Gene 
Hackman Qkacur James Foley 
Empire ® (0990 8889*3) UCI 
Whttateya (H (0-390 8839901 Virgin 
Trocadarofel 10171-134 0031) 

♦ THE DEVIL'S OWN (15)’ New York 
cop Harrison Ford unwmmaly shelters 
Brad Pm % IRA terrorist. Foolish drama, 
deeded bv Alan J Pakula 
Greenwich (0181-335 3005) OdaonK 
Hoymartot (0181 315 4212) Marble 
Arch (0181-815 4216) Swiss Cottage 
(0181 315 4220) UCI Whdelays |Q 
(0990 8S8990I Virgins: Chelsea 

(0171 -352 5095) Tracadera @10171- 
434 0031 > 

INTIMATE RELATIONS 115) 

Tiresome black comedy ser xi 1950& 
Britain wuh Juke Wallers and Rupen 
Graves Deader. Prm*> <i»3hew 
Virgin Hsymtttaft (0171-4381527) 

KAMA SUTRA M8i Sexual games «i 
Ifilhoemury India Decorative bur 
pointless drama bom data or Mira Nair 
Curaon Phoenb (0171-369 1721) 

Hotting H9 Coronal ® (0171 -727 
0705i Phoenix (0181-683 22331 
Renoir .0171-837 84021 Ritzy ( 0171- 

73721211 

MARVINS ROOM (12) Family 
sciusbtiei paB’iai dicrvc-.fejipicBCidwMh 
a iir.-i (Meryl 5.ireep. Diane k*ulon 

LfonoiOv DiCopnoi OoeCtdi Jerry 2aks 
Chelsoa iui;i-351 37J2iCurzon 
Mayfair .0: .'i-a» 1720) Gate @<0171- 
.'J7 JC-Uj. Rlny 10171 737 2121) 


TODAY'S CHOICE 


A daily guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Gillian Maxey 


Gielgud. Shaftesbury Avenue, Wl 
(0171-494 5065) Oprms tonight, 7pm 
Thai Moo-Sal. 8pm: mas Thun. 3pm. 
SaL 5pm Until Augusl 6 

FISEWHERE 

ALDSURGH Imogen Cooper otters 

a piogramme spewvng 21W yeare rt 

pun) composition, nduding narks by 
Schubert. Lisa and Thomas Adas 
Snape Mattings Concert Had (01728 
453543) Ton#8.8pm 
LIVERPOOL Summer Pop* 1397. 
me Royal Uverpool Prtiharmonc 
Orchestra's annua! event, mostly 
outdoor el ihe king's Dock, catebrates 
Ire fifth anreversory IhK year In the 
ewnng's openng concert ireturra only), 
in Liverpool Cathedral, tho or gams Ian 
Tracav )oin6 the RLPQ and conducfor 
Cart Dave for a programme of music 
by Bach. Tcha*bvs5y. Gkv*. Copland. 
Wagner and more The (estival 
controasunW JJy 20 
The Aram. King's Dock (0151-709 
37891 Tori^t. 730pm 
MANCHESTER Cipera North gives 
Die final pertonnance the season of 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston’s assessment 
of theatre showing tn London 

■ House tud, returns only 
a Some eeete avflAabte 
□ Seats at efl prices 


era ador and larxtedvmh another Rnds 
love DcectddbyRobBettirt jan 
Aibory Sj Martin's Lana. WC2 (0171- 
36817X1 Mon-Fn. flpm. 3at. BJKJxrc 
mats Wed. 3pm. Sat. Spm. 

□ LADY WINDERMERE'S FAN 

Braham Munay s produchon at Wiiria 
Gabnelte Drake plays Ihe woman with a 
past. Rebecca Johnson Iha virtuous wife 
withom a mother 
Theatre Royal. HaymarkeL SW1 
(0171-9X8800) Mon-Sat. 8pm: mals 
Thurs. 3pm. Sal. 5pm UnU July 12. 

□ UVE FROM BOEBASSIC PARK 

Pteiw-Dri. Uye reruns lor another look 
al Ihe lost world c* Whte majoray rule. 
rcJuding a vtsnt from las redoubtable 
Mrs Evta BecuidenhckJL South Africa's 
answer Id Dame Edna and said lo be 
Mandela s lavourte Afrikaans icon 
THcyde. 289 kSbum High Rost. NW6 
(0171-3281000) Mort-Sai.flpm.mai 
SaL 4pm Und Jiiy 5 

□ SKYLIGHT David Hare's winy 3rd 
cogent play shcvnnq two moralities a 
odds, either the woridiywise opposed 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geo IT Brown's assessment at 
films In London and (where 
Indicated with the symbol ♦) 
on release across the country 


e PRIVATE PARTS (18)- Anxraig 
panran of outrageous radio personally 
Howard Stem's rise to lame 
ABCs: Baker Street |017i-3359772i 
Shaftesbury Avenue (0171-836 6279) 
Totten h ran Court Road 10171-636 
6748) Odeons: Kensington (0181-315 
4214) Msrfaie Arch (0181-3154216) 
Swiss Cottage (0181-315 42201 Ritzy 
(0171-7372121) UCI WMte(eye|g 
(0990 888990) Virgins: Fulham Rood 
Wl 71-370 2536) Tracadero (0171-434 
00311 Warner (0171-437 4343) 

CURRENT 

♦ CON AIR (15). Nasty pnsrare 
hijack- ihen plane. Ferocious 
roflacoaswr nde. with Nicolas Cage 
ABC Tottenham Court Road (0171- 
63661481 depham Ptchee House 
(0171-498 3323) Odeons: Kcnsbigton 
10181 315 4214) Marble Arch 10181 
315 4216) Swiss Cottage 10181-315 
4220) West End (0181-315 4221) UCI 
WHWey* © (0^0 888990) Vlrghre: 
Chelsea (0171-352 5096) Futiren 
Road (0171-3702636) 

♦ CRASH (18) David Cronenberg 
expior-K me Lumvcuon between car 
c n&trt and so» Crer<y exerejse n 


■ CHOICE 2 

Summer Pops: Call 
Davis conducts 
the RLPO in the 
opening concert 

VENUE: At Liverpool 
Cathedral, tonight 


THE! 


(TIMES 



. ■CHOICE3 

Disappearances, 
Terry Eagleton’s 
. new.play,opens - 
in Salisbury 

VENUE: Tonight at 
' the Playhouse •. 


OPERA 


ml* 



Mcxrlevad'E. The Return of Ulysses 
Nigel Robson an^ the ttte rote, KWh 
Alice Cbote as he wile, Parwlape. 
Conducted by Mann Pickard and 
directed by Annabel Arden, with 
daagnsby Tun Haley and Darting by 
Ratnr Murrtcvd. Sung m Engfcn. 
patoco OxSord Streel (0)61-242 S5031. 
Tongh. 7.15pm.© 

SALISBURY. Rudolph Wafirer plays j 
CEJebralcd. as led but drunKen poet, 
obitged to cortYna hrnscif when his 
CoufTtryftirtea Md revolution Jonathan 
Ouch directs Terry Eagfawn's. now 
ploy. Dieappeeraneos 
Satoerg Studte, Playhoose, 
MNIhoufic Lane (01722 320333). Opens 
toregtt. 7 45pm ThmMon-Sa. 

7 45pm. mats Thus kUy 3) and Sat 
(July 12). 3.30pm UnU July 12. 

LONOON GALLERIES 

Altai Minott ED*- David L4lay — 
Himartand (0171-336 7808) Aaneiy 

Juda David Hocknoy- Flowers. Faces 
and Spaces (0171-629 7578) .. Crane 
Kalman Ceteo Logar (0171-564 7566) 
He«t Artarea Sainian Coamxx(017l- 
704 1131) . Lumtey CXzziet 
EEsabem Fnrkr Sculpture and Drawings 
1966-199310171-4914767) .. 

Michael Gocdhufa Parangs by Yang 
Yanping (0171-62922281 teieeien 
at London, m Royal Fashren (0171-600 
0007).. Royal Academy- 229lh 
Summer ExhUtun (0171-439 
7438).. V A A: Shamana: The 
Mughal Tent (0171 -938 83408441) 


to the rteaftstic. or perhaps the cynical 
matdwig ihe deluded Nowwilh BUI 
Nighy and Sfeka Gonet, directed by 
Richard Eyre. 

Vawdevfle. Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
9687) Novprewawtng. 8pm Opens 
June 30.7pm Then Mon-SaL 8pm 
mais Wed and SaL 3pm 

□ THE WINTER'S TALE* Mika Alfreds 
brings bs awerd-wnning Method & 
Madness Co n London tar Has years 
ensemble season- Shakespeare's 
bofersweet comedy plays in repertore 
•with Iteen's Ghost* 

Lyric. King Street Hammersmti, W6 
(0181-7412311) In rep Mon-Sal. 
730pm UndjtfyS 

□ THE YVOOD DEMON- Good aaore 
n a generaDv ebsapotning revrva) o) 
CheHwi's first vemon at Uncle Vanya 
Playhouse. Northumtertand Avenue. 
WC2 (0171-839 4401) Mon-Sol. 

7 30pm: mal Sat 230pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood B rattw ra - Phoenc (0171-369 
1733) BGraeee: Cambridge (0 in- 
494 50801 E An inspector Catts- 
Genck (0171-434 5085).. iLn 
KKaerabtes Palace (0171-434 0909) 

D Mm Saigon: Drury Lane |0171-494 
54001 □ The Mousetrap 

Si Marla's 10171-836 1443) . 

□ OMrerf- Palladium (0171-194 5020) 
■ The Phantom of the Opera Her 
Majesty's 10171-4945400) 

Ticker Ertormabon supplied by Society 
at London Theatre 


petvnsny. horn J C Ballard's novel 
With James Spader and Hedy Hurler 
ABCs: Shaftesbury Avenue (0171- 
3366279) Tottenham Court Road 
10771-6366148] Ciapham Picture 
House fin 71-498 3323) Odeonm 
Ken si n gto n (0181-315 4214) Swiss 
Cottage (0181 3154220) 

♦ DONNIE BRASCO 118) FBI agent 
Johnny Oepp bafirenas Mafia wtseguy AJ 
Paora. ThoughOul gangster saga, 
directed bv Mfce Newefl 

Odeon MeezardneSl (0181-315 4215) 
Virgin Tracadero l£ (0171-434 0031) 
Warner fi <0171 -137 4343) 

FEVER PITCH (15) FootbaS-crazed 
teadier falls r> love Appealing version ol 
Nrck Hornby's book with Co6n Firth 
ABC Pardon Sheet 10171 -930 06311 

• THE FIFTH ELEMENT (PGl Sa-h 
efac from Luc Besson, wrtfi Bruce Write, 
as the laxt-dnver who might save the 
world 

Empire (09903889901 Greenwich 
(0181 235 3006) Odeons: Kensington 
;018I>3I542I4| Marble Arch (0181- 
3154216) Swiss Cottage (0181-315 
4230) Rio 10171 -254 6677) Ritzy 
10171-737 2121) Screen)Baker Street 
10171-935 2772) Screen;Green (0171- 
226 3£20j UCI WhMefeysQ (0990 
888990) Vbglna: Chetaaa (0171-352 
50961 Fulham Road (0171 370 26361 
Trocadere E .0171-424 00311 

JOHNS ri8( Sympathetic drama 
abc-jt Los Angeles hjsIWs wthLulos 
Haas and Davrc Arguetty 
ABC Balcer Streel (01 ? t-935 9773 
Metro tOT 71-437 0757. 


FESTIVALS: An American^summer season; plus Ham 


British tenor- : ; 

AnthonyRolfev. 

Johnson puM-5 
off a remarkably 
double at the 
St Louis Festival 


’sown: 


T he Opera Theatre of 
Saint Louis's summer 
seasons are becxjming 
almost as much of a 
time capsule as Drottning- 
holm. TTie company’s insis¬ 
tence on singing in the 
language of the audience 
seems almosT quixotic in this 
day and age. especially in a 
country where even those op¬ 
eras given in English are 
garnished with surtities and 
performances are "read’’ rath¬ 
er than liste ned to. 

But OTSL's out-on-a-limb 
obstinacy still seems to be 
paying off: it plays to packed 
houses and receives loyal fi¬ 
nancial support from the local 
Great and Good, who in a less 
sane world might be tempted 
to support something ritzier 
and more fashionably “inter¬ 
national". But l can only say 
that sitting in a 900-seat 
theatre with an audience that 
is actually listening to woods 
and reacting to than as they 
are sung is becoming an 
increasingly rare pleasure in 
the operatic world. 

It would be easy for a 
crabbed old critic to pick holes 
in last week’s performances of 
Cost fan tutte and Madama 
Butterfly — and I may even do 
so — but in the context of the 
audience's palpable and com¬ 
munal involvement in each 
bar. each dramatic paragraph 
of the dramas as they unfold¬ 
ed. it would be irrelevant. This 
is opera restored to its first, 
basic principles, as treasur- 
able as it is refreshing. 

There is the added interest 
of OTSL’s policy of engaging 
young singers on the thresh¬ 
old of their careers. Fifty-eight 
of the singers on the Met 
artists* roster this season have 
been through the portals of 
Saint Louis: Sylvia McNair, 
Kailen Esperian. Ashley Put¬ 
nam. Jerry Hadley and Thom¬ 
as Hampson are OTSL 
alumni; Christine Brewer, the 
Coliseum’s sensational Ariad¬ 
ne a few weeks ago. is the local 
prima donna. 

Star-spotters this year in¬ 


KEN HOWARD 



Take a letter from left Matthew Lord, James Butler and Richard Drews with Sheri 
Greenawald as Anne Sexton in the consistently engaging Transformations 


stantly lighted upon Gregory 
Turay, the 24-year-old tenor 
who sang the title role in 
Monteverdi’s Orfeo. He is 
blessed with brightly bur¬ 
nished. - beautifully golden 
tone, sounds easy in every 
register, sings words — in this 
case Anne Ridler’s — as if they 
mean something, and was at 
once relaxed and intense in 


Colin Graham’s smoothly 
flowing production. 

The conductor was Anthony 
Rolfe Johnson, making his 
professional debut in this 
guise. The Saint Louis Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra may not 
have sounded locally at home 
in this music but they bad a 
jolly good go; the two continuo 
groups on stage, though, were 


as authenic as could be. and 
Rolfe Johnson gave his fine 
singers plenty of room to 
phrase with maximum expres¬ 
siveness without impeding the 
draniaV natural flow. The 
evening ended with a genuine 
coup: Rolfe Johnson emerged 
from the pit in die guise of- 
Apollo to comfort his disconso¬ 
late son with promises of 


immortality - an experienced: 
tenor pointing -a.-young, col¬ 
league towards the future. It. 
was incredibly moving: 

OTSL is also committed to 
new arid American opera— iL 
has given 12 world premieres 
in its 20 year history - 
this year revived Conraa 
■ Susa’s Transformations. 
(1973). This chamber-opera 
setting for eight voices and; 
seven - instrumentalists of. 
Anne Sexton's mordant poems- 
drawn from Grimm, fairy¬ 
tales has been much revived yi 
the US, and was given here by.; 
Coliri Graham’s EngHsh 
Music Theatre in 1 978. T he 
score, using arid transforming' 
.popular idioms' — football;- 
songs. dance rhythms, blues, 
even barbershop quartets — is 
consistently engaging’ . an< ^ i 

Sexton’s verses are sardonical¬ 
ly unsettling. 

'One soloist has to stand out; 
from the ensemble: die Sexton-. 
Mother-Witch character, here ' 
entrancingly well sung and; 
played by Sheri Greenawald; 
whether balefully smoking at 
her typewriter or sitting beetle- 
browed in thought in her 
rocker. I found Keith Warner’s' 
production a little over-busy, 
and the cast was not quite 
agile enough for the demands 
made by Ron Howell's chore¬ 
ography. But it's a beautifully 
crafted music-theatre work, 
and should be further investi¬ 
gated, by smaller companies 
this side of the pond; 

For the rest Cost couldnn 
' quite survive Richard Brad¬ 
shaw's dull conducting: 1 felt 
thatjhe. whole cast could have 
sung far better with some 
encouragement from the pit. 
The audience responded 
gratefully to Andrew porter's - 
exemplary translation, as.in¬ 
deed they did lo Margaret 
Steams’s wonderfully fresh 
version of Butterfly, again, no 
great Singing butUvingdrama 
— and it does make a differ¬ 
ence. sitting through this piece 
with an American audience. 

Rodney Milnes 


T here was a tea-urn in the 
marquee, sandwiches on the 
lawn, and a word or two from 
the vicar. No, not Albert Herring, but 
the opening of the Proms at St Jude's. 
Hampstead Garden Suburb's little 
summer festival in Lutyens's fine 
vemacuIar-Byzantine pile, and this 
year in aid of Save the Children. 

As a reward for voicing the appeal, 
Humphrey Burton was allowed to 
conduct the roistering curtain-raiser, 
the overture to Ethel Smyth’s opera 
The Wreckers. Burton clearly made 
good use of the time he spent studying 
Leonard Bernstein's little ways, for he 
took confident control of the sea-storm, 
and the woodwind principals of the 
Covent Garden Chamber Orchestra 
enjoyed their lovelorn solos. 


Toe-tapping prom 


Owain Arwel Hughes took over the 
baton for the rest of the evening. The 
music of Erich Komgold, in this his 
centenary year, is well represented in 
the festival. The Piano Quintet receives 
its second UK performance tonight, 
and on Monday we were treared lo the 
UK premiere of his early Baby Sere¬ 
nade. This irresistible five-movement 
work was written while Komgold was 
still living in Austria, in honour of the 
birth of his second son. But Vienna, 
prophetically, already meets Holly¬ 
wood (whither the composer was to 
emigrate) in the exuberant, jazzy 


opening as Baby arrives in the world, 
before a lullaby worthy of Richard 
Strauss, a Scherzino paying tribute.to 
Johann, and an Epilogue in which die 
child sings himself to sleep with a brew 
of German folk songs. 

The CGCO. which adopted a robust 
approach to the work’s audacious 
meshing of styles, was joined by Robert 
Max for an equally accomplished 
account of Komgold’s angst-ridden 
Cello Concerto in C of 1946. the first of 
the abstract works he began to write 
once more after the film scores of the 
war years. Max’s eloquent perfor¬ 


mance should certainly help to rein¬ 
state this undeservedly neglected work 
into the repertoire. 

This was an evening of composers 
who. in one way or another, all stood at 
something of an angle to" the world —• 
and Percy Grainger, after the interval, 

was no exception. He was shown at his 

most eccentrically imaginative' in the 
orchestral and choral versions {with 
the Joyful Company of Singers) of no 
fewer than 15 folk song settings, ff the 
orchestra had perhaps underestimated 
both the difficulty and the length of its 
selection, the sheer panache of 
Hughes's conducting ensured that toes 
tapped all the way from Molly on the 
Shore to Handel in the Strand. 

Hilary Finch 


OPERA & BALLET 


THEATRES 


COLISEUM Ci 71632 8300 (2*»1 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA 
Tar.T 7 ft) CARMEN 
Tory* t io? DON PASQUALE 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 01713CM 
4 CSX' Lx 6a- Ofete 5 S’jrUBy mto 
IcktrAa-Xtewfhe.iav 

Vena Festival 

Ten!; 331 -as ntfW RfGOLETTO 
Tew (Fiia N«3rtl J&X17 30 

MACBETH (1847) in concoct 
Sa: (Firs Menu. Wed 7 jo 

SIMON BOCCANEGRA (18S7) 


THEATRES 


AOELPHI 

"LiKBcreusfy arti rt«WDfl"D Ta 

JERRY LEVIS 
DAMN YANKEES 

“SHOULD BE PLAYING WTO 
THE NEXT MJLLENMMTS Tires 
Ei-s 7 3Cpm M3U Thn & S3 
2 SSsr Rad. priea Thun mate. 

Rad. prica Farcify Tickets 
?’7| 4)3 1777(24»K)&p5MOO 

gi-*903. diriSAJ 3000 irm lee) 


ALBERY THEATRE SO & <x 0171 

as 1730 cc4444 (No tee) 
3311.3125089 

GARYWILMOT ANN CRUMB 

n 

THE GOODBYE GIRL 

_£ New Musical 

“l bHMKC._ooe at the bast 

nigRM <nt in London" 0 Iv. Mag 

Boo e* Ned Snon M^jac 6y UavH 
Htfifccft.Lvrc5 by Dai Bte* 
EiySlCi-TiiiT) '.VedMsipm 
&S; 5 5 & 30pm 

-SVAL '.VEcH 0 s LONDON SEASON 
ALDWYCH 01714 IS 6007(EI b*g 

Q 200000 (»tvaino tfcgM) 
WOOS 01 r; 416 6075 
Eta 75220) VVeo 5 mas jpro 
“THE BEST ORIGINAL PLAY M 
TOWN Heraid Tndune 
MICHAEL ALEC 

GAMBON IkCOWEN 

‘'TOWERING 
PERFORMANCES" 
owng S^idad 

TOM & CLEM 

aw un Dv 

STEPHEN CHURCHETT 

Pwwdb) 

fBCHARD WILSON 
"HIGHLY ENJOYABLE" D Tel 


APOLLO LABATTS B0 cc {no bkg 
(WJ0171416 6083 cc no bkg lee 3<4 
44441420 0000 &ps 416 6075 
freephone 0630614 903 

SUMMER HOLIDAY 

"Tha Utttmaaa FmI Good She*’ 
CMftcnard. The Sen 
Starring DARREN DAY 

Limited Summer Season 
_ Q4Jdv-20Sea 


APOLLO 24Ikcc 01714945070 
CC017! 344 4444 (tftg feel 
Grps 0171 434 5454 
BEN ELTON’S 

POPCORN 

"FteaL fiamy and downright 

*«xj"Ev«tngStandad 
“A Woody good right out" F T 
um-sa aoopn 
MaE Kited 300pm St* 4 ooprn 


APOLLO WCTORIACC 01714:6 
6055 CC 24hrs 0171344 44440171 
420OOOOGrps 4166075(4133321 

Andraw Uoyd Wabbw*s 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 

Wrae taKLtee nrc 19.45 da*>■ 
Tue&Saa3pmTidiasfamCi250 


CAMBRIDGE 494 508»416606Q 
344 4444(42000001+ t*g tee) 
Groups 494 5454 
4166075/413 3321/436 5568 

GREASE 

SWffiig SHANE RICHIE 
”AMmtarHft"DUnor 
tavSa 7 JOpm. Wfed S Sa ma 3pm 
GREASE NOW BKG MT01996! 


COMEDY 0171301731 

344 4444420 0000 (24lvs) 

&es 0. Mate Wed J£ Sal 430 
THE PETER HALL COMPANY 
PFTERSOWlfS 

CAfeCNSLVEHP ifiNRYMcGEE 
PAUL DANIELS 
m Metere s Nanus cowdy 

THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES 

■'POSITIVELY GUTTERING- 
T>tiS IS AS GOOD AS TT GETS" 

Daft Mail 


CfiTTBUONjFS 1737044 4toi 

REDUCED SHAKESPEARE 

COMPANY in 
THE COMPLETE WORKS 
OF WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE (aMdgad) 
All 37 Ray* m 97 tfinuJes 
“Hiarlous" Times 
SiaftltwaiSaiats 
S(4ia4.E«safer. 

THE COMPLETE MSTOTY OF 
AMERICA (aMdgad) 
Tuesday ifltm 
Now Booking to Jan SB 
AlfliC0NC1T10NB) TH37R5 


DOMINION 0171 65616S&7S90 
2030aW990 2W02CV5I7142S000D 
(brgleei&psOl 71 4 ie 609601 :i 
312 I997/GE006U9C3 

London ttaa Wtan in lova wtth 

KSNErs 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

THE NEW WT MUSICAL 
M AN ENCHANTED EVBGrto- 
GBAIWaY GLORIOUS" 

"A FEAST OF GOOD FUN" D Mai 

Mon-Sar30Wted&Sa:Mas232 


DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 

SS oc (GI15 tee) 24hr 7 days 01 r 1491 
50013444444420 BXC Grjs 434 
5454/4133311:31260® 

MISS SAIGON 

‘me CLASac LOVE STORY 
OF OUR TIME- 
NOW Bins 

8TH EXTRAOfBXNARY YEAR! 

Ewi745l*SsWfed4S*3?m 
Good aa«t »sfi lor Wad Mot 
« aonw part* - vplY B.O. 
FORTELSWN&POSTAL 1 
BOOKINGS * PERSONAL 
CALLERS 

0171494 5060 (BKG FEE) 


FORTUNE 50 ACC 0)71825 
223E312 3033.494 5388 

NOW IN ITS Mi HR YEAR 
EWAN MiCHAB. 

HOOPS) HADLEY 

Susan HVs 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted cv Stephen Mafiaraa 
•The moat iMBtng and cfilBng 
ptay tor ymmr»" D Mai 

UcrvSaeorti 

MxsTues2phSa[4pTr 

RwaMgSwajilB 


GARRICK 0* 714913*3121990/ 
494 5388 (no t*g (eel 
Groups 017149*5454 

Winner ofl 9 Major Awwtta 
The Royal National Theatre 
Praduedon 

l PIP SUZANNE 

DONAGHY BEKTtSH 

BARTTY STANTON 
JS Preate/s 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

"TWMLUMG—MUST BE SEEff 
D MM 

TWO HOURS OF 

ENTHRALLING, VISUALLY 

STUMMGDRAMA n D.T0 

M=orr.745.Si500 S81S. 
WedmaZX _ 

GIELGW) 0171494 5W0 
rtesi KgriTcnghi ai Ip n 

POPPING AND F"'ING 

tiyMa^RaverJd 

'Aiwaarttabta ptay" time 0d 
&es8an. Mai Sa Son 


DUCHESS BO'cc Dl 7! 494 »7S 

(TO ttg Ml, CC 0171344 4444 

■eOCWQJbfcglc-e, 

Royal S fiefca ape a'c Co mp an y 

THE 

HERBAL BED 

"Peter Wheats wndertJ a 
1 m ouj, anwrtj frnter j*J a 
eouJMfiidrara. 

THRIUJNG~RAR AND AWAY 
THE BEST THMG M THE WEST 
END" S Times 

Mon-Sal 7 30M2S Wed i &£ 333 

NOW BOOKING TO 4 OCTOBER 


HAYMARKET933 6800 (no »5 tee] 
344 44444230000 m tto tcei 
rtes fl fctats Uv 3 & Sa 5 
Royal Estrange Thaotro Co. 
OSCAR WILDE'S 
CLASSIC COMEDY 

LADY WINDERMERE'S PAN 

“SBffiSBTTBLY GLAMOROUS" 
•WmBSSirCKr, 

LAST 3 WEEKS 

HER MAJKTTS 24fr <94 W. I 
‘ee: CC 344 4444,10 RXJ1 ;V-? | 
&PS 494 545A413 3311/426 %HS 

ANDREW LLOYD W9BSTS 
AWARD WINNING MUSICAL 

THE PHANTOM OF 
THE OPERA 

j?aied b» tWtftn PfiJNCE 
NOW BKG TO DEC 97 
=«r45*j^w«;as3:3«: 
fapirjByCWceda^iormiijnr. 


LONOON PALLADIUM 8003 
0171494 5020(344 4444 
Irtttisavchg) 43) 0000 
Grpi 017) 494 5450)'C00a» 

BARRY HUMPHRIES RETURNS 
ASFAG1N 

OLIVER] 

3RD RREPRESStOE YEAR 
UONS. BARTS MASTERPIECE 
YOU CANT ASK FOR MORE’ 

iltres 

E>cs 7 30 IASS Wed & Sal 230 
SOME GOOD SEATS AVAR. 
NOWFOR WEBtoAYPERFS 

LYCEUM C£ 0171 Gtf 1006 
0990 500 B0QG44 4444M3) 0000 (teg 
tee) Grp: 416 6076 

TMRICEA 

ANWtEW LLOYD WraBER*S 

JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

"Saoda aMrararactag down 81 a 

apfcia" 0 Tetegraph 
Eves7 45 ItibWedSSdJ 

(no teg tee tar psmN catafs al the 

Lycaun to o*ce lOanv^anj. 

£15 leasts tor ttuderc *au Mcn-Thi 

arc ta*aw?ng*a)ca 

Now booking to March ISM 

Some seagawaial poor fctonTtai 


LYWC DWtesbuy Aw 0171494 
SW5 (cc teg leelAM 4444 (ten fee) 
E «s 7 45 . Wed & Sa mai} 3pm 

SIAN PHILLIPS 

c=i®V brAart a: PAMAHS' 
MARLENE 

Prected tv SEAM MATHIAS 


NATIONAL THSAHS BO 0171 
328 2252: Gips 0(7) 522 0741: 
24T: cc teg tea 0171 420 0000 
LYTTELTON Today 215 & 730 
THE CRPPLE OF MSHMAAN , 
a ns* piay by (Aatci IfcDciogh 
Torxir 730LADY WTHE DARK \ 
a im&ca ptay by Mces Hat *ah 
1,-rtz tv la Gcrfrm and r nor, by 
Kiat Wal 

COTTESLOE Today 230 4 730. 
Tara 7X CLOSER o nra ptay 
b/ Parte Marta 


To advertise 
in 

entertainments 

Tel; 0171 680 6222 
or fax: 0171 401 9313 


NEW LONOON Onay lane W32 BO 
017140500721X0171 404 4079 
241f 0171 344 4444/420 0000 
Grps 0171413 3311/436 5588 
THE AM5REW LLOYD WEB8B* 
TS.EU0TWTEHNft.D0NN. I 
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■ VISUALART 


Spectator as 
creator, the 
latest in 
interactive art 
goes on show 
at the Barbican 


Glorious singing 
to raise a roof 



■ THEATRE 


Past and present 
collide to no 
great effect in 
The Blue Garden 
at the Warehouse 
in Croydon 


THE> 


TIMES 


ARTS 




■ MUSIC 


A Westminster 
Abbey concert 
launches an 
appeal to raise 
funds for a 
Handel museum 



■ TOMORROW 


The new album 
from Prodigy 
reviewed; /dice 
Cooper and 
Teenage Fan 
Club interviewed 


OF MORE than 150 museums 
dedicated tu individual com¬ 
posers throughout Europe, 
few are to be found in Eng¬ 
land. and none is in London. 
Hence the interest in creating 
3 Handel House in the May- 
fair dwelling — aT 25. Brook 
Street — where he lived for 
more than 30 years. This 
performance of Handel’s Iasi 
oratorio. Jephtha. was mount¬ 
ed in aid of the Handel Hnust; 
Trust, with the highest ticket 
prices reflecting rhe charitable 
nature of the event. 

Westminster Abbey was 
pretty well full, although those 
seated outside the central core 
experienced little more than a 
wash of sound, albeit a glori¬ 
ous noise. It is worth remem¬ 
bering that Handel's oratorios 
were originally performed in 
theatres, where the impact 
would undoubtedly have been 
mure immediate, especially as 
regards the audibility of the 
text. 

In a fascinating essay in the 
programme book, Ruth Smith 
summarised the ways in 
which the audience of Han¬ 
del's day would have respond¬ 
ed to the Reverend Thomas 
MoreU's libretto, and the con¬ 
cerns that lay behind his 
adaptation of the story of the 
Israelite leader who sacrifices 
his only daughter's life 
through a rash promise to an 
apparently unforgiving God. 

MoreU's moderately “happy 
ending" scenario fJphis. the 
daughter, is not condemned to 
death but to perperual virgini¬ 
ty) creates problems of credi¬ 
bility which could have 
seriously undermined the dra¬ 
ma of the oratorio were it not 
for the strength of Handel's 
music, particularly die irn- 


Jephfha 

Westminster Abbey 


pressive. unpredictable 
choruses. 

The title role was taken by 
the tenor Nigel Robson, who 
has already sung it many 
rimes for John Eliot Gardiner. 
He has evolved bis own, very 
individual interpretation 
which is never less than 
unsettling and often memora¬ 
ble for its insight into the 
equivocal character of 
Jephtha. Robson's rendition of 
(he celebrated accompanied 
recitative. Deeper and deeper 
still, was dramatically power¬ 
ful; indeed, rhetoric was all. \ 
sometimes creating problems | 
of ensemble, sometimes cover¬ 
ing technical limitations, but 
deeply compelling. 

Robson was supported by 
highly polished playing from 
(he Orchestra of the Age of 
Enlightenment, the well-disci¬ 
plined Abbey choir and a 
starry team of soloists, all of 
whom brought almost equally 
strong interpretations tu bear 
on their roles. Emma Kirkby 
was a fresh-voiced but increas¬ 
ingly wise and serious fphis. 
Della Jones a too often chesty 
but nevertheless appropriately 
intense Storge and David 
Wilson-Johnson a vocally au¬ 
thoritative Zebul. Michael 
Chance, as Hamor. phrased 
exquisitely. Martin Neary was 
dearly most at ease with the 
chair at full pdt in those 
remarkable choruses. 

Tess Knighton 


Kindred spirits 


IN THE first of two pro¬ 
grammes for the City of 
London Festival, Augustin 
Dumay and the Portuguese- 
bom Maria Joao Fires were a 
duo of strong and appealing 
character. They were perhaps 
at their best in the final work, 
an account of Beethoven's 
often starrling Violin Sonata 
Op 30 No i that found them 
responsive to one another on 
equal terms — even if Beetho¬ 
ven did call it a Sonata for 
Piano and Violin, rather than 
the other way around. 

They plunged into a vehe¬ 
ment and passionate account 
of rhe opening movement, as if 
concerned for us to know that 
rhe composer was here explor¬ 
ing new territory. Rhythmic 
stresses, at first peremptory, 
became warmly expressive in 
the Adagio, and then a literal¬ 
ly off-beat stimulus in the 
Scherzo. The finale was force¬ 
fully driven, but always im¬ 
bued with a sense of purpose 
and a spirit of exhilaration. 

In the warmth and elegance 
of this ancient livery hall, a 
perfect dimension for cham¬ 
ber music, the pianist is able to 


Dumay/ Fires 
Stationers’ Hall 

sound lyrical as well as force¬ 
ful and the violinist made 
much of his clear articulation. 
AJJ the more unexpected, then, 
that Debussy's Sonata earlier 
in the programme should 
have sounded strangely curso¬ 
ry, without taking enough 
account of the music's rapidly 
shifting moods and fragility of 
character. 

At the outset though, the 
Three Romances, Op 94, of 
Schumann Found the perform¬ 
ers in ideal rapport to realise 
the music’s eloquent feeling, in 
a gentle association of easeful 
violin and beautifully shaded 
piano. The Second Romance 
came across as a song without 
words rising to a passionate 
proclamation and then revert¬ 
ing to die opening. And. for 
good measure, there was Rav¬ 
el’s Tzigane to display a 
spirited virtuosity before the 
interval was taken. 

Noel Goodwin 


Dinner for two with poison in mind: visitors to the Barbican show can ring the changes with the unseen diners in Indigestion , a video enigma by Differ and Scofidio (1995) 

Games with a magic edge 

L ast amu™ theBarw- VISUAL ART: Of mice, men and machines — Isabel Carlisle on a show the sensation is uk 

can Art Gallery -----flying, or falling tlirough wa 

“hfch^nfS at the Barbican that plays ingenious tricks with computers and reality " 


L ast autumn the Barbi¬ 
can Art Gallery 
mounted an exhibi¬ 
tion which went large¬ 
ly unreviewed in the national 
press. As a kaleidoscope of the 
style essentials of urban youth 
culture Jam was hard to pin 
down, but immensely popular 
— of 40.000 visitors, 68 per 
cent were aged 15 to 24. Not so 
much an exhibition as an 
event, it pulled together fash¬ 
ion (including Alexander 
McQueen), dub music, design 
in all its computer-age mani¬ 
festations. and magazines 
such as The Face and i-D. Jam 
was about a scene on the 
move, retaining its subversive¬ 
ness by being one jump ahead 
of the talent-hungry corporate 
giants, and it put the Barbican 
on the map for a new, young 
audience. 

Serious Games looks set to 
pull the Jam crowd hack in. It 
takes us into another rapidly 
developing cutting-edge 
world, this time of art, interac¬ 
tion and technology. It is both 
the limitation and the exrite- 
ment of these works that they 
come into being only through 
human intervention; eye con¬ 


tact is not enough. High 
claims have been made for 
interactive art and art generat¬ 
ed by computers and by 
virtual reality — principally 
that they make us rethink 
what art is all about. Serious 
Games has picked the best of 
the artists working in these 
new media, and ir becomes 
clear that the most successful 
are those who deliver what 
human beings have always 
wanted from, art: insight, 
ideas, beauty and magic 
This exhibition is not just for 
computer whizzes: there are 
clear instructions on how to 
use computer mice and 
trackballs to make the art 
happen. Indigestion by Differ 
and Scofidio uses video projec¬ 
tion on to a flat tabletop to 
create a dinner party for two 
where the host first blackmails 
and then poisons the guest 
Only arms, hands and food 
are visible. The game is to 
change around the character 
stereotypes by pressing a but¬ 


ton and listening to how they 
engage in conversation. A low- 
class masculine woman, for 
instance, sitting opposite a 
frigh-dass effeminate man en¬ 
gage in subtly different verbal 
sparring from other combina¬ 
tions and permutations. It’s 
ingenious, if finally stultifying 
— bur then, that’s life. 


boards projected on to the 
floor notes start to play up and 
down the scale. The idea is to 
end up with four-part harmo¬ 
ny, if your fellow visitors are 
so inclined. 


Rehearsal 


Memory. 


B iff Seaman’s triple 
video projection on to 
a long blade wall 
invites you to high¬ 
light words and then click on 
them, which in turn prompts 
new video images (of urban 
landscapes and of a couple). 
The idea is to make a poem 
from assemblages of words. 
The problem is that the mind 
moves faster than this technol¬ 
ogy, and a very slow poem 
made by you with somebody 
else’s words is frustrating. In 
contrast, making music with 
Resonance of 4 by Toshio Iwai 
is captivating. By clicking on 
squares in die four chequer 


made by the British artist 
Harwood in collaboration 
with patients of Ashworth 
Mental Hospital, is the most 
thoughtful work here. Images 
of the patients' naked bodies, 
made by pressing up against 
digital scanners and then pro¬ 
jected on to a screen, are 
overlaid with single words like 
-prongs", or tattoos such as a 
skeletal Old Father Tune. 


There is autobiographical 
text as well that tells appalling 
stories of self-inflicted 
wounds. Clicking on a word, 
scar or tattoo triggers new 
stories, and the sounds of the 
voices mingle with those of 
water, heartbeats and of a 
shutter sliding violently in a 
door. 

The one virtual reality work. 
Osmose by Char Davies, is 
likely to be the favourite 
“game" in the show. Putting 
on a special helmet and a 
sleeveless jacket with sensor 
pads controlled by breathing 
in or out, you enter a virtual 
3-D world. Inspired by scuba 


diving, the sensation is like 
flying, or falling tlirough wat¬ 
er in shimmering, crystalline 
surroundings. First engulfed 
in oak leaves, you drift down 
past a bare tree to a forest floor 
and then through it so that 
looking up you see roots, pass 
streams of fireflies and then 
down again between huge 
panels of illuminated words. 

Virtual reality worlds creat¬ 
ed by artists have become Tar 
more sophisticated in the last 
few yea re. This one may still 
look crude, but achieves a 
suspension of disbelief that is 
literally transporting. 

• Serious Games fin col¬ 
laboration with the Lning An 
Gallery. Newcastle) is at the 
Barbican An Gallery until Aug 17. 
To book for a session of Osmose 
telephone OI7I-638 8&*l 


THEATRE: In Leeds, 17th-century French comedy updated; a Peter Moffat premiere in Croydon 


W hen Moltere's La 
Malade imaginaire 
was presented here 
last year, in a fresh translation 
by Edward Kemp, theproduc¬ 
tion appeared to have moved 
rather ponderously until the 
interval energised cast and 
audience alike. 

This, as if happened, occ¬ 
urred at the theatre bar, not 
through judicious spiking of 
the drinks, but because the 
director. Toby Jones, whirled 
his actors through a perfor¬ 
mance of an early Motive 
comedy on a similar theme, 
spoken at lightning speed in 
ridiculously basic French. 
After that the second half of 
the main production whizzed 
past, and everyone had a good 
time. 

Unfortunately for Jones’s 
new production of Don Juan, 
no equivalent early treatment 
of the Lothario theme has 
survived in Molifrre’s bottom 
drawer. And so the interval in 
Don Juan is occupied in the 
customary manner, leaving 
the story of the Don to fizzle 
out without a lifesaving fillip. 

A procession of visitors 
interrupts his preparation for 
supper with undrainatic exal¬ 
tations to mend his ways, and 


Moliere 

ala 

mode 

Don Juan 

West Yorkshire 
Playhouse, Leeds 


when be is finally carried off. 
ways oumended, by figures 
from a Mexican Day of the 
Dead procession, it is impossi¬ 
ble to care, one way or the 
other. The episode of the poor 
iron who won't be bribed to 
blaspheme succeeds in a tenth 
of the tune that the other 
scenes take to faff. 

Kemp has relocated the 
stoty to some early 20th- 
century, Latin American prov¬ 
ince which Angela Davies's 
arresting set makes into the 
last outpost of the civilised 
world. Against a turquoise 
sky, an isolated house tilts 
backwards against the raised 
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front of a giant sledge. 
Hauled forward and opened 
oat, it becomes the room of an 
inn; strapped up like a parcel 
it can be shoved to the back of 
the stage. 

And yet, interesting object 
though it is, and the excuse for 
jokey scene-changing, the 
quaintness creates a further 
impediment to the successful 
revival of such an archaic and 
ramshackle play. To place it 
in the homeland of magic 
realism is like Icing a cake 
that is already iced: the Don’s 
credo is realist, the nodding 
statue dearly magic, and for a 
few hours we are ready to 
embrace both. 

The juvenile arguments for 
and against Heaven, Hell and 
the tike can never work in a 
production where trousers 
have replaced buckle shoes 
and breeches. And so the 
response of Martin Mar¬ 
quez’s suavely handsome Don 
to SganareDe — a comically 
fawning performance by Pat¬ 
rick Brennan — is fo rely on 
expressions of scorn, reserv¬ 
ing passion for his tirade 
against, but somehow for, 
hypocrisy. 

What the Jones/Kemp part¬ 
nership does best is the idiotic 
lingo for the peasant scenes, 
an alliterative mishmash of 
kids' talk and cod Spanish, 
which is all the (tinnier for 
being spoken as if it is the 
proper way to talk. Contrast 
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chase sequence accompanied 
by enough gunshots to settle a 
medium-sized revolution. 

Jeremy Kingston 


Poet cornered 


A YOUNG writer sits and 
stews in his old leather arm¬ 
chair. The trappings of privi¬ 
lege hang about his neck like 
an albatross. This is Raymond 
Apple, a romantic poet who 
inflicts his tortured thoughts 
on his doting wife. Sophie, in a 
barely coherent mumble. The 
Second World War rumbles 
beyond his reach, beyond his 
ability to land a commission. 

When Peter Kramer, a Ger¬ 
man deserter, turns up bear¬ 
ing a copy of Raymonds 
poems, the mood of Peter 
Moffat’s new but strangely 
mouldy play lifts, slightly. 
Sophie exposes Frank 
Kovaks’s sensitive German to 
something blue in ter garden, 
her delphiniums. Kramer 
duly faffs in love, and Robert 
Reynolds’s Raymond looks on 
and applauds. 

Let's leave that scenario and 
move 50 years forward. Here 
son Wiliam takes up where 
Raymond left off. He sits in 
the same armchair, aged 60 
going on 98, while an obnox¬ 
ious American , biographer 
tries to pry the feeble tragedy 
of his father's life from a single 
poem. To say it gets more 
exciting than this would be 
overdoing iL We never hear 
the poem. The American jour¬ 
nalist, played with charmless 


tells us that her mother died in 
Auschwitz. Ted Craig’s pro¬ 
duction seems to be crawling 
inch by inch towards some 
sort of incestuous revelation. 


The Blue Garden 
Warehouse, Croydon 

But Moffat deprives us of even 
that doubtful pleasure. 

Occasionally, when Sophie 
speaks from behind a mesh 
screen, we get a sense of the 
past intruding on the present, 
giving the stilted William sce¬ 
nario a spin which it fails to 
take advantage of. The inter¬ 
est in how the small truths 
about the Apple love triangle 
are misinterpreted by the 
present is upstaged by a 
morbid fascination in whether 
Chris Matthew's repressed 
William and Waters’s brash 
journalist are ever going to 
have a tumble in the 
delphiniums. 

As the only one who gets a 
look in on both past and 
present, Amanda Mealing’s 
self-possessed Sophie remains 
as inscrutable as the Mona 
r.isa She smiles distantly 
throughout, presumably 
smug m the knowledge that 
she has better lines to say than 
anyone else. But extracting 
anything beautiful from this 
compost proves too much even 
for her. “He went out cawing 
and flapping like a smashed- 
in crow." says Sophie about 

h.olvsnrl’c fact siotifme ft 


must have been for fish and 
chips. 

James 

Christopher 


EXCLUSIVE COMPETITION THETIMES 

Drive a Mazda 
MX-5 Monza 

Six winners can drive this car for a month 





























Looking forward, 


looking back 


I n early 1946 George Kitson. 
head of the Foreign Office's 
China Department and a 
man of imagination, wrote a 
14 page position paper for the 
Cabinet on Hong Kong. 

“Supposing the Chinese had 
taken (the Isle of WightJ against 
our will 100 years ago and covered 
it with pagodas, etc. and devel¬ 
oped it by means which they had 
invented and we had not learned 
to use. doing all this for their own 
purposes, although talking 9 great 
deal about the "material advan¬ 
tages to the United Kingdom and 
all the time emphasising the value 
of this haven of good government, 
a protection against insecurity, in 
die Isle of Wight. Even if they had 
created a heaven on earth in that 
small island we should have only 
one feeling about it. We should 
want it back." 

Yes. Yet later that same year 
Mao Zedong said: “I am not 
interested in Hong Kong: the 
Communist Party is not interested 
in Hong Kang: it has never been 
the subject of any discussion 
amongst us." But Mao added: 
"Perhaps 10, 20 or 30 years hence 
we may ask for a discussion 
regarding its return ..." Thirty- 
three years later, in 1979. as Mr 
Tsang records. Sir Murray 
MacLehose. then Hong Kong’s 
Governor, asked a seemingly 
innocent question about the re¬ 
newal of New Territories commer¬ 
cial leases and startledDeng 
Xiaoping into considering Hong 
Kong's retrocession. This story, 
long-since confirmed by others in 
the'room and only a few weeks 
ago by a senior Chinese official, 
gives the impression that the 
Chinese might have left the city 
alone for some undetermined 
period: 1 suspect this is unfair to 
Lord MacLehose. 

1 say that because of the 
brilliant tide and its underlying 
concept of Mr Tsang's excellent 
book. (He has been the director of 
Oxford's Hong Kong project for 
more than ten years.) Since IS4I 
bits of Hong Kong had been 
ripped from China by force. Bur 
its greatest part the New Territo¬ 
ries. came into the Empire in the 
1898 leasehold, foreshadowing the 
handover this July l.”When the 
British acquired ihe New Territo¬ 
ries in IS98." Mr Tsang writes, 
“they also unwittingly made an 
appointment with China over the 
furore of Hong Kong as a whole." 

Throughout the 20rh century. 
Mr Tsang observes, the relative 
power of Britain and China slowly 
reversed: the turning point may 
have come in the rapid, brutal 
Japanese occupation of Hong 
Kong in 1941. The myth of white 
superiority vanished and even 
long-time champions of imperial¬ 
ism like Leo Amory at the India 
Office wondered if the Empire 
was finished. British officials in 
China were confronted by Chiang 
Kaishek about the furore of Hong 
Kong. But Chiang had to save 
himself from the Communists 
when the war ended and Hong 
Kong went to the back of the 
nationalist burner. 

At first the Communists loo, as 
seen in Mao's underplaying of 
Hong Kong's importance, concen¬ 
trated on making their revolution. 
But by the late Seventies, as Mr 
Tsang shows, an irony of their 
post-Mao openness to the world 
was their growing determination 


Jonathan Mirskyon an examination 
of Hong Kong’s Chinese future and a 
recollection of its British past 
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to retrieve Hong Kong. Macau 
and Taiwan. 

All this Mr Tsang tells well, 
anchoring his text until the late 
Seventies on official documents. 
Then an odd thing happens: 
because he has interviewed 40 
leading British figures of the last 
phase of Hong Kong history and 
stored their stories away in some 
Oxford vault not to be used for 
years. Mr Tsang pretends he has 
put what he knows first-hand out 
of his mind. Therefore he appears 
to depend on secondary accounts, 
especially for British-Chinese ne¬ 
gotiations since 1980. which are 
very cagey about their sources; 


this makes ft possible for those 
involved to deny the accounts. But 
Mr Tsang also makes sensitive 
use of the published accounts of 
Sir Percy Cradock, who directed 
the crucial negotiations of 1982-84 
and likes to describe his manoeu¬ 
vres as "finesses", and Xu Jiatun. 
a key Peking official in Hong 
Kong in the same period, who 
Later defected to California and 
like Sir Percy portrays himself as 
cunning and wise. 

His contacts in the city of his 
birth also enable Mr Tsang to 
describe better than anyone here¬ 
tofore in English the workings of 
the super-secret “Hong Kong and 
Macau Work Committee of the 
Communist Party in Hong Kong" 
with its high-ranking status in 
Peking, its State Security mecha¬ 
nism. and its tentacles reaching 
into banking, commerce and uni¬ 
ted front organisations. (Hong 
Kong Government officials, in¬ 
cluding Governor Chris Patten, 
declined even to confirm, until last 
week, that this apparatus exists.) 
One pities men like Sir Pfercy as 
they confronted Chinese players 
in Beijing and Hong Kong who 
not only held all the cards but had 
marked them too. 



Mr Tsang has no illusions 
about Beijing’s lack of under¬ 
standing of what makes Hong 
Kong work, its suspicion and 
hatred of the colony's democrats, 
and of its intention to meddle. At 
least three of Chief Executive- 
designated Tung Chee-hwa's clos¬ 
est advisers are party members, 
he surmises. (Local Communist 
Party members bear this out) But 
he is very hard too cm Martin Lee, 
Hong Kong’s much-admired 
democratic leader, for fanning 
Beijing's fear of subversion in 
Hong Kong, and is even harder 
on Governor Ptitten. The Gover¬ 
nor’s modest democratic legisla¬ 
tion. which Mr Tsang says Mr 
Patten imagined Beijing would 
grudgingly accept instead of total¬ 
ly reversing, “turned out to be as 
clever as waring a red flag at a 
bull one is trying to induce to leave 
a china shop". 

Mr Tsang's conclusion is slight¬ 
ly modified gloom: in July, he 
contends, there will be an ar¬ 
ranged marriage. The bride is 
miserable and her husband a 
bully. “It may be unrealistic for 
the wife to hope that her married 
life will be ‘happy ever after', but it 
does not need to end in utter 
disaster." 

Hong Kong Remembers is a 
potentially ghastly book, the kind 
with gag-making memories of the 
hazQy recalled Raj. This one, 
however, by two long-term expa¬ 
triates. is quite wonderful, stuffed 
with revealing interviews with 
Hong Kong people, Chinese and 
British, with long memories in¬ 
deed, but far from rosy ones. 
There is one with a New Territo¬ 
ries villager who fought the Japa¬ 
nese, joined the party, served as a 
minor official in north China for 
30 years, and now lives in retire¬ 
ment in his native place, where he 
insists “Why should 1 be British? 1 
was bom in Hong Kong: I am 
Chinese. So is Hong Kong." 


T he best of the interviews 
—- the ones with past 
Governors and with Mr 
Patten are unrevealing, 
assured, and conflicting — is until 
Anna Wu, a well-known lawyer 
and ex-member of the Legislative 
Council. Ms Wu, for years a 
celebrated fighter for dvil rights, 
says the colonial government 
“would not tolerate a different 
point of view which might endan¬ 
ger ‘its power and authority". The 
authorities, she says, formed a 
secret committee, which included 
Special Branch, to maintain sur¬ 
veillance of admirable people like 
herself and her husband, the 
journalist Frank Ching. (The Sec¬ 
urity Brandt now claims its 
records of this repulsive practice 
were scrapped.) One “disastrous" 
result of tiie colonial government's' 
fear of democrats and its efforts to 
suppress them, says Ms Wu. is 
that after the handover Beijing 
will insist it is doing nothing the 
British didn't do. An additional 
disaster, she says, is that there 
exists no firmly established “sta¬ 
ble and mature alternative to 
British colonial rule". 

Like Steve Tsang and his forced 
marriage, Ms Wu feels bad about 
the future: “You suddenly reach a 
dead end, and that's hcrw IYe fait 
for a long time ... A political 
career has simply not been an 
option in Hong Kong. It has never 
been for anybody." 


In the junk harbour at Aberdeen, southwest Hong Kong, 1952 





Tiananmen Square, 1993, from Marc Riboud in China, (Thamesand Hudson, £35) 


T ravelling in China is often 
not much fun. Recently first- 
class passengers on a Chi¬ 
nese airline were handed economy- 
class food trays, then later saw the 
stewardesses scoffing what was 
clearly their first-class food. When 
questioned, one hostess replied 
haughtily: "We should have better 
food — after all we’re working." 

And given how difficult it is to do 
anything in China, it is often easiest 
to book a package tour. Yet package 
tourists follow a tightly supervised 
schedule which isolates them from 
the population. None of this is to 
say that China is not worth visiting. 
The individual traveller faces all 
sorts of Frustrations, but every time 
one is about to give up on China 
something positive happens that 
makes it all seem worthwhile. If 
you are not going to China on a 
package, ana are not wealthy 
enough to be cushioned from 
China's rigours, you need a guide¬ 
book. Independent-minded travel¬ 
lers are left with the Lonely Planet 
or the Rough Guide to China. 
Borders are open and visas are 
readily distributed, but the stan¬ 
dard tourist "sights" — the Great 
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Wall, the Forbidden City, the 
Terracotta Army—are few. consid¬ 
ering the size of the country. 

"Indeed," says the Rough Guide, 
"historic architecture is scant ... 
Chinese towns and cities lack that 
sense of history so palpable in the 
great dries of Europe or the Middle 
East. The Communists, like all 
dynasties before them, simply de¬ 
stroyed earlier showpieces." 

The Rough Guide's introduction 
to Shanghai is esperialiy pungent. 
Qingdao is on the mark: "The 
water is like Chinese soup — murky 
and warm with unidentifiable 
things floating on it. so swimming 
is not recommended." But some¬ 
times it misses. Thus Weihai (on 
the Shangdon coast) "has nothing 
to recommend it". On the comrary. 


Red badge of courage 


The Cultural Revolution did 
not just shape a generation of 
Chinese. It scorched their lives 
and seared iheir minds, shat¬ 
tering millions of families and 
implanting a cynicism about 
authority that not even the 
horrors of civil war. foreign 
occupation or the famines in¬ 
flicted by Mao Zedong's Great 
Leap Forward had aroused. 

No two testimonies of this 
tumult and its consequences 
could be more different than 
those of Rae Yang and Wei 
Jingsheng. Yang's Spider Eat¬ 
ers (University of California 
Press, £20.95; ISBN 0 520 
204S0 S) is a depressing jour¬ 
ney to disillusion: Wei\s. The 
Cnurat;e lo Stand Alone (Vi¬ 
king. £10.99: ISBN 0670 87249 
o), is a pungent and unfailing¬ 
ly brave celebration of what he 
calls “foe depth, force, and 
enduring tradition of human¬ 
ism in Chinese culture". 

The title Yang gives to her 
memoir is taken from the 
saying of Lu Xun that history 
owes a debt to those who. by 
eating poisonous spiders, 
"died so that now we know 
hener". Bitterness is Iter 
theme. Despite the faux naif 
style- there is a riveting direct¬ 
ness about her account of 
whaf made of her a pitiless 
young Red Guard capable of 
beating class enemies half to 
deafo.and how she gradually 
realised to what point she and 
other educated youngsters 
had been duped, exploited and 
finailv left to rot. 


Even then, she says, she 
would not have left China in 
19SL “had not Deng Xiaoping 
not shut down Democracy 
Wall (and{ arrested Wei Jing¬ 
sheng". 

It is typical of Wei 
Jingsheng that he can find 
something positive to say even 
about the Cultural Revolution. 
Whatever those chaotic and 
cruel years cost his genera¬ 
tion. he writes, “we made up 



Wei Jingsheng: unbroken 


for it in mental experience". 

Personal bitterness is absent 
from this remarkable, painful 
and ultimately exhilarating 
book. Wei. who probably does 
not even know of the publica¬ 
tion of this collection, had no 
opportunity to choose the 
book's title. Bur if he had. it 
would probably have spoken 
not about his own struggle, 
but of his hopes for China, 

That hope should survive 
what he has endured is ex¬ 
traordinary. His health bro¬ 
ken by appalling ill-treatment. 


this man of 47 is back in 
solitary confinement at the 
Nanpu New Life Salt Works, 
due lor release only in 2009. 

He has already served near¬ 
ly 15 years in prisons and 
labour camps for the “crime" 
of declaring, in his famous 
poster on Democracy Wall in 
1978. reproduced here, that 
Deng Xiaoping's “Four Mo¬ 
dernisations" would fail to 
transform China without a 
"fifth modernisation", democ¬ 
racy. For democracy, he wrote 
a decade later from prison, 
was the most powerful tool 
against corruption and the 
abuse of power, "more iron 
than an iron fist". 

Courageous work has been 
written from solitary confine¬ 
ment. but rarely is it mixed 
with such unquenchable 
engagement with the outside 
world. The theme of these 
missives is the grand theme of 
Chirm today: it is that The 
“social upheaval" which both 
China's leaders and its people 
fear "begins with confused 
thinking, and confused think¬ 
ing stems from unreasonable 
behaviour on the part of those 
in power". In saying the 
unsayable. he has broken no 
written Chinese law; but he 
has broken every unwritten 
one in tire book. It is China's 
tragedy that this is precisely 
why he has again been si¬ 
lenced by nervous authority, 
this time perhaps until death. 


Rosemary Righter 


T he size, the strangeness 
and the growing 
strength of China fasci¬ 
nate the outside world. Fasci¬ 
nate, confuse and alarm. 
Serious observers now write 
about the coming threat from 
China; and even the Jess 
apocalyptic reporting on the 
country in the Western media 
tends to be partial and emo¬ 
tional. The fact that this is the 
last great surviving Commu¬ 
nist system is some explana¬ 
tion, but hardly sufficient. 

In such a situation, objective 
analysis of what the Chinese 
are up to becomes essential: 
and the book by Andrew 
Nathan and Robert Ross 
meets the need exactly. This is 
a dispassionate survey of Chi¬ 
nese foreign policy, which sees 
China engaged, like any other 
state, in the pursuit of national 
interest and security. This is 
right, for, apart from a few 
hysterical years under Mao, 
China's eternal policy has 
been a model of realpolitik. 

The authors acknowledge 
China’s strengths, but. unusu¬ 
ally, also examine China's 
weaknesses: a vast, poor popu¬ 
lation. growing too fan; a 
shortage of good agricultural 
land: long, not easily defensi¬ 
ble borders: powerful and 
unreliable neighbours; contin¬ 
uing technological backward¬ 
ness and. in consequence, 
relative military inadequacy. 
The Chinese Air Force, for 
example, is apparently inferi¬ 
or in quality even to Taiwan's 
and the technological gap is 
widening rather than dimin¬ 
ishing, In the past a sense of 
vulnerability has often com- 


Experience a better 
guide than hope 


pelled China to resort to 
stratagems that conveyed the 
illusion that it was stronger 
tiian it really was. Today it 
faces hard choices if it is to 
come to terms with an interna¬ 
tional order dominated by the 
United States. 

Nathan and Ross rightly see 
the current task for the West as 
the peaceful assimilation of 
China in that international 
order. They prescribe a cau¬ 
tious approach, a judicious 
mixture of accommodation, 
persuasion and resistance. In 
their view, tire old Cold War 
with ChinaTn the Fifties may 
have been unavoidable: but a 
new Cold War would be an 
immense error. 

Wise advice, but it does 
demand a detachment and 
consistency in policy rarely 
forthcoming in Western demo¬ 
cratic life. The Sino-US rela¬ 
tionship lies at the heart of foe 
problem. United States policy 
on China is constantly buffet¬ 
ed by cross-winds: domestic 
pressures; foe American dis¬ 
position to moralise; above all. 
Congress. What is worse, 
under weaker leadership on 
the Chinese side. the strategic 
quality which has hitherto 
marked their approach may 
prove to be lacking. The moral 
of the book is the need for 
detached, consistent, unpoliti- 
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rised thinking and practice in 
foreign policy. Professionals 
will devoutly agree; but the 
politicians do not always 
oblige. 

Two small corrections: Chi¬ 
na's population is not "ethni¬ 
cally diverse": 95 per cent are 
Han Chinese. It is misleading 
to say that Britain and China 
held talks over Hong Kong 
“without representation of the 
residents of Hong Kong". The 
Governor and his political 
adviser were leading members 
of the delegation: and foe 
Governor's Executive Council, 
drawn from local residents, 
were privy to every move. 


James Miles writes with a 
narrower focus, about the 
Chinese domestic scene. He 
was the BBC's correspondent 
in Beijing from 1988 to 1994: 
and his judgment is inevitably 
coloured by his experience of 
Tiananmen in June I9S9. He 
gives a good account of the 
aftermath. He goes on to 
describe Deng Xiaoping's visit 
to southern China in 1992. 
which gave a new impetus to 
economic reform, and gives a 
vivid picture of the many 
unlovely features of the divid¬ 
ed- acquisitive society which 
reform and the "socialist mar¬ 
ket economy" have brought 
about: the growing inequal¬ 
ities. the endemic corruption, 
the peasant discontents, the 
folk migrations from the land 
to the cities, foe troubles of the 
loss-making state enterprises 
k A* his subtitle indicates. 
Miles thinks things cannot 
hold together under such 
strains and, like many West¬ 
ern reporters, he sees judg¬ 
ment day for the Communist 
regime as coinciding with the 

Xiaoping. 

death ,s likely i„ iff, 
the lid on this cauldron of 
discontent" The trouble is we 
have since lived through judg¬ 
ment day almost without nt 
hetng it, and China goes on 
much as before. 


s jr Percy Cradock vtds . " . 
Ambassador to China from 
w ami the Prime Minister's 

polity adviser fiom 1984 to 
Ha book. Experiences of 
^-nina, was published in i994. 
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this -former British concession, 
given up mJ930. is. fascinating for 
. British visitors, especially foe is¬ 
land of Uugong, with its old British 
houses. 

And Wutai Shan, ora? of China’s 
four Buddhist mountains, rewards 
the long bus journey there "with 
monks, fortune-tellers and pilgrims 
outnumbering tourists, with, a 
peaceful spiritual tone". When this 
traveller was there last year Wutai 
Shan was an inferno of karaoke 
dubs. It was difficult to find much 
. that was spiritual. 

But, when the Rough Guide 
comes to Tibet it tells it like it is. 
Tibet is a “sad and subjugated 
colony of China". Tibet's past "has 
been tragic, its present is painful 
and the futon? looks bleak". Yet it 
rounds out the overall scene by 
adding: “Many of the Chinese who 
have come to Tibet are poor people 
frying to make a life for themselves 
and their families. They may have 
little knowledge of the wider polit¬ 
ical implications of their presence 
here." True, and in this kind of 
comment the Rough Guide fulfils 
its promise of presenting China in 
its contemporary context. 
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This is not to deny the 
tensions below the surface of 
Chjnese life, or the problems 
facing the Chinese leaders, as 
they strive to direct a vast 
country in a state of change. 
But there are clearly positive 
factors at work: among them, 
rising firing standards, a 
widespread fear of instability, 
a deep sense of national pride. 
They should have been 
brought into the equation. 
Whatever we may think of the 
present regime, it would be 
prudent to assume it will'be 
around for some time. Hopes 
and wishes are not the best 
guides. 

In his Advancement of 
Learning. Francis Bacon, re¬ 
flecting on foe political ana¬ 
lysts of his day, commended 
foe Italian school, because 
they wrote "of what men do. 
not what they ought to do". 
Nathan and Ross dearly be- 
to file first category; 
Miles has strong leanings to 
foe Second. Nathan and Ross 
nave foe advantage. 
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Ian McIntyre makes his way through an exhaustive biography of Anton Chekhov, whose letters reveal an uninhibited spirit 
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I r was nui a lung life, and it was not on 
the surface at least a particularly 
eventful one. Chekhov was bom in 
Taganrog, on the Sea of Azov. The 
families of both parents had bought their 
way from serfdom into the merchant 
class. By the lime he qualified as a doctor 
in 1S84, he was already well-known for 
his short stories, and he was taken up by 
the press baron Suvorin. who owned the 
pro-government Novoe vremya, then 
Russia's largest daily paper. 

He travelled to Sakhalin, the Russian 
Botany Bay, and published an investiga¬ 
tion of convict life; together with Tulstoy 
and Gorky, he came to be regarded as the 
conscience of the nation. He bough) an 
estate, quarrelled with Suvorin over 
Dreyfus, turned his mind increasingly to 
the theatre. 

Petersburg audiences could be rough, 
and had been known to pelt the cast with 
apples, binoculars and galoshes. The 
first night of The Seagull was a disaster. 
“If I live another 700 years." he said. “I 
wont let the theatre have another play." 
The foundation of rhe Moscow Art 
Theatre in 1898 changed all that. The play 
was triumphantly revived, and in the six 
years that were left to him. Chekhov 


The doctor and the details 
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produced the three other masterpieces of 
his maturity. 

He lived for mast of his life with his 
parents, with a possessive sister and with 
various more or less delinquent brothers; 
there was a long succession of mistresses, 
and a laic and fur from idyllic marriage 
to the actress Olga Knipper. When he 
died in Germany in 1904. the body was 
sent home in a refrigerated railcar. 
Gorky was indignant. “Anton who 
squirmed at anything vile and vulgar," 
he wrote to his wife, “was brought in a 
car ‘for transporting fresh oysters.’" A 
crowd of 4,000 marched to the 
Novodevichy cemetery. People climbed 
trees and broke crosses in the fight for a 


place. Chaliapin 
burst into tears and 
cursed them; “And he 
lived for these bas¬ 
tards," he cried. 

In some ways Che¬ 
khov's life resembled 
one of his own plays 
— not much of a plot, 
lots of atmosphere, 
plenty of cameo roles 
for character actors. 

When he bought his 
mother false teeth in 
Petersburg, she re¬ 
fused to wear them 
because they had 
been made on the 
13th of the month. Chekhov: 

When his father 
found a rat in a barrel of olive oil he was 
“too honest to say nothing, too mean to 
pour the oil away, too lazy to boil and re- 
filier it". Father Pokrovsky was called in 
to conduct a service of consecration. 


Chekhov: unidyllic life 


khov by her lack 
professional skill:' 
having intercourse, 
"but taking pan in 
class." 


We meet the Peters¬ 
burg editor Nikolai 
Leikin. squat and 
hairy, who hung his 
Christmas tree with 
raw meat for his two 
hounds, and the chief 
of police at Tomsk 
who took Chekhov- 
round the local broth¬ 
els. In Yalta we en¬ 
counter the dentist 
Osirov&ky. who des¬ 
erts Chekhov in mid- 
operation [or his 
duties in the Jewish 
cemetery. In Blago¬ 
veshchensk there is a 
Japanese prostitute, 
who impresses Che- 
of coyness and her 
‘You feel you are not 
" he wrote lo Suvorin. 
a rop level equitation 


Rayfidd's trawl of the sources has been 
impressively exhaustive. In the Russian 
State Library there are 7.0U0 letters 
addressed id Chekhov, half of which 
have never been referred to in print. 
Almost 5,000 of his own leners are in the 
public domain, although a l%8 Central 
Committee resolution forbade the publi¬ 
cation of certain passages. 

R ayfield has not felt bound by the 
Soviet land Russian) convention of 
not “discrediting nr vulgarising", 
but the restoration uf previously 
bowdlerised passages in the corres¬ 
pondence does not hugely modify our 
picture of Chekhov. Most of them are 
simply uninhibited references to bodih 

function or to sexual performance. “1 
have haemorrhoids,, awful, like grajxrs. 
growing in bunches from my behind." he 
reUshts friend Franz Schechtef. When 
Leikin writes boastfully of his potency as 
both man and editor, Chekhov uhsmes 
dril>: “A penis that smashes walnuts as a 


Truth far 
worse 
than 
fiction 

Louis de Bemieres abhors 


the deadly trade that threatens 
_ so many Colombians _ 

W hen this book Fokker that flew only by the 
was first grace of God after almost 30 
launched in Co- years of forced labour", or 
lombia. in 1996. when he has somebody sing- 


measure of editorial ability could be a 
fine theme for a dissertation." 

Rayfield himself has a good sardonic 
eye. and I frequently wished he had 
spired us some of the derail and let us 
hear more of his own voice. He describes 
a schoolmaster whose punishments in¬ 
cluded strapping boys to a stepladder to 
be spar a i by the class. “The fees, 
however, were modest," Rayfield adds, 
"and the boys needed no uniform." He 
also has a gocxl line in end-nates (I was 
sorry they were not footnotes) — “Kou¬ 
miss is fermented mare's milk, ir tastes 
like a mixture of champagne, chalk and 
rancid butler." 

‘‘.All biography is fiction." Rayfield 
asserts, "hut fiction that ha» to fit the 
documented facts." It is not a formula he 
observes. Rather does he pile up nuggets 
uf information like skulls and bones in 
some vast, chronologically ordered char¬ 
nel-house. He contends that m write a 
full biography would take a lifetime 
longer than Chekhov's own. Thai wuuld 
be to pursue a w ill o' the wisp. Inside this 
fat new fife there is a bener book 
struggling to get mu — less choked by 
detail, more varied in pace and 
characterised bv more liuhi and shade. 


JULIO E TC HART . IMPACT 


W hen this book 
was first 
launched in Co¬ 
lombia. in 1996. 
Marquez announced that not 
one single word of it was 
fiction. Furthermore, he stated 
that reporring was his favour¬ 
ite kind of work. Moreover, 
when it comes lo reporting. 
Marquez is so scrupulous with 
the truth as to be quite old- 
fashioned; one of his earliest 
works. The Sroiy Of A 
Shipwrecked Sailor, un¬ 
earthed a truth so embarrass¬ 
ing to the then dictatorship 
that Mirquez gor into consid¬ 
erable trouble, and the news¬ 
paper which had published it 
was dosed down. 

I mention all this because 
the blurb on the English 
edition of News disingenuous¬ 
ly makes it out to be a novel. I 
am aware that Mirquez’s 
fiction sells far 

better than his - 

non-fiction, but NEW 

I do not think KIDNj 

that it does a By Gabr 

service to y M - 

Marquez him¬ 
self for the pub- ism 02 

Ushers to flag /SgNOi 

this book as ——— 
something 

which M&rquez explidtly 
states that it is not Had he 
dedded to write it as a novel, it 
would have been different 
Let us move on to die 

justified enthusiasm, however. 
The book has been admirably 
translated by Edith Grossman 
into excellently smooth Eng¬ 
lish, although fand here I 
acknowledge my perversity! I 
wou/d have preferred it ren¬ 
dered with more fidelity to the 
original Castilian word-order, 
which is more elegant and I 
shudder when co nf ro n ted by 
split infinitives on such a scale. 
Aficionados of Marquez'S style 
will nonetheless be pleased tty 
the recurrence of many of his 
favourite turns of phrase, and 
his love for words like "apoca¬ 
lyptic", "prodigal" and “im¬ 
probable". His prose is 
saris tying and refreshing, as 
when he describes the presi¬ 
dential plane as “a decrepit 


NEWS OF A 
KIDNAPPING 
By Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez 

Cape^ £16.99 
ISBN 0224 050028 



Turner’s self-portrait, 
aged around 25,1798-1800 


Fokker that flew only by the 
grace of God after almost 30 
years of forced labour", or 
when he has somebody sing¬ 
ing “... salsa, vallenatos, and 
bambucos all day at the top of 
her lungs and with the ear of 
an artilleryman..." 

Good writing is not what is 
important here, however, 
because the book is about the 
“biblical holocaust that has 
been consuming Colombia for 
more than 20 years". Pablo 
Escobar, then head of . the 
cartel in Medellin — “a city 
martyrised by violence" — had 
made so many enemies that he 
realised that he could only be 
safe, and continue to run his 
business, tf he was in prison 
under the protection of the 
Stale. The one obstacle to his 
surrender was that Colombia 
has an extradition agreement 
with the United States, where 
Escobar knew 

- that he would be 

OF A imprisoned for 

PPING numerous con- 

secutive life- 
'2, times. He 

!” therefore kid- 

loans “W? several 

___well-known 

n people, and 

would not sur¬ 
render them until he had 
guarantees of non-extradition. 
The book retells, with a most 
painstaking attention to the 
smallest detail, the story of 
their kidnapping and captivi¬ 
ty. One harmless old woman. 
Marina Montoya, is held for a 
while, and then shot 
There are, of course, lighter 
moments, as when President 
Gaviria remarks: “I was the 
only Colombian who didn’t 
have a President to complain 
to." but on the whole it is hard 
to escape the feeling that 
M&nquez has written this book 
in a mood of tightly sup¬ 
pressed rage. Mitigating epi¬ 
sodes of heroism, defiance and 
love cannot, for example, pre¬ 
vent us from sharing with the 
author his angry astonish¬ 
ment at the superstitious reli¬ 
giosity of the assassins, who 
see no contradiction between 
awe-struck faith in the Virgin 


YOU WATT 30 years for one. 
and then two come along at 
once. The last "lheraiy" biog¬ 
raphy of J. M. W. Turner was 
Jack Lindsay’s intelligent, ten¬ 
dentious Marxist interpreta¬ 
tion of 1966. Since then, books 
about Turner the painter have 
. been plentiful, but his life itself 
has proved elusive, and his 
first biographer, Walter 
Thombury, made a famous 
hash of it 

The standard biography 
Thombury should have writ¬ 
ten, with Ruskin at his elbows, 
had to wait until 1939, when 
the great Turner scholar A J. 
finberg published his exhaus¬ 
tive. if rather dry. account 
Finberg thought Turner “a 
very uninteresting roan to 
write about There is nothing 
picturesque, romantic or excit¬ 
ing either in his character or in 
his life” Yet reading 
Thombury one feels that, in 
the right hands, that life — 
thoroughly Dickensian — 
could have been the stuff of a 
great novel. 



Marquez’s account exposes a biblical holocaust that has been consuming Colombia for more than 20 years: kids deal crack and glue on the streets of Medellin. 19S9 


and complete immorality. We 
leam of the teenage guards' 
extreme fatalism, all of them 
knowing that they will never 
grow old, most of rhem un¬ 
hinged by alcohol, tedium, 
futility and cocaine, Escobar 
threatened to blow up the 
entire city of Cartagena, and 
Marquez, who normally 
leaves his moral judgments to 
one side, describes him as a 
man who had a “total inability 
to distinguish good from evil". 


T he narco traffickers, 
because of their incal¬ 
culable wealth, were 
able to corrupt and 
destroy the moral and social 
fabric of Colombia. They of¬ 
fered “silver or lead" (a bribe 
or a bullet), and Escobar in 
particular ran a campaign of 
terrorism that claimed tens of 
thousands. The book warns us 
all of what happens when 
fantastically easy money falls 
into the hands of megalomani¬ 
acs without moral limits. 

Marquez is possibly the 
most respected man in Colom¬ 
bia, but he has been coura¬ 
geous in publishing this book. 
Now that the cartels are 
broken, the cocaine assassins 
are underemployed. They 
have linked up with terrorist 
and revolutionary organ¬ 
isations such as FARC, ELN 
and EJPi, who are gradually 
taking up where the cartels left 
off, and also diveraifying into 
poppies. There will, needless 
to say. never be a revolution, 
but these people have created 


a tidy business out of applying 
the skills of their new recruits. 
Anyone who is even of modest 
means in Colombia now runs 
the risk of being kidnapped, 
and lives in terror. When I was 
given the Colombian edition 
by a friend of mine from Cali, 
she wrote in the front, with 
absolute seriousness; “Antes 
de que yo pueda tener una de 
estas experiences..." [Before 
it happens to me... f She is no 
cme in particular, but she has 
an armed bodyguard and is 
too frightened to go out for a 
picnic in the country. 

What f cannot understand is 
why Marquez has been so 
restrained in pointing out who 
is ultimately responsible for 
the tormenting of his beautiful 
and helmed country. Only in 
•one paragraph does he men¬ 
tion it even in passing. The 
point is that no one would sell 
cocaine if no one was buying 
it The United States will never 
legalise it, and so it is futile to 
argue that they should. Let me 
be explicit: Escobar became 
possible, countless thousands 
dial horribly, an entire gener¬ 
ation of urban teenage boys 
became assassins and died 
before they were 20. little girls 
were abducted from the coun¬ 
tryside and gang-raped, 
because thoughtless, self-in¬ 
dulgent, decadent, overpaid 
Westerners think lhar taking 
cocaine makes parties more 
amusing. If you use cocaine, 
dear reader, you are by proxy 
a kidnapper, a rapist, a tortur¬ 
er, a terrorist and a murderer. 


G race Notes is a new 
departure for Bernard 
Mac Laveny.The pro¬ 
tagonist is female (in Cal there 
was one major female charac¬ 
ter. in Lamb none at all); 
Catherine McKenna is a com¬ 
poser. The novel’s first move¬ 
ment takes place in Northern 
Ireland, like most of Mac 
Laverty's writing; but the sec¬ 
ond is set in Scotland. And the 
chronology of Grace Notes is 
jarred, ending at its middle, 
while Mac Laverty’s writing 
has tended towards straight¬ 
forward narra¬ 
tives. The au- Tobi; 

thor's first new - 

novel for 14 mn rt 

years demands 
to be read care- li ^ T1 

fully, just as “ 

modern music Ca t^ 

“demands*’ to be fSBNO^ 

listened to, al- . —» 

though the chro¬ 
nology makes quirky reading 
first time through. 

Music — a life experienced 
through music. Catherine Mc¬ 
Kenna’S life—shapes the story 
and fine structure of Grace 
Nates. Sound has been strong 
in Mac Laverty's writing since 
the first novel Lamb, where 
coat hangers jangled like ‘the 
slow tolling of thin bells". The 
writer's prose was clean-cut 
then, and if anything it has 
been pared down further now. 
But strong sound images are 
still present, their poerry en¬ 
hanced by the bleak, lurid 
prose. 


Tiy composing 
yourself 


Tobias Hill 

GRACE NOTES 
By Bernard Mac 
Laverty 

Cape. £14.99 
ISBN O22404429 X 


Turner in his grave 


He was brought up in a 
narrow alley off Covent 
Garden, his father a chatty 
Devonian barber, his mother, 
more genteel, slithered into 
madness, and her husband 
and son bundled her into 
Bedlam w die. By then Turner 
was in his twenties, a star in 
the artistic firmament with a 
lover who had borne him two 
illegitimate daughters. He 
kept his clandestine private 
life utterly separate from his 
professional career, conducted 
in the glare of celebrity and 
controversy. He acquired a 
reputation for miserliness, 
squirrelling away a fortune in 
die form of property and 
government bonds. 

He eventually set up house 
with a much younger woman, 
first at Margate, later in a 
riverside cottage at Chelsea. 
He allowed her to keep him 


Andrew Wilton 

STANDING IN 
THE SUN 
A life of J. M. W. 
Turner 

By .Anthony Bailey 
Sinddir-StevensortXZ5 
ISBN 185619589 6 

TURNER 
A Life 

By James Hamilton 

Hodder & Stoughton, i25 
ISBN 0340(306251 


out of her own pocket, but she 
cared for him with touching 
devotion to the end. Mean¬ 
while his London house had 
gone to ruin, rain leaking into 
the gallery he had so carefully 
designed, the masterpieces he 
had hoarded there lying in 
piles, dripped on and peeling. 


His will virtually ignored 
his family, who took their 
revenge far a lifetime’s indif¬ 
ference by pleading that he 
was of unsound mind. The 
dispute dragged on. Bleak 
House-like, for five years. 

He had wanted the £140.000 
in liis estate to go to worthy 
professional causes: an Acade¬ 
my medal for landscape paint¬ 
ing, almshouses for "poor and 
decayed Male Artists". A com¬ 
promise reached by the Court 
of Chancery in 1856 gave the 
family the money, while the 
nation received all the pictures 
— not just the 100 finished 
canvases Turner wished but 
300 paintings and oil sketches, 
thousands of drawings and 
hundreds of sketchbooks. 

Both these new biographies 
keep die paintings firmly in 
rhdr place. They are to be 
read, not looked at. and both 


In Grace Notes, music be¬ 
comes Mac Laverty’s central 
thematic image. This is a story 
in two movements, and sound 
is stronger than vision, as if we 
hear the narrative through the 
ears of Catherine the musician 
— Walkmans “sizzled and 
□shed", an old 
Hill woman whis- 

- pers "prayers 

sirvTF'c fell of esses”. 

The piece opens 
rd Mac with the dea th of 
Ty Catherine's fa- 

14.99 ther. and the 

04429.K funeral is de- 
■ — ■ scribed through 

its music “A 
whole trevally of prayers ... 
Five times for the Our Father 
Fifty times for the Hail Mary 
... Like the sparrows earlier 
in the day. Cheep cheep cheep 
cheep cheep. A dry sound that 
needed oil.” 

Beginning wifh a death. 
Grace Notes moves upwards 
towards the birth of Cather¬ 
ine’s child and the first broad¬ 
cast of her music, a piece full of 
die ihunder and “slaps and 
dunts" of Protestant drums. 
Like the “thin bells” of Lamb 
with their delicate religious 
implication, the images in 
Grace Notes are rarely arbi¬ 


are very readable. They ex¬ 
ploit as best they can Turner’s 
scrappy but sometimes amus¬ 
ing letters, his lugubrious 
"manuscript poem" Fallacies 
of Hope. Each book tries to 
balance the misanthropic 
Turner against the generous 
artist the life and soul of 
whitebair suppers at Green¬ 
wich or Eel Pie Island. Each 
gets it about right, with a 
decided positive emphasis. 

Hamilton writes less, but 
with gusto, bringing Turner to 

vivid three-dimensional life. 
Bailey is almost as thorough 
as Finberg. and perhaps as a 
consequence there is less light 
and air in his narrative, but it 
is an impressive performance. 
These two overdue buses are 
going in the same direction 
but they rake slightly different 
routes, and each is worth the 
ride. 

Andrew Wilton is Keeper of British 
Art oi the Tote Gallery. His 
Turner in His Time is published by 
Thames and Hudson, priced £36 


trary. Mac Laverty uses 
sounds as subtle giveaways of 
rime and place; uf the politics, 
religion and violence of North¬ 
ern Ireland. Character too is 
echoed silently in objects — a 
lorry unburdening itself of a 
load, just as Catherine unbur¬ 
dens herself of her ghosts 
through her music and the 
birth of her child. 

One of the accomplish men ts 
of Grace Notes is Mac 
Lavertv’s crea non of a com¬ 


plete female narrator and her 
simple unsentimental story, 
rhe baby (“A car alarm that 
shut and pissed") and ir< 
importance to Catherine. But 
the strongest impression left 
by Grace Notes is that of its 
central image — of the “notes 
between notes" which seem to 
compose themselves: of a life 
happening while its heroine is 
busy making other plans. “Do 
you compose the music or does 
the music compose you?" Mac 
Laverty writes. If architecture 
is frozen music. Grace Notes is 
the literary equivalent, full of 
its own powerful rhythm. 

Tobias Hill’s collection of short 
stories. Skin, is published bv 
Faber, priced W.W 


To order these , or any books , phone 
The Times Bookshop on 0345 660916 


JAMES H< 




Times confess i 
mflhgtod 


f as tte Jnaiest British mefist 

Euan Fergnsq*, The Observer 

6er a book I have read recently 
■ me begh more, or as often—' 
Maiy Loodoo, The Times 
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42 TRAVEL NEWS » _____ the times Thursday jw exvm 

Barg ains of the week: from tennis coaching and world-class athletics to the peace of an Indian hilltop 




HOUDAYS 


raqtfTS: 


TENNIS BREAKS for bud¬ 
ding Wimbledon stars are 
available at the David Lloyd 
Leisure Club, Eastbourne. 
Sussex, for El 19 a person 
including two nights' half¬ 
board and eight hours' coach¬ 
ing a dav. Details: 01323 
520091. 


darion with breakfast and 
tickets. Price: from £S99 a 
person- Details: 0171-S3I 7799. 


□ VIENNA for a week for 
£249 a person, staying in 
student accommodation, is on 
offer from DER Travel from 
July 1. Details: OI7M08 0111. 


AIR UK has Euroff fares to 
Amsterdam starting from £69 
from London. E79 from 
Manchester or Norwich. E89 
from Birmingham. £109 from 
Edinburgh or Glasgow. £129 
from Aberdeen. Inverness. 
Newcastle or Teesside. De¬ 
tails: 0990 074074 


□ KEFALONIA, the Greek 
island, will cost E249 a person 
for a week’s seff-cateriflg with 
Kosmar Holidays flying from 
Gatwick next Sundav. Details: 
0181-36$ 6S33. 


□ FLORIDA fly-drive holi¬ 
days from £199 a person for a 
fortnight, flying from 
Gatwick to Sanford. Orlando, 
on July 10 are available from 
Jetsave. Details: 01342 312033. 


□ SIMLA, the hilltop Indian 
city popular with the British 
Raj, is featured in a four-day 
trip from Delhi with Greaves 
Tours, costing £235 a person, 
including rail travel and full 
board. Flights from the UK to 
Delhi cost from £405 return. 
Details: 0m-4S7 91lL 


□ PORTUGALIA Airlines 
has a £159 excursion from 
Manchester to Lisbon or 
Oporto valid until July 15. 
Details 0990 502048. 


□ THE ITALIAN Lakes far 
LW5 a person for ii nights 
B&B. with a flight from 
Gatwick on July 5. is on offer 
from Advantage Travel Cen¬ 
tres. Details: 0990 SSISSS. 


□ THE THREE CHOIRS 
Festival at Hereford is the 
focal point of a break from 
August 21 to 23 costing £196 a 
person with Whistler Breaks 
and including two nights' half¬ 
board, concert tickets and city 
tours. Derails: 01743718964. 


□ AB AIRLINES has reduced 
its Gatwick to Lisbon excur¬ 
sion to £114. Details: 0345 
46474S. 


□ FLIGHTS to Sydney or 
Brisbane before December 12 
rast E635 return with Japan 
Airlines, including a free one- 
night stopover in Tokyo or 
Osaka. Details: 0171-636 5000. 


□ ATHENS and the World 
Athletics Championships fea¬ 
ture in a holiday from David 
Dryer Sports Tours with a 
flight from Gatwick un August 
I. "ten nights" hotel accommo- 


□ BARBADOS for a fortnight 
over the late summer Bank 
Holiday is on offer for £629 a 
person in self-catering accom¬ 
modation from Airtours. The 
flight goes from Manchester 
on August IS. Details: 0541 
507109. 


□ UNTIL August S, Lupus 
Travel has a £99 BA excursion 
between Gatwick and Genoa. 
Details: 0171 306 3000. 



RED FUNNEL Ferries offers 
inclusive day-trips for a car 
and four passengers' from. 
Southampton., coupled with 
entry to several attractions on 
the' Isle of Wight. Details': 
01703 334010. 


□ SALLY HOUDAYS has 
three-night breaks to Disney¬ 
land Paris from £38 a person 
to include ferry and accommo¬ 
dation. Up to two children 
under 16 travel free; July l -to 
August 31. Details: 0181-395 
3030. 


THE PRINCESS Sofia Inter¬ 
Continental Hotel in Barcelo¬ 
na is offering savings of 30 per 
cent off normal rates until 1 the 
end of August as parr of its 
“summer options" deal. Other 
Inter-Continentals have simi¬ 
lar deals. Details: 0345 581444. 


weekends in July, and Augua 
at the Pennington.Midland 
Hold, a Victorian..hold in 
Bradford. Cost is £98 a person. 
Details: 01274 735735. 


□ TYLNEY HALL Hotel near 
Hook. Hampshire, has a 
three-night summer break 
fate of £234 a room a night, 
including dinner, based on 
double occupancy. Details: 
01256 764881. 


□ AN OUTDOOR concert, 
part of the York-Early Music 

festival, is included in .the 
overnight rate of £59 at the 
Swallow Hotel in York on July 
6. Details: 01904,701000.. 


□ STENA LINE has intro¬ 
duced fen-day fares on Dover- 
Calais of £145 for a car and up 
to five passengers far book¬ 
ings made by June 30, for 
travel by September 30. De-. 
tails: 0990 707070.’ 


□ FLIGHTS to Dubai cost 
£365 from August 16 to Octo¬ 
ber 31. Details: Air Tickets 
Direct 0990 320321. 


□ HOVERSPEED has new 
E35 day-trip or overnight fares 
on Dover-Calais far a car-and 
two passengers oh its Super- 
Sea Cat serviced July 18 n> Sep¬ 
tember 7. Details: 0990 240241. 


□ SUMMER RATES at the 
Lowndes .Hotel, in London's 
Knightsbridge. will be £150 a 
night phis-VAT- for single 
bookings and £160 plus VAT 
for doubles. The special rates 
apply from July 7 until August 
31. Details: 0171-823 1234. 


□ AUGUST RATE at the 
Oakley Court Hotel near 
Windsor, close to the Legoland 
theme park* is £65 a iwrson 
based on double occupancy. 
Details: 01753 609988. 


irom Biases Boating. Holidays, a weeKtrom July 12 on a 
cruiser sleeping four on (he Canal du Midi and taking in the 
celebrations in the walled city of Carcassonne, above, costs 
£280 a person. Details: 01603 7S29I l 


□ SCANDINAVIAN. SEA¬ 
WAYS has reduced the price 
of its two-night mini-cruises to 
Denmark this summer to £69. 
Details: 0990 3331II. - 


□ TO CELEBRATE Wimble¬ 
don finals the Old Course- 
Hotel In St Andrews is run-, 
rung a special offer, at £149 a 
person, on July 4. Strawber¬ 
ries and" cream, dinner and 
breakfast, are included. De¬ 
tails: 01334 474377. -- 


□ FOUR NIGHTS for the 
price of three in July and. 
August are available at the . 
Dbnnlngtbn Thistle HcjeL- 
near Derby. The price of El SO 
a person, for double occu¬ 
pancy, includes breakfast and 
dinner. Details: 01332 S5Cf700.. 


□ THREE NIGHTS for the 
price of two are offered. at 


□ IBIS HOTELS is offering a. 
"holiday passport” promotion 
until end of August, including 
eight £JQ room-discount cou¬ 
pons and cut-price deals with 
European Ibis has 262 hotels, 
in nine European countries.. 
Details: OISI-746 3233. 
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Fares shown are one way, exclusive of tax, from 
London Luton. Subject to availability. But hurry. 
There are limited seats. Bookings and travel must 
be completed by June 30 1997. Cali us now or 
contact your travel agent. 
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CAPITAL FLIGHTS 
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AUSTRALIA 


0171-713-7770 
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MONTREAL 


£219 


HALIFAX 


£259 


OTTAWA 


£219 


VANCOUVER | £299 


CALGARY 


£299 


WINNIPEG 


£299 


wvw.cmodicit-cffa'r. nm 

0171 385 4400 
0161 832 4000 
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CHEAPEST 

FLIGHTS 

0131 943 9431 
0161 476 4764 

SUfi SHARE-VACATIONS 
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SYDNEY £599 AUCKLAND £649 

PERTH £579 BANCKOK £356 

SINGAPORE £411 BALI £464 

TOKYO £499 DELHI £j$2 

RIO £512 MEXICO £382 

[SI FOR THE BEST FARES & 
fcS STOPOVERS CALL TODAY 

LIliii MinumninuaoKnu 


Faresavers 


MALAGA II £59 i GREECE '>{69 
AUCANTE C59 [TURKEY £109 




01476 592095 
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0161 271 842 * 
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4 k Toronto in June 

1 Same seats stOl available 

Fores fr £169 + £25 tax. 

Winnipeg O Vancouver from £395 

0171 487 3833 
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Go east 
for new 
ski 

slopes 

ByJoann* Bale 


THE snow and mountains of 
Lapland. Serbia. Slovenia and 
the former Soviet republic of 
Georgia arc featured for the 
first time in the winter holiday 
brochures in travel agents this 
week. 

Hell-skiing on virgin pow¬ 
der as high as 13.200ft in 
Ciudauri in the Caucasus 
mountains makes similar ex¬ 
periences in the Alps “tame by 
aim pari sun", according to 
Crystal Holidays. 

A week's all-inclusive pack- 
aye. indud/ng direct flights on 
British Airways from Heath¬ 
row to Tbilisi, starts from 
LI. 139 a person. 

The resort of Knpaonik in 
Serbia offers some of the best 
value. A week's Thomson ski 
package for beginners, with 
flights, accommodation, equip¬ 
ment. lessons and lift pass, 
ci isis £275. 

Crystal has also lowered its 
prices, with self-catering start¬ 
ing at £175 a week for Si Lary 
in the French Pyrenees, half- 
hnard front £183 a week in 
Bulgaria, and North America 
srarring at £299. 

Lapland is another new 
Crystal destination for fam¬ 
ilies. offering children a 
chance to visit Santa Claus. 
There are also opportunities to 
try cross-country skiing and a 
snow-scooter safari. 

In Slovenia. Crystal offers a 
choice of three resorts: 
kranjska Gora. Bled and 
Bohinj. First Choice Ski is 
offering a £75 early booking 
discount per couple, self-drive 
reductions and leam-to-ski 
packages from £49. Its bro¬ 
chures offer packages in 72 
resorts in eight countries. 


GRAND PRINCESS: THE WORLD’S LARGEST CRUISE SHIP 
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Husky-sledding in Lapland 



Prornen.iac- deck 
The teak 
prorr-.ennds 
goes i;i3unrl tb 
entire ship 


Wheelhousc Bar 


classic snip 
memorabilia, with 
the- atmosphere of 
a private cist 


Dining Rooms: 


There are three 
main dining 
roems. with nine 
further eating —• 
places and snack, 
bars 


The Atrium: 

A three-deck atrium 
with glass lifts. 

Bars, boeilques. 
restaurants and a 
video studio radiate 
from here 


Balcony staterooms: 
710 staterooms have 
a private balcony or 
veranda, and there is 
an entire deck of 
mir.i-suites 


AS TH E world’s bigges! cruise 
ship nears completion this 
week, questions are being 
asked about the safely and 
efficiency of ihe new genera¬ 
tion of superliners. 

The 109,000-lonne Grand 
Princess, being built for Prin¬ 
cess Cruises, will be die larg¬ 
est passenger ship ever built, 
capable of carrying 2^92 pas¬ 
sengers and 1.100 crew around 
the world when she comes 
into service next May. 

Ordered by P&O to meer the 
demand for cruising — up 22 
per cent last year and a bigger 
increase predicted this year — 
even Grand Princess will soon 
be dwarfed by others now 
being built in America. Westin 
Hotels, for example, plans to 
launch the 250.000-tonne 
America World City — cap¬ 
able of carrying 8.600 passen¬ 
gers and crew — by the end of 
the decade. 

But concern is growing 
because of die impact such 
huge vessels will have on the 
ports they visit and of the 
safety implications of carrying 


By Harvey Elliott 

so many passengers, many of 
litem elderly. 

Captain Philip Pearce- 
Smith, who has run a search 
and rescue operation in the 
Solent for the past 35 years, 
claims that cruise ships are 
becoming too big and that a 
disaster is waiting ro happen. 

He says: “How are the old 
and infirm supposed to get 
into a lifeboat in an emergen¬ 
cy? Now that fashion is dictat- 
ing that ships have a large 
central atrium, which is open 
to all decks, they must also be 
open to both fire and flood, f 
fully understand that being 
big means being profitable, 
but it cannot be Jong before 
one of them has a disaster." 

But his fears were dismissed 
by shipping companies, which 
claim that safety regulations 
are more stringent now than 
ever. 

Edmund Brookes, director 
of marine services for the 
Chamber of Shipping, says: 
“Ships are full of detectors, 
sprays, fireproof bulkheads 
and protection equipment in 


London hotel costs in top five 


By David Churchill 

AS DEMAND For first class rooms in 
London outstrips supply, the capital has 
emerged as the fifth most expensive dry 
in the world for business travellers. A 
new survey claims that costs for inter¬ 
national high-flyers, including hotels 
and meals, come to more than £318 a 
day. 

Executives who manage to secure a 
room in a London business-class hotel 
will find themselves paying £220 a 
night, on average, plus just over E31 a 
day for incidentals such as laundry and 
dry-cleaning. Breakfast lunch and din¬ 
ner will set back business travellers a 


further ED7.50 — without the cost of 
entertaining. 

Business travellers headed for Hong 
Kong face the heftiest daily living 
expenses. Hotel, incidentals and food 
cost more than £387. according to a 
survey of 100 cities by the magazine Bus¬ 
iness Travel Mews Europe. 

Also ahead of London in the world 
stakes, are Tokyo. Monte Carlo and 
Paris. But, surprisingly, the cost of 
doing business in America is less than 
in most European and Far Eastern 
capitals. The most expensive city in the 
US is New York which, the magazine 
points out, would only just scrape into 
the top 20 worldwide. 
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Fast ferries fight 
, Shuttle challenge 


By Steven Keenan 
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FAST ferries have been intro¬ 
duced on four cross-Channel 
routes this summer as opera¬ 
tors try to fight the impact of 
Le Shuttle. 

The car-carrying Le Shuttle 
service, which takes 35 min¬ 
utes. resumed full operation 
on June 1. with up to five 
departures an hour through 
the Channel Tunnel. 

Also, after the runnel blaze 
last November, the company 
wants to regain half the car 
market through Dover and 
Folkestone by the summer’s 
end - with plans to win up to 
70 per cent. But yesterday one 
of its Dover-based rivals. 
Hoverspeed. put a new Super 
SeaCat worth £22 million into 
service to operate alongside 
two hovercraft to Calais. The 
battle is being fought on speed 
and service. . 

Hovercraft crossing also 
take 35 minutes, with the new 
craft taking 15 minu tes lo nger 

The conventional femes of 
P&O, Stena Line and Sea 
France take 75 minules. 
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India: Bhutan, 
Puri and Simla; 
Croatia; 

Whale-watching 
in Norway; 
Club Med 
in Sicily 


The monohulled Super 
SeaCat can cany more than 
770 passengers and 175 cars. 
Geoffrey Ede, managing di¬ 
rector. said: “She performs 
like a powerboat. There will be 
nothing like her on the Chan¬ 
nel." Holidaymakers using 
Dover who prefer a fast cross¬ 
ing also have the choice of 
Siena Line’s twin-hulled Sea- 
Lynx catamaran to Calais. 

Despite a planned merger 
between P&O and Stena line 
ai Dover — winch will reduce 
their pool of conventional 
ships from nine to six — 
travellers can also choose 
from the three conventional 
ferries of Sea France. 

But Stena's emphasis is now 
on routes away from the 
highly competitive Calais 
mate. The company has in¬ 
vested £300 million during 
the past year in HSS jet- 
powered fast femes. The HSS 
has doubled the passenger 
and car capacity of Hover- 
speed’s new fast ferry and has 
cut times to Holland by half, to 
three hours and 40 minutes. 

Gareth Cooper, managing 
director, said: “It is a compet¬ 
itor ro Dover-Calais. the Chan¬ 
nel Tunnel and even airlines. I 
think an HSS would aLso work 
from Dover.” 

The other two routes io 
host new fast ferries this 
summer are Ramsgate to 
Ostend and Dunkirk, oper¬ 
ated by Holyman Sally Fer¬ 
ries. The company 
introduced high-speed cata¬ 
marans. replacing conven¬ 
tional ships and hydrofoils. 


Insure before 
you leap 


By Harvey Elliott 


THOUSANDS of British 
holidaymakers are risking 
their lives and financial ruin 
by taking part in increasingly 
popular, but dangerous, 
sports such as free-fall 
parachuting. 

Adventurous tourists tempt¬ 
ed to try tandem parachute 
jumps like that which severely 
injured Gareth Griffiths and 
led to the death of his instruc¬ 
tor in Florida this week, were 
warned that the sport is 
almost certainly excluded 
from the standard holiday 
insurance cover. 

Malcolm Tailing of the 
Association of British Insur¬ 
ers said: "Although insurance 
companies do not expect you 
to sit in your hotel room 
throughout the two-week holi¬ 
day, they do not expect you to 
put yourself at undue risk." 

A spokesman for Home 
and Overseas, Britain’s big¬ 
gest holiday insurer, said that 
while more people were try¬ 
ing dangerous sports while on 
holiday, its policies excluded 
parachuting. 

Columbus Insurance said 
its policies covered white- 
water rafting and scuba div¬ 
ing. but not parachuting. 

Peter Shepherd of the 
specialist broker Leisurecare 
Insurance, in Swindon, said 
it could arrange cover for 
almost every sport “Ten days 
parachuting in the United 
States could be obtained for 
£5624. Compared with die 
minimum hospital cost of 
£1,000 a day — and double 
that if doctors’ fees and drugs 


are included — it is very 
reasonable." 

Many young holidaymak- 
ers deride on the spot to take 
part in a dangerous sport 
without contemplating the 
possible implications. Rachel 
Kearsley, a 28-year-old Lon¬ 
don secretary, spotted an 
advertisement for skydiving 
while in Australia. “1 don’t 
remember being asked to sign 
anything," she said. “We just 
had five minutes’ chat and 
went up and jumped with an 
instructor. It was fantastic. 
But I never gave insurance a 
thought” 

Skydiving in America is 
controlled by the United 
States Parachute Association. 
About 160.000 people a year 
make their first parachute 
jump, of which half are in 
tandem with an instructor. 
There were 39 fatal parachute 
accidents in America last 
year, of which one was a 
tandem accident 

US parachute centres give 
new parachutists an hour’s 
instruction, including a train¬ 
ing video showing emergency 
procedures. Clubs do not in¬ 
sist on students taking out 
medical insurance. 

In Britain, the Civil Avia¬ 
tion Authority is technically 
responsible for parachuting 
safety, but delegates its pow¬ 
ers to the British Parachute 
Association (BPA). 

A first-time jumper would 
be required to take a medical 
if over the age of 40 and the 
BPA regularly inspects all 
equipment and procedures. 


Snookers: 

A sports bar with 
fne TV coverage c( 
sporting events 
from around the 
world 


Princess Theatre: 
A full-seals theatre 
with 36-foot 
proscenium arch 


Gym. aerobics 
room and 
health spa 


Safety pledges on 
new superliners 1 


SOLENT NEWS 


ways they never were before. 

“Everything is now de¬ 
signed to the very highest 
standards and approved by 
governments. The more pas¬ 
sengers there are. the more 
safety equipment there is. 
There is no unease in the 
industry at all because we 
know that we would not 
launch a ship unless it met the 
latest safety standards." 

The potential fire hazard of 
atriums have already been 
tackled by the regulations, 
which include such devices as 
automatic “water walls" to 
prevent any fire from spread¬ 
ing. the industry claims. 

Captain ffearce-Smith is 
also worried rhat the new- 
giant ships will swamp the 
facilities at ports they visit. 

“Many Caribbean islands 
do not have the infrastructure 
ro cope with 2500 people or 
more arriving in a superlin- 
er." he says. “Often, two or 
rhree are in port together, and 
only a handful of coaches is 
available." 

The Passenger Shipping As- 



Captain Philip Pearce-Smith: search and rescue expert 


sociation is adamant, how¬ 
ever. that most ports can cope 
with the growth in cruise 
ships. 

William Gibbons. the 
association's director, says: 
"Technically, there is no limit 
to the size of a ship. Though 
there may be more passen¬ 
gers. each one has more space 
than in a smaller ship and 
there are far more facilities. 
Cruising, though the fastest- 
growing tourist sector, still 
has only a 2.9 per cent share of 
the holiday market" 

The Grand Princess enters 
service on May 14 next year 


with a 12-night Mediterranean 
cruise from Southampton. 
The ship is being built at the 
Fmcamieri shipyard in Mon- 
falcone, Italy, at a cost of $400 
million (about £242 miflionj. 

Cabins will cost from £1.895 
for a twin inside berth to 
£22*45 fora balcony cabin. The 
ship has 2b cabins for disabled 
passengers and 710 state¬ 
rooms each wirh a private 
balcony. 

In the first two days since 
the brochure went to travel 
agents this week, about 10 per 
cent of cabins for the maiden 
voyage had been sold. 



Travel 



Harvey Elliott 


How to placate 
the whingers 


A nyone tempted to 
complain about a 
flight or a holiday 
which went wrong should 
urarch Airport a fly-on-the- 
wall documentary to be 
shown tonight on BBC1. 

As Merla Celestine. an Air 
Jamaica manager at Heath¬ 
row. stoically copes with 
crisis after crisis and Jeremy 
Spake of Aeroflot overcomes 
everything even Ihe most 
difficult passenger can 
throw at him. it is clear that 
if anyone has reason to com¬ 
plain. it is them — about 
their customers. 

How those in the travel 
business keep their cool and 
smile in the face of often 
downright rudeness by 
passengers is re- ______ 

markable. 

Yet Airport Ls 
almost alone in 
portraying this 
reality. Others 
seem determined 
to prove that any¬ 
one who takes a 
flight or books a 
holiday is going 
to be ripped off. 

On Summer 
Holiday. 

screened on ___ 
BBC1 on Tues- 
day, “undercover investi¬ 
gators” asked travel agents 
for advice about taking a 
holiday in die Caribbean or 
the Maldives in AugusL The 
programme said that half 
the travel agents failed to 
warn them that there are 
hurricanes in the Caribbean 
and monsoons in the Mal¬ 
dives at that time. 

For goodness sake. People 
are not stupid. They can 
read a brochure, ask a 
friend, use their general 
knowledge, or even question 
a travel agency clerk. 

But that is not how they 
are regarded by those anx¬ 
ious to expose the wicked 
travel companies. At every 
turn, passengers are urged 
to complain, to demand 
their money back and to 
give the holiday companies 
a hand time. 


The 

cheaper a 
holiday, 
the more 
people 
complain 


As a justification fur their 
campaigns the “consumer 
champions” say that the 
number of complaints is 
going up — Abia alone 
reported 14.931 in 1995 and 
17,929 last year. 

But are those figures the 
result of worsening stan¬ 
dards or of moaners being 
encouraged to regard the 
travel industry as a "soli 
touch"? 

Courts are packed with 
plaintiffs demanding com¬ 
pensation for their "holiday 
from hell”, and anyone who 
has been on a package 
holiday or cruise will recog¬ 
nise the near-professional 
complainers. 

Tour operators and air- 

_ lines are in the 

business of sell¬ 
ing dreams. And 
too often thej are 
painted too rosi¬ 
ly. Brochures 
show picture 
postcard islands, 
clear blue skies 
and perfect ho¬ 
tels. At the same 
time they offer 
ever lower prices 
with, inevitably, 
lower standards. 

Led by Thom¬ 
son. which now produces a 
"warts and all brochure", 
the industry is beginning to 
acknowledge that a resort 
can have shortcomings as 
welt as delights. It is discov¬ 
ering that low prices alone 
are not enough and that the 
cheaper the holiday the 
more the complaints. 

Now they need to go a 
stage further. The size and 
standard of the accommoda¬ 
tion is the most common 
cause of complainL Show 
genuine pictures of the 
room, restaurant and facili¬ 
ties which guests can expect 
and they will be less likely to 
moan. 

And be prepared to pay 
far more for the likes of 
Merla and Jeremy. Their 
PR value alone is worth 
every penny they should — 
but shamefully do not — get. 



T oday The Times, in association with . 

Debenhams. offers readers the chance to 
win a fashion makeover worth £1,000. Twenty 
runners-up will receive a voucher worth £25 to 
spend in any Debenhams store. The winner 
can choose any of Debenhams’ own label 
! designs, including J Taylor, IQ, Maine and 
Casual Club, or from ranges created exclu¬ 
sively for; them by world-famous designers 
; such as Jasper Conran (as shown). Lulu 
;•<; Guinness and Philip Treacy. Everyone who 
• enters will be donating money, via the phone- 
line,. tp Children’s Aid Direct, a charity which 
assists children and their carers affected by 
conflict, poverty or disaster. In just seven years 
the charity has distributed nearly £45 million 
worth of aid. • 

HQWTO ENTER 

For yourchanceto win a 
fashion prize, call our 
. hotline below with your 
answer to this question: 

. How much aid has Children's 
Aid Direct distributed over the past 
seven years? 

The winner will be chosen at random from all correct 
entries received. The fines will be open until midnighr on 
Saturday, June 28,1997. Normal Times Newspapers 
competition rules apply. 0891 calls cost 50p per minute. 


0891 771 285 

(Irish Republic +44 990 200 687) 



THE DIFFERENCE IS 

DEBINHAMS 



irect„ 

To make a donation to Children’s Aid 
Direct call 0990 600 610 or send a cheque, 
made payable to Childrens Aid Direct 
Dept J6, Free post. Reading RGJ SZZ 


T&USANO CONDITIONS Debertwms clothing refere to awivbmnd produds and axtfqdes con»ssions. The prize must be dabned before the 
end of August, 1997. : 

The Burton Group, Times I 
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Tote appointment 
takes farcical turn 

By Richard Evans, racing correspondent 


THE remarkable saga of the 
Tote chairmanship took a 
dramatic twist last night when 
it emerged that Lord Wyatt or 
Weeford’s terra of office could 
be extended yet again — 
because of Home Office inde¬ 
cision. 

[(had been thought that an 

announcement concerning a 

successor to Lord Wyatt, who 
has been suffering from pneu¬ 
monia. would be made this 
week as the elderly peer is due 
to retire on Monday after 2! 
years at the helm. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec¬ 
retary. was on the verge of 
choosing between Peter Jones, 
racing’s favoured choice, and 
Maurice Lindsay, chief execu¬ 
tive of the Rugby Football 
League, for the '75.000-a-year 
past! In recent days the odds 
have been heavily in favour of 
Lindsay getting dw job. 

However, there appears to 
have been a last-minute hic¬ 
cup which could prevent 
Straw from making up his 
mind until the end of next 
month. The delay would leave 
the Tore rudderless for a 
month, so Wyatt, who will be 
70 next week, is expected to be 
asked to stay on. 

Just what is behind this 
latest hitch is unclear, but the 
surprise development would 
seem to have tilted the odds 
back in favour of Jones, a 
former president of the Race¬ 
horse Owners Assocafion and 
director of the Tote. 

Nonetheless, this latest dev¬ 


elopment in the Tote chair¬ 
manship has given fresh 
meaning to Whitehall farce. It 
was bade in July of last year 
that Michael Howard an¬ 
nounced that he intended to 
begin “very shortly" the 
search for a new chairman to 
succeed Lord Wyatt — who 
was orginally due to stand 
down in April this year. 

A Home Office panel, inc¬ 
luding Sir Richard Wilson, the 
permanent secretary at die 
Home Office and Lord 
Harrington, the founder of the 
British Horseradng Board 
{BHB), interviewed candi : 
dates in January. 

mctwmeifiiHs 

Nap: LORD SMITH 

(2.00 Salisbury) 

Next best Will To Win 
(4.00 Salisbury) 


Four names were forwarded 
to Howard for consideration: 
Major General Guy Watkins, 
former chief executive of the 
Royal Hong Kong Jockey 
Club. Christopher Sporborg. a 
member of the Jockey Club, 
chairman of United Race¬ 
courses, and a director of the 
Tate and BHB, along with 
Jones and Lindsay. 

Instead of coming to a swift 
decision. Howard sat on his 
hands. Eventually he came 
down in favour of Watkins, 
but because of the closeness of 


the general election he was 
obliged to consult Straw — 
who blocked the appointment, 

Wyatt was reappointed as 
chairman for a further two 
months and after the general 
election. Straw promised a 
swift decision about a succes¬ 
sor. However, he too seems to 
have been afflicted by hesitan¬ 
cy. Wyatt genuinely wants to 
step down from the Tote 
chairmanship and is unlikely 
to be amused by the latest 
goings-on. 

Straw has interviewed Wat¬ 
kins, Jones and Lindsay. 
While Jones played it rather 
defensively. Undsay im¬ 
pressed the Home Secretary 
with his radical plans and the 
fact thar he is not part of 
racing's establishment 

After helping Wigan to be¬ 
come the most successful dub 
in rugby league. Undsay was 
put in charge of the sport and 
turned it upside down. He 
engineered the introduction of 
the Super League, summer 
rugby and the world dub 
championship, and negotiated 
a multi-million pound deal 
with Sky Television. 

Although Lindsay has made 
his reputation transforming 
rugby league, he is no strang¬ 
er to racing and betting. He 
has held a bookmaker’s li¬ 
cense since 1975 and has had 
horses in training for 30 years. 

By the middle of this week 
the job seemed his for the 
taking — until the sudden 
turnaround yesterday. 
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The veteran Cape Pigeon, ridden by Darryil Holland, gains his twelfth success in the Martin Claiming Stakes at Salisbury yesterday 

Snow Kid’s paces leave deep impression 


SNOW KID impressed as a group horse in the 
making when routing the opposition for the 
MargadaJe Conditions Stakes at Salisbury yester¬ 
day, setting up a 56-1 treble for Pat Eddery. 

Improving markedly on the form of his debut 
success at Wolverhampton, the David Loder- 
trained colt won by seven lengths from Peppiatt 
after making virtually all the running. 

Ricky Bowman, Lada's travelling head lad. said: 
This horse is going to beep progressing and come 
the end of the season, who knows what be will be. 
He has had a lot of minor problems and is a big- 
topped horse; that is why he did not run as a two- 


year-old. He loved the soft ground and the 
governor wfll step him up in grade now." 

Eddery was also impressed. “Hegave me a good- 
feel. I think he could win at (Cast a group three on 
this ground and I feel he would not be' 
inconvenienced by a step up to a mile." he said. 

Rain watch, another progressive sort defied top 
weight under Eddery in die Gibbs Mew Bibury 
Cup Handicap. The son of Rainbow Quest trained 
at Arundel by John Dunlop, set out to make all but 
had to dig deep before going seven lengths dear of 
Heart Of Armor. Dunlop said: "He's no superstar, 
but a long distance might suit him." - 


Eddery completed his treble when employing 
patient tactics successfully on White Emir in the 
Alderholt Sprint Handicap. The champion jockey 
forced the Brian Meehan-trained gelding, a 
notoriously tricky ride.' to the front in the final 
strides. - ... .. 

■ Frankie Dettori, one of Eddery’s rivals for mis 
year's tide, gave up hisr final two rides after jarring’ 
his shoulder in a foil leaving the paddock. He is 
likely to be out of action until tomorrow. 

Cape Pigeoni a 12-year-old, put ins younger rivals 
firmly in their place when running away with the 
Martin Claiming Stakes. 



THUNDERER 

2.15 Risky Whisky. 2.45 Mystique Air. 3.15 
WILLIAM’S WELL (nap). 3.45 Rex Mundi. 4.15 King 
Uno. 4.45 Captain Carparts. 5.15 Flyaway Hill. 
Private Hancficapper's top rating: 3.45 WESTMINSTER. 


GOING- GOOD DRAW. 5F-7F. HIGH BEST SIS 


2.15 CUMREW SELLING STAKES 

(2-Y-0- £2.175:50 (8 runners) 

1 < 8 i 6601 RSKY WHISKY 8 (OILS} J Betty 9-4 PFessey (3) @ 

: (4) 6000 FLASH DTJR 5 (D.fi) MIX feertjy M3 . G Patti (5) 85 

2 t 2 ) MSB GENBtti. JOEY 9 (BlU Dads 8-11 . - S Wefts® - 

< l7) 0006 TOIL'S IMES 9 (61 U W ErJcitn 8 - 11 .. T Lucas 69 

5 i5> 66 lFnECLARETS?7JJ0Nei1ia-n . KOstoy 90 

6 161 06 WLYP WOW 17 N Tttto 6-11 KmTWdei 94 

7 (!) 5 AMNGT0NERL 14PEiam8-6 .... Jftrtune 80 

3 ill 0 E 8 TREASURE 20 N Byadt 3-6 ICtanw* - 

5-4 fiery WhUty. 7-2 Up The Cteeb. 5-1 Amngun W. M oUw, 


2.45 PLAYGROUP LUNCHEON CLUB MEDIAN 
AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (£2.853 60 (7) 

1 (Si 5000 R9QSTAR 6 (B) U Dorfc 4-9-7 . CTe«oe(3) 67 

2 HI 2 BONGO 31 C Thorton 3-9-0 . 0 McKeowi 97 

1 |4| CHEFS SWOT 6 II Moat 3-9-0 .JTae - 

4 1 3! -535 COMPATBBJTY26JOdder3-96 Gttnd @ 

5 \l\ 0 RUMWBEAR31 ISssiHall 344 J Cans - 

6 <T\ LA PERDUMA Mas U Mrirpn 3-8-9- ACuHane - 

7 | 6 ) 535 MYSTIQUEWt 6 E Hfynw 3-8-9 JWewei 94 

i-7 Civna*itt» .--2 Mwwue Mr 4-1 80 * 190 . 25-1 Owl's Sprt. 33-1 ode; 


3.1 5 LADBROKES LUCKY CHOICE HANDICAP 

[3-Y-0: £2.856:50 (8) 

1 [5i 0511 WHAM'S WEIL 10 |&D.G) U W EMofy 98 [7o1 

GPrt*H51 93 

: iBi 0610 TORONTO lOJB.D.RJ 8 enr 9-7 .. . Pfeseyp) 93 
l 16) 4154 RUM LAO 9 (R J J Um 96 . J Lm 98 

4 ID 02-0 MELBOURNEPHNCE5564RWW& 0 9-Z DMcKUHn 93 

5 l2< 0000 HEATHYAROSPEARL 14R rtoUttheM 9-2 DMHfc(3l 92 

6 (3i 0040 RED ROMANCE 3 D r xn& 90 . . L Oorrock 96 

7 ill 0300 BELLARUU.30U Cos 8-11 SWebda ffl 

8 ,41 0066 STAR Of W ROAD 20 J Can 6-11 _. A Mane ft 

T -J Yfekjn's fit*' *-l Bum Lot 5-1 T®s*o. 6-1 IMDmw Thmeeu. 8-1 otto-. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAWEflS Uu 9 Htol 3 vnwws horn 9 rimer. 33 W. M 
Tompkins 7 iron 25 28 K Ur, J Rwwim M tom 55 25 nV F 
'.Veuim 5 tan 21. 23ST. Hfc M Reveler 16 Wm W. 23 .'V 
JOCKEYS C Parton 4 ainnas tom 22 ndas 182 V f Daley. 20 iwm 
"J '.7 5V A CuKane 6 Sum 37. 16J*. i V.’eaw. 9 town 56. 
15 5\ J Fortune, u tom 94 125% Only qujrihfr; 


3.45 IICB FILMS CUMBBUAND PLATE 

HANDICAP (£7.003-lm 40 (9) 

1 [ 8 | 0-5 CRYSTAL FALLS 9 |F) J J (TMetll 4-104} . KOartey 93 

2 (5> -154 BALLiXBNT 22 (D.GJ 6 M Macro 4-9-9 6 Partm (5) 97 

3 Ifo 0660 WWWBREff »OflPEctlts4-9-9 Dltdiawm 95 

4 IA 0521 WSTMWTEH 5 (V.DEG) 41 TanAmj 5-9-4 (5ar) 

PCtatelTI @ 

5 I7l -034 JUST GRAND 10 MJrtnftyi J^-i . J Weaver 86 

6 (91 33-0 REX MINX 20 (FI P Eons 5-9-0. J Carrol 90 

7 131 0443 SUSA HAWK >9 (SI E Alston 5-3-: l _ 6 «nd 94 

S 141 -713 CAMPA5PE 24 (BFJ)F) J BtaJoaM 5-8-11 J Fortum 94 

9 (1) 4610 DUR6AMSFWST19(C0,6)MnMRoder54-1 AQAtte 99 

5-2 Weamricta 4-1 to Graad. 5-1 Sailport. Campaspe. 7-1 £091 HjwK. 8-1 
Cugaro TrX 19-1 Cnritai Fafls. 12-1 a Car, 


4.15 RED MILLS IRISH HORSSEBJS HANDICAP 

(Lady amaleurs' E2.444:7f)(l3) 

1 (91 4431 KASSALHAWA5(6)DChanaR4-Ti.i2(5e>J IfcROart 90 

2 (i 1 -431 ItHWrcs 60LD 2 CCD.F.Gjfi fJSe» 6-T1-6 

WaCWter.15) 86 

3 |tl 030* DHJWTOFWWNI0IDJIEWhe**511-1 ttUPwra 92 

4 | 11 ) 0042 lOEIRAN CITY fl (B.CD/.G) J Bory 4-10-8 

Mb'. V Mar^utr 15) 96 

5 |1) 0033 SUfflOROS(F)JCafc7tD-» . . . S*aPRotOT 92 

6 11 A 0041 KMG UK010 (If^J fcJ (todan 3-10-7 (5o| 

Mis E Ratr-jten (5l 93 

7 (7) 5405 MANHATTAN DIAMOND 30 0] A Daley 3-10-5 

Mrr,A l HJcfcnwc (5) 86 

8 [131 0300 DAVD JAMES' GB16 flT.D.Sl * Bailey 5-10-5 

^ (7] 9& 

9 (81 0601 PR WE PARTNER 8 (6) T EdortN 4-10-1 IWsADerarf(5l B 

10 (2) 660 BaBAYSTAR20 JEac 4-10-1 . AfeOnJJnm 90 

11 (SI 0600 ROSEATE I (BCE. 15 (CD.F.GS) 3 tMtMil 11 -IM 

Ur-OtaOneR 92 

12 HO) 0006 HMUJTAHC35Caffiwftl3->13 . . MrsSBnskr 09 

13 (A 0-06 MAR20CC014 iD-Ft I CiNttrt 9-?-< MssHCaMar(Sl 88 
7-2 fog 1 * 0 .4-1 Unify 3 CM. 5-1 Ms Aftwa 7-1 (W Rrtw. B-1 DetgM 
01 Tumi. Kiefrnn Otv 10-1 Safyorc dmd Jane:' 6»i 12-1 dho; 


4.45 RAYOPHANE HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0: £2.914:1m) ( 6 ) 

1 T2) 5062 GETTK«WT15RMcil«6te09-7 ... FLyndi 32 

2 (4i 0002 PBiSXM FUND 6 (F) M » E^refy 9-» . T Lucas 92 

3 (S3 564 STORYTELLER 151*-, J Ramsden 8a . J Fata* 92 

4 [3) 5036 CAPTAM CARPARTS 9 J tp* 8-7 . .. TWBanS 96 

5 (El 5602 ROBBQaraiCItartcrW, . . QUdlawn ffi 

6 UM555 DIAMOND EYRE 10JEpe8-! - _RUppM 83 

2-1 Ga The Pwm 3-i 9midi« S-I Pram far'd Dtnond trt 6-1 «*« 


5.15 WALTON LIMITED STAKES 

(£2.598 1m) (7) 

1 (7J 1100 POHERGAilc 8 (SJJFC.ii jflefi, 4-9-9 TEOttcw (51 88 

2 it) 2&-2 MM»SCBF 1 i0;»‘jn»n;.?.5 . Kate User @ 

3 i5i M3 KKXSPEEO 14 uU.Si j i-l-5 .. JFmtjnr 94 

4 [? 5-40 MOVE SMARTLY 48 (O.Fi tts l 7-9-5 JRtenw 89 

5 Hi 0020 SUPERPSOOE 5 OF G'a Roue. S-3-5 ACi*we 96 

6 (21 0101 OS PEE IS CSSffGiViVfurs, 3-9-1? ILuck OB 

7 (*) 0-50 FLYAWAY K1L16 s : 7-5-5 .. . h Dairy 94 

7-4 DeeP* Tec Cee. l-i :-i -ipfi-* b-: P»e( ’iane 7.1 oflw. 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


Carlisle 


Going- 

£15 151 2T-r.Oi : ELOQUENT i*3 
Du'lw'd 4,;. i*) ? Panama House lL 
9-V j En^wre Park i JVvojvvr 
12-1. iL52- R-irj i i Burnt 'fat ty. 
t: £';«v:rc ■4in; 20 T.-.o v.Tiiums 25. 
Ccv§£ Cr*am 50 ChcicA'o? CTurlie 
ipihi 9 ran NF- Bar-.-ilan -M 
2'*1 ' I Sa MPrawon Tore El 70 

El li? Cl 60 C29T D c £560 Tro 
£:7.X £7 93 

2.45 'SI Cor.vTi 1 NERVOUS REX (J 
Wi>m;oil 5-i> 2 NKXSe fclslch (J 
Cano-i l“-’i j Ultra Bod i.'ViVaac: 9 
2' ALSO R£!± 7-J iji- Mann:. Steel 8 
£e«r>m G-ii Hero Comas. A Siar 1 W 11 
T c” j Seso. 9 Liri e rime;. iJihi 11 Mr 
Forr- imi- if. Forceasl imp E*0fCS5. 
1 -.-v Oi Sliea 33 Lilli" Papoose 
Snail '.V.:o ProipocL IE- ran 2'-: i. I'-.l. 
1'’ |L II IV Mur al Lambourn T oT j 
££JO Cn £ 450 . £210 OF C540Q 
T.f Ci>i 10 CSF 02,87 
3.15 161 CSo.dl 1 WINTER SCOUT t R 
'.Vr^icn 11 - 21.2 Mr Cube iR Flrcncn j- 
i 1 3 Alliiison's Mala iKjmtjeike-, Kin 5- 
:■ 4L52 PAN 7-2 lj. Euro Scrctrc (4lh| 
S Cce-Ja - .-A-. RL-mer's Rascal , 61 hi 10 
.’ice. :Th? Lu IC' OiilI L £3 JO Fc«rv. 25 
Cv-smh -Kni 1 C ran >.-i n*. :-l it. shd 
R fatv, ax Mo.!on Tofe C 6 S 0 C 2 9u 
Clod. £1 40 OF £1300 Tno- £2110. 
CSF ZZt 13 Tncast Cl i 1 37 


3.45 |71 214,0) 1. RAINBOW RAIN M 

P.Dbens. 6-H 2 Bolin Frar* iL 

Cr^mncF. 5-1 jl-Cjfyl. 3 Topaton fC* 
Bhjai 9-1' ALSO FWJ 5-1 (t-irf, :/ u t- 
c-tVc Gena. -2 i5rtil PnJo Qi 

Pernio 10 La-, The EJjmp 12 SutAVd 
Suaneih V-Tr.iijt, lu e.mo AilvS-jir. 
CuiHm .3 |£ihl Pje- 7-3 Tjl.’rfoo Tin; 
nvrr.:r*>d (4ihl 25 G'Hinc; Pan:-^ 15 ran 
■«i. sh h 2 r.-i. ■-.) nF.' M Johnston a! 
M*kfch*m C 6 90 £' °0 dec. 

£?90 Dr £17« Tno £140 90 CSF 
£3751 Trcau* £2705-; 

4.JS (51 1. COLWT EXPRESS lA 

Cuit-iao.- 5-2' 2 BoW Bn of (L Cr.amocT. 
6-1 1 7 Tafwmd iM Robert; 5-1! ALSO 
RAN 5-4 l» Pnc'.- Garecm (6>hi ? 
Legend 01 Ar^ic/i (-4U-, 10 Ffc-,m 

Car^aJu iSihi 6 r.m NR ForftJ S^fnd. 
TazrtMn 1 k -'. 41 -.1 4i M I^i T 
EllKmriiqn ar Ma.Tc*i To?e £3 TO £1 70. 
C310 DF £2010 CSF £17 S4 Tfcas 
£6^93 

4.45 (2m II S2yo. 1 BLACK ICE BOY 
(Dean Mchtrwn 33-1 r 2 Artsaig iDancn 
MoH-Ut 11-2 frtavi 3 Ponrnr Peppermint 
iJ CarrcJ. 20-1; ALSO RAN 11-2 it-fy. 
Euphoric ll^JCion Hai'OA i'4|h. 6 Brie. 7 
Old Hitih Wrvj (an) Wan-tm' 10 Cuilin 
Ciper. Moofbs'd M Ocean Breeze r50i. 
Paace Rwer inn. Vanw Ca^. 20 ttek s, 
T>-coon Ship's Dan» 15 ran -1 3i 2 '-I. 
r>2. 2'. 1 R Barlimap ai WoihorOk Tolo 
£132 Si. £12 10. £12>3. £620 ^ 
C499 60 Trs? ntS vwn CSF £20r.S3 
Tncaj: £3.51522 



Tts yaarfr-.v S’f/ht'ATv'. 

Call freefone 08QQ 800 OOI 


BT Internet 



Huntingdon 
trims Plate 
team to one 

LORD HUNTINGDON yes¬ 
terday gave the go-ahead for 
his well-backed Shaft Of Light 
to run in the Northumberland 
Plate at Newcastle on Satur¬ 
day. His two other entries. 
Lord Jim and Snow Princess, 
are unlikely to take part in the 
El00.000added handicap. 

The trainer made his plans 
after hearing that original top- 
weight, Jiyush- had been 
pulled out, leading to a rise in 
the weights. After Jiyush's 
defection. Lord Jim's absence 
wiU lead to an 81b rise in the 
weights. Sweetness Herself, 
who will now head the 
weights, will be ridden by the 
apprentice. Mark Baird. 

The rise in the weights will 
enable Richard Quinn to ride 
the favourite. Windsor Castle, 
whose weight will rise from 
Sst 2lb to 8st 101b. 

Ladbrokes now bet - -|-| 
Windsor Castle, 5-1 Top Cees, 
b-1 Transom {from 8-1). 7-1 
Shaft Of Light (from 10-1), 8-1 
Embryonic. 9-1 Sweetness 
Herself, 14-1 Go Britannia. 
Flirting Around. IM others. 

WiJIiajn Hill: 4-1 Windsor 
Castle, &-I Top Cees. 7-1 Tran¬ 
som (from S-l). S-l Shaft Of 
Light (from IO-1), IO-1 Embry¬ 
onic. Flirting Around. Sweet¬ 
ness Herself (from 12-1), 14-1 
Go Britannia. 16-1 others. 


S.1S in 4i| ! SHERQY :T* A 8 * 1*03 
c»crs la.- 2 Keightti Ot Fame iM» J 
0.r< 3 2. “ AWe Playcf iMr K Ocny 
16 - 1 * a^SOFian■ 2 Yet Aariflrjihi 9 Cot. 

F.isace .- 7.1 M Sc Ka?fi fSmj 2S 
irVaCi- 7ra-. 1-1 4 ; 2 ... r*.’:-i S 
FCV^e'' Tde £2 60 

-£i 20 £: X Zr ££ 5C' C^F 56 TO 
JacApol not won (pool ot 5S.749.62 
earned forward to Sahstoury today). 
Ptacopot C?16 70 Ouadpot £70.10. 

Salisbury 

Going; g;.jci ij vet? 

Z30 ;r-.- i KAWAFIL ih mr. IMto.i.3 
Perfect Harmony r* Tcftc-^tl 16.11 J 
Kenhan T '>.nr -- r RA II l Dooo 

:4.r.. I > Sa9tr.-at**c 13 MisseOe Fro«c?- 
*c.G.':. 1 -. W > ‘*.^1 iO',.2n. Vr.Ti Loi«? |6lF) 
3J FI;j«' Pa-. ?rAPC-wa'; c Xy 1 1 r.ai SI. 
l'il -H r. P 'A’44|i .'it LarrSwari 
70-.I uK i'i- 13 >7 £4 63 Dr 
£51.20 7r; CT 2 Jri CS= £46 77 
300: CAPE PIGEON T> Hcua-d. 7 
ti £ Yeung DuKe 'L DaJio» 3-1 lot: ' 
Persian Dawn £0-11 ALSO 

RAN IX-2C GiUen Acl- 6 \ijV33kj :5th). 

13 B-loa R..e«» Mjgc (Jmi 

Scd-f Pirt-. 30 E_-c Se&crvfar 1 W 11 25 
Cr-jw. j^trc.%. .tasc-r- °iiT-paza. 33 
SF-arKLi.v Lr SI r;ir- ( Sere 15 fin NR 
MoreOi-i Taii" C 71 •.. vn 60 *-t L 
Carre. 1 : Tc9e £7 5Cr CL b£i 

£t(JW Df £919 Tic £6C23Cr 
CSF £23- 


•*- 

--a. r-.n 

■ ,v. -t 

* ;;*• 

v :f r 

ti 

V •- • 1 

r. ■ 






3 30 I 6 f 212vd- J SNOW WO (F>al 
=iM£.r,\ 5-2 8 -lei-. Richard Evans ‘6 rap 
and Nowmarkot ConcsponttofU's rup>. 
C Peppian .T Quvn. 7-1'. 3 MrSpongo 
■L Ddtan £-2 f lier 1 ALSO RAN 5 
Bv2anl>uRi (61hl H.iy (ith) e Krui. 100 
CToh PciiAfwi (5ffn. 7 run 711 •-! hd. 10 * 
1i D Ltost a! Nowmsdioi Tale- £3 10. 
E1C3.LSD0 OF £1030 CSF £1945 
4.00 [In’41 1 1 RAJNWATCH (PalEO&-.T/, 
2-1 irr.i. Z. Heart Of Armor (T Outrm 5-li. 
j Spy KnoB IJAei-l. h- 1 i ALEORAN 7 2 
Tom Tjr.irr ifiih.' B IU .1 |4iw Ncnic 
Cm;!. PioiCCTt 14 Nont«rn Sim. JO 
Ocnjj V,'3=! ..5Sii 9 ran HP. Bjr*^e O*. 
rare HigWy P 10 .C. 7i. ' I £L Vi. I-al J 
OimiCfi A- Arun lel. Trie £3 40. Cl-SO 
£2 30 £2 00 OF £13 90 Tno £16 00 
CSF-CIS a T.-^o £0253 
4.30 ,W 2U\-JI |. DULCMEA (D 
Harrison. 5-1 r. 2 Mdte's Doubte 1 J Ounn 
1 1 -C 1 j G*o -S Chwmo. 14-H ALSO 
RAN 4-1 lav Fre: As A Bffd. 5 Sand Cav 
fido 6 fynW! Cand .3 16 ^" l!J VKkrne 
Homo ;4lhr. 11 Hot. Dhracr 23 Dor^fe 
Gecrije. Pcnsfu^>o- To Dream 10 mn 
1' I W 2 > 8 i 1 si KeiqscMt.- 

Tele £6 52 £2 JO Cl C3M DF 
Clt-30 Tro CS7 40 .^F £26.71 

SOOlSii V WHITEEMIR(PjIEUARV.B- 7 
2 Ptwfler (Aiitk«- C,x*. 5-11. 3. 
Halt Tono -lArTin C*#vo» 9-2 £-fcwi 
ALSO RAN. 9-il 9-sai B-w Roa: Wihi. 
11-2 j.'t-'jn :Sih) B Grfrlm Ptun .2 
K!ni ID MacyJt. c- j ddy 12 Robdkv. 8 
tan NR LHor.iT,-Stort^- NF. ^1 I'.ii.hd. 

B f.Vctvi'L.i LatTixurn T «0 C4 to 
Cl 90 r»5C £150 DF £17 GO Tns 
£13 SC CSF Ci 51 Trcras.:-*>,62 
PUcopot: £115.50. 

QuAdpoL £73 M 

Epsom 

Gang: .>Xi3 Is soil 

6.40 r71- T Caicha; (5 Simon. £yera 

Lz.l. 2 Indtin «100-30).-3 

Oleine 1 j-ti 5 ran. S'. 3 M PreacflO. 
Tow £230: £1 10 C240 DF C tC 
CSF E4 30 

Chester 

Gong: 'c* ihe-v, s>; lacKi) 

6i50 (in 2i 'S-.di :. BrtK* The Rules ih 
2^.17 C-5 'sr. ThundaiBr s napi J 
Nify'a -i :it-U 3, Llftittl? Rx* 

15-3 6 - tp “ y 1 Lt Ppe Tolt- £! 4C. 
£1 V tZf.n Dr £5.53 CSF £7 S3. 

□ Strawberry Roan has ah 
traefed support for the 
Budweiser Irish Derby. The 
Michael Tabor-owned filly 
was. cut Froom 6-1 from 5-1 
after Frankie Dettori was 
confirmed as her rider. Straw- 
bern Roan was supplement 
«1 at a cost uf I r£70.000. : 


4.00 DEVOBJLRLDGS HAN0ICAP 

(£3210:60 (20 nmnets) 


2.00 Lord Smith 
2J3Q Corradiri 
3.00 Family Man 


THUNDERER 

3.30 Lags Be Frendty 
4.00 Aimasi 

4.30 Silver Lining 
5.00 Sound Appeal 


Our Newmarket Corre sp ondent' 230 Corradtm 3.30 Mountain Song. 
4.00 ALMASi (nap). 


103 m M43: GOOD IBSFS 74 (CU.8TJ.GS) (Ub D Afyssi] 8 Halt 9-JOO 8«MH) 88 


ftomartl Drw m hradefe. So-5»se 

torra (F — kfl. P — puOed ip U — ^seated 
Mb B — tmrit dowi S — sfisfleU ip R— 
rtteed D— dtequaflfted) Hose's rame. tfys 
since to oaing: J i (aspi F il flat (B — 
bftrtan V — »ct. H — hood t — Eiedwa. 
C — courawimer D — drstance «rno. CO— 


con *a & drdance *nw BF—beam 
twurlp in Ua£ nee) Gong » nhidiTnwe Tbs 
mi (F — firm, good to frn. lard. G — good. 
S — sol good to aA hranyl Qwki n tndeb 
tom. (Vga **) tagftL (flder (dus a>» iBownca. 
Tbs Troe. Prtvatt Harf u^i p g's ratng 


GOING. GOOD TO SOFT T0TF JA( 

DRAW: 5F-6F. LOW NUMBERS BEST 


2.00 SOUTHAMPTON CLAIMING STAKES 

(2-Y-0: £2,553:71) (9 nmnets) 

101 (7) 0 DAW3N6AL 26 iHhaL»fcnti)J£ Moore 9-1 .. . . 

102 [8| 0 cane COMFORT 17 (A Braote.jp itelan 8-11 . .. 

1(C (9) 523611 tVHO NOSE 30 (B.F.G) (Attod ftoeng LBt> B Uadon 6-10 

ID4 (21 21SI LORD SWTH 35 (F.G) (»fc lUrtmta] WG M Timer 8-S 

10b (3) OCR QBTICTLY LILLE 72 <£ Hol@1oo) J 5 Moon 8-5 .. 

IK iSt 5414 FIGMNtl 9 (C Lms) G U»b M ... 

107 (Il EG GOUHMCRES 20 (J BaJeyi J Ne*flle 8-1 . 

10B |4| 0 JASMK TEA 19 (S B»/teKj M Mode 7-13 

109 (61 0 ASTMimL87(lfyPR«fylJ5Uoo«e7-1? .... 

KTWG: 11-4 L 0 rt smm. il Caw Cordon. 7-2 4 -i WnHn.. I4 i kran 

60 Wawit:. 30-1 ttHsr. 

1996: AMNALARF 8-3 D Smsme, ( 1i-2) «t G M Tinei 7 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


CELTIC COMFORT 91 7#i o( 14 to t«mnn Baj k< 
audtdn maden n Pnnfetad (Si. good la torn) 
WHO HOSE bail Ice Hmnfafe Urty I'el n 5 
Him nta il Laoeste lU. good to fwml 
LOffi) SMITH bej inoa* nw* n c Uirm a 


NotceJIe (61. good) «Si F1GAWN 4md 3KI 4*1 
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From David Powell. athletics correspondent 

IN PARIS 


MICHAEL JOHNSON has 
been singing with the chorus 
line here, but Donovan Bailey 
chose to branch out solo. 
While Johnson joined Wilson 
Kipketer and Haile Gebrse¬ 
lassie. the other top-of-the-bill 
performers, in refusing to 
sprailate over world records 
this season, Bailey came over 
loud and dear. 

“Oh yeah. I’ll run faster 
than 1 ran last year." Bailey 
said. Faster than the year in 
which he set a world record for 
100 metres. Just to make sure 
that the message was received, 
he repealed it: “I will run 
faster, yes.” He emphasised 
will. "I know I am very 
capable of running faster." He 
emphasised very. “Based on 
my strength and speed right 
now, I know I can do that.** He 
emphasised know. 

It was in the Olympic final 
In Atlanta last year that Bai¬ 
ley, from Canada, sliced 
O.OIsec off Leroy Burrell's 
world record of 9.S5sec. set two 
years earlier. Here. Bailey was 
speaking before the Interna¬ 
tional Amateur Athletic Feder¬ 
ation grand prix meeting lasr 
night. Though he is 29~ Bai¬ 
ley's wings are young and still 
developing. This is* only his 
fourth season among the elite 
and each year he has run 
faster than the season before. 

In 1994. Bailey's best was 
10.03sec It was 9.91sec in 1995 
and 9.84sec lasr year. World 
champion in 1995 and Olym¬ 
pic champion in 1996. he is 
supremely confident of win¬ 
ning a second world title in 
Athens this summer. “I am 
going to be prepared, just like 
I always am, for the big 
show,” he said. 

Asked where the world 
record might come. Bailey 
said: “Anywhere, any time. 
With the right weather, right 
circumstances, right track, 
right atmosphere, it can hap¬ 
pen any rime.” 

Johnson, understandably 
after his ignominious defeat 
by Bailey in their 150 metres 
one-to-one challenge in Toron¬ 
to three weeks ago, wanted 


only to emphasise the impor¬ 
tance of rejoining the winning 
trail here, where he was due to 
compere in the 400 metres. 
The world record may become 
a target as the season pro¬ 
gresses. but. for the moment, 
he was “taking everything day 
by day”. 

After winning world and 
Olympic titles at 2IJU anti 4ft} 
metres and shaiterinu the 
world record for the half-lap. 
the 400 metres world record is 
the one pari of this section of 
athletics Territory not yet sur¬ 
rendered to him. Whether or 
not he claims ii. he has no 
interest in marching on to IUU 
metres ground. 

”1 have no intention of being 
a 100 metres runner. “Johnson 
said. Though he did not say so 
in as many words, it would 
appear that Juhnsun has yield¬ 
ed to Bailey the unofficial 
"fastest human" title. It was 
this argument that prompted 
the Toronto challenge race, 
won by Bailey, who was 
leading when Johnson pulled 
up clutching a leg. 

“I am very happy being a 
200/400 metres ru nner, “ 
Johnson said. ”1 really do not 
believe 1 am of Olympic gold 
medal calibre, or world record 
calibre, as a 100 metres run¬ 
ner." So should Bailey be 
considered the world’s fastest 
man? “If you would like to." 
Johnson said. “It does not 
matter to me." 

From here. Bailey and John¬ 
son move on to Sheffield, for 
the British grand prix on 
Sunday. While Johnson faces 
all four members of the Great 
Britain team that won the 
4x400 metres relay ar the 
European Cup last weekend, 
Bailey is up against Linford 
Christie over 100 metres. 

There will be no change of 
mind from Christie with re¬ 
gard to Athens, according to a 
statement issued yesrerriay on 
his behalf. Despite reports to 
the contrary-. Christie was said 
not to have enrered the British 
trials in Birmingham from July 
11-13 and was seeking to run in 
Germany that weekend. 



GOLF 


A rare glimpse of relaxation from Tyson as he confronts the press with his accusations of bias and unfair treatment 

Tyson consumed by all the rage 

Srikumar Sen, in Las Vegas, finds the 


I t is a measure of Mike 
Tyson’s stature that it 
remains virtually undi- 
minished even after his hu¬ 
miliating defeat at the hands 
of Evander Holyfield last 
November. Tyson is, without 
question, the main man in the 
return with Holyfield here on 
Saturday. 

Despite being the challeng¬ 
er. he will receive exactly the 
same as Holyfield. $30 mil¬ 
lion. The heavyweight contest 
at the 16,000-capadty MGM 
Grand Garden is sold ouL It 
will be surprising if pay-per- 
view television figures do not 
reach new records as the 
public yearn to see not so 
much whether Holyfield can 
repeat his feat, but whether 
Tyson can prove that defeat 
was an aberration. 

Tyson is the favourite at 2-1 
on, while Holyfield is 1 . 8-1 
against. No doubt this will 
change as gamblers make the 
most of Holyfield's price, but 
the greater part of the de¬ 
pressed communities up and 
down the United Stales mil 
almost certainly be behind 
Tyson. A Tyson victory will be 


former champion in obsessive mood 


seen by them as a blow 
against the system. 

Even many boxing follow¬ 
ers attributed Tyson's failure 
in November to something 
other than Holyfield’s superi¬ 
ority. Just as when James 
“Buster" Douglas defeated 
him in 1990. there are those 
who are still making excuses 
for Tyson, saying that he had 
not trained adequately. 

It is amazing that this 
"loser, still champion" view 
persists. Muhammad Ali was 
considered the people's cham¬ 
pion after his defeat by Joe 
Frazier, but that was a close 
fight and Ali was a political 
symbol as well. Tyson was 
annihilated by Holyfield and 
outside the ring his reputation 
was no more than that of a 
hellraiser 

Instead of taking heart from 
unswerving adulation and 
getting on with his job. Tyson 
is obsessed with raging 
against the forces he believes 


to be ranged against him. 
Despite marrying Monica 
Turner, a doctor, and having 
three daughters he dotes on — 
Gina. 7, Mikey, 6 . and Rayna. 
15 months — he remains 
somewhat despondent 

"They are going to be better 
off.” he said of his children. 
“Their mother is a doctor and 
their father a rich man. 1 had 
an alcoholic and a pimp." he 
said when the press were 
assembled before him at the 
house of his promoter. Don 
King. “I think Don is a fool to 
even have you over to this 
house to talk with you. You 
write these things and the 
people that know and love me 
read it and they feel awful." 

Of his performance against 
Holyfield, he said: “You have 
to remember, 1 was ripped off 
by my lawyers. 1 was going 
through a divorce. I was 
2601b. I was drunk every day 
— that’s where we started 
from. 


“Everyone is against us. We 
don’t have nobody on our 
side. The quotes are against 
us, the corporation is against 
us. the system is against us. 
the media is against us. We 
are still fighting and we are 
still doing well." 

Tyson's depression was fur¬ 
ther aggravated when he gave 
$250,000 to a man in Las 
Vegas to help build a mosque 
and the man disappeared 
with the money. “I deserved 
it." Tyson said. “Maybe I was 
hying to buy my way into 
heaven." 

Tyson likened himself to 
Sonny Liston: “Liston is some¬ 
one I identify with." he said. 
"That may sound morbid and 
grim. He just wanted people 
to love and respect him. I 
deserve respect You can’t be 
in my presence if you don’t 
respect me." 

How this frame of mind 
will affect his boxing on 
Saturday no one can tell. 
Some believe it will make him 
more positive, others that it 
will cause his downfall when 
he finds things are not going 
his way. 


Birthday 
passes 
in major 
shadow 

From Mel Webb 

IN PARIS 

MOST golfers of Colin 
Montgomerie’s pedigree have 
lirtle to prove as they move 
into their mid-thirties. Almost 
without exception, the great 
players have been there, done 
it. won it and got the com¬ 
memorative keyring by then. 
Nor Montgomerie. He had his 
birthday on Monday and goes 
into his 35th year with rack 
bent from the weight of unful¬ 
filled ambition that continues 
to hang from his sturdy 
shoulders. 

Montgomerie, who pla\ s in 
the Peugeot French Open thar 
starts today at Golf National 
here, was in reflective mood 
yesterday as he prepared to 
make his first tournament 
appearance since finishing 
second in the US Open two 
weeks ago. If he wins the 
£ 100.000 on offer to the win¬ 
ner. he will close the gap 
between himself and Ian 
Woosnam. leader of the Euro¬ 
pean money-list, to £70,000 — 
a mere bagatelle. 

To say that Montgomerie is 
not really interested in what 
happens this week is to over¬ 
state the case grossly — he is a 
competitor first, second and 
last — but it is not stretching 
the truth to state thar he is a 
man on a mission, a mission 
that will not be achieved until 
he wins his first major champ¬ 
ionship. Against that, little 
things like the French Open 
and winning the European 
order of merit for the fifth 
year running tend to pall a 
touch. 

His runner’s-up spot at the 
US Open means that he has 
now gone agonisingly close 
four times to casting aside the 
malign spell that the fates 
have woven for him in majors. 
He was third in the US Open 
in 1992 and was involved in 
play-offs for the US Open in 
1994 and the US PGA in 1995. 
He wants id win one of world 
golf’s big four titles with a 
fervour that verges on desper¬ 
ation. 

His nexr chance will come 
next month in the Open 
Championship at Royal 
Troon, where James, his 
father, retires as secretary on 
August 31. 

U would be nice, he said, ro 
wtin it for Dad. What he did 
not say. but undoubtedly 
thought, was that it would be 
nice to win it for himself. 


Nicholas in 
the mood 
to make up 
for defeat 

ByOvr Sports Staff 

ALISON Nicholas has an 
early opportunity to make 
amends for the disappoint¬ 
ment of losing a play-off in 
France last week' when she 
defends her title in the 
£110.000 Guardian Irish 
Open at Luttrellsiown Castle 
in Dublin tomorrow. 

Nicholas, who lost to 
Hiroini Kobayashi. from Ja¬ 
pan. at the first play-off hole 
in the Evian Masters last 
Saturday, is one or four mem¬ 
bers of last year’s Solhetm 
Cup team in the field of 126. "1 
have not had a top ten finsih 
in America this year, but my 
confidence is growing." she 
said. 

Two other Britons — Jo¬ 
anne Morley. from Cheshire, 
and Dale Reid, from Scotland 
— join the Barcelona-based 
Marie-Laure de Lorenzi. of 
France in the group of 
Solheim Cup players in the 
field. Morley finished fourth 
in France last week behind de 
Lorenzi. who is back to the 
form that earned her a record 
seven victories in 1988. 

De Lorenzi won the Swiss 
Open two w'eeks ago and 
leads the American Express 
merit table with winnings of 
£53,000 from five tourna¬ 
ments this year. “Winning the 
British Open has always been 
my ambition." she said. “Now 
1 have the chance of winning 
the merit title for a third 
time." De Lorenzi. who needs 
two more titles to reach the 20 
wins necessary for honorary 
membership of the Tour. 

□ Antonio Garrido, inspired 
by his son Ignacio's victory in 
the Volvo German Open last 
Sunday, will attempt to make 
it a family double when he 
tees off in the Manadens 
Affarer Seniors Open near 
Stockholm tomorrow. The 
Spaniards would become 
only the second father and 
son to achieve Ryder Cup 
status if Ignacio maintains his 
form to make the European 
team to play the United States 
at Valderrama in September. 

Antonia second m the Ry¬ 
der Collingtree Seniors last 
week and third in the Euro¬ 
pean seniors rankings, is 
among the favoured starters 
at the Fagelbro course this 
week. His chances of a first 
title in three years are im¬ 
proved by the absence of 
Europe's leading senior. Tom¬ 
my Horton. 




FOR THE RECORD 




ATHLETICS 


LUCERNE Switzerland: Intemrional 
meeting (wnneis. and British)" Men: 100m: 
). K Btokendurr (UZ> 10 nsec. 3 .1 Mart* 
iGBj 1033 400m: 1. H Reynolds (US) 
44 45: 3. J Bauich [06) 4563. 110m 
tiurdtos: i. A Does lUS) 13.46. 2. C 
Jackson (GBt 13 55 Triple jump: t. A 
AseieochenKo (Russ) 16 96m Women: 
100m: 1. C Pmtusewtch (Uto) lIXBsac. 
800m: S Jongmans (Hoi) 2mtn 0! 67sac 
1500m: 1. A Wevamam (9witz) 4:0465 
100m hurdles: l. LEnqwsi lS*e) 1285sec 
High)ump: 1. ABradfium (US) 1 88m Pole 
vault: A Miiter iGei) 455m 
TURIN. Italy: Intemattonai masting ivrav 
na; and British]. Men: 100m: D MitCheH 
[USi tODOsec. 400m: 1. D Kamog3 (Uga» 
44 77: 3. M Hylton (GB) 4649 800nr A 
Largo r(»( (min 46.37sec. 3,00ftn; t. S Di 
Napoli illl 7 49 31 110m hurdles: A KfdyHi 
(Russ) 13 7teec. 400m hurdtea: S Mawe 
IZapi) 48 ta High Jump; G Fttertw 
iRussi 221m Long Jump: J BecMord 
JJOi* 8.49m Hammer B Kras (Hun) 
81 62m Women: 100m: M Jonas (US) 
11 Oteec. aQOnv S Rrchacfe (Jam) SO &i 
110m hurdles: C TiEo do 1318 Long 
lump: F May O') 697m. Pole veutt E 
Szemeredl (Hcn| 4 30n 


BASEBALL 


AMERICAN LEAGUE Cleveland 10 Mftno- 
sou S: New York Yankees 12 Detroit 9: 
Boson 9 Toronto 6: Chicago White So* 4 
Kansas Dry 0. Baltimore e MfcwnAaa 2. 
Anaheim 7 Texas 6. Oakbnd 4 Seattle 1 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: Sen Francisco 4 San 
Dtego 1. Caron noli 7 Montreal 6 ItOmrsh 
Honda 4 PhlactsipHa 1, New York Mats 6 
Atlanta 5. Pttrehur^rSHouaion 3: St Lows 7 
Chicago Z Colorado 0 Los Angelos 2 


CRICKET 


Second Test match 
West Indies v Sri Lanka 

KJNGSTCWN Ifna/djyafUyel: Kte/friBes 
e>evj wftr Sn Lanka 

WEST INDIES: Brel trrtogs 147 (K R 
Pushpekumara 5 lor 41) Second formes 
343 (B C Lara 115: M Murafthajsn 5 mr 
*131 . 


SIM LANKA: Fast Inrvngs 322 IS f 
Jayasurryn 90. C L Hooper 5-36t 
Second Innings 

S T Jayasurya b W3lsh . . 17 

R S Mahanama r Bjcw-tvi b Bishop. 29 
M S Aiapami b Wfaish . 10 

PAdeSflvabWahh . .78 

■A Ranalunga not out 72 

tfi S Kaluwdharafra hi wiefcet b Walsh . 2 
S Ranalunga run out . . . 0 

HOPKDharmasera e Browne t> -mOrose7 
M MuiaiBharan c Holder t> Arrtrase. .Cl 
S C de SUva ntrt Out . 1 

Edres [to 3, nb 141 .J7 

Tors) (8 vrtte) ---233 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-26. 2-SS 3-UB. 4- 
189.5-193.6-20B, 7-231. B-231 
BOWLING Ambrose 15-1-51-2: Wsish 24- 
2-73-4: Rose 6-124-0; Brshop 14-141-1. 
Hooper 9-3-21-0 
Man of tne match- c L Hooper 
Wesl indies win senes 1-0 
UrrfSms: S ABucfcnw (Wool Indies r 
and D B Cowte (New Zealand). 

TOUR. MATCH: The Parks (trrer day or 
three)’ British Untyersfles v Ausiratens. No 
ptay dUotaraft . 

SECOND » CHAMPIONSHIP (first day 0 1 
three). SRtoutuuma: K art v woreesia- 
V*re, lObworm CC: LetcesterrMre u Hemp- 
shea. Cbfflngham CC; Nottmghamsrve v 
YocVghfce, North PerrotL Somerset v 
Lancashire, No play due to ran. 

AON RISK TROPHY lone day). Haywards 
Hwth; fUCC Young tSidrercrs 222-8 V ft 
Carpenter 4-22): Sussex 182 MCC «w by 
40 nns FarafleM: Yockshre 167-9. 
Notftnghamstare 168-7. Notrmgnamshm; 
wm by three wdes. 

SCHOOLS MATCHES; * forest l82-3dec 
(R Marshas 114 not out) Weflnabcrough 
106-6 - Hyde Path KS ISA) 'iSt-8dec 
TASTE. .152-1- (S Payne 115 not out): 
■ The Leys 17Mtfec and 120-1 dec Perse 
ICS and 701-4 ‘ * denotes home team 

■ ~ ? CYCLING 

TOUR OF CATALONIA: Sbrth stage [Casa 
TarradeBas to Piaila dlAio. idArru t. F 
Escartai (Sp) 4hr 1mm 40eec-. 2. D Ctovero 
Bp^aJ Ssec 3. C Boar*nan (GB) at 9 4.P 
TotAov (Russ) 14. 5b. E Zaire (It) 23: 6. M 
Serrano (Sp) same ttma. Seventh stage 
to Pal. 237km) 1. B Hamburger 
7rvarft22sec;2.Ctovefoei86ec. 3, 


M Zajiabecn (Spi er it. 4. E3camn29 5 A 
Casero iSp| same time: 6. A de lac Cuevas 
(Fit 39 British posidon: 24. Board man 
7mn 1: see Leading overa* positrons: I. 
Etcanm 26hr 5mn 59ser. 2. Case>0 a) 
Zsecr. 3. Zarraberiia 28. 4. Oar&o S3. 5. 
Tonkov irran 4sec: 6. De las Guavas 1 19 
British poatdon: 13, Boardman 5 06 
TOUR OF SWITZERLAND- Mirth stage 
IWcizAon to Davos. 195 9fcmt 1. O 
Camenand (SvrtN Si I7rrwr SSsec. 2. J 
Winch iGet) el 1mm 6sec. 3. L PrepoT 181 
same Irate: 4. F Gaicte Casas (Spi 1-U. 5. 
SGarzeBiflll 205:6. D Neftssen (hoil) same 
lene Uadng overa# pcatrons: 1. C 
Agnofcjtro (Ft) 33tv 38min 2nec 2. 
Camenznd 2mm 3. Utrfch 4-20. 5. D 
Exieoanta (Sp) 5 32 5. R Meter (Swrtzi 6 16: 
6. Garcia Casas 622 


FOOTBALL 


WORLD CUP: Asian zone. Group four 
Oman 2 Macau •>, depan 3 Nepal 0 [in 
Tofcyoi 

P W D L F A Pts 
Japan .._ 5 5 0 0 30 0 15 

Oman _ 5 4 0 1 13 i 12 

Nepal .5014 J 17 1 

Macau . . 5 0 1 4 1 27 1 

MALAYSIA: World youth cfcarrpfensMp; 
Second round: Brazfl 10 Belgium O. France 
1 Me»Jca 0 (both at Kuching). Uruguay 3 
United Slates 0; Ireland 2 Morocco i (both 
at Shah AJam). 

QOUr 

WANDSWORTH Bridget Jackson Bced: 
Leading scores: 142: K Madmosh (Aus) 
60. 73 343: R BaJey fl\tmngton Heath) 

72. 71 1471 J Coftn^tam (Shervrood 
Forest) 74. 73: L Tuphotme (NorthcJitf) 74. 

73. L Wafiers iCJrevr) 71.7& ISO: N Evans 

(Pteasington) 75. 75, D Rustworth 

(WOodsome HaDl 74. 76. S Naden 
(Woodsome Ha#) 71. 79 
PORTMARNOCK. Ireland: Euopaan 
amaleie team championship: Early tost 
t*Ja»*tog round scores (GB and Ira unle ss 
stated)- TO:KNotan 77: JTarmes Owe). N 
atny (Austria). 78: N Ettve/ds BO- G 
Rart«rL81:JRose. 

WORLD RANKINGS (US wriest statedl 1. 
EEIs(SA)g.95pteave. 2. T Weeds 9 68 3. 
C Morngomene iGS) 9.61 4. G Norman 
(Aus) 851; 5. N Pnx 0m| 92*. B. T 







FIXTURES 


- CRICKET 

Tourmaidi 

110, second day at Visa 
THE PAflKS: Britt* Unraersmes V 
AussraSans 

Britannic Assurance 

county championship 

110, fist day o/ lour. 304 overe mnenjrr 

SLXrtHEND: Essex v Derbyshire 

SWANSEA: Qaraorgan v Suss® 
LEICESTER Leicestershire v 
Warwicfcshiie 

LUTON: Northamptonshire v 
GtouEaster^me 

WORCESTER: Vtorcestashue v 
Lancasbre 

HEADjNGLEV: Yotfetae v Middlesex 

Axa Lite League 
50, 40 overs 

THE OVAL' SJ7£Y v NoHinghamSWre 

SECOND XI CHAMPIONSHIP [second 
day ot three): Bdper MeadQW3_^hy- 
^Vre-. Giamagan Bokton 
v Surrey Shtrehampton CC: Gtou- 
ceslefsinre v NonhamplonstBe Srt- 

tingbounie: ►■ ert v v ?j rces ^ l i^? 
KgSeorth CC: L^cestarshre y Hsrnp- 
snira Coflinqhani CO NoranghamsWE 

fKNWh Permit Som*s* v 
LxTcasiwc Mosetey: Wanmcfcshwa v 
(Wddies® 

OTHER SPORT 

SPEEDWAY: EHLe Les^a: Ipswich v 
Eastboune (7 30) Printer League. 
Postponed: ShatreW v GL asgow 
TENNIS; AS England Championships 
iai Wifi*»edon). 


Lemwr 6.96. 7. S Elincjron (Aus) 6.74.8. 
M Oz*j (Japan) 811.9, M O'Meara 7.53: 
10. N Faldo (GB) 7.07 
VOLVO ORDER OF MERIT (European 
Tour) (GB and Ire unless slated): 1, l 
Woosnam £380.r8SL56. 2. B Longer (Gen 
E82.KS 67: 3. E Els (SA) E23P.041 30. 4. 
D Oarite £202.71324. 5. C Montqomarie 
£201.758 99; 6,1 Gamdo ISp) £196.374 47. 
7. L Westwood £183.909.41. B. M Jamt-s 
H 73.20386, 0, M A Mann (Spr 
£17382666. 10. J M Oteetoai (Sp) 
£166.360 66:11. R Mcfariane £160.486 29: 
12. R Green (Aus) E152.970 00: 13. R 
Goasen (SA) £150279 37 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


SYDNEY: State of Origin series: Queens¬ 
land 18 New South Wales 12 


RUGBY UNION 


TOUR MATCHES: Free Slate Cheerarw 30 
Bntefr Isles XV 52 (In BJoerrtontein). 
Waifcdo Under -21 IB ScoUand Dev 
etopmeni XV 4i(a( WaAaiol 


SPEEDWAY 


ELITE LEAGUE; Postponed: King's Lynn v 
IpSWlCh. 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Everer 50 Smite *0. 
Raadng: Four-team championship: 
QuaJByrrg round /Wlhand Jral »g); Arena 
Essa 27 Roodarg 26: Odord 25 Nerjrpiri 
18 Final aggregate scores: Odcvd 113: 
Reading 6S Ereier W. Arana Essex 94: 
Newport 84 Postponed: Hun v Skegne* v 
Shetfdd v StoLe 

SPEEDWAY STAR CUP: SemWnaL sec¬ 
ond leg: Postponed: Poole v Coventry. 
AMATEUR LEAGUE Shuniecube [Wolver¬ 
hampton and L'^ng Ealonj 4$ Anglon 
Angela (lpsvnch and King's Lynn) M: 
Western Wamors 43 BeTfe Vlie Cofls 35: 9 
AusteJ 47 BeSe Vue Colts 31 


WATER POLO 


NATIONAL LEAGUE Rrel cXivtetoro 
Bfttefiftead 8 Rotherham it. Covenny 7 
Nova 7: Penguin 11 Polytechnic B. Sutton 8 
BfEiol 13 Biri£nhead 6 Nova 7. PoN- 
rcc+tnic. ii BrtsIcJ 14 Sution 11 Pengun 9. 


POOLS DIVIDENDS 


LUTLEWOODS: Trebie Ctranca (ore divi¬ 
dend ort». I5pis £53 Bfi. haHrUme .«un 
c| isaiO (2lpts mar) Far draws t/.ia 

[pBdwrai Tenhcm&s£1 60 Si*arrays Cl 
VERNONS: Treble cnance I5prs £20 95 
CDne dividend Rje 4 4 Second 

and UurcJ divsJends wncettodi 

ZETTERS: Trette C7vsrt^ f° no M d J w1 ?®^ 
ontyi: IS pts £3 Three draws. £18 Eighl 
homes £1 Suavvayttl 20. Lucky nunbere 
21 19 1026 25 23 


THE*SS»T!MES 


SPORTS SERVICE 


RACING 

Commentary 

Call 0891 500 123 

Results 

Call 0891100123 


CRICKET 

ReporLs and scores from the 
Britannic As-sunuicc 
county championship 

Call 0891 525 019 


Calls cod 50p per minute 



By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

This ruling at the Spring Foursomes concerns the procedures in 
the case of an inadequate claim: 


*763 


*98 
* J 4 32 



Hearts are trumps. Declarer 
needs the rest of the tricks. 
West is on lead. Before West 
could play, the declarer (How¬ 
ard Cohen) laid down his 
hand claiming tire rest of the 
tricks. He had noticed that he 
could throw a diamond from 
dummy on the third round of 
clubs, and then he thought he 
would be able to ruff all his 
losers in dummy. That was 
sloppy thinking — even 
though he had no obvious 
losers he did not have enough 
winners. )r is a common error 
— you should count winners 

as well as losers. 

At this point the tournament 
director was called. The laws 
on inadequate claims by de¬ 
clarer say that any benefit of 
rhe doubt goes to the defence, 
and that means the declarer 
has to go down if he could do 
so by playing in "a careless or 
inferior way”. However, he is 
not required to play in an 
“inrationar way. Cohen’s 
partner Gunnar Hallberg. a 
Sweden international, pointed 
out that West would have to 
return a spade, as a red suit 
would give the declarer the 


extra trick he needed. Then it 
was obvious that before trying 
to guess the red suiLs the 
declarer would ruff a spade in 
hand and, with the fortuitous 
lie. establish the ten of spades. 

However, the tournament 
director ruled that the contract 
was one down, in my view 
correctly. The reason is that a 
player who claims in this 
position might take the inferi¬ 
or line of playing on a red suit, 
or might carelessly not notice 
that the spade queen and jack 
had Fallen on the second and 
third round of the suit. 

□ In the Open series at the 
European championships, Ita¬ 
ly are stiU in the lead, now 
with 502 points. Great Britain 
are ninth, after beating Israel 
16-14 on Tuesday, but losing 
22-S to Noway yesterday. In 
the women’s series, Britain are 
leading with 324 points, two 
ahead of France. With six 
rounds to play. Britain look 
certain to qualify for the world 
championships later this year. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday lo Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 






By Philip Howard 


abrin 

a. Without a nose 

b. A poison bean 

c. To resile 

FLOBERT 
3l A story-teller 

b. A mobile porch 

c. A cartridge 


COVENTRATE 

a. Sharing a stomach 

b. To bomb 

c. To share-crop 

CHIPPEWA 

a. An bad-tempered woman 

b. An Algonquian 

c. A desert storm 

Answers on page SO 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

New system 

At the start of the Novgorod 
tournament the organisers an¬ 
nounced a new way of scoring 
points for the final standings. 
Instead of the traditional one 
point for a win. half a point for 
a draw* and no points for a 
loss, they wanted lo introduce 
the alternative or three points 
for a win. one point for a draw 
and nothing for a loss. In fact, 
had they done so. the final 
standings would hardly have 
changed. Scored traditionally, 
Novgorod ended with Kaspar¬ 
ov on 6*2 points; Kramnik 6 ; 
Short 5; Bareev 44: Topalov 
and Gelfand 4. Under the 
alternative system Kasparov 
would have scored 17; 
Kramnik 15; Short 14: Bareev, 
Topalov and Gelfand 10. The 
very slight variation, affecting 
only Bareev’s position, makes 
it clear that it is futile to 
introduce radical alternative 
scoring systems without wide¬ 
spread prior discussion and 
acceprance. 

Here is one of Short’s wins 
from his final spurt. 

White: Boris Gelfand 
Black: Nigel Short 
Novgorod. June 1997 
English Defence 


14 

Gxd4 

t5 

15 

Re) 

Bhefl 

16 

Bb2 

1xe4 

17 

Nxe4 

Nq8 

18 

Nc3 

0(7 

19 

Re3 

axcJ5 

20 

NsdS 

Rxe3 

21 

Oe3 

EM35 

22 

cttJ5 

Qvd5 

23 

34 

Kb8 

24 

a5 

Cttb5 

25 

a<b6 

axb6 

2b 

Bd4 

Qc6 

27 

Bel 

Ob7 

2B 

t5 

gx*5 

29 

0-35 

Rea 

30 

Qb5 

Ge4 

31 

B*2 

NB 

32 

017 

Qe7 

33 

Oa2 

N94 

34 

Ral 

Oe4 

35 

Qa7+ 

Kc8 

36 

Rcl 

Qb7 

37 

Qb4 

Re7 

38 

Qt>3 

White resigns 


Diagram of final position 



1 

d4 

e6 

2 

c4 

be 

3 

84 

Bb7 

4 

Bd3 

Nc6 

5 

Ne2 

Nb4 

6 

Nbc3 

Nxd3+ 

7 

Qxd3 

d6 

8 

(M) 

Ne7 

2 

d5 

Qd? 

TO 

(4 

96 

It 

Nd4 

0 -0-0 

12 

b4 

Bg7 

13 

bS 

Bxd4+ 


Times book 

The Times Winning Moves 2 
Domains 240 chess puzzles 
from international grand¬ 
master Raymond Keene’s dai¬ 
ly column in The Times, and is 
available now from book¬ 
shops or from B. T. Batsford 
Ltd (leb 01376 321276 at £6.99 
plus postage and packing). 

P Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


WIMNfNGWOVE 


By Raymond Keen e 

White to play. This position is 
from the game Kennedy — 
Staunton. London 1844. 

White has a powerful con¬ 
centration of force on the 
kingside and now breaks 
through to win quickly. Can 
you see how? 

Solution on page 50 



v 
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CRICKET 


Moody prepares to 
extend power base 
at Worcestershire 



ByAian Lee. cricket correspondent 


TWO years ago this month. 
Tom Moody look over as the 
captain of Worcestershire on 
the first morning of a county 
championship march against 
Lancashire, scored a century 
and led them to an innings 
victory. Today, in the corres¬ 
ponding fixture at New Road, 
the gifted Australian will pon¬ 
der doing even more. 

Moody has been a popular 
captain since the abrupt, mid- 
season resignation of Tim 
Curtis and there is now a 
possibility that he will be 
asked to undertake an addi- 
riona I role as coach. The club’s 
cricket committee met last 
night and the secretary. Mike 
Vockins. confirmed that the 
elevation of Moody was one 
plausible solution to the immi¬ 
nent departure of Dave 
Houghton to Zimbabwe. 

“We are looking at it with a 
clean slate and it is conceiv¬ 
able Tom might be sounded 
our about combining the jabs." 
Vockins said. “It hasnT been 
put to him yet, but whatever 
we decide, the link with Tom 
Moody is a key one. He is 
contracted to us until the end 
of 1998 and we see him as a 
very important figure in plan¬ 
ning the future.”' 

Approaches, some official 
but the majority informal, 
have come From many sources 
since Houghton announced he 
was to become tire national 
coach in his homeland. A 
number of the applicants are 
from overseas, but a more 


obvious alternative to Moody 
is Phil Neale, a former captain 
of the club, who still byes in 
Worcester and may wish to 
return after a spell coaching 
Warwickshire. 

Moody defied the after¬ 
effects of flu to make a critical 
century in the Nat West Tro¬ 
phy win over Holland on 
Tuesday, but is “still not 100 
per cent", according to 
Vockins. “He looks pale and a 
snade unwell.” he said. “but. 
being Tom. he will play 
tomorrow." 

The circumstances are 
somewhat different from 1995- 
Then, Lancashire had reached 
mid-June as the only unbeat¬ 
en side in the championship. 
Now. they are one of five who 
have yet to win u game and 
they come to New Road in 
considerable disarray through 
injuries. 

Lancashire will be led today 
by their third-choice captain. 
As this is Michael Atherton, it 
is not in itself a calamity, but 
the continued absence of both 
Mike Watkinson and Wasim 
Akram is severely disrupting 
the balance of the side. Jason 
Gallian is also missing today, 
while Neil Fairbrother has a 
late tesr. 

Doubts surrounding the fit¬ 
ness of Mike Smith were 
dismissed yesterday by Glou¬ 
cestershire, who presently lie 
third. "He had a slight groin 
problem, but it is nothing. He 
will definitely play at Luton," 
Philip August, the cricket 
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PWLD Bt Bl Pts 
7 4 1 a 17 2B115 


[9i ■ 7 A 1 2 17 2B11S 

K«it t-J) , - 7 4 2 1 14 2S 109 

Gloucs (13) . 7 3 2 Z T3 28 95 

Glamoraan (10( 7 3 1 3 17 21 95 

Esvwtf) 6 3 1 2 14 24 32 

NoflSIlTI . 7 3 13 S 25 87 

Hampshire (14> 8 3 2 4 21 J8 83 

TOfV^im ib) 7 2 2 3 16 24 Bl 


L&VssMrstwHl) 7 1 0 6 19 28 81 


Somefsct (1i| 8 1 2 5 16 29 76 

W*ci(n -.6 1 0 5 15 21 72 

Wanwduiwe (B) 6 2 13 10 1? 68 


Durham (101 . 

Suss&i 112) 
Surrey i3? ... . 
Dwbyshre (21 
Lancashire i iS) 
Northamsua 


7 1 2 4 14 23 65 
7 0 2 5 12 26 53 


7 0 2 5 15 20 50 
7 0 2 4 10 26 48 


7 0 4 3 12 18 39 
6 0 2 4 7 \7 36 


Moody: popular 


(1998 positions m braAeisi 
□ Worcc&lrsrm'* record includes eighr 
point as side batting last in march where 
scores Unshed level 


secretary, said. Good news for 
the surprise success story of 
the season, perhaps, but bad 
news for the team, that, equally 
surprisingly, find themselves 
bottom of the table. 

Northamptonshire will not 
rebsh facing Smith at 
Wardown Kirk. Their last 
championship game there, 
against Essex two seasons 
ago. finished inside two days. 
Northamptonshire won it de¬ 
spite being bowled out for 46 
in the first innings and 23 
wickets were shared by the 
left-armers, Mark Ilott and 
Paul Taylor. 

Smith, another left-armer, is 
the leading wicket-taker this 
season with 42. He swings the 
ball later than either Ilott or 
Taylor and far more than Alan 
Mullally. One more impres¬ 
sive analysis ought to see him 
promoted to the England Test 
side at Old Trafford next 
week. 

One England man missing 
today will be Nasser Hussain, 
who will be rested from Es¬ 
sex's game against troubled 
Derby's hire, at Southend, to 
have further cortisone treat¬ 
ment on a chronic tennis 
elbow condition. Hussain 
said, however, that he will 
definitely be available for Old 
Traffoid. 

Derbyshire's cause will not 
be helped by the withdrawal of i 
Kim Barnett, their former 
captain, who suffered a badly | 
bruised thumb in the NatWest 
Trophy defeat of Lincolnshire. 
His place could be taken by 
either John Owen or Tim 
T wears. 

The meeting of rhe past two 
champion counties at Grace 
Road sees the return of 
Mullally for Leicestershire 
and Allan Donald for War¬ 
wickshire. while the present 
leaders. Middlesex, are at foil 
strength for their trip to 
Headingley. with Owais Shah 
playing his firstchampionship 
game of the season. Middlesex 
are beginning to look strong, 
but this will be a test for them, 
especially if Mark Ramprak- 
ash. to whom captaincy must 
seem simple so far. loses the 
toss. 


Cranes assist in the installation of floodlights at the Oval for the match tonight 


Floodlit cricket gets first test 


By Ivo Tennant 


THE first competitive floodlit 
match between two first-class 
counties will take place at the 
Oval this evening, when 
Surrey play Nottinghamshire. 
At stake is not so much four 
points in the Axa Life League 
as the very future of such 
cricket in the unpredictable 
climate of England. 

The weather forecast for 
today is not encouraging for a 
contest that has cost £100.000 
to stage. To breakeven. Surrey 
reckon that they have to 
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attract a crowd of 10.000, 
including members. They 
have sold almost 4.000 tickets 
in advance, will have nearly 
2.000 corporate hospitality 
guests and are hopeful that 
many more spectators will 
attend after work. 

John Major has accepted an 
invitation, as. assuming that 
the wind is not blustery, have 
a group of skydivers. 

Paul Sheldon, the Surrey 
chief executive, stressed that 
the dub was insured. “If we 
are affected by the weather, 
then we will try again.” he 
insisted. “We knew this would 
not be a huge commerdal 
bonanza, but we want to 
attract a new audience who 
will then come to our other 
matches. It is just one of our 
initiatives this season. Start¬ 
ing in July, for instance, 
anyone under IS will be given 
free enny to all championship 
matches.” 

The four floodlights, which 
have been put up at a cost of 
E40.000, have been paid for by 
sponsorship. Local residents. 


whom Surrey have kept in¬ 
formed of their plans, have 
been assured that the genera¬ 
tors and lights will be turned 
off fay Upm. 

Erecting the floodlights has 
roughened up die ground. 
Sheldon, however, said that he 
had received no abjections to 
his initiative from the club’s 
members or, indeed, from 
residents. 

If there is no play today, the 
match will be abandoned, 
rather than postponed. “There 
is a free day next Tuesday, but 
our Test players will be re¬ 
quired by England," Sheldon 
said, “and it is too late to 
reorganise another Sunday 
match this season.” 

There has been one previous, 
unsuccessful attempt at staging 
a floodlit event at the Oval, In 
September 1994, a sum-side 
competition, involving some of 
the best-known cricketers of the 
1970s and 1980s. was aban¬ 
doned after the first of two 
scheduled days when the play¬ 
ers' demands for immediate 
cash payment were not met 


rriheie is a prize on offer 

, I -.Hus week, which, lies 

X -within my gift’as sole., 
arbiter. If anybody can find a 
more hideous chunk of prose 
than the text quoted beneath, - 
he .or she can claim a bounty 
of one hundred. guineas, 
freshly minted, which will be 
paid on demand. I do not 7 
expect the postman to come 
panting up die steps. 

. “The uniqueness of this 
dash, coupled with the 
cricketing fervour of die sup¬ 
porters. guarantees an unfor¬ 
gettable event Day-night 
cricket is a regular feature in 
Australia, South Africa and 
India. Now fhe fens of lanca? 
shire and Yorkshire have the 
opportunity to capture the 
spirit of the nineties a nd tu rn 
onenday cricket info a party. 

“The match will feature 
coloured kit, rods, music to 
announce each batsman and 
perhaps .even a live band It 
will be a.fon day out with a 
vibrant display of partying 
and participation, where . 
flags, banners and musical 
instruments will be used as 
the essential props to create a 
carnival atmosphere.” 

You have to admit that it 
sounds exciting. “Fun day 
ouT, “unforgettable event”, 
“carnival atmosphere”, “spirit 
of the nineties" — the .only 
thing missing is our old 
friend, a truly historic occa¬ 
sion.,. Even - the dreary 
footsoldfcrs of new Labour, 
who snubbed Royal Ascot 
because people .enjoy them¬ 
selves there, might be 
tempted. 

Once you have got beyond 
Che dreadful language, what 
exactly, does-this guff por¬ 
tend? What can passibly.be so 
much fun. so unforgettable, so - 
— well, they said it — unique. 

It is, in fact, a one-day'match 
of 50 overs a side at CHd_ 
Traffoid on Monday July 2L 
Played under floodlights, it 
will start at 330pm and finish 
round about 11.15pm. Both 
teams will take it in turns to ' 
bat for 25 overs each and there 
is £10.000 for the winners: 

The press release was com- ' 
posed by Day Night Promo¬ 
tions. a London-based 
company, which badgered the 
dubs into putting the game 
on. How they managed to. 
persuade them to give their 
assent to the “unique" tag is a 
mystery. After alL Lancashire 
and Yorkshire have been 
jousting since Gladstone 
saved young ladies in White¬ 
chapel There is also reference 
to a “Roses dash” a device 
known in legal aides as 
“passing off".. 

Put simply, it is a silly 
attempt to dignify a beer 
match, and the timing could 
have been better. It seemed 
apt that shortly after Lanca¬ 
shire endorsed this statement 
their players went down to a 
fourth defeat in seven champ¬ 
ionship matches, when Gla¬ 
morgan bowled them out in 14 
overs. Either they are indiff- 
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Line and Length 


erent to their increasingly 
ragged public image or they 
are fearlessly breaking new 
ground! 

. An ideal season for Lanca¬ 
shire would probably be a 
championship of 36 one-day ; 
matches, with the occasional 
first-class friendly against 
Yorkshire thrown in for old 
times' sake. Laugh at your 
peril; that is the way the game 
is going. It is becoming hard¬ 
er and harder to find people 
within the game who are 
prepared to stand up for first-, 
class cricket 

As is the way with many 
things in these - imagecon- 
scions times, if something Ts 
not relevant to young people, 
it may as well not exist It does 
hot seem to have occurred to 
them that, if young people 
want to “parfy" and listen to 
disagreeably loud music, the 
last place they will look for.it 
is at a cricket match. The rot 
of us. while acknowledging 
that times change, are happy 
to keep it that way. . ; 


L ancashire is a big dub, 
ridf^sttid — iii its own 
terms -^successful, so it 
has no excuses. After winning 
the NatWest Trophy last year, 
to complete a double of jtnpck- 
dut cups, a senior member of, 
the dub hierarchy said,, with 
some feeling: “You lot go on 
about how bad we are, but 
weVe had a great year. If we 
won the' championship, 
there'd be nobody there to 
watch.” There, it is. straight 
from the horse's mouth. 

This is the dub that has 
given England its present 
captain, coach and tour man¬ 
ager, yd the finest service that 
Lancashire has provided this 
summer is that press release, 
which talks of a vibrant 
display of partying. As Sir 
Kingsley Amis might have 
observed: “A what display of 
partying? A vibrant what of 
partying? A vibrant display of 
what?” 

- For cheering us all up. 
when they might be excused 
for thinking only of them¬ 
selves in their present desper¬ 
ate situation, Lancashire 
deserve a nation’s thanks. 



Grafs career moves on apace 


A ustralian coaches have 
been having a hard 
lime of ir in England 
lately, what with Geoff Marsh 
nruggling to gel his Test stars 
into some kind of form, Les 
5tiJlman being effectively de¬ 
moted after Dean Jones's 
abrupt departure from Derby¬ 
shire and Dav Whatmore and 
Dave Gilbert cuming under 
increasing pressure with un¬ 
derachieving Lancashire and 
Surrey. 

It is pleasing to repurt, 
therefore, that one of their 
number has just gone honw 
with his reputation intact if 
nor enhanced. Shaun Graf, the 
former Victoria fast bowler, 
who is now his stated cricket 
supremo, stood in at Hamp¬ 
shire while Malcolm Marshall 
was otherwise engaged with 
West Indies and could not 
have made a better impress¬ 
ion. 

“We were delighted with 
him.” Tuny Baker, rhe Hamp¬ 
shire chief executive, said. “We 
have all heard so much about 
the Australian methods and it 
was very interesting to find out 
more about them at close hand 
and see how they worked in 
practice. 

"What impressed me most 
was that he was not dogmatic 
about their way being "better 
than ours. In the past, we've 
been told that wc must do this 
and we must do that, hut he 
appreciated The peculiar con¬ 
straints there are in county 
cricket. Wc all know that, in an 
ideal world, ue would not play 
so much, but we are the only 
professional circus and we 
haw to pay the players. 

“It was a matter of gently- 
moulding things to fii the 
sm«arion and it was a very 
worthwhile exercise, h'hatm 
was very hunest. very forth¬ 
right and ail our guys Teh that 
they learnt a lot from him. 
That is not to put down 
Malcolm Marshall. He is 
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Hampshire through and 
Through and wc fhirtk die 
world of him." 

Marshall must have been 
pleased with his stand-in. too. 
He rerurned last week after 
deciding that Hampshire had 
been messed about enough by 
the West Indies* seemingly 
interminable Test programme 
in find a Hampshire side that 
many people had tipped for 
rhe wooden spoon sitting com¬ 
fortably at seventh in the 
championship table. 


portrait of Johnners donated 
by rhe artist Jocelyn Galswor¬ 
thy, ring a brass bell that she 
has presented and had suit¬ 
ably inscribed and read from a 
letter that he sent to his 
mother and stepfather in 1932. 

'"I’m playing tons of cricket, 
literally every day for the 
whole term." he wrote, "and 
am in quite good form. I made 
H for the Butterflies on Mon¬ 
day and 55 for the Allsorts 
against rhe college servants on 
Friday, carrying my bat 
throughout the innings. Bur 
on Sunday. I didn't get an 
innings for the Ramblers 
against the staff college. The 
latter was a rotten game and 
we were very bad, but we had 
an excellent lunch." 


Missing the cut 


KEEN memory 

Memories of Brian Johnston's 
days at New College. Oxford, 
will he evoked on Saturday 
when his widuw. Pauline, 
opens a new £750,01X1 pavilion 
that will hear his name, 
Johnners himself helped in 
cun tribute towards rhe 
£300,000 that has so far been 
raised to pay for the develop¬ 
ment, which retained the pro¬ 
file of the old pavilion but 
involved a complete refurbish¬ 
ment of the interior. 

The old hoy. who would 
have been N5 this week, would 
have been pleased to know 
that, as well as accommodat¬ 
ing all sports with a gym and 
squash club, it will cater for 
KEEN (Kids Enjoy Exercise 
Now), a charity that encour¬ 
ages children with physical 
and learning difficulties. 

Mrs Johnston will unveil a 


There is a tug-of-war going on 
at Lashings Cricket club in 
Kent over the sen-ices of 
Richie Richardson, the former 
West Indies captain, whn is 
about tri stan playing again 
after recovering from an oper¬ 
ation to cure a serious elbow 
injury, which he suffered 
whde playing in Sourh Africa 
for Northern Transvaal. 

Richardson, who wifi ease 
himself bad; by turning out 
for fire headmaster’s XI 
against the pupils at Sunon 
Valence School on Tuesday, 
helped Lashings, an offshoot 
of a Maidstone spoils cafe, to 
win promotion to the Central 
Kent League last year. 

However, they have won 
every game ihat they have 
played without him this sea¬ 
son and now the second-team 
captain, one James Sand- 
brook-Price, otherwise known 
as Handbag, is arguing that, 
under club rules. Richardson 
must prove himself in his side 
first The first-team captain, a 
no-nonsense Australian called 
Rocky McNec. is expected ty 
prevail. 


Sobers signs up 

It may seem a trifle premature 
with the Ashes series only two 
Tests old, but they will be 
turning their thoughts to¬ 
wards the England winter 
tour of the Caribbean at the 
Lcnsbury Club at Teddington. 
Middlesex, tomorrow night, 
when diners will pay £49 a 
head for an evening with Sir 
Garfield Sobers. 

For that, they will get a real 
taste of the Caribbean with a 
steel band, rum punch, plus 
the great man’s reminiscences 
on the past and. more signifi¬ 
cantly, on what lies in store for 
England against a developing 
West Indies team. 

Sir Garry will also be sell¬ 
ing one of a limited number of 
bats autographed by the top 
ten run-makers in Test history 
— Border. Gavaskar. Gooch, 
Miandad. Richards, Gower. 
Boycott, Cowdrey, Greenidge, 
and. of course. Sobers himself. 
They cost £400. bur dtibs have 
been known to raise upwards 
of Ei500 for them at auction. 

D Two extracts from the 
Gloucestershire programme 
for the Axa Life League match 
against Middlesex ^Bristol 
fast Sunday. - >-V._ 

•Li'fce all true Gloucester- 
wire supporters," Colin 
Sexstone. chief - executive, 
“J wo$ horrified by the 
scenes of violence and' foul 
language during and after rhe 
game against Worcestershire 
■ pace again . excessive afeo- 
"Pl wu the major factor ." 

"A' boose cruise' around the 
docks " Philip August, cricket 
secretary, writes, •'.helped to 
restore team spirit after the 

Worcestershire defeat. a „ 

admifH 0 **? * Piers'and 
administrative staff alike 

SL proves Mark Alie vne's 
shrewd powers of butidine 
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FOOTBALL- BRAZILIAN FLAIR LIGHTS UP YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP 


Adailton’s launch swells 


galaxy of shooting stars 




ADAILTON against Michael 
Owen? If the England Under- 
20 team prevail today against 
Argentina in The world youth 
championship in Malaysia, 
the prospect is imminent — 
not that comparisons should 
be stretched too far. The 19- 
year-old Brazilian striker. 
Adailton Martins, to give him 
his full name, is already a 
refulgent star on whom the 
covetous eyes of innumerable 
European scouts and agents 
are fixed. 

Owen has yet to reach such 
heights, but he is only 17. He 
scored a magnificent solo goal 
against Mexico and those of us 
lucky enough to see his aston¬ 
ishingly cool debut as a substi¬ 
tute for Liverpool against 
Wimbledon late last season 
will be aware of his precocious 
abilities. 

Adailton. however, is some¬ 
thing else again. Note that the 
young man from south Brazil 
did not even begin to play 
football until he was 15. So 
much for the terrifying ambi¬ 
tion of Howard Wilkinson, the 
Football Association's head of 
coaching, who is now in 
Malaysia, that coaching 
should begin with five-year- 
olds. 

In this context, the words or 
the Brazil uoach, Antonio 
Barroso. are relevant “Frank¬ 
ly. I think Adailton is a 
Brazilian type of player, one. 
that is to say. who is bom with 
football inside him, whom 
there's no need to teach any- 
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Overseas View 


thing at all. With players like 
this, the only job for a coach is 
to make them work, mould 
their talent and lead them to 
the highest level." 

Adailton. a slight figure, 
scored nine goals in Brazil's 
first three games in the tour¬ 
nament. six of them against 
the hapless South Koreans. 
Yet he is no prima donna. He 
works hard for the team, 
brings his colleagues into the 
game and even drops back to 
help in defence. 

Both he and his coach insist 
that there is no chance of his 
figuring in the World Cup 
finals next year. As Adailton 
modestly remarked. Brazil 
have plenty of attackers al¬ 
ready — not least Romdrio. on 
whom Adailton, studying vid¬ 


eos of tlte centre forward, has 
modelled himself. He plays for 
the modest Guarani dub and 
seems to have no immediate 
ambitions to leave them for 
Europe. In time, he surely 
will. 

The word that Liverpool are 
close to signing Fabrizio 
Ravanelli from Middles¬ 
brough justifies the fear Tor 
those who believe England’s 
sparse native talents are being 
blocked by foreign players. 
Owen surely deserves his 
place in the Liverpool attack 
beside that other gifted Liver¬ 
pudlian. Robbie Fowler. 

Meanwhile. Borussia Dort¬ 
mund and AS Monaco are 
keenly interested in Ravanelli. 
Should he go to Dortmund, 
the European champions, he 
would find himself working 
under an Italian manager, the 
club having just appointed the 
former coach of Plarma, Nevio 
Seals, who turned down sev¬ 
eral offers from England. 

The hunt for young talent 
grows ever more intense. Pe¬ 
rugia. relegated from Serie A. 
have lost two 19-year-olds to 
Britain. Accommodation has 
been reached with Rangers 
over Gennaro Gatluso, now 
that the Glasgow dub has 
bought the 26-year-old Peru¬ 
gia striker. Marco Negri. Pe¬ 
rugia are still pursuing 
Everton over the signing of the 
midfield player. Luigi Ricdo. 

Riccio, like Gattuso. sud¬ 
denly walked our on Perugia. 
At presenr. he is doing his 


military service in Rome, but 
his agent has signed a contract 
wiTh Everton that includes 
several free trips home a year 
and provision for intensive 
tuition in English. Perugia 
have appealed to Fifa, the 
world governing body, bec¬ 
ause, under Italian rules, the 
transfer is illegal. Everton 
may have the Bosnian ruling 
on their side. 

The Brazil senior team to¬ 
day meet Peru — fielding a 
mere under-23 side — in the 
semi-finals of the Copa Ameri¬ 
ca in Bolivia. For Brazil, 
exempted from tite World Cup 
qualifiers, this has been sim¬ 
ply target practice against 
countries that, preoccupied by 
World Cup qualification, have 
fielded scratch teams. One of 
them, Mexico, faced Bolivia in 
the other semi-final last night. 

Overall, the competition has 
been a fiasco. High prices and 
weak reams have devastated 
attendances. The ever combat¬ 
ive Daniel Passarella. the 
Argentina coach, was bitterly 
criticising the tournament 
from the first, not only on 
grounds of its redundancy but 
for the fact that Argentina 
might have had to play un the 
breathless heights of La Paz. 

He and his team have gone 
home with their tails between 
their legs, knocked out by the 
young Peruvians, with three of 
their players sent off. Argenti¬ 
na entered a B team, but with 
enough experienced players to 
hope for success. 
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The emergence of Adailton. right, was marked by a flurry of goals in Malaysia 


THE LEADING 100ENTRIES IN THE TIMES INTERACTIVE TEAM CRICKET GAME 
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH 


Pos Teem (player’s name)___ 

1 Fourtan Bothams (P Johnson) .. .. 

2 Tobfffl (A Luctfimsl) 

3 Ian’s Imperials (I Johnston) . 

A 14 Lobs (P Johnson) .. . ..._ 

5 Gazzas Guys (C Hawtans) . . . 

6 W*ow Cricketers (Mis WJ Batten . 

7 Webbers Post (EG Evansi . . . 

B Slai Was 2 (Z Alf>. 

9 Fantasy Fount* E (G Crutctiley). 

10 lr|i»y Free X I (U Hunt).. 

11 Pohus (WClfflkfi) ._.. 

1 2 Nne Ian Bothams (P Johnson)_ 

13 Dawns Dynamos (Mss 0 Shepherd) 

14 Wad’s WfckBtaker’ [AB Waid) . .. 

15 Doodytods (J Royston) .. 

16 Batman For Ever |R Rae). 

17 Mustala Crtckei a (M MarashO 

18 Three Lobs (P Johnson). 

19 Moor And Go H A P (N Johns) . .. 



21 Ac8 AT Rounders {A Eade). 

22 Fantasy Fount* >3 (G Crutchty) . 

23 Rug Catchers (A Rees) . 

24 Wefc Fargo (BE Howes). 

25 All Round Ahirty (W Burnett). 
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Pos 


FTs 



Pis 

26 

Tessmuogus (J Eaton] . 

10503 

51 

Dave's Depemtabtes iD Tattoo) 

10389 

27 

Fantasy Formbk D (G CruJchiey) 

10495 

52 

Firewood 3 (DM Carter) . 

10373 

28 

= Rain Stops Ray (R8 Wffiarrc) . . 

10491 

53 

Womtses Atslaas (KJ Daws] ..... 

10363 

28 

= Kirn’s Best (O Gera^ity) . .. 

10491 

S4 

Meq's Eleven (S Simmons). 

10360 

30 

Kato s Coritere 4 (N Kata) . 

10483 

55 

- Sharps Eleven iM Sfiarpl .. . 

10M6 

31 

Kalb's Corkers 2 (N Kata). 

10468 

55 

= Toby Roes (A LucMiurst) .... 

10346 

32 

= SSytatfy Byased (M Travel). 

10465 

57 

Darren's Dazders (P J Pariei). 

10345 

32 

= Oictiid MiO(N Jcnes). 

104® 

58 

= Cotemans Balls ID Btadtaum) 

10344 

34 

The 1997 X l (Miss JM Hutctw). 

10462 

58 

= D J S 2 (D Fenton) 

10344 

35 

The Funky Morkoys (A Moss) 

1046) 

60 

Dopey 11 (B Rottnsor,) . 

10340 

36 

Ports Galore (D Fenian). 

10460 

61 

AARON Rrst X 1 (P Edwards). 

10336 

37 

Fantasy Forint* H (G Ciwcbley). _.. 

10454 

62 

Befremen! Horn s IM Penman) 

10332 

38 

Kata's Corkers 1 |N Kata) 

10449 

63 

Meadfesen A (DJ Mead). 

10326 

39 

Off sptonere In A (A M*cryt. 

10444 

64 

Class Warpers 2 (5 Kinq) . ... 

10325 

40 

Shadow Leader 1 (D Findlay) . 

10437 

65 

Fnday Nigh X 1 IB McFerran) . . . 

10316 

41 

Hedgas Gtcve (D Payne) 

10426 

6b 

Daves Dosere fD Tattoo) 

10311 

42 

Pari<s<de X l lA Hosang) . . 

10419 

67 

Cats Eyes (N Marcburu) ... . 

10307 

43 

- Karrakase Boater (D Frtay) 

10410 

68 

Ventys Vintage No- 

10304 

43 

= . . . 

10410 

69 

RunwicKs (J Davenport) . . 

ICCOI 

45 

Carofire A (A Luckhusi). 

10408 

m 

The Twins IB Cdlincon) . . 

10291 

46 

Ca/okne C (A Lucfihursl) .. . 

10407 

n 

Spflte Thomas Eteve (TE Webb) . ... 

1025*3 

47 

Or To A Good Star (J Suites) 

10406 

72 

Tommere Teners (P Tompkinsi 

10286 

48 

MJS1 (M Squires). 

10401 

73 

No More Fndavi Cki |) E*S) 

10279 

49 

Fantasy Formt* 1 (G Crulchtey) . . 

'10399 

74 

Daves Demons (D Taqgoo) 

10277 

| 50 Bacard Boys (M WootJey) .. . 10391 | 75 SeajxJed Blunder; (JM Browni 

ACTIVE TEAM CRICKET SCOREBOARD "■■1 

I0E76 


Pos Team (player’s name)_ 

76 Lening Rf> (D Finlay)... 

77 Teddy For Bruce Be- 

7B £pnH Ot Ort-s (AC Welch) . . . 

79 Jcnes Boys 2 (Mrj 

80 = Canterbury Crusade (J Scotll 
80 * Jcnes Boys One |M Jones* 

90 = The Watne Factor (D Finlay). 

BO = Don'I Forget To Ru tP Rowans) 
B4 OrehlcHnt con B IN Johns) 

86 Windy> Wanors IG Miller) . . 

86 The One And Only r)S Halchct) . 

87 DucHs C C/POsms) 

88 = S R Sin The Press (SP Vann). . 
86 = Lcmar Crtd Boys |P Tranier) * 

90 Wld-£t kings iD Femon) 

91 Comedy Long hops iJ Hartftoid) 

92 Sams The Man 6 (G Sampson) 

93 The Flowerpot Men (D Blackburn) 

94 M J F 2 (M Squires) 

95 Fantastic (P Sarncburyi. . 

96 We Oort Mean This |J Moss) .. 

97 J M’s Xj IJ McCusAet) . . . 

98 Edward Rc&s |A Luckhursl) 

99 JSWC 285 (John Swmrtesl . 

100 Eddie Woo (A LucMursil . 


Luton team 
indebted 
to Speight 


LLTGN has produced the 
winner this week of the 
I nteractive Team Cricket 
game. R. Rae, with his team. 
Harry You’re A Beast 
scored 1.631 points last week. 

The biggest contribution 
to Mr Rae’s success came 
from Martin Speight, of 
Durham whose batting 
abilities have come to the 
fore recently after some time 


r- >• 


The scores in brackets are the points scored in the past 
week; the other scores are the cumulative points scored 
since the start of the season. The figures indude all 
matches completed by June 23. Overseas players are 
shown in bold type. Rising Stars in italic. 

Player (no) Rune Wkts Ct/St Total 


Batsmen (001-146) 


Category A 

CJAdanstOOU. 833 ©3) 

GF Arche* (002) _ 3S1 (94) 

M A Atherton (003). 752 (156) 

C W J Athey (004). ... 621 (6) 

R J Bailey (005). . . 820 (101) 

k J Barnett (006). 318 (24) 

D J BckneJ (0071 ... . 117 (0) 

G S Btawett (008)-503 (90) 

D C Boon (009)-601 (4) 

P D Bowlo (Did)- 477 (49) 

A D Brown (011) .. .805 (121) 

M A Bucher (012).. ."T 533 (184) 
PACocay (013) .... 333 (0) 

JP Crawley (014) ... 582 (60) 

k M Curran |015). 649 1112) 

MTG EIBatt (016)-897 (224) 

N H Fartnothei (017) . 454 (5) 

J E R Gafkan (018) . 540 (Q) 

M WGatUnq (019) 529 (14) 

G A Gooch (020) .... 287 (0} 

ML Hoyden (021) T228 (2041 

□ L Hemp (022) .588 $ 

GAHkA (023) 649 (581 

A J Holboaka (024) 422 (27) 

N Hussan (025). 736 (38) 

5 P James (026).781 (152) 

D M Jones (027)- 3S9 <0) 

J H Kflflrj (028)- 439 (22) 

N V Knight (020).605 

J S Lanry {OX* .. 337 (57) 

M N Lalhwel (031). ... 268 (10) 
G D Ucyd (032) ... 519 (7) 

M B Loye (033) . . 338 (99) 

MPMeynard (034) . . 418 (0| 

A McGram (035). 147 (2) 

R R Mcnigomerte (038) 190 (18 

T M Moody (037)-216 (19) 

H Moms (0381.. 462 (24) 

M D Mown (039) .... 268 (601 

T L Penney (W0) - 484 (0) 

M R Ramprakash (041) 759 (101) 
R T Robinson (042) .... 218 (81) 

PV Shumans (CM3)-0 (O) 

MJ Staler (044)-65 (O) 

B F Smith (045). 264 (0) 

R A Smith (046) .. . 885 (74) 

A J Stewart (047). 787 (28) 

a* a T/iiJnr (Aim iifl Ml 


0 to) 15 (D 
4 (1) 13 (0) 


o (□? 5 

1 P) 9 (1) 


2 (P) 1 [01 
0 ( 0 ) 1 ( 0 ) 


0 (0) 5 (4) 
2 ( 2 ) 8 ( 1 ) 


3 (0) 14 (0) 
0 (0) -4 (0) 
0 (0)16 M 
1 (01 BP 


0 P 4 (21 
11 OT 4 p 


Op 6 P 
0 (pi 7 p 


4 P 8 P 
1 (0) 12 (1) 
OP 7 (0) 
4 P 8 (1) 
0 p 7 p 
2 P 14 (4) 
19 p 3 (0) 


0 P 4 (0) 
OP 7 p 


11 P 9 P 
0 (0) 6 p 


0 P 8 P 
OP 2 10) 


OP 9 P 

o m j p 


op 4 (D) 
1 P 3 p 


0 p 2 (0) 

op 1 p 


0p 10 p 
2 (1) 6 (!) 


M A Taylor (048)- 448 (2) 

G P Thorpe (049) .... 10S2 (102) 
M P Vaughan (050) - .542 (0) 

T R Ward (051).526 (2S) 

M E Waugh (052)-358 (B6> 

S R Waugh ( 053)-400 (0) 

A P WMs. (0541.. .. 525 (47) 


S R Waugh (053)- 400 (0] 

A P Wtels (0541.. .. 525 (47) 

V J Wells (055).BOO (B1J 

W P C Wesion (056).365 <17| 


0 ( 0 ) 21/1 {2 
Op 2 12) 
0 (0) 10 p 
6 p IP 

0 P 9 P 

1 OT 1 OT 

0 P 4 P 

0(0111(3) 
8 (0) 5 (1) 

0 P 4 p 


988 (78) 
646(119) 
942(166) 
751 (6) 
1070 (126) 
393 (24) 
137 (0) 
633(170) 
811 (44) 
837 (491 
660(111) 
808(194) 
503 p 
672(100) 
954(112) 
872(284) 
589 (5) 
760 p 
769 (34) 
397 p 
1501(230) 
743 (0) 

999(138) 
882 (27) 
986 (78) 
906(163 
554 p 
819 (3 
645 (0) 

452(12?) 
333 (10) 
649 (7) 
368 (841 
598 p 
157 (2) 

230 p 
308 f19) 
522 (24) 
284 (65) 
704 p 
964(1481 
288(106) 
0 P 
85 p 
34 p 
735 (79) 
1232 (68) 
498 (42) 
1312 (102) 
K2 P 
711 [Si 
408 (66) 
455(00) 
725(107) 
1035(106) 
440 (17) 


Player (no) 

P Johnson (086).. 

M Keech |M7) 

WS Kendal (068). . 

G J Kermis (069).... 

R A Kantebarou^ (090) 
G A Khan (091) .... 

WG )harr {0821 . 

D A Leatherdate (093) 

N J Lenham (094) ... . 
J J B Lewis (0951 

N J Uong (096). 

M A Lynch (0971 . 

6 I MacmiLyi (098).... 
DLMaddy (099).. .. 

M R May (100). 

P C McKeown (101) . 

A A Metcalfe (102) . 

S P Motlat (103)... - 

A J Mates (104). 

J E Morris (105)- 

k Newell (106). 

0 P Ostfer (107) 

J E Owen (108) . 

K A Persons [IQS) .... 
SD Peters HUM. 

P R Podeid 1111) 

J C Pooley (112) - 
MJPowell 1113) .. - 
PJ Prichard (114). 

T A Radford (115) . -. 

R kRao (116) . 

J D Rafcidle (117). 

DJ Roberts (11BI. 

D D J Robtnson (119) 
ASRolins (120) ■ 

M A Rosebeny (121) 
OJGSales/ >22). 

O A Shah (123). . . 

N Shahid (124). .. 

A Singh (1251 ... 

E T Smfih (126)_1 

NJ Speak (127)_.■ 

KR Spring (728) . ; 

J P Staphen&on (129).. 

IJ Sucttte (1301 .. . 

AJ Swam (131)- 

N R Taytot (132).. . ■ 

SPTccherd (133) .. 

N J Tramor (134).: 


Runs 

WWa 

Ct/St 

Total 

Player (no) 

Runs 

Wkts 

Ct/Sl 

Total 

Flayer (no) 

Runs 

611 

(14) 

0 OT 

9 (2) 

806 (54| 

M Watkmson |181). 

143 

(0) 

3 OT 

2 .0) 

243 (0) 

PMSucM27l) . 

30 

(Ol 

127 

()8) 

2 OT 

2 (1) 

207 (381 

P N Weekes (1821 

354 

(45) 

10 (1) 

15 (21 

859(105) 

J P Teytor (272) 

64 

Ml 

384 

OT 

0 (Ol 

10 (5) 

549 1801 

C M Wefis (1831. . . 

- 0 

(0| 

0 (Ol 

0 (Ol 

0 (0) 

PC R Tutnell 12731 

46 

mi 

24 

(24) 

0 (Ol 

2 (0) 

24 (24] 

C While (184|. 

.234 

(19) 

28 (4) 

9 (01 

894 (99) 

S D Lklal (2741 

380 

145) 

30 

PI 

0 10) 

1 ID 

50 (23) 

S Young (185)- 

... 448 

00) 

22 (2) 

3 (OJ 

026(115) 

S K Warns (275). 

205 

OT 

108 

OT 

0 (0) 

0 (0) 

113 [0) 




Waqar Younte (Z76)... 

106 

OT 

102 

272 

OT 

OT 

0 lOl 
18 12) 

2 (0) 

4 (3) 

142 P) i 

737(100) , 

| Wicketkeepers (18&-216) 



S L Wakr (277) 

N F Wiliams (278) 

73 

17 

OT 

OT 


271 f71 


570 (222) 
211 120 ) 


558 (65) 
132 119) 


687 (68) 
94 p 


..96 (0) 

229 (148) 
220 ( 0 ) 


420 (0) 

756 (75) 


348 (14) 
430 P 


37 (14) 
232 (81) 


150 (01 

222 (142) 
370 (25) 


20 

(0) 

0 

(01 

2 

OT 

351 

(14) 

0 

10) 

6 

OT 

131 

OT 

0 

OT 

3 

OT 

374 

(16) 

2 

OT 

4 

OT 

483 

(157) 

3 

(01 

1 

OT 

81 

(0) 

0 

OT 

1 

OT 

250 

(12) 

0 

(0) 

5 

ID 

480 

OT 

0 

OT 

3 

OT 

29 

OT 

0 

OT 

2 

OT 

124 

{41) 

0 

OT 

7 

/O) 

65 

(65) 

0 

OT 

0 

OT 

224 

(OT 

0 

OT 

5 

OT 

156 

OT 

0 

OT 

1 

OT 

871 

OT 

0 

OT 

1 

OT 

427 

(5) 

0 

OT 

5 

ID 

383 

(43) 

0 

OT 

4 

(U 

322 

(49) 

19 

OT 

7 

OT 

175 

(1331 

0 

OT 

3 

ID 

. 0 

OT 

0 

OT 

0 

OT 

410 

(49) 

0 

OT 

3 

OT 

76 

(5) 

3 

OT 

1 

OT 


310 (20) 


321 (71 

685(252) 
471 (BO) 
663 (70) 
152 (19) 
902(713) 
99 p 
156 (0) 

279 (178) 
285 (0) 
560 (0) 
851 (115) 
59S (34) 
605 (0) 
77 (14) 
562(146) 
200 ( 20 ) 
372 (212) 
485 (5) 
60 lO) 
471 (14) 
181 (0) 
474 (16) 
583(767) 
101 10 ) 
340 (32) 
485 ( 20) 
49 P 

124 /4l| 
70 (701 
304 (19) 
186 p 
306 P 
467 (-15) 
433 (63) 
842 M 
246(163) 
0 ( 0 ) 
474 |49) 
156 (5) 

260 (20) 


AN Aymes D86) . 155 (51 0 

J N Bany (187) . 0 (0) 0 

R J Blakoy (188) _ . 493 (45) 0 

K H Brown (1891 ... 453 (301 0 

M Biro (190) . _ 270 (0) 4 

C A Chapman 1 1911 . . 0 (0) 0 

I Dawood (192)... . 0 (0) 0 

T Frosl (193) .. - 30 (0) 0 

S P Gnthihs 1194). . .Op 0 


p 16 17 (1) 796 (25) 
(0) 0 iQ) 0 (0) 

(0) 30/2 14)11531125) 
(0) 29/3 rani 1173(7901 
(11 ion (0) 520 (20) 
(0) 0 OT 0 (0) 


780 (0) 
824 1131) 
366 (01 
S*0 (145) 
78b (80) 
696(170) 
553 (SOI 
247(1)0) 
104 (104) 



PCA 


Category B 

U Atari (280) .. 
P Aided (281) .. 
D A AJlree |282) 


349 (6> 

140 (0) 


S A Marsh (201) . 
C P Meison (202) 
P Moores 1203) . 
P A Noon (204) 

W M Noon (205) 
k J Piper (206) . 

S J Rhode? (207) 


R J Hcttns (209) 

R C Russell (210) 
A D Shaw (2)1). 
M P Spetfn |?1 2) 
RJ Turner (?13J_ 


P WMhcase (215) 
fiCJ Wttams (210 


. 0 

(Ol 

0 

OT 0 

OT 

0 (Ol 

G J Batfy 12831 . 

. . 0 

. _ 30 

(0) 

0 

(0) 17.1 

OT 

370 (0) 

M A V Bel (284) .. 

0 

0 

(0) 

0 

OT 0 

OT 

0 (0) 

J Brtkng (285) . . 

. Ill 

.... 241 

(26) 

0 

(0) 23/1 

(6) 

701(146) 

M N Bowen (286) 

.. 99 

__ 168 

(0) 

0 

(0) 76/4 

ID 

633 OT 

J E BrmWey (287). 

. 7 

_ 29 

10) 

0 

10) 9 

(4| 

18& (80) 

J F Brown 12881 

0 

.. . 22 

OT 


(0) 1 

(0) 

82 (0] 

R J Chapman (289) 

3 

. 157 (17) 

0 

(0) 24/1 

Ml 

677 (37) 

V P CJariu (290) ... 

432 

200/ 0 

OT 

0 

OT o 

OT 

0 OT 

0 A Cosher \29tJ . 

. 5 

. 358 

!<’) 

0 

(0) 25/2 

UN 

928 (27) 

D M Cousins (232) 

.... 0 

.. 0 

(0) 

0 

(Ol 0 

(01 

0 OT 

A P Dawes (293) . 

0 

. . 241 

(321 

0 

|0| 16/1 

Ml 

606 (521 

KJ Dean (2941 

32 

394 (41) 

0 

OT 21/4 

(31 

969(701) 

R R Cfibden (295) 

0 

. 2® 

(61 

0 

(01 20/2 

re) 

719 (46) 

M Drmond (295) . 

. 4 

. 13 

<U) 

0 

(0) 6 

<UJ 

113 (01 

SWKEI* (297) .. 

.. 0 

184 

OT 

0 

OT 31 

(4) 

769 (80) 

J E Emtuaey (238v 

83 

....313 (10) 

0 

(0) 15/1 

(2) 

028 (50) 

R A Fay (299) 

. 3 

. . 2S2 

OT 

0 

OT 106 

101 

687 (0) 

D Follefl (300) 

. 8 

. 449 

ISO) 

0 

(0) 28/5 

(6) 1220(150) 

M jFoacn (301) 

. 377 

145 

OT 

0 

(0) 19/1 

(2) 

506 (40) 

P J Franks (302). 

101 

486 

(88) 

0 

(0) 32 

(8) 1141 (S3) 

R J Green (303) 

. 0 

. 490(123) 

0 

OT 22 '1 

(21 

965(168) 

G M Hare Ulan (3041. 

70 

. . 114 

I®) 

0 

|0) 4 

M) 

1&4 (102) 

S Herzberp (305) 

0 

. 0 

OT 

0 

101 0 

|0| 

0 lO) 

J E Hudson (306) .. 

. 6 

0 

OT 

0 

|0) 0 

10) 

o ro> 

B C Haftaake (307) 

. 376 


Bowlers (217-347) 


T A Treats {136}- 

M J (taker (137)... 

M A Wagh (138) 

C D Walsh <1301 .. 

T C Wail on (140) . . 

P E We«ngs (141) . 
RMS Weston (142) 

P R Whtaka (143| 

G WWlla (144) 


A J Wight (146) . .345 155 

All-rounders (147-185) 


. . 24 

W 

0 (Of 

1 (0) 

44 

(W 

106 

P) 

0 (0) 

1 M) 

126 

(291 

.. 498 

(281 

0 (01 

6 (0) 

638 

128) 

380 

(47) 

5 (CO 

6 (21 

5B5 

(87) 

. 0 

OT 

0 (0) 

a OT 

0 

OT 

321 

(53) 

0 (01 

3 $ 

391 

(53) 

~ 13 

(0) 

0 OT 

1 (pi 

33 

OT 

. 0 

OT 

0 (0) 

0 (0) 

0 

(0) 

. . 0 

OT 

0 (0) 

o Ot 

0 

OT 

2B7 

(0) 

0 (0) 

3 OT 

357 

OT 

... 0 
- 345 

OT 

(55) 

0 OT 

0 (0) 

D ID) 

7 (2) 

0 

<50 

A 


Category B 

J J Whdafcar (057)... 

D A Btankaon (058).... 

DBya£(059|. 

M E Cassar (060). .. 
G R Cowdrey (061) . 
R J CunBtfe (062) 

TS Ctftis (063). . 

A Dale (064) . 

JADatey(065). 

RI Dawson (066) •.■■■ ■ 

M P Dowman (067) . 

AW Evans (068). 

AFBrtoH (0691. .. ■ 

A Fotrffisi) (070). 

D P Futon (071) .. 
A P Grayson (072).. 

K Greenfield (073) . .. 

A Hat* (074). 

T H C HancocF (075) 

R J Harden 1076). 

J C Harrison (077). 

ANHayfatrsT (078).... 

GRHaynes(079). 

O R Hanson (MO) 

A JHWwl (081) 

TP Hodgson (082/ ■ - 
PCLHo«cway(OB3). 

WJ House (064). 

S Hutton (085). 


579 (159) 
.0 (ffl 


. 801 (161) 

. n p 


. 441 

(id 

0 

. 299 

(0) 

0 

.382 

(78) 

5 

.... 0 

OT 

0 

.... 0 

W 

□ 

. 358 
. 33 
.0 

(^ 

S 

s 

0 

a 

... 44 

OT 

0 

■ «3 

m 

0 

. 513 

OT 

15 

. 315 

OT 

i 

- 385 

(0) 

0 

260 

OT 

2 


609(169) 
0 (0) 
1166(211) 
117 p 
•515 (46) 
476 (16) 
359 (-20) 
482 (83) 
20 p 
0 ( 0 ) 
SOB (75) 
33 P 


MW Alievna (147).. . 466 

I D Austin (148). 250 

MGBovan (149)-495 

D R Grown (150). 336 

G P Butcher (151) 210 

DJ Capet (152). 184 

PDC0MigwD0d(153)ZS6 


DG Cork (154)- 0 

R D B Croft (155).- 457 

P A J DcFreKas (156) 15B 
VC Drains (157) —110 

KP Dutch (158).136 

M A Eatoam (15B) . 464 
S C Ecclestone (160). 167 
K P Evans (161)...... 173 

MV Fleming (1621 ... 305 

JP Hewitt (163)- 146 

K J Irmas (164) . -B 

RC Irani (165)..443 

KD Janes (1S6)-321 

BP Julian (167)-79 

SRLampfil (168).... 150 


84 p 
733 (64) 


993 p 
380 p 


510 (0) 
425 [91 


SG Law (170). 


(107) 26 (2) 
(17) 20 (1) 

S -* 81 

P 8 P 
P 7 (0) 
120) 4 (1) 

8 £ ® 
P 19 )3J 
(12) 23 (4) 
(85) B (OJ 
(14) 25 P 
( 0 ) 0 10 ) 
(5) 2B (B) 
(62) 36 |121 
170) 44 (4) 
pop 
P 16 P 
(56) 34 (1) 
(0) 8 p 

P 2 2 (4) 
P 15 (2) 


1206 (252) 
655 (37) 


765 p 
1101 p 


385 (0) 

359 |0) 


521 (601 


1142 (44i 

628 (89) 


810 (112) 
321 (11D) 
1179 (14) 
192 p 
B13 [135] 
1145 (332) 
1046 (170) 
28 {201 
843 (20) 

886 (131) 

304 (0) 

695 (120 
829 m 


480 (331 
. 0 p 


- 12 ( 0 ) 

581 147) 


. 0 (Of 
17 P 

m ( 0 ) 


370 (26) 
112 P 
... 0 (0 


52 p 
995(147) 
at P 

77 p 
143 fDT 
4G5 (26) 
177 p 
0 (0) 


PA Strang (178). 
C M Tdtey (179J... 
Westm Akram (18 


7Z1 

OT 

2 

OT 

11 

OT 

1021 

OT 

172 

(D 

14 

(D 

5 

M) 

552 

(4li 

. 50 

(4) 

3 

(D 

□ 

OT 

110 

(24) 

332 

(IJ 

8 

12) 

1 

OT 

542 

HD 

36 

OT 

0 

OT 

1 

OT 

56 

OT 

539 

OT 

18 

OT 

3 

OT 

944 

OT 

192 

(18) 

15 

OT 

8 

OT 

647 

(16) 

287 

P) 

0 

OT 

2 

P) 

277 

(27) 

348 

(58} 

42 

W 

10 


1421 

flflSl 

179 

OT 

10 

OT 

3 

OT 

424 

OT 

.48 

W 

B 

OT 

3 

OT 

268 

(0) 


Category A 

J A Afford (217). . . . - .0 (0) 

SJW Andrew (218) 0 (Ol 

M C J Bad [2191 ... 242 (36) 
R T Bales (220J_ ... 56 (4) 

JE Benjamin (221) . 77 p 

MU BeOS (222) -22 (6) 

M P Bs*rte4 (223) 223 (61) 

J N B Bov* (224) .. . 48 10) 

MT Branson <2251.. _ 25 10] 

S J E Brown (226). ... 61 (111 

A R Caddtck (227) .143 (2) 

G Chappie (2281... - 136 {□) 

C A Connor (229). 24 p 

A P Cowan (230) . 203 (01 

D M Cm (231) ..24 (0) 

R P Dave (23Z) . . _ . 34 (0| 

A A Donald (233)- 16 [OJ 

ARC Fraser (234) ..100 p 

A FGtes (235) . 242 10) 

J N GOespie (236)- 27 p 

DGoutfi(237). 119 (20) 

A J Harris (239) . . . . 86 (71 

PJ Hadley (239). 367 (6) 

□ W Headley (240). 5 (1) 

RKNngwonh (241). „ o OT 

MCIIOO (243)..104 (0) 

PW JatviS(243). 171 (0) 

R L Johnson (244) .. 157 (44) 

G Keedy £245) . . .. S (0) 

fl J/OiTfcy (T45J ..... .3 (3) 

J D Leery (247). 0 p 

M J McCague (248)—. 120 (12) 

GD McGrath (249)-3 (0) 

□ E Malcolm (250). 16 P 

P J Martr (251) . 97 (1) 

R J Mara (252). 75 p 

D J Moms (253)... . 153 (71 

Mohammad AKram (2SA) 27 (O) 

AOMi8ally(2551. 28 [Oj 

TAMunton(256)._0 p 

Uuehtaq Ahmed (257) 145 (4) 

PJ Newport (858).23 P 

G J Paeons (269). 44 (01 

MM Patel (260) . 0 P 

R M Pearson (261). 1 OT 

A R K Pietson 052) ...85 (0) 

PRRetffd (2B3)- 8 (2) 

GD Roes (264). 456 (8) 

I D K SaB&buy (265) 54 f9) 

A Shonyar (26S) ... 26 P 

KJ Stine (267)... 58 161 

CEWSkareadlSfiSJ 121 (19) 

AM Smith(269).... 117 (43) 

R D Stamp (270) .. 71 (1) 


0 p 
20 p 
602 (56) 
416 (44) 
317 125) 
23? (ITS) 
813(106) 
508(100) 
Z2S (0) 
551 (97) 
1253 (162) 
623 (-20) 
144 120) 
1003 |G> 

84 (0) 
214 (0) 
456 p 
770 (66) 
772 (01 
1B7 (0) 

1068 (100) 
566 (677 
637 (?8) 
206 (811 

0 p 
504 (60) 
646 p 
857(184) 
125 (-201 
223 (83) 

o p 

860 (32) 
623(380) 
746 (40) 
S7 II) 
195 (0) 
613(1971 
177 P 
658 140) 

0 (0) 
BIS (24) 

373 (01 
«04 P 

0 p 
61 (Oi 
465 p 
268 (82) 
1306 (108) 

374 (9) 
596(1001 

. 688 186 ) 
6)1 ISS) 
1127 (1731 

861 (21) 


J G Hughes £309) . 5 (5) 

P M Huichteon |3tt*l . . 0 |0) 

A P Igglosden (310). 0 (0) 

JI D Kerr (371J .47 fi?6) 

N OTteen (312) . 25 p 

J Lewis (313) . 100 (14) 

S Lugsden 1314) ... 4 p 

R S C MartuvJenhine [315) 0 (0) 

A D Mascerenhas (316) 44 p 
TJ Mason |317) . . 38 |4) 

S M Mibum (3181 . 0 (0) 

R W I-towod (319) _ 0 OT 

J Ormond (320) . _ . 7 16) 

O T Parian (321) . 0 (Ol 

M W Patterson (3221... „ O iOi 

B J Philips (323) .252 (5) 

N C FWips (324) . 16 p 

R A Pick (325). 23 lO) 


539 (61 
465 (0) 
40 101 

0 (01 
0 OT 
451 (SO) 
959 |90i 
7 (0) 
80 (0) 
263 (40) 
6271110) 
345 (0/ 
0 10) 
0 (Ol 
332 (20) 
0 ( 0 ) 
4 (Ol 
0 10) 
383 (0) 
63 (0) 
168 <0| 
737 (80) 
386 (60) 
20 ( 0 ) 
250 (0) 
0 (0| 
166(1661 
S?T (30) 
65 <251 
0 (O) 

0 (0) 
307 (66) 
225 (0) 
eno 12241 
24 (Ol 




ECB 


spent readjusting to his new 
county. Speight scored 253 
points over the week. 

The prize this week is a 
day’s hospitality at the Old 
Trafford Test and a first 
edition of PCA Yearbook 
V7. signed by members of 
the Professional Cricketers’ 
Association. 


N W Prencm (3261 „„ .0 (0) 


M Rawnstoy (3271 . 7 P 

S J Renshar* (328)... . 91 |2] 

M A ftot»neon (329). 30 (Oj 

MJ Saggers [330). . 19 lO) 

J P Seario (331) 0 (0) 

D J Shadtord (332) .. 23 |0| 

k P Steaaz (333) . 9 OT 

G C SmaX (334 ) 29 (0) 

EJSlentord(33S). o p 

S □ Thomas (336).S3 (0) 

JBThompson (337). . 92 (4) 

M J Thurshdd (338). 34 (0) 

H R J Tiump (339). . 1 P 

AJTudot (340) -. 67 (31) 

M J Vandrau (341) . ... 0 (Ol 

A P van Tn»a (342) ... 5 (0) 

A Walker (343). 53 0 

G Welch (344) . 296 (0) 

AG Whuff (345) ... 0 P 

TN Wen (346).- 0 |0> 

GYateo(347). ...».62 10) 


53 0 

296 (0) 


. 0 P 
0 |0) 


D (Ol 
237 (86) 
0 (Oi 
0 | 0 ) 
717 (45) 
56 10) 
163 |60) 
O OT 
7 (01 

721 (1221 
390 (20) 
329 P 
0 (Ol 
243 p 
m (40) 
339 OT 
O 10) 
623 (0) 
327 14) 

154 (0) 
101 p 
297 (31) 
O 101 
105 (01 
613(142) 
1011 (Ol 
0 ( 0 ) 
0 (01 
362 (-20) 


HARRY YOU'RE A BEAST Batsmen: C 
W J Athey (Suwe*i. M L Hayden 
(Hampshire). P R Pollard iNoningham- 
shuei. D Etyas Or or I-shoe). J F' Slephen- 
scu (Hampstnei AlFnixinder P H 
Wee*^ (Miodtae*). Wk*ethoeper M P 
Speight iDuiham) Bowters M M Bens 
(Durnami. ARC Fraser (Mldtfasexl. J 
Bering (Durham). J J Lewis 
(Gtoucesiastirai 



EACH team tfcpendmg on when ( is 
regisieied, win be allocated a number ol 
rransler aSwances H you rear star In Mary, 
your learn wfl be al beared len Iransleis <n 


JUne. you wil be alocaled ewM tiansters tn 
July. on. in August, four, ard ir> Seplembor. 


□ One point is awarded for each run. 20 points 
for each wicket and catch and *10 points for each 
stumping. 

Five bonus points are awarded for a half- 
cenrury. ten bonus points are awarded for a 
century and for five wickets in an innings, and 
3) bonus points are awarded for ten wickets in 
a march. 

Twenty points are deducted for a duck. 

All points scored in Test matches are 
doubled. 

□ Source■ ECB/PA Cricket Record 


You may use as many or as lew os you 
vrish. but they must replace Bie tor bte—id' 
one bowler lor arxjlhs bender Ah tran&terS 
must be made before a first-class maleh 
Transfer periods wil be sel weekly and any 
Iranslets made m one tranter period will 
become effective lo> (he matches that begn 
wribm the next UensH* period 
The transfer fine opened on Wednesday 
May 21 and wil remain open tar the season 
Transfers must be made by mklnghi on a 
Monday m order to be efteebue tor arty firet- 
dass malcnee tegtnmnq alter that date 
Transfers may only be mode oy leieprrjne 
by eatfrig. 


0891 884 626 (0990 100 346 outside UK) 


YOU may check your lean score and 
position in fTC by calling 


0891 884 634 (0890100 349 outside UK) 
QUERIES on id other 1TC matteia. ndudog 
detois or how to anwi". shcuW t» made » 
01582 702720 


We've been major sponsors in 
cricket for the past four years. 
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Kendall’s 
asking 
price put 
at £lm 


By Our Sports Staff 


SHEFFIELD United have 
manded £1 million in compen¬ 
sation for the services of 
Howard Kendall, their man¬ 
ager. Kendall will rerum 10 his 
former club. Everton. this 
week if an agreement can be 
reached between the clubs. 

There is a delay, however, 
because Mike McDunald, the 
Sheffield United chairman, 
has been angered by Evenon’s 
approach and believes that he 
is entitled 10 heavy compensa¬ 
tion. "I feel l have been kicked 
in the teeth." he said 
yesterday. 

Kendall was holding talks 
over a contract with Evennn 
last night as he prepared for 
his third spell at the club. 

Walsall, of the Nationwide 
League second division, yes¬ 
terday appointed Jan Sor¬ 
ensen. the former Denmark 
international, as their manag¬ 
er in place of Chris Nicholl, 
who resigned at the end of last 
season. 

Brighton, having avoided 
relegation to the' Vauxhall 
Conference by the skin of iheir 
teeth, may yet be expelled 
from the Foorball League after 
failing to pay a EWO.OtXJ hnnd 
to guarantee their continued 
membership Dr the league 
during n proposed ground- 
share. originally with Gilling¬ 
ham but now. probably, with 

Millwall. 

The bond was payable by 
close uf husiness at the end of 
lasr week but (he league has 
heard noihine. 


IN BRIEF 


France look 
to Penaud 
for control 


FRANCE have announced 
three changes to their team for 
the second and final rugby 
union international against 
Australia at Ballymore, Bris¬ 
bane on Saturday. Alain 
Penaud. the stand-off half, so 
essential to the smooth func¬ 
tioning of the France back 
division, is fit again and 
replaces David Aucagne. 
while Christophe Lamaison. 
rhe Brive centre, comes in for 
Richard Dourthe. 

Sebastien Viars is selected 
on the left wing in place of 
David Vendirti. who pulled a 
hamstring in the *M5 defeat 
in the first international at 
Sydney last Saturday. 


FRANCE: M. Sadoumy (G.->tom»3ref. P 
Bemal-Sailes (Paul C Lamaison (Brve) T 
CasalgnMe itoutous^i S Viars (Brive). A 
Penaud iBrtvei. P Carbonneau (brorej. C 
Calltano (Toulous?) M Delmaso (Agon) F 
Touman> (NarCcnrK). A Benaza (Agen. 
catJanl O Brouzst (Baytes-Bcjcieauj'i. O 
Merle iManrieriaridl, □ Magne rDaxj. F 
Petous (Da>) 


Cyding: Chris Board man’s 
domination of the Tour of 
Catalonia came to an end 
yesterday in ihe seventh and 
penultimate stage from Gero- 
na to Andorra. Boardman lost 
his earlier overall lead of Imin 
36sec over Fernando Escurrin. 
of Spain, at the end of the 
stage, which was won by Bo 
Hamburger of Denmark. 
Escartin is the new race lead¬ 
er. 2sec ahead of Angel 
Casero. also of Spain. 


Cricket The draw between 
West Indies and Sri Lanka in 
St Vincent on Tuesday has 
elevated England one place in 
the Wisden Cricket Monthly 
world championship, the 
sport's unofficial international 
ranking sysTem. England are 
now sixth, with 11 points, 
ahead of Sri Lanka, who /ost a 
point for losing the series 
against West Indies. Zimba¬ 
bwe and New Zealand. 


Hockey: England restricted 
Australia to a 3-1 victory in the 
second under-21 international 
match at Milton Keynes yes¬ 
terday after losing 6-0 at the 
same venue on Monday. Splen¬ 
did goalkeeping by Taylor 
prevented Australia from scor¬ 
ing before half-time and Eng¬ 
land took the lead five minutes 
into the second half, when 
David Mathews converted a 
short corner. Australia re¬ 
sponded in kind in the 58th 
minute and went on to win 
with two goals from open play. 


Golf: Keith Nolan, 24. of 
Ireland, was first out yester¬ 
day in the first qualifying 
round of the European ama¬ 
teur team championship ar 
Portmamock, and his name 
was at the top of the 
leader board after a score of 70. 
two under par. Ireland also 
led the 22-strong field. 
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Wimbledon washout pro ves an uncomfortable experience for spectators 

Shopping around for entertainment 



Kicking and 

Screaming 


S omeone has really 
missed a trick, in my 
opinion, failing to spons¬ 
or die Wimbledon tarpaulins. 
An aerial shot of the AU 
England Club on one of its 
famous washed-out days is all 
swoUen-bellied plastic sheets, 
like an array of giant grow- 
bass. without the tomatoes. 
What a waste of a prime site. 
Those tarpaulins could spell 
out messages of all sorts. 
“CLIFF RICHARD STAY 
HOME." That would be a 
good one. 

I had always wondered 
why. during rainfall at Wim¬ 
bledon. dauntless punters re¬ 
mained in their Centre Court 
seats, sheltering under um¬ 
brellas. munching sad apples 
and risking the unpleasant¬ 
ness of damp community sing¬ 
ing. "You should go indoors," i 
used to urge them from my 
comfy sofa at home. "Go 
indoors!" Gening up briefly to 
turn up the gas fire and 
senling down to a rerun of an 
old Borg-McEnroe match on 
die BBC. doubtless that's what 
many telly viewers advised 
yesterday as well. 

Bur alas, "indoors" is an 
insanely fanciful notion at 
Wimbledon. It is an outdoor 
event. Tlius. you can haw 
"under cover" and also “sitting 
down", but unfortunately it is 
a matter of either/or: they 
rarely occur in useful combi¬ 
nations. In the Aorangi Food 
Court, people impersonated 
refugee*., sitting on the cold 
floor on newspapers: in the 
No I Court “Food Village", 
they me their Thai stir-fry 
standing up. People brought 
up las I was) on the principle 
“Never stand up when you can 
lie down" can find Wimbledon 
pretty hard going. 
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A couple share an umbrella for cover and find solace In a glass of champagne while an official optimistically posts the day's order of play 


So of course shopping turns 
out to be the thing. Personally. 
1 shopped widely and imagi¬ 
natively during the nothing- 
bloody-doing hours of 
Wimbledon yesterday until 
6 o'clock, when play finally 
commenced. 1 shopped in the 
little bijou Post Office and in 
the Museum Shop. The small 
chemist’s was a disappoint¬ 
ment fmosily sun-creams), but 
the key-fobs in the large 
swanky Waterford Crystal 
place under No I Court cer¬ 
tainly rewarded another 
thoughtful browse and I ex¬ 
pect to make my final decision 
on this important matter real¬ 
ly quite soon. 

No catalogue of tire day’s 
excitement would be complete 
without also mentioning that 1 
had two pieces of pizza, a 
handful of chocolate creams 
from a "Bon-Bons” stall and a 


half of lager. And if memory 
serves, this was all before half 
pasr eleven. 

if it sounds like spending 
quality rime airside at 
Gatwick. that’s also what it 
feels like, except that nobody 
asks you for your boarding 
pass all the time and there are 
no toddlers crayonning the 
bins. Hourly, a loudspeaker 
announcement reduces the 
low' polite murmur of the dank 
crowds to a deep hush. Even 
the cash tills fall silent for the 
duration. The announcement 
routinely offers the palest ray 
of hope, chat in ’an hour or so” 
the weather situation will be 
renewed. Ho hum. says the 
crowd, and then recollects 
itself. “Do you take Switch?" 
Beep. beep. beep, ker-ching- 

Personally. I spent much of 
the day catching up with 
important paperwork — ie. 


filling in the winners of the 
first-round matches in The 
Times’s handy championship 
knockout table and getting 
hysterically over-excited about 
what the next bout of play 
might bring. For example. 1 
can now’ see that Haas (Ger) 
has beaten Ruud (Nor), to 
meet Petchey (GB). i’ll confess 
I hadn't fully appreciated thia 
before. Similarly, Knippschild 
will play Rafter. It's good to 
see it all systematically laid 
out. When you have filled in 
the table for yourself, with a 
special Wimbledon ball-point 
pen, the sense of achievement 
is disproportionately high. 

Rain cleared. Rain fell 
again. Pitiful community sing¬ 
ing burst our around No 2 
Court after lunch, bur luckily 
Sir Cliff was broadcasting on 
Radio Wimbledon at the time 
and it petered out once Yellow 


Anyone for tennis? 



T he Times offers even- reader the chance to enjoy an hour's FREE 
tennis session with a partner at one of 70 private courts 
throughout the country. The offer, which usually costs about £12. is 
valid until August 14,1997. Printed below is a selection of 
participating clubs. A ftill list will appear on Saturday. Simply cnliec: 
four of the six differently numbered tokens printed this week and 
attach them to the voucher, right. Another voucher will appear on 
Saturday. Then make an advance booking by phone with the tennis 
centre of your choice quoting The Times. Your voucher and tokens 
must be presented at the time of your visit. The offer is subject to 
availability' and some sessions may last just tinder one hour. 



1 
1 

- I 


SOUTHWEST 

ALVERSTOKE, LawnTC, 01705 583726 
BASINGSTOKE, ManydownTC, 01256 
780212 BODMIN, Dragon TC, 01208 
75715 BOURNEMOUTH, TC. 01202 
298570: West Hants Lawn TC, 01202 
519455IYMINGT0N, TC. 01590 676236 
SOUTHAMPTON, Match Point, 01703 
731713 SWINDON, Delta TC. 01793 
445555 TAUNTON Pavilion TC. 01823 
333435 WESTON-SUPER-MARE, Weston 
TC, 019S4 513447 PDOIE, The Dorset 
Racquet & Health Club, 01202 642600 


GREATER LONDON 

BARNES, Rocks Lane TC, 

0181-876 8330 CHINGF0HD, Ths 
Connaught Club, 0181-529 2341 
CHISWICK W4. The Hogarth Club. 

0181 -995 4600 EALING, London School 
ol Tennis. 0181-991 6755 
ISLINGTON N7, TC, 0171-7001370 
LADBROKE GROVE W10. Westway Sports 
Centre. 0181-969 0992 SPTTALflELDS 
El, Martel Sports. 0171 -377 1300 
WESTBOURNE GREEN W2, Carlton Indoor 
TC. 0171-286 1985 


I 


To qualify for your free tennis 
session, valid for up to one hour, 
present this voucher, with four 
tokens from The Times attached. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1 Your free visit must be booked in advance 
by telephone directly with one of the 
participating clubs quoting The 7imes offer. 

2 Each voucher is only valid for two people 
making one free visit. 3 The offer rs valid 
until Thursday August 14,1597. and is 
subiect to availability. 4 The offer cannot be 
used in conjunction with any other offer and 
entitles you to one visit to me club only. S It 
■s advisable to check at the time of booking 
exactly what is included m the offer as some 
sessions may last just under an hour. 











Submarine and Doe. a deer 
had been exhausted- The pov¬ 
erty of the British repertoire is 
all too apparent in these 
situations, unfortunately. Of 
course, the imperatives of 
journalistic curiosity ought to 
have driven me towards these 
piping voices, to gather names 
and addresses, but by a 
strangely perverse process, 
their damn Blitz spirit drove 
me instead in quite the opp¬ 
osite direction, towards my 
second half of lager of the day. 

The truth is, there's a time 
limit to good humour on 
occasions like this. Once the 
punters have discovered that 
all the Wimbledon shops stock 
the same gear, things can turn 
a bit nasty. The novelty of the 
pricey catering can wear off 
quite quickly, too. If 1 have 
perused land rejected! one egg 
mayonnaise sandwich in this 
place (price 0.95). I have 
perused and rejected identical 
thousands. There’s no argu¬ 
ment that the food here is of a 
superior nature, what with 
Pimm's and all that, but I’m 
yet to understand why a hot 


dog is called a “Dutehee”, or 
why my first modest repast of 
sandwich and coffee set me 
back E7J25. 

Out at the Cafe Croquet — a 
small marquee at the southern 
end of the grounds, where 
sitting undercover turned out 
to be a possibility, after all — 1 
found two demoralised ladies 
from Kilmarnock, one of 
whom was so nice that she 
offered me accommodation 
during the British Open golf at 
Troon. This was their third 
day at the tournament and so 
far they had seen a match and 
a half, on Monday. On Tues¬ 
day. they’ had queued for three 
hours before being sent away. 
Their tickets for Nol Court 
promised Seles v McQuillan. 
Ivanisevic v Norman and 
Henman v Golmard, so no 
wonder they felt sick that the 
only excitement in view was 
another egg mayonnaise sand¬ 
wich and half of lager to a 
chorus of the gneatesr hits 
from The Sound of Music 

Rain is predicted for today 
as well, of course. They’ve got 
Centre Court tickets today. 



By Michael Calvin 


THE setting was new. The 
spectres were old. Jana 
Novotna returned to Wimble¬ 
don, on a dank, damp eve¬ 
ning, and failed once more to 
-dispel the memories of a 
-sunny- summer Saturday, 
when her frailties became 

dear to the watching world. 

She left Nol Court with 
almost indecent haste yester¬ 
day after-taking 34 minutes to 
work herself into a position of 
Strength, from which she suc¬ 
cessfully served fbr the first set 
of her first-round match - 
against Wiltrud Probst It was 
a tadt admission of the pres¬ 
sures that will build, inexora¬ 
bly. when the monsoon season 
clears. 

As much as she may deny 
the gravity of her plight, the 
Czech seems, like Paul Gas¬ 
coigne. to be destined to be 
remembered for self-pitying 
tears, shed in shock. Four 
years have passed since she 
wept on the shoulder of the 
Duchess of Kent, after her loss 
of nerve donated the women’s 
singles title to Steffi Graf, but 
it is an enduring freeze-frame 
image of desolation. 

Second chances are rare in 
sport Doug Sanders never 
had another three-foot putt for 
the Open Champions hip; Gor¬ 
don Smith subsided into ob¬ 
scurity soon after missing the 
chance that would have won 
Brighton the FA Cup. 

Novotna is fortunate. The 
absence of Graf, the suspect 
temperament of Monica Seles 
and the relative inexperience 
of Martina Hingis give her 
what Is probably her last, and 
most certainly her best oppor¬ 
tunity of winning Wimbledon. 

The air was heavy, with 
unfulfilled ambition and 
scarcely supressed anxiety 
even before Novotna emerged 
tentatively for a match that 
seemed to represent an ideal 
introduction. Probst. at 28 the 
same age as Novotna, is 
ranked No 90 in the world and 
is struggling to sustain a. 
mediocre career. Novotna, 
ranked No 3, had won the five 
previous matches between 
them. 

Yet she was ill at ease after a 
day that applied subtle strain 
to her psyche. The sheer 
futility of life as a professional 
athlete, when the weather 
intervenes, is an insidious test - 
of temperament It destroys 
the bio-rhythms, interrupts 
the rituals of practice and 
preparation. Most of all, it 
gives a player too much time 
to think about the impending 
challenge. 

Novotna, like most of the 
elite, was nowhere to be seen 


as the afternoon dragged on.. 
She took refuge in the locta*- 
room and attempted to rental 
self-contained, away from Ore 
public gaze, Probst also de¬ 
clined to risk-tfie diversions of. 
a visit to tfie players lounge 
which had all. the allure <£ 
Gatwick when air frame con¬ 
trollers exercise their right to- 

strike. . .. , i - 

Some players, folded into 
wooden-framed chairs ar¬ 
ranged around a conspicuous;: 
ly-dosed bar, watched an-- - 
amorphous blob 'called- 

Morph, a pliable pillar'. or 
children's BBC, with the type 
of rapt attention seldom seen 
outside a toddler group. Oth¬ 
ers played cards or_ pocket 
chess. The financially inclined 
completed their accounts, or 
read paperback pot-boilers 
charring the career of Nick 
Leeson. the jailed futures- 
trader. 

Novotna, more concerned 
by the stigma of her past, 
would have concurred with 
the thoughts of Alan Jones., 
who ordered his charge. 
Samantha Smith, the British 



No I. out of the room because 
of the psychological pressure 
inflicted by the .waiting pro¬ 
cess. Wait and wonder too 
long in such circumstances 
and the walls begin to close in. 

The nervous tension was 
etched on Novotna’s face as 
she • walked out on court.' 
stilling a brief burst of slow 
handdapping : from an obses¬ 
sively patient, crowd. Her 
stern features are generally 
deceptive, yet, on this chSh- 
sion, she was clearly absorbed 
by her task. 

Probst played on her. maid, 
testing her dexterity and det¬ 
ermination tn a series of 
powerfully struck baseline ral¬ 
lies. Novotria was hesitant arid 
did not disguise her alarm 
-when she slipped twice during ■ 
the fifth game, when "she 
rallied to make her decisive 
second break of the opening 
set Appropriately enough, 
given the staccato nature of 
the day. she endured another 
half-hour delay before win¬ 
ning 64 when the rain had 
eased once again: 


Seles gets straight to the point 


A brief hole in the wea¬ 
ther and Monica Seles 
burst through it like a 
linebacker homing in on a 
dilatory quarterback. ail 
shoulders, teeth and psycho¬ 
pathic intentions. The first ball 
of the day hit in anger — the 
expression always seems ap¬ 
propriate with Seles — came at 
b.04pm: 18 minutes later, she 
had polished of the first set to 
love. 

Her opponent, Rachel 
McQuillan, had a [ham look 
on her face — rham being the 
word in WatershipDown fora 
rabbit caught in a car’s head¬ 
lights. McQuillan did. how¬ 
ever. give her opponent the 
considerable inconvenience of 
saving a match point, after 
which the skies wept once 
again at this missed opportu¬ 
nity and play was suspended 
with the score at 6-0, 5-2 and 
deuce. The rain relented. Seles 
did not. She came back on 
court and completed the 
match in another couple of 
minutes, finishing the set b-2. 

Like the fife oi man in his 
natural stale, the proceedings 
on Centre Court yesterday 
were nasty’, brutish and short. 
Years ago. Seles reinvented 
the game of tennis on a 
principle of applied brutal ism. 
Wonderfully ugly, wonderful¬ 
ly effective and, 1 must say. if 
was rather wonderful to be 
exposed tn such a thing again 
for Seles was the victim of a 


Simon Barnes on how fate seems to be 
smiling more kindly on a true survivor 


man who committed die ulti¬ 
mate lunacy of taking sport 
seriously. Stabbed in the back 
by the madman, Gunther 
Pftrche, she was penetrated 
lightly in the flesh and deeply 
in the soul. 

She stepped on court yester¬ 
day, u figure somewhat dimin¬ 
ished From her glory clays in 
everything save size. She is 
now clearly huilf for enmfort 
rather than speed — she has 
more or less forgone the 
concept of waist. 

There was never, even in her 
palmiest days, the least sug¬ 
gestion of queenliness in her 
bearing. She was rather a 
rampaging, pillaging con¬ 
queror. an Anila. a Ghenghis 
Khan, a Tamburlaine — mon¬ 
arch of all she destroyed. 

She brought a genuinely 
alarming intensity to her 
game of all-out power. Still 
cameras caught again and 
again that characteristic ex¬ 
pression of the killer bunny 
from Mars, all blazing eyes 
and bared herbivorous teeth. 

There was something crazed 
about her. something intimi¬ 
dating about her even to 
spectators, bird knows what it 
must have fell like to face the 
Martian in her pomp. It was a 
fearsome sound, the ringing 


axeman sound from her racket 
and. of course, the famous 
karate ki-ai. her trademark 
bisyllabic grunt. 

The grunt made headlines 
and those with long memories 
will remember the grunt- 
ometer, a decibel counter that, 
its users claimed, showed that 
her grunt was as loud as a 
jumbo jet on take-off. And this 
girl, for girl she was then, with 
the ultimately brutal rennis 
game, went all sensitive about 
it and lost a Wimbledon final 
that she should have won by 
trying not to grunt. 

H er chance would 
quickly come again, 
we thought, but it did 
not. for. traumatised by the 
stabbing, she vanished from 
the game. This year, it seems, 
her chance has at last arrived. 

Her old nemesis. Steffi 
Graf, love-object of the delud¬ 
ed Parche, is not playing at 
Wimbledon, for she "has a 
poorly knee. The Nu I seed. 
Martina Hingis, is only 16. 
unused lo grass and made a 
poor showing in her opening 
match on Tuesday. The title is 
there for the taking. 

You feel that life owes Seles 
a Wimbledon title. She has the 
power. The whacking double- 


fister on both wings was hit 
yesterday with laser-beam di¬ 
rectness. The wrists still break 
derisively and late, which 
gives her extraordinary quali¬ 
ties of disguise. She has the 
force, but the knife did not 
affect her strength, it affected 
her will. The swagger, the 
simple-hearted relish in de¬ 
struction. have gone. 

ft was the cruellest thing to 
happen. Few people in sport 
have managed so completely 
to give the impression of the 
happy idiuL No one spoke 
greater gibberish at greater 
speed, a breathless monologue 
about sucks and suntan and 
forehands and jewellery and 
Madonna and jeans and 
sneakers and backhands. 

And being a star — I have 
never seen anyone who loved 
being a star so much. She 
always reminded me of Janis 
Joplin’s terrifying statement; 
”1 love being a star more than 
life itself." Joplin, of course, is, 
or was. one of rock's eternal 
victims. 

Yet Seles’s heroine is Ma¬ 
donna and Madonna is, if 
nothing else, a survivor. Seles 
has at least ser about following 
that as an example. A Wimble 
don victory would be some 
kind nf blow against the forces 
of madness. How much does 
Seles truly want it? Not more 
than life itself, that is for sure. 
Enough? We shall, if ever it 
stops raining, find oul 


RESULTS FROM WIMBLEDON 


Men's singles 
Winner £415.000 
Runner-up: E20r.500 
HoWor ft Krafrcch {Hcfll 
First round 
Tuesday late results 

B RI'-k* iZimi tn PCli*> iAui.12*. 7 6. f-4. 
6-4 

*■ O’&mi AJ5' W ft Hoirr> 7-G, 7 6 

N■jvnfcnnQSAllUHJOn,rt; iNtjflJ 75 7l. 

M ftov sot i5mz) bt h Kucu? (Slavaki jj f a, 

*■? Cr"j 

P KORDA (Cil t>( M Fiiippcv (Urn; 4-6. 

6-1 fj-4 

■' H.nr «Vrt bi C Ruud tTto) «W. 6 J. 

M R JFricni-v n36i U J hitr-bh iSm^kisi 
(.-I.S-2.G-1 

C vuT GuW I Bel; bt N Wr 3) «GBj »J 1 Mi, 
• i 

V C-u.laK-.yi v SfWW'j lUS) 

b>, <5-3 

T * W«MLlAUMtrM CHAW tURj 7. 
S-2.3-6.a-5 

FJ Lot- iCSi W N Marquci- .Ffyi 7-5.fi ,1 60 


Women's singles 
Winner £373.500 
Rumcr-up £786750 
Holder 5 Gral (Gwl 
First round 

M Soli-, bt fl McOuiUjfi (AuSJ ti 0. 6-2 
Tuc'-d-ry o Idlr; 

S W-iikj i7.aw.wi btlM fr |. 2 

ft '-‘j 

D HAVING lost most of yes¬ 
terday's play due to rain, 
today’s matches will start an 
hour earlier than scheduled. 
The AH England Club an¬ 
nounced that play will com¬ 
mence at 11 Aim nn the outside 
courts, while matches on 
Centre Court and No I Court 
start at nonn. 


Recall for Wilkinson 


CHRIS WILKINSON has 
been recalled to the Great 
Britain Davis Cup squad, two 
years after saying that hr nu 
longer wanted to play fur his 
country if Greg Rusedski was 
also involved. 

Wilkinson, who beat Junas 
Bjorkmau, the No 17 seed, on 
Tuesday to reach the second 
round at Wimbledon for the 
sixth Consecutive year, will 
travel with the Britain team tu 
Kiev for their clay-cnurt clash 
with Ukraine that takes place 
just five days after the Wim¬ 
bledon men's singles final. 

Martin Lee, whu also had a 
first-round success un Tues¬ 
day, when he hear Ntifto 


Marques, nf Portugal, 
included in the six-man pa 
although neither he nor ’ 
kinson it likely to play in I 
unless Tim Henman 
Rusedski is injured. 

Henman and Rused 
whn were both absent v 
injur)' when Britain lost 4 - 
4imbabwe at Crystal Palae 
April, return as the es 
Ushed top pair and they <* 
even form the doubles con 
nation for a match that Bril 
must win tn avoid taking s 
in a Euro-Africa zone gn 
"ne relegation match a« a 

6 “ a 

























e 0f 

Uni, 


nity 


••- V>.i f n X 

. ° ; r ir u- rt 5 

-• . .* ., pnjr ' 

- -V-^fK 

••'>]■ 'III- 

' V K, 

- .’r. 

: ^ 

• a'* 1 -* 

--■ ^njflfc 
dart 

' “ ^ Hrfn -3 . 


?:* ;:VK- 

*Ag3i« 

*• ■-'T y' 


•v. ; i 

■ v & 5 


;> •< f 

■^ii 


:"■’ V|in- d 


THE TIMES THURSDAY JUNE 26 1997 


SPORT 49 


Bath face 
tough test 
in Europe 

BATH have the hardest 
tusk of the English dub 
representatives ill the 
Ndncken Cup next season. 
If they are w progress as 
far as they did last year — 
only to the quarter-final 
stage — they must battle 
past both Brive. the hold¬ 
ers, and Pontypridd, the 
Welsh league champions. 

The European competi- 
tiun has been expanded to 
indude fire pools and the 
prize money has been al¬ 
most trebled, lu £400.000. 
However, there are still 
two places to be filled. 
Cardiff and Llanelli should 
be taking up the two other 
Welsh club vacancies, but 
their ongoing dispute with 
the Welsh Rughy Union 
may mean that they are 
thrown out. 

POOL MATCHES. Sap! 6-7: Pool A. 
if.reei v toLiouie. u<m:xi \ man 
Pod b. Senu ■ Aiaap;-. Uo;< « 
ClXMOU Pool C: Snv« »• BtfOCIS 
Por:/iadd ■ Bun Poo! D- Haiiequns 
,• f.fjqpar Bcmjiooli v vYaI» J Pool E: 

v Wafts 4 luv-.j v P;w 
Sopl 1S-M: Pool A; IXan v ToUouf-e. 
i. l-'tktci v leecuct Poo! B. Gk, v 
VijiCf. Sr#.VK£3 . UU!c[ Pool C' 
p.«H v BwtJeis: Bi'\e .■ Pom.pi-eV) 
Pool D: - * Mur.-ivt 

r Pool — p *>u V Wales 3. 

Cieao'sa v Trtv^o Sep! 20-21 Pool 
A: tjuU.u&o w LWsn 

U*9CT Pool B W«S* .- Uski 
0 .^iy ^a 4 'MWj Pool C SOKk-'S 
v PoorypnCM, B-;rr v Bit.* Pool D 
l.’.unsfci v BOUOiVl VVjifc-. J V 
Hartw'ft Pool E". WcsI-jl o v Tmm 
Pay v Catodor-a. Sepi 27-2B: Pool A - 
Tcukus* i Wan: L«c«s»r ■- Ueaifiti 
Pool B. Wasps v- GioiocA ut'o/ \ 
Sweraea Pool C: Efct&is v Baih 
Pom\jx«J v Brve Pool D: Munsiti * 
Wales 4: Booraom » Hafiaquos Pool 
EL- Wafts 3 w Pjj. Tteyrjo v Calfcoon-d 
Oc» 4-& Pool A; Ltertlcf v TouJou.c 
LciflSlet v MfljTl Pool B: Ulzte* v 
Wasps Swansea v Glasoow Pool C. 
Pijrlypnda v Bc-rttas 6nve * BalP 
Pool D. Bour^uin v Mu tesfn t-Uirtr- 
qiitns * Wales 4 Pool E Treviso v 
'.Votes 3; Caledonia v Poo Oct 11-12; 
Pool A: Tcuto<jso v Leansier Mtan v 
Leteesm Poo! B; Wasps, v Swansea. 
Glasgow 4r Ulsici Poof C: Borders v 
Bnve. Bath -J Ponivpddd Pool l> 
Munster u Hailaquno. Wales 4 v 
Eouroon Pool E: Wales 3 v Catedo 
rna feu » Treviso 




RUGBY UNION: SYMBOLIC LION LIKELY TO EARN JUST REWARD WITH PLACE ON WING 

Bentley setting new standards 


From David Hands, rugby corre.niindent 

IN DURBAN 


ALBtUVESEY 




ONE of the easiest rhings that 
I a sportsman can do is lu 
| assert, sometimes aggressive¬ 
ly. that he is not just there to 
make up the numhers. In the 
case of the British Isles leant in 
South Africa, where the num¬ 
bers are even more plentiful 
than normal, it has breome 
something nf a credo. No 
member of rite party accepts 
that he is consigned to the 
midweek XV — and of nntmdy 
has this proved more true than* 
John Bentley. 

Bentley has been one of the 
outstanding successes of this 
tour, proof positive that Fran 
Conon was right In pluck hint 
front the Newcastle wing and 
restore him to the representa¬ 
tive limelight. It is not only 
Bentley’s playing form, but 
also his entire demeanour that 
symbolises rhe narure of these 
Lions. 

The mature, matler-of-fact 
stance that Bentley, a former 
policeman from Cleckheafon. 
has- taken in public on issues 
fundamental io professional 
sportsmen has been iota fly 
admirable. If some of the 
younger Lions, particularly 
the English ones, learn from 
him. they will be hener com¬ 
petitors. both mentally and 
physically, as Bentley. 30. 
demonstrated on Tuesday 
night, when he scored three 
tries in the exhilarating 52-30 
demolition of Free State in 
Bloemfontein. 

Earlier this month. Bentley 
was replaced during rhe game 
with Northern Transvaal — 
the only defeat that the Lions 
have suffered so far — and he 
felt the slight deeply. That 
was. after all. a Saturday 
fixture and. seven days earlier, 
he had scored two fries in the 
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win over Western Ptw/nce, In 
the process, lie underwent a 
much-publicised spat with 
James Small, the South Africa 
wing, who accused Bentley of 
poking a finger in his eye in a 
tackle and then refused to 
exchange handshakes at Che 
game's end. 

In South Africa's percep¬ 
tion. Benlley had “out- 
psyched" rhe excitable Small 
and made himself a leading 
contender for international se¬ 
lection. but instead it was Alan 
Tait, another former rugby 
league player, who played in 
the contentious left-wing pos¬ 
ition during the international 
last Saturday in Cape Town. 

Now. however. Bentley's 
chance may have come, 
though not in rhe way that he 
would have wished. The Lions 
selectors will name today their 
XV to play South Africa in the 
second international here on 
Saturday and the groin injup' 
suffered by leuan Evans will 
create a vacancy on the right 
wing, Bentley’s favoured side. 
Had he been fit. Evans would 
certainly have played, but he 
is unlikely to take any further 
pan on rhis tour. 

Bentley would have wished 
to win his place on merit, but 
he also knows — none better, 
after nine gruelling years in 
rugby league — that injuries 
offer good players oppor¬ 
tunities. 

The Lions management will 
not confirm Evans's situation 
until today, but. when that 
happens, the way will be open 
for Bentley to make not only 
the international appearance 
that he craves but also to 
confirm the possibility that 
next month, nine years after 
winning his only two England 
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Game in crisis 
reaches point 
of no return 

Christopher Irvine counts the cost of 
British teams playing out of their league 






Bentley put his case for selection with a powerful all-round display against Free State 


caps, he could add a third, 
against Australia in Sydney. 

Bentley's willingness id take 
on opponents — to cut back 
inside because he knows that 
he does not hare blistering 
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finishing speed — may be 
regarded as a strength, now 
that his colleagues have learnt 
new patterns of play and the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
their colleagues. 

Bentley has benefited from 
the outstanding support play 
of the multi-national back row 
of Rob Wainwright. Neil Back 
and Eric Miller, hall-players 
to a man. yet who may go 
home without playing against 
South Africa. “The way the 
players played at Bloemfon¬ 
tein, you have to adjust 
and review performance lev¬ 
els. but we would be stupid 
not to regard Saturday’s 
first-test display as a tem¬ 
plate." Ian McGeechan. the 
coach, said. 

“You always hope on a 
Lions tour that the squad 
plays better than they have 
ever done, that they will go 
back home better players and 
rhen you cannot argue against 


the Lions concept. We are in 
that pleasant position." 

Such have been the stan¬ 
dards achieved, however, and 
such the camaraderie that few 
of the party will consider their 
tour to have been a failure 
should they nor appear in the 
internationals. 

Injuries excepted. Miller 
rated serious discussion for 
the No 8 berth held by Tim 
Rodber when the selectors 
chose their XV last night. His 
swift hands, as well as his 
explosive speed, are set 
against Rodber's greater expe¬ 
rience and strength in the 
tackle, but pace over the 
ground has been the key to the 
success of the 1997 Lions. Last 
week, in Cape Town, they 
played a more structured 
game. but. as McGeechan 
said, rhey seek to evolve week 
by week and the plan for 
Durban should differ. So. loo. 
could the personnel. 


T he world club champ¬ 
ionship. a wonderful 
idea in principle, has 
wreaked so much havoc in 
such a short time that it is 
difficult to see where the 
repair work begins and ends 
for rugby league in Britain. 

With more punishment in¬ 
evitably to be meted out by the 
Australasian Super League 

(ASL) sides, the harm and 

embarrassment could deepen 
before the competition ends in 
October. After three sobering 
weeks, the game has stark 
alternatives — to bury its bead 
back in the sand, or take (he 
‘no pain, no gain" route of 
meaningful change- in which 
case the world cliamplonship 
will hare served a useful 
purpose. 

The need for the Super 

League to be cut _ 

from 12 to ten. or 
even eight clubs is *97 \ 

self-evident So, 
too. vs cutting the jg gyj 
dead wood from 
the overseas quo- of thi 
la. in a reduction 
from six to two for cl 
players, to reverse ^ 
the neglect of " 
home-produced talent. There 
needs to be a pyramid struc¬ 
ture of development and an 
end to the pernicious promo¬ 
tion-relegation and transfer 
fee systems — root causes of 
dubs spending their way to 
oblivion. 

Long-term success hinges 
on junior development a 
scandalous failing in the fes¬ 
tering dispute between the 
professional and amateur 
governing bodies. 

This cannot continue — a 
proposed joint youth commis¬ 
sion is a step forward — 
unless the sport is so compla¬ 
cent that it can shrug off the 
beatings by southern-hemi¬ 
sphere sides, retreat back to its 
own little world and pretend 
the whole thing never 
happened. 

Retrenchment should not 
be a dirty word. London is a 
moderate success of the ex¬ 
pansionist agenda and a foot¬ 
hold in the capital is 
important for the sport's pro¬ 
file. but building from a 
position of strength, in the 
game's heartlands, is where 


‘27 losses 
is evidence 
of the need 
for change’ 


recovery can start It cannot in 
Bristol Leicester and Cardiff, 
where infrastructure is mini¬ 
mal. 

Twenty-seven losses and 
three wins in the first series of 
matches — two of the victories 
at the expense of an ordinary 
Perth side — is damning 
enough evidence of the need 
fur change. A Few one-off wins 
were expected, particularly 
from Bradford Bulls and St 
Helens, who lost each of their 
three home matches. Seven of 
the ten Australasian sides 
posted club record scores, 
while Halifax Blue Sox suf¬ 
fered their heaviest loss—76-0 
at Brisbane — and Wigan 
Warriors came within two 
points at Canberra of their 
wont defeat. 

If the post mortem does not 
make unpleasant 
enough rending. 
SSCS 'be crowd figures 
indicated a lack of 
[ence public stomach. 

both here and in 
llCCd Australia, for a 
plethora of pre- 
inae’ diclable outcomes. 
s The reverse fix¬ 
tures four weeks 
from now will require an 
extraordinarily hard sell and. 
above alt. evidence that the 
European contingent stands a 
better chance. 

John Ribot, one of the 
architects of rugby league's 
faded global vision, resigned 
yesterday as the Australasian 
Super League chief executive 
and hopes io head a new dub 
franchise in Melbourne. This 
week will also see whether 
Maurice Lindsay, his British 
counterpart, jumps horses to 
become chairman of the Tote, 
leaving behind an onerous 
job of reform. 

Rihot resigned as a charter 
for harmony between Rupert 
Murdoch's Super League and 
the Australian Rughy League 
(ARL) was announced yester¬ 
day. The ARL has resolved to 
work towards a single nat¬ 
ional competition by 1998. 

Eventual reunification, 
after a season of division, 
would unleash again the full 
might of Australian talent 
under one umbrella — yet 
more bad news for European 
clubs. 
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Power play 
rushing 
tennis to 
break point 

T lj 1 e e ^ p a , of ^ ||bRYANT’S|| 

don is one of the II 

traditional sounds of II II 


T he thump of scorch¬ 
ing aces at Wimble¬ 
don is one of the 
traditional sounds of 
summer. So. increasingly, is 
the chorus of complaints that 
the high-speed servers are 
ripping tennis apart. 

We have seen the graphite¬ 
armed, one-shot monsters re¬ 
ducing the game to a service 
shuot-oul this week as Greg 
Rusedski and Mark Philipp- 
oussis. the two fastest servers 
in tiie business, thrashed aces 
down in a ground-shuddering 
display of power tennis. 

Although the crowd went 
wild about Rusedski — and 
after all. in spite of his accent, 
he is British — there are many 
who know the sad truth: 
unless the game takes a seri¬ 
ous look at slowing down a bit. 
it will surely smash its way 
into ever-increasing boredom. 

Players today are notioeably 
stronger, bigger and more 
athletic than the champions of 
the past. They are sun- 
scorched giants with strange- 
sounding. central European 
names, who can smack out 
aces all day long. When you 
combine these specimens with 
rackets that make the wooden 
ones look prehistoric, you 
have a game that the languid 
Victorians, who devised 'ten¬ 
nis. would never recognise. 

To many, tennis began to 
die with the disappearance of 
the wooden racket. The metal 
rackets that crept into the 
game in the 1960s have 
evolved into powerful graphite 
weapons, complete with shock 
and vnbrarion-reducing han¬ 
dles and self-adjusting levels 
of stiffness. 

Anyone who believes that 
the world-record 142.3mph 
service, which has earned Phi- 
iippoussis the nickname 


EYE 


“Scud”, is the ultimate, should 
think again. In the past fort¬ 
night. as Che Wimbledon play¬ 
ers have warmed up. there has 
come a dire warning [and an 
implied challenge] from 
another racket sport about the 
ever advancing march of 
speed and technology. 

Tennis, despite its Scuds, is 
not even the fastest racket 
sport around. That honour 
goes to badminton. The an¬ 
nouncement came, not unex¬ 
pectedly. front the equipment 
manufacturers, who. with an 
eye firmly on the commercial 
potential, boast happily of 
injecting more power and 
speed into their game. 

Simon Archer, the British 
Olympic squad badminton 
player, smashed a shuttlecock 
at a recorded 162mph in 
a specially arranged game 
with Julian Robertson. Archer, 
the equipment manufacturer 
proudly reported, "plays with 
a Carlton Aerogear 900FX and 
used Aerogear 880 feather 
shuttles". Archer said: “I was 
confident f could break the 
tennis record, but I surprised 
myself by achieving speeds of 
over 160mph." Presumably, 
we can expect tennis to get out 
its radar guns and Dunlop to 
wind up its engineers to pro¬ 
duce something that will 
match the speed of badminton. 

Of course, you cannot stop 
the march of technology and 
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Speed merchants: Philippoussis delivers another scorching serve, but even he is left 
trailing by Archer, the badminton player, top left, who has hit a shuttlecock at 162mph 


those who hanker after a 
vanished golden age of wood¬ 
en rackets and endless rallies 
should remember that the 
Victorians were only able to 
develop lawn tennis as a 
garden game because of 
breakthroughs in technology. 

The first of these was the 
discovery in 1839 by Charles 
Goodyear of how to vulcanise 
rubber, which gave the game a 
ball that would bounce on 
grass. The second was the 
invention of the lawnmower. 
Without it, surfaces would 
have been unplayable. 


W hite the surfaces 
and the balls 
have changed tit¬ 
tle, however, 
Wimbledon's historic collec¬ 
tion of rackets in its museum is 
the evidence of how much the 
game has changed. Nostalgia 
for the days of the wooden 
racket is so strong that in the 
United States they even hold 
special tournaments where 
modem rackets are banned. 

The .Annual Woody Tourna¬ 
ment of Cape Cod was started 
three summers ago and insists 
on all-white outfits and all- 
wood rackets. Others, who real¬ 



ise that living in the past is not 
a realistic option, have sug¬ 
gested slowing down tennis by 
making the courts bigger, 
restricting players to one ser¬ 
vice, or even making double 
faults cost two points. Such 
solutions sound unlikely, but 
more serious consideration 
should be given to the specifi¬ 
cations of rackets and balls. 

Restrictions have had to be 
imposed in other sports. Base¬ 
ball banned the use of 
aluminium bats and in 1984, 
when Uwe Hohn, of East 
Germany, threatened the lives 
of spectators by hurling the 
javelin 10450 metres, athletics 
officials gulped and changed 
the specification of the javelin 
to make it fall shorter. 

Back in 1956, an imaginative 
Spaniard. Erausquin, emer¬ 
ged from obscurity at the age 
of 49 with a new way of 
throwing the javelin — discus 
style. He smashed the Spanish 
record and his technique was 
widely, if briefly, imitated 
before it was outlawed. 

In tennis, it would be quite 
possible to place a limit on the 
length, width, circumference 
and stiffness of the rackets 
used for Wimbledon and other 


SAILING 


Chill factor slows Edwards 

Bv Edward Gorman, sailing correspondent 


TRACEY' EDWARDS and her 
all-women crew on board the 
92ft catamaran. Royal & 
SunAlticncc . have " been 
forced to mount 24-hour ice¬ 
berg watches on the bow as 
the huge craft races eastwards 
at an average speed of 17.5 
knots in an attempt to break 
the mullihuli transatlantic 
record. 


After three days of sailing. 
Edwards has covered 1.264 
miles, with only medium- 
strength wind assistance, 
since setting off from New 
York on Sunday. This has left 
her slightly under the pace set 
by the record-holder for the 
trip. Serge Madec. of France, 
who completed the crossing in 
Jet Services V in just over six 


___ WORD-WATCHING . 

Answers from page 45 
A BRIN 

(b) A highly poisonous protetd contained in the jequiriiy bean 
fabnis preentorius). ".Messrs Warden and Waddell published in 
Calcutta during the present \rar a large number of observation* 
on the jcquinty poison, they haw proved that the active 
principle is a proteid — albrin — closely allied In native 
albumen.' 1 

FLOBERT 

(d A cartridge and a brcech-loading rifle. Eptmyms of 
Flobcrt. the French armourer (1SIM4). “The Flobert cartridge Ls 
notable as being an evolution of the percussion cap." 
COVEXTRATE 

(b) To bomb immsivdy. To devastate sections of (a city) by 
concentrated bombing.'such as that inflicted on Coventry in 
November 1940. The first of [he German “Baedeker" raids of 
mass destruction on touristy bat not strategic cities- From the 
German coventrienn. “German bombers made prolonged mass 
attacks on Coventry. And they invented the verb 'Id coventrate' to 
describe the indiscriminate mass murder of civilians.'' 
CHIPPEWA 

(b) A member of an Algonquian Indian people found in die 
Great Lakes region. A by-form of Ojihina, “The guttural 
ejaculations of the Chippewas who came to her door." 
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days and 13 hours. Yesterday. 
Edwards disclosed that she 
had to slow' the boat slightly 
on Tuesday evening because 
of icebergs and smaller 
growlers — lumps of ice — 
abuul 230 miles east south¬ 
east of St John's. New¬ 
foundland. 

She said fhar after each of 
tiie crew had completed a 
watch, the member then 
spent nnc hour on the bow 
looking for lumps of ice, some 
of which were too small w 
show up on radar. 

“Tiie safety of ni> boiit and 
crew cumes above ail else 
and. as everyone knows, to 
beat a record, first you have to 
finish," Edwards said. 

During the night, rhe 
women were un the how in 
pairs, using night-vision 
glasses us the catamaran 
readied speeds of up lo 27 
knots. "The bow is not a 
pleasant place to he in freering 
conditions with waves coming 
over you at regular intervals. 
Everyone is drenched to the 
skin." Edwards said. 

According to Ed Danhy, 
the project manager, the boat 
is standing up well to the 
rigours of the record attempt, 
apart from a leak in the 
centre-board casing in the 
galley that one of the crew. 
Lisa Charles from Rhode 
Island, has managed to stem 
with a running repair. 

He said lighter airs yester¬ 
day sltould be replaced by 
stronger conditions today, 
which will Irefp to speed 
Edwards on inwards the fin¬ 
ish line off the Lizard Point on 
the. southern coasl of 
Cornwall. 

In order to break the 
record. Royal P SunAUiana 
newls io cross the line before 
12.30am un Sunday. 


Watchdog: Value Fdr Money 
BBCl, 7pm 

The BBC dearly perceives it has a winner with the 
Watchdog formula, for as one;spih*off, Weekend 
Watchdog, leaves the schedules, another one 
returns, weekend Watchdog sot its - Knuckles 
rapped recently over coverage of allegedly dodgy 
holidays but no complaints have attached to 
Watchdog’s shopping programme, presorted as 
before by Vanessa Fettz ana Chris Choi- Tonight's 
programme is nothing if not packed. Katrina, the 
Eurovision Song Contest victor, asks whether 
market stall clothes can compete with the designer 
label look. Garth Crooks and Scorpio from 
Gladiators look at sports footwear and Anne 
McKevitt of Home Front considers how far 
improvements add value to a house. Choi’S item, 

; vrtuchseems to have strayed in from another show, 
is aboutmaldng money out. of comedy. - • ••- 

Health Alert 

Channel 4,8pm 

We have heard it enough times, .diat’heart'disease 

is the main teller of men in Britain; We knowthat.it. 
tends to be brought on by bad habits such os 
smoking and Jack of exercise. But Shahnaz Pokra- 
vaifs report. rounding off ah informative series, 
suggests that the propaganda is not hitting home. 
Peter, who is 46, has been admitted to hospital with 
a heart attack. Perhaps it is no wonder because he 
weighs 18 stone, smokes and takes no regular 
exercise. With a young family he is determined to 
mend his ways. The Blm follows hinr through a 
rehabilitation programme and his attempts to 
fareo cigarettes and fry-ups. Women Are even less 
fit man men. One survey found that only two in.ten 
do enough exercise. We meet a research scientist 
who says he can get them to change their ways. 

Fishers of Galilee 
Channel 4.8JOpm 

The Sea of Galilee provides rich materia] for the 
wildlife film-maker and.; Malcolm Fenny’s 
splendidly-photographed documentary does not 
disappoint. Much of the time Pbnny is content to 
remind us or the unchanging rituals, from fishing 
methods that have not changed since the time, of 
Jesus to the seasonal interaction of birdlife and the 
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Vanessa Feltz at large (BBCl. 7pm) - 

fish that provideniu* ^^h.fdqd- But jiJSEasg 
marvel at footage-of birds, mating, ana c ^ u rf 
Stid^ig. Pamy^rings his iheme ri^m^ 
late 2M century. To sustain the wiWUfe hum^ 
.fishing of..the lake is strictly controUoJ.™ 
increasing'' numbers " of ..'holidaymakers are 
disturbing the birds. Pollution is ahazard andso* 
a drop in the water lew! caused by 
evaporation and low rainfall. Moitxn'CT. 
provides Israel with nearly half ° r ,ts f 
water as well as irrigating large areas .ot aesep. 

We Are Not Alone: Alien Hunters 
77V, 10.40pm (Scotland and Ireland llpm) 

Yet another documentary 
encounters with the alien kind, but this time we 
bear less about sightings of strange things in ne 
sky and more about scientific efforts to establish 
rhat there is fife beyond our planet Not that the 
evidence is any more conclusive,. But at ks«t: 
science is-coming up-with the right tools. Tne- 
Hubble space rdescope may one day bring <xrvun- 
uiharo murh hn< hfra sdeculsRoti and-Wnen tne • 


DUBUIg UIC urn u»c,t u Iin.nu.mi, —- —, , 

notice. But the film still relies.on material of the_ 
non-srientific kindrsuch as photographs of a supp¬ 
osed humanoid alien taken by a .couple in Arizona. 
And the last words belong not to scientists nur to , 
Raymond Massey and are taken from the science 
fiction film Things lb Come. - ..-.Peter Waymart 


RADIO CHOICE 


grass-court championships, it 
might put some badly-needed 
creativity and skill back into 
the game. 

Similarly, there is a lot of 
variety in the balls used in 
tennis. Some are heavier than 
others, some have more felt 
and move more slowly. Wim¬ 
bledon could try using a ball 
that is slightly heavier than 
usual or experiment with a 
little less air pressure. 

The truth about tennis is 
that in the future, the twin 
advances in physical strength 
and technology will have to be 
controlled if they are not to 
destroy the game. Hie court 
the net and the rules are still 
exactly as the Victorian found¬ 
ing fathers determined that 
they should be, but the combi¬ 
nation of modem rackets and 
the physique of players has 
tom the game from its gra¬ 
cious Victorian frame. 

Each June, we have the 
terrifying prospect of even 
faster serves and fewer rallies. 
Somewhere above the unre¬ 
lenting thud of the Scud must 
be heard rhe cries of those who 
weep for the game. 

John Bryant 


The Female Ghost 
Radio 4.10am (FM only) 
i am not entirely dear why a new series of ghost 
stories should nave Id be angled towards women, 
but l had better be careful what I say or my words 
could come back to haunt me. My own reconeafori 
of ghost stories is that they all seem to focus on 
women in one way or another, either using a 
female ghost or having a wide-eyed “helpless 
female" archetype at the centre of the story. But 
The Female Ghost promises something more 
sophisticated, not least because all four stories in 
the series are by women writers. The first is Mary 
Braddon's The Cold Embrace, which deals with 
the consequences of infidelity. All four stories in foe 
series have been dramatised by Christopher 
Hawes and the director is Marion Nancarnow. 


7.00am Mask RadcUKe 900 Simon Mayo 1Z.0Q Jo VAxfey 
200pm Nicky Campbell 4.00 Kevin Greening 6.15 Nevsbeal 
6 30 Glaslnnbuiy 97 Uve 8-30 Movie Update <L40 
Gla&Kwbujy/John Peel 1030 May Anna Hobbs 1-OOam Cart 
Cox AOOom Dave Pesos * 


S.00am Ate* Lester 7 JO Sarah Kjennody9 M Kan Bruce 1^1 -30 
Jimmy Young J.30pm Debtae ThmVBr 3.00 Ed Stewart 5.06 
CTms 3>fie 7.00 David Allan's Country CtUb 8.00 Paul Jones 
9.00 Dionne Warwick —The Catebnty Soul Show 9J30'Tf»-. 
What tt Show 10.00 Shefey (6/6) 10.30 Richard AStnson 
1205am Steve Madden 3.00 Charles Move 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


5.00am Morning Reports «L00 The Breakfast Programme 9J10 
The Magazine 1200 Midday *wth Mat 1.30pm Wimbledon 07 
Coverage ot day lour 8.00 David Gower's Crtcket WeeUy 
Includes coverage ot the day-night game at the Oval between 
Surrey and Nortmg h amstire 9.00 Inside Edge wtth Rob Bonnet 
10.00 News Tan, 11.00 News Etora 1200 Alter Hours with 
Vincent Hanna 200am Up All Night wfth Rhod Sharp Inductee 
Update USA 


Another String 
Radio 4.8.45pm 

This series, about the secondary interests of people 
■ famous in another field is proving a.'greai suc cess ' 
and tonight’s Is a 1 particularly good example. Nidtt 
Darke is a prolific playwright whose work isy 
performed by foe Royal Shakespeare Company-' 
and at foe National Theatre but he is also a 
fisherman, not least because wealth and the.; 
playwright are mostly strangers. Darke has a 
small boat on. the north coast of Cornwall and he 
puts to sea, year round, riot just to make money but - 

alsi) because foe sea is in foe bloodr he was boro in 
the house where h'e now fives with his family, 
Darke uses the Cornish names for the coves along 
the coast, believing.; foal unless tradition ~is • 
exercised itrwill die. : "" Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


Ail dmes m BSTT. News on the how. &0Darh &ao 

Europe 7.15 World Today 730 Meridian Bobte &15, Oft .the 
Shalt 830 CornpOaar ot 'the Month 9.10 feiisp lor Thou^tf . .. 
9.1&Turning a Turn 930 Hot New GounSfy KLOS Buslrwi^ 
10.15 Dying Ndes 1030 BBC English 1045 Sport 1130 
Discovery 1230pm Bom a Gut1245F.-O.CXCrTilS Business " 
1.1&Bntan130.Ftecord News IAS Sport 200Nawshour336^ 
Outlook 330 WlmblBdon A05 Spans RoOntiflj4.ia : Turrina» : 
Tuna 430 News in German 5.00 Europe 530 Business 5 j 05 
Britain S3G Business 8.15 World Today630 News in Goman 
845 Sport 730 Assignment 8.01 Outlook 835 Pause lor '■ 
Thought 830John Peef 930 Ifewstuur 1035 Business 1215 
Britan 1030 Meridian Books 1130 World Today ll.45 Sport 
1205am Outlook 1230 Vintage Chan Show 130 Turrwtg a 
Tune 1^5 Brttan 230 The Works 330 Focus on Path 4.05 
Business4.15Sport430Europe . . ... 


CLASSIC FM 


430am Marts Griffiths 6.00 Alan Mann 9.00 Henry Ke9y 
iJOQpm Conoarto 330 Jarrte Crick TjOO NewonigW 730 
Sonata. Haydn (Kayboard Sonata No 38 6r P major) 8.00 
Everwig Concert Includes Rossini (The Barber ol SevfflB. 
Qwwrel, Brian Eaadale (The Bed Shoes Bate). Mozart 
(Clarinet Concerto in A mmor): Mussorgsky (A Nrght ort the." 
Bare Mountain) IOjOO Wchael Mappm 230om Concerto ir). 


TALK RADIO | 

Si VIRGIN RADIO | 

5.00am Chrei Ashley and Sandy Warr 730 Paul Bobs 200 
Scoil Chisholm 1200 Lorraine Kelly 230pm Tommy Boyd 
4.00 Peter Dee ley 730 Anna Raeburn 030 James Whale 
1.00am tan Collins 

. 630>m Russ 'n' Jono's Breaktasl in Hong Kong 1030 
Graham Dene 1.00pm Jeremy Clark 430 Nicky Home 630 
Paul Coyle (FM),-Robin Banks (AM) 1030 Mark Forrest 
230am Richard Porter 

RADIO 3 | 


6.00am On Air, with Andrew McGroqor. Includes Bruch 
(String Qutntel in A mror); Copland (Appalachian 
iiprinq), ScartaTti (Sonata in D); Haydn (Symphony 
No 5(S in C). Weber (Overture: Abu Hassanj; 
Nielsen (Symphony No A. Inetfinguishable) 

9.00 Morning Collection, with Peter Hobday. Includes 
Arriaqa lOvenure: The Happy Slaves): Sibelius 
(Incidental music, Kuotema): Ernst (Variations on 
The Last Rose of Summer]: Prokofiev (Suite. 
Lieutenant Kr|a) 

10.00 Musical Encounters, with Andrew Lyle Includes 
Honegger (Pacific 331): Ersler (An die Klemen 
Radioapparat): Weill (String Quale! No 1). Sling 
(The Seael Marriage): Siephen Montague 
(Snakebite); Gade (EJverskud, part 3). Webem 
(Passacaglra Op 1). Bach, orch Webem (Ricercar 
a 6. Musical i^ffennq. BWV1079); Bach (Molet: 
Smget dem Herm); Berg (Die Nai^itigall. 
Traumgekjonl; Lioberxide. Sommertagoj 

1200 Composer of the Week: Paris 1750 

1.00pm Vintage Verdi. Pietluigi Peliobelli drioctor ol 
Italy's Naiional inslituto ol Verdi Stutfes, plays a 
selection irom the Inclilutc's collection ol Verdi on 
ck«- and talks to Piem Burton-Page about the 
performances 

200 To Johannes Brahms. Fealuiing music by 

Brahms and works dedicated ta hen by h£-friends 
and admirers Gould Trio Lucy Gould, violin. 

Martin Storey, cello. Grelel DowtecweU. piano 
R*crt Fuchs (Piano Trio in C. Op 32|. Brahms 
(Piano Too in B. Op at 

3.15 Ulster Orchestra, under Andrew MogreVg. 

DvoFah (Legend In G minor. Op 59 No 3|. Bax 
(Sumnvr Mijsicl. Fibich (Symphony No 1 in Fj 

4.15 Ensemble, wiih Penny Gora viv Mclcan, piano 
Includes Beethoven (Pimo Sonala m C minor. Op 


535am Shipping Forecast (LW) 6.00 News Bnetlng 
6.10 Farming T-xi-iy 635 Prayer lor the Day 630 
Today, includes Thoutjhr for the Day 8.40 
Ycctaid3y m Parliament 258 Weottwr 
9.00 News 9.0S Face the Fdcts. with John Wate (rj 
9.30 RelaUvety Speaking. Esther Rarufcn and her 
mother. Kjthc-rlne. talk about Ihdr personai 
idalionrhip (3/4) 

10.00 News; The Female Ghost (FM). See Choice. 

With Slnphanm Turner and Jonathan Firth 
10.00 Daity Service (LW) 10.15 on This Day (LW) 
1030 Woman's Hour, with Jenro Murray, inctude* an 
Interview with the actress Potty James 
1130 From Our Own Correspondent New; from BBC 
teportc-ts around the world 
1200 News; You and Yours. Consumer news and 
current affairs with Mark Whittaker 
1225pm The Heritage Quiz. In the second at six 

programme.-.. Sue MacGregor invites Christopher 
Cook, Ftasm MacAutey, Philipe Gregory and 
Malm WiMnwrighi fo test thou knowtodge of 
Britain's cultural heritage 
1.00 Tho World at OM, with Nick Oarko 
1.40 The Archers Irt 13S SWppmq Forecasl 
200 News; Thursday Afternoon fray: The Bounty 
Hunter, by Taniku Gupta The Bajnhy Hunter 
rounds up lunaway Aslan women and deuverc 
them Kad< to Iheb homos, regardless ol their 
domcv.tnr ntrcumsUinces With Rehan Sheikh and 
flu Abbaoi 

200 News; The Afternoon Shift, with Daire Brehvi 
und rjuec-ls 

4.00 News 4.05 Kaleidoscope. Paul Allen reviews 
Joan Gcnej s play The Maids, with Nramh Cusack 
and Kpuv Po». aid hsote b book, oi photo¬ 
graphy (hat captures the essence of carta! Me 


13, Palhetrque): Chopin (Polonaise-Fantasy in A ■ 
»at. Op 61 j: Ravel iSonaHne) (r) 

5.00 The Mutic Machine, with Verity Sharp 
5.15 In Tuna, with Humphrey Carpenter, irve from the 
Jubilee Hall. Akfeburgh The. Brindisi Quartet. 
Schubert (Impromptu in F minor, D335. No 1) 

6.15 Imogen Cooper, piano. Brahms (Stririg - 
Quartet No 2 In A minor. Op 51 No 2) 

730 London Symphony Orchestra, under Cc4in 
Davis. Radu Lupu. piano. Heflevi Marfinpelto. . . 
soprano. Karl Magnus Fradrikskm, baritone, 
London Symphony Chorus. Mozart (Piano 
Concerto No 24 m C minor; K491) 835 Layton on 
Kultarvci Robert Layton discusses the background 
to the Kuliervo Symphony 8L20 Concert part two 
Sibelius (Kuliervo Symptwny) 

930 Give a Dog a Bad Name. David Owen Norris 
defends the musical reputation of Antonio Salieri, 
once described as the man vrho muitlered 
Mozart ' (3 m i 

10.00 Music Restored. An (fra v Manas introduces a 
concert bv Ihe Revolutionary Drawing Room 
„ Mendelssohn (Teenage Octet m E Hat. Op 20\ - 

10.45 Night Waves. Tony Palmer reviews A Book oi 
Memories the tales rwej from the Hunoahan 
writer Peter Nadas • 

j’-?9 Co, r ,po ** f o* Week; Paul Patterson (r) 
1230am Jazz Notes. Campbell Bumap ininjduces 
, __ highhghli from the 1997 EBU Jazz Festival 
130 Through the Night, with Donald MacJeod 
Inductee 1.00 Choral Evensong from Uandati 
i-aihecfrai (r; 2.00 Moscow Qua riel Strauss . 

J S> - Nurw Leal (To Mahler): 
(p * an0 °^ artef ,r1 A minor. Op 
S'***^ 3llan j?®? 03 - P»ano Bartok (For 
CtuVIren. Book 4) 530 Sequence 


d ‘ aS | lr ® ,ta 'ng Eggs, by Penefopg 

5 00 hy s, -? an CccfrsorT 

IS ® ac!3ffi, Fl,,srasl! 

6- 30 third ot a five-part 

cwneay draria by Fmtan Covle and Tom Mlfe 

a 15 M ena* P«nt and 

J 7.05 The Archeia 

7- 20 ,he ol 6D> radio trographies 

*» o' a public 

8.45 Another nWnfi ! ary union 

10.00 The World TonlqhL v^ith luivw i nn. .. 

10,45 Book at . 


four-part oon-fT 'ne last ol a 

EmmacS^ y . °V Carol Notfe.Wifh 
11.30 Ad Lib Jarte WhittensKsw 

-«rws if ■* lfSf in a SK-part 

11^ Today W , 

™ 5ffl" Araunc!,j p c * ^•» 

1.00 As World Service. • 
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THE TIMES THURSDAY JUNE 26 1997 


TELEVISION 51 


Carol peels off in the interests of science 


A s Carol Vorderman’s new 
gizmo show Hot Gadgets 
(BBCI) reminds you, some 
technological breakthroughs leave 
you in awe of man’s ingenuity. 
Who would have believed that, in 
the space of just a few years, 
scientists would have been able to 
prove that if really is possible tn 
pur Carol Vorderman on every 
television channel simultaneously? 

Having injected her brains-and- 
bust combo imo Channel 4’s 
Countdown, BBCI's midweek Nat¬ 
ional Lottery programme. BBC2*s 
Computers Don't Bite and. only 
last week. ITV’s Testing ... Test- 
ing, Vorderman will presumably 
be hosting a pseudo-science show 
on Channel 5 as soon as she has 
enough spare time to paint fuzzy 
lines across her face to match the 
current Channel 5 cosmetic livery. 

“Welcome to Hoi Gadgets ." 
gushed the ex-Tomorrow's World 
presenter, firing the words like 
Exceets through her portcullis of 


while teeth, “the new show which 
tests the world’s fahbest gadgets 
and gizmos. Whether they get you 
fit. save you lime or they’re just for 
fun. there’s no gadget too big or 
too small, too cheap or too flashy 
for us. We love gadgets.” 

To give viewers a flavour of 
what to expect, Carol was waving a 
shark-shaped cookie jar at us: ir 
plays Jaws-style music when you 
open it. Stops greedy people raid¬ 
ing the biscuit rations. Throughout 
this scene and. in fact, most of the 
show. Vorderman was grinning 
continuously bur nervously. Either 
she had just swallowed some state- 
of-the-art drugs, or she felt embar¬ 
rassed about descending from 
Tomorrow’s World to Tomorrow’s 
Abandoned Christmas Present. 
She had the air of someone 
handling the whole thing with a 
pair or tongs, which only stood out 
so much because she is usually 
such a polished presenter. 

To expand a show with three 


minutes' worth of content to a half* 
hour slot, a studio audience deliv¬ 
ers its verdict on each gadget by 
responding to Carol’s new 
calchphrase bark of "Is it hot. or is 
it nor?". There are also three 
gadgei testers. They have no 
specialist scientific skills and 
appear to be just like any oilier 
inquisitive, open-minded mem¬ 
bers of the general public, apart 
from the fact that they are willing 
to behave like orang-utans when¬ 
ever requested by the director. 


REVIEW ! 

M 

Joe 

Joseph 

1 • 


W hen one tester. James, a 
Birmingham student, 
rode a motorised scooter 
around campus, he reported that 
“it’s certainly turning heads” Yes, 
James. That's because die other 
students were wondering: “Hey. 
who’s the vvally?" 

Other new' gadgets tested were 
the Kitchen Assistant (essentially a 
£200 electronic recipe book), a 
L\500 massage chair (which has 


actually been on the market for 
several years), and a hand-held 
global positioning system, a sort of 
A-to-Z for people'who cannot read 
simple maps or are loo shy to ask 
passers-by for directions. 

Each week (five more to come) 
we get to peek into the home of a 
gizmo-crazy “celebrity”. This week 
it was the magician Paul Daniels. 
His trove of gadgets included one 
of those umbrellas that come with 


a headband instead of a handle, 
and which you wear like a hat. 
“You look steeiwpid." squeaked 
Paul chirpily. “but you don’t gel 
wet.” This is not such a problem 
for Paul Daniels as it is for most 
people, because he looks 
steeyoopid even when not wearing 
his hat-umbrella. 

The weirdest moment came 
when Vorderman was unveiling 
her mystery “old gadget of the 
week”. The audience was given a 
chance to guess what it was for. 
but Tailed. It was a sort of lathe 
with 3 blade attached. It turned out 
to be an apple peeler by turning a 
handle, it began to take off the 
apple peel in one continuous half- 
inch coil, which Ms Vorderman 
then pulled tenderly and held our 
for all to admire. The weird bit is 
that this elongated fhiit-peel image 
is identical to the one used by 
Durex (only with a phallically 
extended orange peel instead of an 
apple) to advertise its oranse- 


fl a vou red condoms. Well, viewers 
— is this saucy view of Carol 
Vorderman hot, or is it not? 


I n Firefighters (BBCI), Liver¬ 
pool’s Red Wardi crew were 
fed up because they were not 
hot enough. They keep missing the 
big action. “You’ve been working 
all day,” moaned one member over 
an after-work pint, "and you’ve 
been going to false alarms, abso¬ 
lutely nothing, calls from Suds in 
phone boxes. You knock off at six 
o’clock and yuu hear on the news 
at seven that someone’s got a big 
job — well, rharis f rust raring.” 
These are good men. so they must 
fed awkward knowing that the 
quieter their workload, the happi¬ 
er everyone around them must be. 

Doreen Earl's wellbeing is also 
at odds with that of her commun¬ 
ity. Doreen's idea of a fun gizmo is 
an excavator, which she needs to 
expand her quarry in the Peak 
District. This does nor please all 


her neighbours. It is the newcom¬ 
ers who object. The locals regard 
quarrying as a legitimate local 
activity stretching back centuries. 
Quarry Queen, the latest in 
BBC2’s three-week United King¬ 
dom! season of snapshots from 
around the country, offered a 
glimpse of how hostility between 
neighbours in idyllic countryside 
can run deeper than a coal seam. 

Why cannot Doreen's misty- 
eyed neighbours understand That 
hers is an ancient rural trade, and 
if that means ruining their view of 
those hills, that’s tough? “At the 
moment.” Doreen sigh's, “we seem 
to he a nation of complainers.” 

Like any good snapshot Quarry 
Queen shows you a scene, but ir is 
left up to you to look closely and 
make what you will of what you 
can see on rhe horizon. Scenery- 
wise. I see a hill on a horizon and 1 
can take it or leave it. A picture of 
Carol Vorderman peeling fruit — 
now ihar's what 1 call a view. 


m 


BBC2 

1 

HTV 

1 

CENTRAL 


CHANNEL 4 

1 

CHANNEL 5 


6.00am Business Breakfast (44591) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (T) (65) 

9.00 Breakfast News Extra (T) (5235268) 
9.20 Cheggers’ Challenge Keith's makeover 
masters translorm a bathroom (3147152) 
9.45 KUroy (9608539) 

10.30 Ready, Steady, Cook (83369) 

11.00 News (Tl (2752201) 

11.05 Real Rooms Simon Biagi and the team 
get to work on a bedroom tn a respite 
cars home. Iran&foiming it completely so 
that it can be used by children with 
special needs (7669201) 

11.30 The Great Escape (1688) 

12.00 News (T) Regional News and weather 
(1229626) 

12.05pm Call My Bluff Alan Coren and Sandi 
Toksvig lead the teams in the obscure 
words quiz (5421930) 

12J5 Neighbours (4292046) 

1.00 One O’clock News (35572) 

1 JO Regional News (15356317) 

1.40 Wimbledon 97 Further coverage from 
the second round at the singles 
competitions at the All England Club, 
introduced by Desmond Lynam. John 
Barrett heads the commentary team 
(99696930) 

4.10 Pbsmo (6809133) 4.15 The New Yoqi 
Bear Show (6808404) 4JO Julia Jekyll 
and Harriet Hyde (5072046J 4.35 Return 
to Jupiter (6587626) 

5.00 Newsround (8209539) 

5.10 The Btz (7959442) 

5J5 Neighbours Romance is in the air for 
Ruth and Phil (r) (543775) 

6.00 Six O’Clocfc News (201) 

6.30 Regional News (881) 

7.00 [riQrik*~\ Watchdog: Value for Money 
i Vanessa Feta finds out 


whether expensive home improvements 
really make a difference to a house's 
value (3688) 

7.30 EastEndere H is the day of Watford's big 
athiettc challenge (715) 

8.00 Crime Beat Martyn Lawis examines 
schools’ efforts to improve security since 
the massacre at Dunblane and the 
murder ol head teacher Philip Lawrence 
(2336) 

8 JO Airport It is crisis management every 
day. but the Heathrow staff try to keep 
smBrng when an Aeroflot flight is 
grounded (4171) 

9.00 »na O'Cloek News (3423) 

9.30 The Jasper Carrott Trial (104220) 
10.35 The Temp (1903) with Lara Flynn Boyle 

| and Timothy Hutton. Boyle embarks on a 
I campaign of murder and intimidation to 
win a htgti-powered position inside a 
bakery company. Directed by Tom 
Holland (8591607) 

12.05am The Winchester Conspiracy (1990) 

m Starring Gerald Kennedy, Terry GiH. 
Frankie J. Holden and Roderick Williams. 
Fact-based drama about a secret 
operation mounted by the Australian 
federal and New South Wales police 
forces and the mafia to grow and 
distribute St 4 millton worth ol marijuana 
Deeded by Ken Cameron (2175927) 
1.35 Weather (6387640) 


VkhoPfus* and the Video MusCodm 
The numbers now to eseh TV programme 
feting are VWeo PtusCode™ numbers, which 
allow you to programme your video recorder 


snow you to programme your video recorder 
instantly with b VTdeoPk»s+" , handset Tap In 
the Video PtusCode tor the programme you 


wish to record. VkteopfuE+- C). I 
and Video Programmer are trademarks 
GemsJar Development Ltd. 


6.00am Open University: The Mammalian 
Kidney (3823978) 6J25 Scaling the Sail 
Barrier (3835713) 6.50 Designs for Living 
(7836442) 7.15 See Hear Breaktasi News 
(1545423) 

7 JO Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles 

(6460317) 7.55 Blue Peter (2652978) 
8.20 Charlie Chalk (3269305) 8-35 The 
Record (2202794) 

9.00 Yesterday at Wimbledon (74220) 10.00 
Teletubbies (29423) 1&30 Face to Face. 
Paul Eddington (1696268) 11.10 Fay 
Presto illusions ol Grandeur (3804442) 
11.50 Johnson and Friends (6439201) 
12.00 Wimbledon 97 Desmond Lynam and 
Sue Barker present action (ram the fourth 
afternoon in SW19. Weather permitting, 
both the men's and women's singles 
should now be approaching the 
conclusion ol the second-round stage. 
The commentating team Includes John 
Barrett. John Alexander, Chris Bafiey, Pat 
Cash and Mark Cox. Includes 3.00pm 
and 3.55 News regional news and 
weather (3544881) 

8.28 UK Image (408404) 

8.30 Tracks Otlbeal guide to the countryside 
Ray Mears rustles up a feast on the 
beach and Pete McCarthy examines the 
history of the anorak (2713) 



Jo laments his loss of freedom (9pm) 


9.00 This Life Drama about five young law 
graduates Jo (Steve John Shepherd) is 
depressed at the thought that Kira may 
be pregnant and Milty throws caution to 
the wind when Egg accuses her of being 
boring (935591) 

9.40 Today at Wimbledon Second-round 
highlights from the All England Club, plus 
the rest of the news from day four in 
SW19. With Sue Barker (436171) 

1(133 Video Nation Hong Kong Shorts 
(324930) 

10.35 Newsnight (897688) 

11.20 Awaking the Bells Composer Tan Dun 
records hla new work Symphony 1997, to 
celebrate the reimification of Hong Kong 
with China With the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic Orchestra (430065) 

11.50 Video Nation Hong Kong Shorts 
(453201) 

12.00 The Midnight Hour Late-night political 
discussion about issues raised in 
Parliament (92992) 

12-30am Learning Zone: Open University: 
Clayoquot Sound — the Final Cut? 

(79553) 

1.00 Healthy Futures: Whose Views 
Count? (62850) 

1.30 Yes, We Never Soy No (50669) 

2.00 FFTV: Communications and the 
Media (69485) 

4.00 Languages Teaching Languages 

(12737) 

5.00 The Small Business Programme/20 
Steps to Better Management (30973) 


6.00am GMTV (9007355) 

9.25 Supermarket Sweep (r) (T) (315517i) 
9.55 Regional News (T) (4849404) 

10.00 The Time, the Place (23249 1 
10.30 This Morning 0) (65293084) 

1220pm Regional News (7) (1218510) 

1230 News (T) and weather (4211171) 

12-55 A Country Practice (4296862) 

1.25 Home and Away (T) (90499133) 

1.50 If s a VeTs Life (r) (T) (31860688) 

2.20 Winnetka Road (T) (5873064) 

3.20 News (T) (3471268) 

3.25 Regional News (T) (3470539) 

330 The RLddlers (r) (3281626) 3^0 

Wizadora (r) (6813336) 330 Rupert and 
the Jofly Roger 4.15 Transylvania Pet 
Shop (T) 4.40 Matt's Millions (T) 

5.10 Shortland Street (8196336) 

530 News fO and weather (719881) 

6.00 Home and Away Rebecca offers Travis a 
shoulder lo cry on (560978) 

635 Central News (578997) 

635 Lifeline (424997) 

7.00 Emmerdale (1084) 

730 3-D Presenter Julia Somerville follows six 
couples as they attend a weekend 
marriage guidance course (T) (133) 

830 The BUI: Rent When a young busker is 
hit by a car, at first it looks like an 
accident Unfortunately. Boyden and 
Keane's inquiries lead them up some 
frustrating blind alleys (T) (7404) 



Sam knocks down a boy (830pm) 


8.30 Bliss: A Far Cry Louise returns from 
university for a lest to see whether she is 
likely to develop the disease which killed 
her mother. Bliss knacks down a boy who 
ran out in front ol his car, but his attempts 
lo make amends are thwarted by the 
youngster's strangely uncooperative 
mother (11572) 

10.00 News (T) and weather (85688) 

1030 Regional News (T) and weather 
(755733) 

10.40 Crimestoppers Special (175978) 

11.15 We Are Not Alone: Alien 


Hunters The second of two 


programmes about the possibility ol the 
existence ol alien life searches lor prooi 
thal we are not alone in the Universe (T) 
(641510) 

12.15 Wacky Weekly World News (8057534) 
12.40 In Bed with MeDfnner (9641058) 

1.10 Funny Business (1306737) 

IJW Cyber Cate (1952553) 

2.10 Late and Loud (6189669) 

335 3-D (37285350) 

335 The Good Sex Guide Late (9058447) 
430 The Time, the Place (21669) 

5.00 Garden Calendar (69331) 

530 News (97447) 


As HTV West except 

12.55pm-1.25 A Country Practice (4296862) 
5.10-5.40 Shortland Street (8196336) 

635 Central News (573997) 

1030 We Are Not Alone (363046) 

11.40 New York News (742152) 

1235am Funny Business {92534} 

1.15 Planet Rock Profiles (99447) 

135 Club Nation (8186824) 

230 The Loop (2196669) 

3.05 Late and Loud (1285973) 

4.00 Central JoMnder *97 (3216244) 

530 Asian Eye (4992805) 


WESTCOUNTKY 


As HTV West except 
1235 Home and Away (5415959) 
130-1.50 Emmerdale (23765046) 
5.10-5^40 Home and Away (8196336) 
6.00-7.00 Westcountry Live (12220) 

10.40 We Are Nat Alone (363046) 

11.40 New York News (222510) 


JiEBIDIAN 


As HTV West except 
5.10-5.40 Home and Away (8196336) 

6.00 Meridian Tonight (997) 

639 Pollen Count (446959) 

630-7.00 Grass Roots (249) 

1039 Pollen Count (695959) 

10.40 We Are Not Alone (363046) 

11.40 Star Wars Trilogy: The Magic and the 
Mystery (222510) 




ANGIN¬ 


AS HTV West except 
1235-135 A Country Practice (4296862) 
5.10-5.40 Shortland Street (8106336) 
635 Anglia News (578997) 

10.40 We Are Not Alone (363046) 

11.40 The Rood Show (222268) 

12.10am Short Story Cinema (8454602) 


S4C 


Starts: 6.00am Sesame Street (37201) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (58423) 

9.00 Bewitched (95065) 

930 Him: About Mrs Leslie (62861688) 
1135 Boogie Doodle (1284317) 

1130 SpringhUI (7626) 

12.00 House to House (75201) 

1230pm Rickl Lake (35171) 

1.00 Slot MeMhrin (10907607) 

1.15 Wfl Cwac Cwac (10995862) 

130 Rim: Little Old New York (45076249) 
330 Gustav Looks for a Job (3453862) 
330 Here’s One I Made Earlier (355) 

4.00 Fifteen-to-One (862) 

430 Absolutely Animals (666) 

5.00 5 Pump (9862) 

530 Countdown (626) 

6.00 Newyddton (184607) 

6.05 Heno (571084) 

635 Jacyny Bocs (453249) 

7.00 Robot y Cwm (681355) 

735 Sgrin Tl Synlad? (956442) 

8.00 PoblyChyff (5046) 

830 Newyddfon (7881) 

930 The Jewel In the Crown (3775) 

10.00 Him: The Last Seduction (43252572) 
12.05am Riding the Tiger (3421244) 


6.00am Sesame Street (r) (37201) 7.00 The 
Biq Breakfast (58423) 9.00 Bewitched (it 
ffi (95065) 

930 About Mrs Leslie (1954) with Shirley 
| Booth and Robert Ryan. Drama about a 
Beverly Hills boarding-house owner who 
recalls her wartime allair with a married 
man. Directed by Daniei Mann 
(62861688) 

1135 Boogie Doodle A Norman McLaren 
abstract (1284317) 11.30 Australia Wild 
(7626) 12.00 House lo House (75201 j 
1230pm Caroline in the City (r) (T) 
(35171) 1.00 Sprinqhiil (T) i51510) 1.30 
Ginger Nutt (15363607) 

1.45 The Farmer’s Daughter (1947. b/w) 
[ starring Loretta Young as a farm girf from 
I Minnesota who ends up in Conqres3. 
Directed by H.C Potter (Tl (58214607) 

3.30 Here’s One I Made Earlier Cookery 
series (T) (355) 

4.00 Fifteen-to-Orte (T) (862) 

430 Countdown (Tj (6571065) 

4.55 Rickl Lake Overweight people seek 
advice on getting tit (T) (5756133) 

5.30 Pet Rescue (r) (T) (626) 

6.00 Boy Meets World Rites of passage 
comedy. Corrie realises he has made a 
stupid mistake (T) (539) 

630 Hollyoaks Teen soap. Tony regrets 
choosing a church wedding (T) (591) 
7.00 Channel 4 News (T) Includes headlines 
and weather al 730 (322336) 

730 Dicky Hearts (357046) 

Health Alert Shahnaz 
Pakravan explores heart 


8.00 


SHOICE 


disease. Last in the senes (T) (5046) 
830 1 /Mjnrr-cH Fishers of Galilee The threat 
lo the delicate ecosystem ol 


the biblical lake (T| (7881) 

9.00 The Sextuple! Business A look at three 
families who have had sexluplets and the 
effect that the multiple births had on their 
lives. The show traces the initial elation 
lhat eventually gives way to financial 
hardship (r) (3775) 



Dermot Morgan (10.00pm) 


10.00 Father Ted The priests go on their 
annual holiday to the Kiikeily Caravan 
Park (r) (T) (197930) 

1035 Northern Exposure Offbeat comedy set 
in Alaska Phil discovers Uttle Italy right In 
lhe middle of town (T) (374152) 

1130 Weekly Planet In Hong Kong. Jon Snow 
chairs a discussion on ils future under 
Chinese rule (19539) 

1.00am Bunny Lake is Missing (1965. b/w) 

M Thriller about a policeman investigating 
the disappearance of a single mother’s 
four-year-old daughter. With Laurence 
Ofivter and Carol Lynley Directed by Otto 
Preminger (49553) 

3.00 Memento Professor George Steiner talks 
to Joan Bakeweli (r) (T) (11282) 

330 Schools (i) (Tl (775379) 

535 Backdate (r) (T) (3236814) 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 10.92075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 and 730 MHz 


6.00am 5 News Early (7755733) 

7.30 Havakazoo (3947591) 8.00 Adventures 
of the Bush Patrol (8156591) 8.30 
WideWorld (8155662) 

9.00 Espresso (61992381 10.00 Exclusive! (r) 
(10599591 1030 The Great Garden 
Game (r) (7) (8175626) 

11.00 Leeza (1389794) 1130 Double Espresso 
(4466B411 1 12.00 The Bold and the 
Beautiful (T) (8166978) 1230pm Family 
Affairs (i) (T) (84647791 
1.005 News Update (T) (52324997) 1.05 
Sunset Beach (T) (9223133) 2.00 5's 
Company (8870133) 



Tom Courtenay as Billy (3.30pm) 


3.30 Billy Liar (1963. b/w) wilh Tom 

H Courtenay. Julie Christie and Wilfred 
Pickles Wry cbmedv about an idle young 
man who retreats into his own tantasy 
world. Directed by John Schlesmger (T) 
(1754794) 

530 5’s Company — Late Extra (99342046) 
5.30100 Per Cent Quiz show without a host 
(7641713) 

6.00 Whittle (T) (7648626) 

6.30 Family Affairs Elsa moves in with the 
rest ol the Hart family (T) (7639978) 

7.00 Exclusive! Entertainment news with 
Jonothan Coleman. Julia Bradbury and 
Jason Roberts (6795713) 

7.30 Natural Natives: Trail of Peter Rabbit 
Wildlife documentary about The rabbit 
population of Great Britain (T) (7628862) 
8.00 Nancy Lam: Seaside Special The 
oriental cook prepares a cucumber salad 
with seaweed, deep-fried squid and a 
vegetarian dish called hokkien mee (T) 
(6771133) 

830 5 News |T) (6790268) 

930 The Prince of Bel Air (1986| with Mark 

» Harmon, Kirsfie Alley and Robert Vaughn 
Comedy about a lusty bachelor who 
cleans the pools arid seduces the female 
residents of Bef Air. Directed by Charles 
Braverman (99970539) 

10.50 The Jack Docherty Show (6946369) 

1135 Bring Me the Head of Light 
Entertainment Comedy panel game 
with Graham Norton, Fred MacauJey and 
Lee Hursl (r) (6716539) 

12.05am Live and Dangerous Sports 
magazine hosted by Dominik Diamond. 
Includes Major League soccer from 
America (42214331) 

4.40 Prisoner. Cell Block H (3-335640) 
530100 Per Cent (r) (9149553) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


• For more comprehensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Directory, 
published on Saturday • 
SKY 1 


6.00am Mranng Glory (019850) 9X0 Rage 
& Kattte Lee (146S) moo Another WMd 
(93S1Q) lino Days al Our Uvea (80048) 
12X0 Oprah Winfrey (76442) 1.00pm 
Getakto (52862) ZOO SaOy Jessy Raphael 
(48572) 3.00 Jerry Jones (69688) 400 
Oprah Winfrey (71423) 5X0 3ar Trek Next 
Generator (6171 j 6X0 Real TV (6881) BXO 
Mamad vwh CWtdren (7133) TXOSmpsons 
(4572) 7.30 M*A"5*H (3317) 8X0 Thrd 
Rock from the Sun (3220) 8X0 The Nanny 
(23S5) 9X0 Sehifekf (77607) 8X0 Mad 
About You (TM71) 10X0 Owago Hope 
(14626! 11.00 star Trek: Next Generation 
(96369) 12X0 Lucy Show (32534) 12X0 ks 
LAPD (26465) 1X0 Hit Ma 11084973) 


and tha Treasure at Ste Bear (1995) 
(83850268) 7.40 US Top 10 (4S3046) 8X0 
It Came from Outer Space II (1998) 
(9M23) 030 The Movie Show (60881) 
10X0 Castoo (IMS) (87868365) 1Z55«n 
A Woman Scorned (1993) (3870801 3L45 
Three Tough Guys fl974) (150485) A20 
Grtzdy Adems and the Ttonura ol the 
Bear (1995) (131224) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 


(41837268) 7X0 MoursporL Formula Three 
(39874171) 8X0 T1£i Lnes (39850591) 
9X0 Spanish Football (76244305) 10X0- 
11X0 GauSc Games (68743775) 

EUROSPORT 


r 


fiXOpm Septembei Attmtr (1950) 
(B484850) 8X0 Children at a Lesser God 
(1988). (8489404) 10X0 Ones Upon a 
Tina fri the Waat (1988) (549GC0B4) 
1Z50auj The Last Detea (1973) 
(4181447) 238 Drecuta Prince of Dark- 
nent (1965) (303483Z) 4.104X0 Septem¬ 
ber Affair (1060) 18123783) 


TNT 


SKY 2 


. 7XQpm Supetooy (4418423) 7X0 Super- 
boy (B915423) 8X0 SUdere (6686317) 9X0 
H^Janda (6688881) 10X0 Tak Wa 
• (fflDBMBt 11X0 Law Show urth Lenenrarr 
(7933784) 12X0 HI Mbc (2172350) 

. SKY NEWS 


BXOpmCneyh Love (1W2) [39051220) 
11X0 The Magnificent Seven Deadly 
-Sb»(1971)(26753BB1) TXOam Dr Jakyfl 
*6r Hyde (1832) (90538466) Z4S- 
SXO Voices (1979) (19470737) 

SKY SPORTS 1 


7-30a m Gofr. Women's Evian Masters 
(57572) 8X0 Cydng- Tour oi Switzerland 
(12775) 8X0 Foottal: Wcvld Youth 
(56718355) 11.16 Foolban- World Youth 
Uvh (45276826) IXOpcn Motorcycling 
Dutin Grand Prw Prance Session (318423) 
3X0 Cycing Tour Swozaland (3581) 
4X0 Qcflng: Tour oi CaWunya (ire (26261 
4X0 Olympic Games Magazere ll 510) 5X0 
Motoreydsig Dutch Grand Prat Practice 
Session @SC6S) 6X0 Sumo (94355) 7X0 
Bastotbal- Men's European Lmb (248841 
9X0 Football World Youth (375S11 10X0 
Ma o rc y ctng: Dutch frand Prtc Practice 
Session (47978) 11X0 Sa*n&- World 
Cterepknsftps (12794) 11X0 ATP Tour 
Review (96133) 12X0-12X0am CycSng- 
Tou re Srncertand (721761 
UK GOLD _ 


tr 


|| SKY MOVIES 


If: 


, 

...f- 




Wbridvride new coverage. wWitx*tjnspri 
lhe how; 24 houra a day. sewn days a weak 


■a CXOam The Aviator (1965) (38167620V _ 
^ ' 7X5 HteflB and Ethel (1995) (716423) 




r 4L1S LRSa Giants (19B4) (3782D1) 11.15 
The Wrong Bex (1966} (396065} 1.15pm 
Beam of Change (1994) (15710323) 
3X0 Send Me No Rower* (1984) (73776) 
_ sxo Ice Cashes (1979) (43626) 7X0 
1 , UtUe (1994) (90«23) 9X0 Higher 
. - Learning(1895) (32357244) 11.10ToDle 1 
v : For (1995) $23794) IXOan Hallowa'an: 
.' I Tha Cone at Wchaal Myers (1995) 
(19068) 230 Pelida (1988) (4QZB05) 4X0 - 
‘ Send Me No Rowan (1964) (331242) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL : 


T.Ottem Sports Centre (10001) 7X0 Wres- 
frff (624041 8X0 Racing News (*3065) 
MO Spots Centra (34317) 9X0 Abidws 
( 78249) 10X0 Emjpeafl Tore Magazne 
(147511 10X0 Goit: French Open Live 
P326EQ 12Xt*m World of Super Ixague 
(36591) 2X0 Jnsrie the PGA Tour (3978) 
3X0 Gdf; French Open Liw (26081) 4X8 
Sports Centre (7143355) 6-00 Otcfcer 
Suney-v Norearts. Urn (4462572) 10X0 
Sports Gertie (42012) 11X0 Bobby 
Criorttorfs Football Scrapbook (17133) 
12X0^1 Countdown to Judgement Might B 
(31331) 1X0 Golf French Open (B2195) 
2X0XX0 Sports Centra (774681 

SKY SPORTS 2 


ftODpn Go S- US Sorax Open — La'S 
11030133) 1 2M Gdf hsidf lhe PGA Tour 
C1Z506Z1) lUttenMJOO Grand Prt* Saibg 
(6244398)1X0 Ooeg (7232669) 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 


TXOam Record Breakers (4411881) 7XS 
Neghboure (9279030) 8X0 Cnjsaoads 
(7585442) 8X5 EastEndera (2S12970) 9X0 
The ea (5547171) 9X0 Spmgard Autumn 
15010220) 10X0 For the Ltwo ol Ada 
(2606336) 10X0 The Sdtoam I55433SS) 
11X0 Casualty (83B3S713) IMSpm 
Crossroads (88447423) 12X0 Ne^boura 
(5021336) 1X0 EastEndas (3162794) 1X5 
No Place Lire Home (2748688) 2.15 The 
Liver Bede (B67BB46) 2X0 B Ami Had Hot. 
Mum (6689317) 3X0 The Bfi (2682201) 
4X0 Boon (7072201) 5.00 Ganerattn 
Game (B1344881) 6X5 EastEnders 

(3707502) 6X0 S*tes £2479779) 7X0 Dr 
Who (3701930) 7X0 Only When I Laugh 
(5713978) 8X0 HkOe-Hi (2993125) 9X0 
The Bfi (7001713) 9 X0 Chancar 

(44143152) 1035 Bottom (5275867) 11.15 
Ua hi JonglULrs 18051881) 1146 Gold 
Goes Pop (607573JI izXOam H‘c a 
Krwkaui (2324843) 1X0 bg Deal 

(4231331) 2X0 Shopping (641532BZ) 

GRANADA PLUS_ 



TCC 


6X0atn Iznogoud (96404) 6X0 Danger- 
mouse 127263) 7X0 Dennis the Menace 
015611 7X0 Where's Wally S06261 8X0 
Batman (77D46) 8X0 An Attar* 176317) 
9.00 An Attack (90067) 9X0 Eannwcrm Jim 
■94201) 10X0 Gravedde High (247131 
10X0 Flash Gordon (B9881) 11.00 Croepy 
Crawlers (48133) 11X0 Cadfiacs and 
Drrosaurs (49862) 12X0 GravedaJe H^h 
170133) 12X0p<n Snrr Dawgs 132107) 
1.00 Batman (308621 1X0 Dangermouse 
(82648) 2X0 Creepy Creators (7084) 2X0 
Rash Gordon (2404) 3X0 Some (6591) 
3X0 Earthworm Jim |4249j 4X0 Dennis lhe 
Menace 18084) 4X0-5X0 An Alack 12368) 


1.00am Burning Zone (8373114) 2X0 Tcui 
ol Duty (4353824) 3.00 HUtt The Inside 
Man (2X16805) 5X0 Srarfcy and Hutch 


PARAMOUNT COMEDY 


CARTOON NETWORK 


7X0pm Roseanrf 17688) 8X0 E UK (63361 
8X0 AJmosJ Perfect [8171) 9X0 Cheers 
(13423) 9X0 Cytrt [831711 10X0 Frasier 
[46152110X0 Mwily Python (22572111.00 
We know Where You Uve (130688) 11X5 
Robin 1495152) 11X0 Nlghiaard 115775) 
12X0am Sledgehammer* [39973) 1X0 
Cheers 111737) 1X0 CyM (341761 2X0 E 
IK (56973) 2X0 We Know Where You Lro 
(75008) 3.00 Fm«« (91973) 3X0-4.00 
Aknosi P«1ed (59060) 

THE sem CHANNEL 


Fonunes (45206J) 6X0 Carchphiase 

1623442) 7X5 Wtnrn Takes All (486862) 
7.40 Give Lh A Clue C97065) 8X0 All 
Clued Mp [3397751 9X0 Through the 
Keyhole (£70220) 9X5 Sale ol itie Century 
[565950 iaiO Treasure Hum (746305) 
11X0 Saucta 17784041 12X0 Winner Takes 
AH 123824) IZXOpm Han 10 Hart (78621) 
1X0 Moonliqhljng [60486) 2X0 Alrican 
Skies (132821 3.00 My Two Dads (634851 
3X0 Teen Win. Lose or Piaw (19794) 4X0 
Fall Guy (10331) 5X0 Shopping (461951 

UK LIVING 


Non-stop cartoons tram 5 Ottom to 
9.00pm todudes Tran and Jerry. Popeye 
aid The Fhntstones 


IXOam The Twifcgm Zone 1398B48SI 1X0 
One Stop Beyond (2771060) 2X0 Friday 
the i3h (8089766) 3.004X0 Dark Shad¬ 
ows [2195824) 


NICKELODEON 


HOME & LEISURE 


Robert De Niro, Sharon Slone In Casino (Movie Channel, 10.00pm) 


[8345591) 3X0 Gentle Touch (7156220) 
4X0 The Ptofcsaonflta (717H35S) 5X0 
London's Burning (20372201 6X0 Famifes 
(8069171) 6X0 Coronatton St (8050423) 
7X0 Gentle Touch (2408B59) 8.00 The 
Piotesstoneto (2417B0719X0 Coronation St 
(7174530) 9X0 The Wfeatappas and 
.Shunters Spool CUb (6892959) 10X0- 
11X0 London'* Burning (2490030) 


Coot Troop (2365056) 4X0 Chooseday 
(9764) 5.00 Aladdin (7818404) 5X5 rimon 
and Pimbsa (9741133) 5XS Mighty Ducks 
(444065) 6X0 New Doug (79561 6X0 Boy 
Meets World (15X9) 7X0 Brrtheriy Lone 
(5626) 7X0 HU* Darby Ota and the 
Uttfe People (39030) 0X0 Dave's World 
(55423) 9X0-10X0 Golden Girt (12607) 


THE DISNEY CHANNEL 


FOX KIDS NETWORK 



■ ■ aaom 3rt0 to Yum (1957) ^4528336) 
-■. (LOO Cental ki Cato Rfee (19*7) 
P3E23£fi8).9X0 Abraham VaBey (1904). 
•_ 60785107} 1245pm Sam and 'Loom 
. -(1660) 452489012) 2X0 Woman of Straw 
,(1964) (69672) 4X0 Robothc The Omit 
'flap (778346265 6X5 Grizzly Adam 

,* V ■ 


1400 CoffTtdowi to Judqement ■ 
T53I04TB5) 1230pm Bwcf Soccer 
■ (95134423) 1X0 The Pawfon End 
(96135152) 2X0 Auslraton Rules Football 
(34074733 430 Powerboat end JasM 
World (41825423) 5.00 wrasang 

(63712404) 6X0 Spore Centra (418136881 
- MO Countdown to Judg«tant Nitffl fl 


L 


exo am 7ho Bn (7)79317) 7X0 Craona- 
bon St (4510171) 7X0 Faintes (4506978) 
8X0 Srapte, Sap*®* (3431688) 9X0 The 
Professoriate (53524421 iDXO GenDo 
Touch (4595882] 11X0 London's Bunwig 
M515626) 12X0 Coonawn S! (8711338) 
IZXOpm Famffce [E8C&4231 1.00 Socond 
Thoughts (4519442) 1X0 The Good Uta 
Grade (6804794). 2.00 SrapTCe. Suprts 
« 


6X0am Mouse Tracks (9424794) t2S 
Quack Attack (9403201) 6X0 Bonkers 
(4435907) 7.15 Unto Mermaid (6740510) 
7.40 Aladdn I95502B8I 8X5 Qraick Pack 
(3092355) BXO Goot Troop (96171) 9X0 
Cob Been (3835688) 9X5 Umbeaa Tree 
(3847423) 9X0 Muppet Babes (6740775) 

10.15 Groundling Marah (1673713) 1040 
Smg Me fl Stray (8244171) 11X5 
Poddngtrai Peas (6146069 11.10 Big 
Garage (S7BO068) 11X5 Pboh Comer 
(2579153) 11X5 Frag^o Rock (1117201) 
IZXOpm Mouse Tracks (3411930) 12.45 
Tlmon end Pumbaa (98013775) 1X0 B»y 
futoels world (82421084) 1X5 Bonkers 
(98965538) 1X0 Quack Pock (52712688) 

2.15 AiaiSn (89034691 2X0 Care Bears 
(9931404) 3X0 Uttle Moreod IZ72S297) 
3X5 rirnai aid Punoaa (8040684) 140 


BXOara Three LBile Ghosts (225106418X0 
inspector Gadget (5843423) 7X0 Pizza 
Cals (7024046) 7X0 Ranqers Zeo 
(7936881) 8X0 Beettobrags (96934041 
8X0 Crocadoo (9692775) 9X0 Rimba's 
bland (S6S1794) 0X0 Mapc Boc (50336K1 
9X5 Dudley (9462775) 10X5 Rmba's 
Island (10BB997) 10X5 Magn Bor 

(9850423) 11.00 Jo Jn (98216071 11X0 
Pnrechto (9822336) 12X0 inspector Gad- 
qet (9686581) 12X0pm VR Troopers 
(77033794) 12X0 Fewer Hangars Zeo 
(77013930) 1.10 Beotfcbrags 05645404) 
1X0 Eetd (4858620) 200 Lite Mtm Luna 
(4414607) 2X0 Crocadoo (8904930) 3X0 
Gadget Boy [442644213X0 EeM (80*7751 
4X0 Lite with Loute 0718510) 4X0 Power 
Ranger, Zoo (8914794) 5X0 BeeWxygs 
(44059551 5X0 Spwterman (B805046) G OO 
X Men (8902959) 8X0-7.00 GrosMumps 


extern court Dud-ute (41030) 6X0 R«*o 
(12171) 7X0 Hey Arnold! |41171) 7X0 
Bugralc (37978) 8X0 Doug (42336) 8X0 
Arthur (41607) 9X0 CB8C [329501 BXO 
CB8C (69591) 10X0 Wlmrie's House 
(14733) 10X0 Baber (54171) 11X0 Mag* 
School Bus (29180) 11X0 Vetra and Mana 
etc (79648) 12.00 Bananas to Pyjamas 
(45423) 12XOpot Richard Scarry (70607) 
1X0 CBBC (40M2) 1X0 C8SC (79978) 
2X0 Dr Seuss (6572) 2X0 Arthur (4220) 
3X0 Alvin (5607) 3X0 BntoO the Kid (6065) 
4X0 Hay Arnold' (5572) 4X0 Rugrais 
(4084) SXO Stiff Sister (913?) 5X0 Kenan 
and Kei I533&] 8X0 Aien Maci, (2249) 6X0- 
7.00 Doug (6201) 


9.00am The Joy of Panning [5545713} 9X0 
Garden Catendar (5018862) 10X0 Go 
FteMng (2BQG&7B) 10X0 Roran Sendee 
15541997) 11X0 PaWad House (7089501) 
11X0 This Old House (7000220) 12.00 Just 
tor Start on; [5532249112X0pm Juba CWd 
[50299781 1X0 Graham Ken (3884713) 
1X0 Home Again (5028249) 2X0 
Homatme (9963862) 2X0 Fumrtue on the 
Mend (2618626) 3X0 Cur House 0982997) 
3X04X0 riss Old House 12613171} 

DISCOVERY 


6.00am try Living (55612246) 9X5 AWo 
man Called Smith (14535391 9.16 Gordon 
EHicfl (?855030) 10X5 Jerry Spnnger 
(4704442) 10XG Shopping Emporun 
[417665911 11.00 'roraig and nestles* 
&772B&:1 11X0 BroofeKte (5229628) 
12X5pmWtry Me’ (35309591)12X5 Term 
pesit (72307751 1X0 Roionda [26232491 
2X0 Agony Evatonco (5602501) 3.00 Lwe 
ar Three (67193404) 4.05 Jeny Springer 
(0244442) 5X5 bnao [52215220) 5X0 
Ludy Ladders (561K07) 8X0 I Dr&am at 
Jeamic (916857?) 6X5 Ready. Steady. 
Cook (41116071 7X5 Hearts Atie 
(4045881) 7X5 Brooksrta (2071997) 8X5 
Rofonda (4890268) 9X0 FILM: Necessity 
(83252143) 10X0 Shopping Emporium 
15256688) 1Q.55 Sdxbts (6601046) 11X5- 
12X0 More Sen Lite (25394421 

ZEE TV 


TROUBLE 


12X0 Heartbreak rtgh (50355391 IXOpm 
Uicfeffi (3888539) 1X0 Sweet VJtey High 
(5016775) 2X0 Ksngttrne (0067688) 2X0 
Caltoreta Dreamt, (2605152) 3X0 Byher 
Grove 79423) 3X0 9-2-5 (2617907) 4X0 
Sweet Valley rtgh (2895JM) 4X0 
Hangs™ (2692688) 5X0 Sawd by the Bell 
(0081268] 5X0 Calflnnia Di earns 
(26162*8) BXO Bytiff Grove 12606881) 
6X0 Madison (2607133) 7.003X0 Hefft- 
teeah Hign [6085997] 

BRAVO 


4X0pm High Hue (26Q997BJ 4X0 Road¬ 
show (26988621 5X0 Time Trauellert 
(9087442) 5X0 Justice Fites (2612442) 
BXO Crocodile Temtoy [5037997) 7X0 
Beyond 2000 19074978) 7X0 Oisaata 
(26S9591) BXO Dangei Zone (6067591) 
9.00 Top MffquK (7009355) 9X0 Ultra 
Saence [5032442) 10.00 J^uce Files 
(6080442) 11X0 Classic Wheels (3861862) 
12X0 First Floras (4871468) IZXOpm 
Fields ol Armoff (7834485) 1X0 De-sa 
(2086282) 1X0 Beyond 2000 (9500486] 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 


7.00am Jaagran 7X0 ZEE Presents 6X0 
riatihar R2S EF Nazar 8X0 PaKslan 
Bu5tres9 Lfecne 9.00 Janm Daata 9X0 
Vlpna Chnrnka Mrtna 10.00 Apau 11.00 
Aashana 11X0 Banegl Apni Baal 12X0 
Daaaan l2X0pm Raana 1X0 FILM: Hum 
Hai Kama) Ke 4.00 ZHf Zone Presents 
4.05 ZEE Tep 10 SXO Zone Trae SXS 
Dada Dad) Kl Kahani 6X0 Sony Mert Lory 
8X3 Ek Hazar 6X0 ZEE and You 7X0 Euro 
Zintfagl 7X0 Ctnerna^c BXO Nans and 
Eraonews 8X5 Andaz 9X5 Jaal BXO 
Hasreiain 10.00 Yaadan W Etasrat 10X0 
Peoples Club 11X0 Mano Ya Na Mono 
11X0-1^00 Anratehan 


MTV 


BXOpm Tvright Zone (9970152) BXO Mon¬ 
sters [9966&50J 9X0 Burning Zone 
(6074881) 10X0 Tour ol Dury (6084268) 
11X0 FILM: , Butt Durham (I7«e64) 


4.00pm Lord Mountbarten (77947 T 3) 5.00 
The Sheers (1957607) 6.00 Ancten 
Mystenes (3260881) 7.00-8X0 Bography 
John Paul Jones (8728171) 

CHALLENGE TV 


The 24 hour musk chanmL Includes 
news, reviews, live concert ioolage. nter- 
vwws and the latest musk: video charts 


VH-1 


win uiHti Prize Tima rwes an hour 
5.05am Cross Wits (3639084) 5X0 Family 


The video Mte ehannaL Classic mcY and 

pop ndeos and it© t»si rare scuntfe 





















KL iS: 


RACING 44 

Tote caught in 
middle of a 
Whitehall farce 


BOXING 45 

Tyson comes 

out fighting 
in Las Vegas 


- *«S 
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Davis Cup place is reward for latest burgeoning British talent LiOllS shOftl 

Lee joins revival movement 


By Julian Muscat 

TENNIS CORRESPONDENT 

WITH one notable exception, 
June has bestowed on Martin 
Lee an experience that young¬ 
sters of recent vintage would 
have stapled to the front of 
their scrapbooks. If this is 

indeed the highight of Lee's 
tennis career" his passing 
wuuld leave egg on the faces of 
some of the nation's astute 
judges. The evidence is mount¬ 
ing: Lee’s advance to the 
second round at Wimbledon 
was followed yesterday by his 
elevation, to die Davis Cup 
team to play Ukraine in Kiev 
next month. 

O'er the past decade, the 
odd British comet has been 
sighted on the Wimbledon 
skyline but Lee. IP. lias more 
distant horizons. Last year he 
headed the world junior 
rankings for four months be¬ 
fore joining the senior tour. 

He started the year ranked 
NoblS in the world, took a 
couple of worthwhile scalps at 
Queen's recently, advanced to 
No 335 on Monday and 
promptly dispatched Nuno 
Marques, the world No 12S. in 
straight sets on Tuesday. Yes¬ 
terday. as he waited in the rain 
to rake on the Frenchman, 
Amaud Clement. Lee was 
summoned to the Great Brit¬ 
ain team in preference to five 
players rated above him. 

Although Lee. from Wor¬ 
thing, is among six Britons to 
clear the first hurdle at Wim¬ 
bledon. he is the youngest and 
Therefore harbours rhe most 
promise. Moreover, he is the 
first graduate from the fledg¬ 
ling Rover Junior Tennis Ini¬ 
tiative to make an impact. He 
offers encouragement that the 
initiative is working. For de¬ 
cades. Britain has lamented 
the Reefing impact of its 



Jana Novotna stretches for a backhand return in her first-round match against Wihrud Probst, of Germany, last night Photograph: Gill Allen 


players worldwide. Lee ar¬ 
rives at a time when the 
domestic game has finally cast 
the framework of a cohesive 
structure within which to de¬ 
velop his talents. 


time sBgr w o 
cIrIoIsIsIwIoIrId 1 

No U30 in association with 
BRITISH MIDLAND 



David Lloyd, captain of the 
British Davis Cup team, has 
vociferously criticised this par¬ 
ticular aspect of Brirish tennis. 
Little assistance has been 
granted to the nation’s juniors 
on their graduation, a treach¬ 
erous passage where success 
depends as much on support 
and guidance as inherent abil¬ 
ity. “It has happened a lot of 
rimes before." Lloyd said. “An¬ 
drew Castle and Chris Bailey 
have done well at Wimbledon, 
but failed to break through. 

“There were not enough 
high-quality' coaches. It’s bet¬ 
ter now, bur we still have a 
long way to go. When these kids 
are travelling the world, you’ve 
gat to invest in a team of first; 
class, hishlv-paid coaches and 
motivators. They aren't cheap 
and I still don't think we have 
enough of them." 

Lee still has plenty to learn. 
He is only a year younger than 
Mark Philippoussis, the Aus¬ 
tralian ranked No 13 in the 
world, and it is tollv to expect 
him to sustain the rapid 



Lynne T russ-48 

Simon Barnes--48 

Haunting spectre-48 


progress of recent weeks. Yet 
Lloyd is patently among Lee's 
growing band of admirers. “At 
Queen’s just over two weeks 
ago. I told him privately that 
he would be coming to Kiev 
with the team," Lloyd said. 
"When I played Davis Cup. 
we always used to take a bag 
boy for experience, but Mar¬ 
tin has maybe played his way 
into contention." 

Lee has his own full-time 


coach in Ian Barclay, who 
guided Pat Cash to his Wimble¬ 
don triumph ten years ago. 
Barclay assumed responsibility 
for Lee when the latter was 
selected to join the Rover Lawn 
Tennis Association (LTA) 
School at Bisham Abbey. Men 
such as Barday, whose experi¬ 
ence bestrides all levels of the 
game, have long guided the 
tennis careers of the youth of 
other countries. The LTA’s am¬ 
bivalence towards effective 
youth development policies 
marks an unfortunate chapter 
in its history — although 
according to Richard Lewis, 
head of national training at 
the LTA. none of its recent 
pupils graduated with Lee's 
junior pedigree. 

Uoyd warned that Lee's 
priority in rhe wake of Wim¬ 
bledon will be to make an 
impression elsewhere in the 
world. “We must not be com¬ 
placent." he said. “Martin has 
been winning on grass, which 
is our surface and one no 
others are used to. The true 


Forecast prompts early start 
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l French C1 1 > nsirolnpi’r 
prophet (I II 

7 Stoppers: advertisements 
(51 

S Not deep l*\ 

(0 Aristocrats (SI 
11 Look clnsclw one of Id ft) 
13 Physicn I well-being (6! 
i 5 Proving insect to) 

17 Cheat tof payment) 141 
IS Plain, esp. doth (S) 

21 Beloved (7) 

22 Steam hath (5) 

23 Fish, shocks prey (S.31 


DOWN 

1 Prevent in esirlv stages 
(5.2ASJ 

2 A firework: lampoon |3| 

3 Family inc. Dante. Christi¬ 
na (St 

4 Scatter, banish to) 

5 I fonev nine: lea (4) 

6 Conspicuous: julljiig defen¬ 
sive line (7) 

9 Despite anv imperfection* 

fSJJl 

12 Glide behind motorboat (S- 
3| 

14 Uncaptured 12.51 
16 Fail to reinemher (6) 

19 One excessively modest |5| 

20 Fish: spearhead oil pole 14) 


By NlCkSZCZLPAMK 

IT WAS not Wimbledon's 
worst day ever For weather — 
whole days have lx.-cn lost to 
rain, most recently in 1»W2 — 
j but that was scant consolation 
I to spectators who wailed for 
! play to Marl six hours late. 
I only u» sec a maximum of 13 
I came* before rain interrupted 
I proceedings just before 
j 7 o'clock. - 

I Those on Centre Court saw 
j Monica Seles fail to capitalise 
I on a match point at 5-2 in the 
second set against Rachel 
J McQuillan before the covers 
j came luck on. but they were 
! the luckv ones — onjv a single 


game was possible on No 2 
Court between Mary Pierce 
and Dominique Van Roost, 
while matches on three out¬ 
side courts did not stun at all. 
After a 3$-minulc break. 
Seles, the No 2 seed, returned 
briefly to complete a 0-0. 0-2 
victory over her Australian 
npponenL 

Play today starts at Ham on 
the outside courts and at 
midday on Centre Court and 
No I Court. The backlog has 
not yet reached critical pro¬ 
portions. according to Alan 
Mills, the tournament referee. 
“We can lake another day or 
two of this." he said. “If the 
worst comes to the worsL we 


can play doubles matches 
over three sets and start at 
I lam until we catch up.” 

Unfortunately, another day 
or two of this is exactly what 
London SWTO can expwt the 
weather forecast today pre¬ 
dicts a mostly cloudy, wet day. 

Wimbledon was extended 
onto the middle Sunday in 
1991. when only 52 matches 
had been played by Friday 
night. Spectators were 
allowed to pay on the day and 
the show courts were filled by 
enthusiasts who revelled in 
the unaccustomed opportuni¬ 
ty provided by the removal of 
ticketing restrictions, creating 
a carnival atmosphere. 


Piper suspended after drugs test 


PRIZES: THE WINNER will receive a return ticket travelling Emnomy 
Cl3ss to anywhere on British Midland's domestic or mtematicrvs 
network. 

THE RUNNER-UP wiR receive a return ticket 10 anywhere on British 
Midland's domestic network. Brush Midland offers an eirfensive range 
of destinations throughout the UK as well as Europe and has now 
added deity flights from Heathrow io Copenhagen. Oslo and 
Gothenburg. With over 1.500 flights a week io 18 European 
destinations British Midland is the Airline tor Europe. 

Ai : fi'jthfs ore svejee! to .n <*tjttsty 


Post your entry to Times Two Crossword. PO Box 6SSt London 
E2 8SP to arrive by next Monday. The winners’ names and sol¬ 
ution will appear on Wednesday. 

Name/ Address-----.—.-.-. 


HimON TO NO 1129 

:ROSS: 1 Kowtow 5 Fame 5 Ivan 9 Lorraine |u Ravenous 
Gore 12 Hearth 14 Author ll» Watt iSWydifle 2n Largesse 
Yank 22 Mere 23 Relief 

JYVN: 2 Obviate 3 Tense 4 WiH-o'-lhr-wisp 5 Fraught 
ktinpr 7 Crystal clear 13 Refugee 15 Offemv 17 Abate 19 Idv 


By Aian Lee 

CKICKFT mRKlSniMH VT 

KEITH PIPER, a wicket¬ 
keeper who has been on file 
fringe of rhe England Test side 
afier two A-team tours, was 
yesterday suspended by War¬ 
wickshire for failing a drugs 
test. He will miss the Britannic 
Assurance coumx champion¬ 
ship match at Leicester that 
starts today and has also been 
fined L5G1). the equivolant of a 
week's U 2 "ev 

The drug involved is canna¬ 
bis. which is no* nn the Sports 
Council's list nf banned sub¬ 
stances and i> not thought to 
enhance ploy ine performance. 
Si remains, however, unac¬ 
ceptable vttfcrn professional 
spurt and Warwickshire, with 
the apprnviil uf the England 
anu Waies Cricket Bnard 
lECB). have taken admirably 
swift octinr:. 

T::e paradox or the affair is 
tiut Wunvickshire hud. with¬ 
out '.uraiiii. conducted cum- 
puUnry tesv r;n thafr entire 
p’-v ins staff on .\i.rdav with 


a view to countering rumour 
and scandal from threatened 
m*w>paper revelation s . by 
their former player. Paul 
Smith, who has recently 
admitted in print to a cocaine 
lwbil. 

Instead uf ihis. they uncov¬ 
ered another culprit. Piper. 27. 
heenmo the third cricketer in 
the past year to be suspended 
for drug offences and all three 
are linked with Warwickshire. 
The must notorious case, also 
involving cocaine, concerned 
Ed Giddias. who was '■ub.se- 
quentlv dismissed by Sussex 
and is being paid ,t retainer by 
Warwickshire hefore joining 
them when his b;ui expires 
next season. 

Giddins and Pi^xrr were 
fetim-maics on the England A 
tour n! Pakistan two winters 
ago. hut both have now 
harmed their prospects ufTest 
cricket. While Giddins is 
spending the summer playing 
club cricket and ha\ ina occa¬ 
sional nets at Edynnston. Pip- 
cr was told yesterday to take a 
'•hurt break mid avnid s'lvtil:- 


iny to The media. He has 
already missed the NatWest 
Trophy tie with Norfolk, during 
which he was meeting county 
officials, but may be considered 
for the Axu Life League game at 
Leicester on Sunday. 

Warwickshire have acted far 
more humahely than Sussex, in 
similar circumstances, by offer¬ 
ing their player counselling. 
Dennis Amiss, the chief execu¬ 
tive. confirmed that Piper has 
also been asked for a written 



Piper £500 fine 


undertaking that he will not 
transgress again. “If there is 
any repeat, the committee 
would obviously take a far 
more serious - view," Amiss 
said. 

Amiss added that the Testing 
programme, carried out by the 
dub's own doctors, was in 
direct response to die murky 
confessions of Smith, who left 
rhe playing staff at the end of 
the l l Wh season. Having 
agreed to play Minor Counties 
cricket for Shropshire, Smith 
accepted money from a Sun¬ 
day newspaper for his drugs- 
and-sex revelations and has 
since been banned for 22 
months and had his Shrop¬ 
shire contract cancelled. 

“After the publicity for the 
Paul Smith case, we wanted to 
be seen to he pro-activc in the 
fight against drugs." Amiss, 
'•aid. “We want a clean image 
for the game and for Warwick¬ 
shire. “ 

Moody move, page 46 
Line and Length, page 4b 
. 1TC details, page 47 


From David Hands, rugby correspondent 

IN DURBAN 


THE British Isles will have to 
take the loss of players in the 
biiild-up to a rugby union 
international «s> good omen; 
Injury removed Robert How- 
ley before.the successful first 
meeting with South Africa, last 
week and. yesterday, a dam¬ 
aged groin muscle ensured 
that leuarHBvans-wfl] take no 
further partin the tour. 

Coming on top of the loss of 
WOl Greenwood, with concus¬ 
sion, in Bloemfontein 24 hours 
earlier, it is a body blow Thai 
the touring party would have 
wished to avoid three days- 
before the second internation¬ 
al at King’s Park here on 
Saturday. Even reports of 
confusion within the Spring¬ 
boks. who will field two new¬ 
comers in a revised three- 
quarter line, will have been 
little consolation for the loss of 
Evans, at 33 and with 71 Wales 
caps the most experienced 


test will come six months after 
Wimbledon. The LTA and its 
coaches have got to take the 
core and make it grow outside 
of Britain." 

Lewis, himself a former top 
bO player, said that the LTA 
fell way behind in the develop¬ 
ment stakes on account of a 
lack of funding. However, 
aided, from 19S0. by Wimble¬ 
don's successful commercia¬ 
lisation, the LTA has 
embarked on a long-term dev¬ 
elopment programme, from 
which Lee — fortunately for 
him and to the frustration of 
his peers — stands to benefiL 

Lewis admits that much 
remains to be done. The LTA 
is six years into a greatly 
increased financial commit¬ 
ment to the sport, but Lewis 
concedes that much remains 
to be done. He cites the 
example of France, twice Da¬ 
vis Cup-winners this decade, , 
as the ideal model after a 
considerable investment two | 
decades ago. Lewis maintains 
it takes that long for grass¬ 
roots projects to reach fruition. 

“Obviously, we have kept a 
close eye on Martin Lee and it 
has been no great surprise to 
see him do well of late," Lewis 
said. “It has probably acceler¬ 
ated his development. He is 
now a mature young man. We 
feel he has the ability to 
become a [world | top 50 play¬ 
er. but it would be dangerous 
to speculate beyond thaL It is 
very much down to the indi¬ 
vidual player." 

Even if he reaches that goal, 
it will take Lee at least three 
years at die normal rate of 
progress for one of bis age. 
There are a multitude of 
hazards, not the least of which 
is injury-. What entitles the 
nation's tennis followers to be 
optimistic, however. is thar 
Lee will not lack for guidance, 
as have those before him. 


shot down in flames." Evans 
said. He felt a twinge during 
the game in Cape Town on 
Saturday, but tore the musde 


Symbolic Lion ..._49 

Hcineken Cup draw_49 


when he twisted in training 
yesterday. His absence, which 
could pave the way for John 
Bentley, of Newcastle, ends a 
run of seven successive inter¬ 
nationals as the Lions’ right 
wing — three in Australia in 
. 1989, three in New Zealand 
four years later and last week 
against South Africa. 

Evans, a candidate for the 
captaincy of the lions earlier 
this year, has revelled in the 
hard grounds and in the scope 
offered him by colleagues 
imbued with thedesire to play 
running rugby, but now he is 
likely to need four weeks’ rest 
before he can resume training 
for a new season with Llanelli. 

Though only three games 
remain, the management will 
debate replacements for Ev¬ 
ans and Greenwood, the 
Leicester centre having re¬ 
joined them after spending a 
night in hospital. His head hit 
the ground after a heavy 
tackle during the 52-30 win 
over Free State and he was 
unconscious for several min¬ 
utes. He also dislocated a 
shoulder, though he will not 
require an operation. 


Greenwood wifi probably ; 

return home early next week,-;. 

following the melancholy 
steps of Paul Grayson. Doddie-- 
Weir, Scott Quinnell and 
-Howley, and lias been advisetL 
to rest for two months, winch, 
would prevent him starting 
the new Allied Dunbar Pre- 
-miership : season jn-August-r 
; Among the candidates to be¬ 
come Lions at this, late stage 
will be Rob Henderson, the 
Wasps centre, and Adedayo. 
Adebaya the Barhwmg. 

It is no exaggeration to say 
that any combination of 
Greenwood. Jeremy Guscott, 
Scott Gibbs and Allan 
Bateman fnow-rhat Alan Tail 
has moved'to the wing) would 
serve the Lions handsomely in 
midfield. These are riches that 
Sooth Africa, apparently, do : 
nor possess, since they have 
kept Andre Snyman. a centre 
by trade,' on the wing/, 
splitting him front Danieyan-_ 
SchaUcwyk. his regular part- ~ 
ner at Northern Transvaal, 
who comes in for tite injured 
Ed rich Lubbe. 

The other centre will' be 
Pfcrcival Montgomery, who 
played against the Lions at 
stand-off-half for -Western 
Province last month, while the 
either newcomer is his provin- ; 
dal colleague. Pieter Rossouw, 
on the wing. Montgomery, 
who wilt share the goal- 
kicking duties • with Henry 
Honiball, fills the substantial 
shoes of Japie Mulder and ' 
Rossouw- those" of‘“Janies'" 
Small, while there remainsnp 
place for Hennie le Roux in the 
squad: -•- 

According to Card du 
Plessis. the South Africa 
coach, the World Cop veteran - 
is suffering from a nagging - 
groin injury and is therefore 
not available; but it is report¬ 
ed that le Rbux has played 
with the injury for the pasttwb 
years and that rhe motivation 
(not on the part of du Plessis) 
for his omission is political 
because of hisTOle in'players’ 
pay negotiations in Transvaal 
two years ago. 

SOUTH AFRICA: A J Joubert (Nai>ui;AH . 
Snyman (Northern Transvaal] P Mont¬ 
gomery (Western Ptovmoii, D van 
SchaUovyV (Northern Trarewull. P 
Rossouw (Western Province): H W 
HooiboR \NataI), J H van dor Wastfiutean 
(Northern Transvaal). J P du Rand! (Free • 
Stale'). A E Drotske (fm Stew]. A C 
Garvey (Naialj, R j Kruger jNortnm 
Transvaal). J J Stryoom (Sautengj. M G 
Andrews (Nasal). A G Venter (Frea State). 

G H Teichmann |NaUI. captain i Replace¬ 
ments: R G Bennen (Bonier). B Wessofa 
(WK^aland Wetll. W Swanepoel (Free 
Stale). F J van Heardan (Western Prov¬ 
ince], J Daflon iGatasng). D F Theron 
iGnguJtartd Wed) 




Fat. 



Thin. 


Today, IT managers are on a mission 
to simpfify computer systems. They 
need to reduce complexity on the 
desktop and consoSdate the growing 

number of servers in their companies. 
Why they are doing this, and how, is 

m 30 Execufi ve Briefing 
by Morse called “Rexibte 
Server Consolidation'. 

Callus for a free copy. 
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